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with which they were accused.l . Evidently the Presidency were satisfied with
the explanation and accounts sent to them : for there is no more reference to the
subject in this volume.

The severest censure of the Presidency was reserved for another subject.
The Board had in July wrote off a sum exceeding 2000 Pagodas on account of
damaged stores. Saunders and his Council highly disapproved this action not
only because it should have first obtained their sanction but also because ‘it
has a great appearance of negligence ’* (September).2 The Board at once
appointed Smith and King to examine into the Store-keeper’s accounts? and
transmitted their report along with an explanation to the Presidency. The
report pronounced that the loss might easily have happened, in the case of iron
through rust and frequent draughts made in the year, in the case of tar and
Batavia arrack through leakage, evaporation and spilling in retailing. The
explanation added that the stores were written off purely that the books might
be closed as soon as possible. The loss in the rice arose entirely from its having
got damaged and sold at less than the cost price. As to the wastage in stores.
it is impossible to know it with entire certainty unless we had weighed and
measured each article at every time which would have attended with consider-
able loss, particularly on the iron which scales off every time it is moved.”” In
future they promised ‘‘ we shall ever advise them before we carry off any
amounts to profit or loss.”’4

All this time the political situation was becoming more and more ominous.
From March onwards frequent interchanges of military material, men as
well as stores, were made between Madras and Fort St. David. In compliance
with an order to send up the troop of horse °° with what more men may be
wanted to complete their several Companies ’’ at the Presidency, Captain
Gingins with his troop set out for Fort St. David on the 6th March.5 In May,
Tieutenant Hocket of the train was called thither.6 He was followed by
Captain Donald Campbell with a force of Europeans, Cofirees and lascars.”
Towards the close of the month he returned on the St. George with Stores and
30 recruits.8 On the last day of June he again set out with a force to the Pre-
sidency.? In July and August large indents were made by the Presidency for
lead (50 candies)19, six pound shot (4000)! and 3 pound shot (400)12. In August
9 boats arrived from there with military and lascars.13 In September, Madras
was supplied with 1000 Cohorn Shells by the Don Carlos'* and ordered to make
two new field carriages and to get the old ones repaired.1®> To these were added
two more field carriages in November sent by the Presidency.1®6 TIn December
the Presidency urgently asked for 30,000 flints and these were despatched

without delay.1?

In the meantime Clive had arrived on the 23rd August on the Wager with
a detachment and a letter to the Board.!’® Both the mission with which he
was charged and the letter which he brought with him are full of interest.
For, while the mission was no other than the famous expedition to Arcot the:
letter throws valuable light on the obscure but important aspect of political
correspondence of the times. The letter simply informed the Board that the
intention of sending Clive and his party would be communicated to the Deputy
Governor.1® And this fact suggested that it had become patently clear. to
Saunders that secrecy, which was absolutely essential in matters of high policy,
could be maintained better by informal communications to the Deputy Gover-
nor than by formal communications to the full Board.20 This is made clear by
other incidents. The despatch of Captain Kilpatrick with a force to Madras

2 See page 105.

4 See pages 107, 108.
6 See pages 54, 58.

8 See page 60.

10 See page 110.

12 See pages 96, 97,
13 Sre page 96. 14 See pages 109-111.
15 See page 110. ; 16 See page 129.

17 See pages 137, 138, 140. 18 See page 96.

19 See page 97. 20 See page 129.
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1 See pages 87-88.
3 See page 1086.

5 See pages 32, 37.
7 See page 58.

9 See page 75.

11 See page 89.
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old behind her. I was at that time not of age, and the natural Guardian on
the spot to the Infant by virtue of which Title I might with great Justice have
claim’d the administration, I was disqualified for it by my Nonage. I there-
fore prevail’d gn Mr. Jackson to let me constitute him my Guardian and under
that title that he should petition for the administration of the Estate, as I ima-
gined no obstacle could be fram’d to giving the management of it to a Man of his
Fortune and character. At the same time Captain Holcombe laid pretensions
to administer by virtue of being appointed Trustee in the will to the £ 2000
left to the welsh Relations, and one Lieutenant Daniel petition’d likewise by
vertue of being the only creditor in a Debt of Rupees 2000 from an Estate that
had the appearance of being 70000 Rupees But notwithstanding Mr. Jackson
was to administer, yet as the real favour in granting it to him was conferr’d
on me, as my Family were to benefit by it; It lay on me to leave no stone
unturn’d to get it accomplished. To the best of my Remembrance the sitting
Members of the court then in Calcutta were, Mr. Massey Mayer, Messrs.
Young, Goddard, Girardot, Lascelles, Holwell Griffith and Baldrake Aldermen.
Captain Massey as he was usually called, was a Man of as infamous a charac-
ter as any in the East Indies, and I soon found that he had found to himself
very considerable views of the advantages that would accrue fo him if the court
took the administration by his customary Dividend as Mayor, of the commis-
sion and Interest on the whole Estate till the Executrix in England could be
heard from at the same time I found that Mr. Goddard and Mr. Young, who
afterwards absolutely voted on the Bench against Mr. Jacksons having the
administration, were not to be depended on by me and from Mz. Girardot I
could get no positive answer till the petition came to Issue. Mr. Lascelles Mr.
Holwell, Mr. Griffith and Mr. Baldrake all very heartily and very honourably
concern’d in assuring me that they would serve me to their utmost power, as
they afterwards very generously did. But to all appearances the matter rested
in the casting vote of Captain Masseey, whose hardned principles would not
distinguish that what he might, in this case (with a sanction from Law, tho’
with none from conscience and Equity) benefit himself, was a real Injustice and
Injury done to the property of others; and this affair happening in his Mayor-
alty had only the appearance to his venal Temper, of being a very luckv hit;
and determined he was not to slip the occasion of seizing it as such.

Before I proceed farther in my narative, it may not be improper to clear
up the motives which actuated me to be so Zealous that Mr. Jackson should
administer. They were good if any were such and none other than what pro-
ceeded from a real Regard to my sister and her family, & from the pleasing
prospect I enjoyed of being able very materially to benefit them in their for-
tunes, if I could accomplish my Design, and this will further appear from

what follows.

Captain Loyd was thought to die possess’d of 70000 Rupees in India and
£ 9000 in England, all this in Money and Bonds except his Dead stock, and to
the best of my memory his Estate turn’d out not far short of it. The usual
commission of 5 ® Cent drawn on this sum would have been. 3500 — —

The Interest on this sum for Eighteen months which was
the shortest time in which the Executrix could be
heard from, as Captain Loyd died in April and no
ships were dispatched from Bengall till six months
after, at 9 ¥ Cent '# annum would have been ... e 101250

And of consequence the Loss to my sisters Fortune,_if it
could by any means be saved to her, would hav: neen. 13625 -- —
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' {.'t'hThlg proofs by which I shall vindicate the Truth of what I have asserted
- he arrative part depend on the following circumstances which I am very
much concern’d are only to be extracted out of my Memory.

i I can’t positively say the exact time when I paid this Money 1 think in
May 1746 but in that cash account wherein this Money appears to be disburs’d,
it hker_se appear that at a particular time of it, I was in cash only Crs. 200 or
therabouts and that some days afterwards I borrowed of Mr. Daniel Lascel-
les abput 18 or 19_ hundred Rupees to make up the sum I had this pressing
Occasion for cash 1s Dr. to Mr. Daniel Lascelles for the sum borrowed, and on
the Cr. side is the exact sum of 2160 Rupees disburs’d without other mention
than the word—By & perhaps an S. or Mr. L for a memorandum that this
money was pald on my sister’s account.

. It was necessary that Mr. Lascelles should be reimbursed this Money as
soon as I could do it, and T thought it as necessary to reimburse it to myself,
as my small affairs would have been considerably streightned by remaining so
long out of that sum as to wait for an answer from my sister. I lived with
Mr. Jackson whose entire confidence in me I was certain of and therefore after
an Injunction, supported by a promise from him that he would make no further
Enquiries than what I thought proper to reveal I told him that 2160 Rupees
had been disbursed by me to bring matters into the channel they then were in,
and desired he would let me have that sum out of the Estate and take my Bond
for it payable to my sister, whose Generosity I would depend on for a Release
in full. Without farther questions Mr. Jackson lent me the money, and it will
appear in the Account Current of the Estate deliver’d into court at the Expira-
tion of the year, sign’d and sworn to by Mr. Jackson, that the Estate is debted
for 2160 Rupees lent Mr. Orme at Interest on Bond.

If it here should be asked'why I injoin’d Mr. Jackson to secrecy & from
making farther Enquiries, I answer, because otherwise I should have broke
the promise I had made & which paved the way to my attaining the beneficial
Endg I had in view for my family; and because I thought a promise tho’ made
to a Rascal, could not be broke by a man that was not so If it is asked, whether
M. Jackson suspected or knew the person? T really believe he did and if any -
one should still ask on, whether I had any thing under Captain Massey’s hand
for this money ? T shall ask him, if he ever knew a Man 1in such a case or in any
case give it under his hand that he was a villain.

My Banians Books in the Gentoo Language would I believe if examin’d
support my own; and those of Captain Massey’s servant would perhaps cor-
roborate both. As to the accounts which Captain Massey kept himself it is well
known that they were so irregular and in scraps. that his affairs could not be
regularly traced; and indeed common policy obliged that they should be as
dark as the Transactions he was guilty of.

Ten people chuse and very few cases can demand to have books produced,

but rather than not clear up myself intirely from the least surmise of private

view or advantage accruing directly or indirectly to myself by this Transaction,

-T would submit mine to the Inspection of an able & impartial Accomptant, and
if he can throughout them lay his Finger on any article, that I cannot fully

prove to be the common result of my Trade and business, I would be condemned
‘even in the severe censure that the Court of Directors threaten me with or worse,
¢ worse can be, than ‘° accusing one Man of the villany of taking a Bribe in

order with more security to plunder another myself *’.

In the November following, I wrote the Letter of which the Extract has been
sent abroad, and either in that or one wrote at the same time represented to my
sister the necessity of her sending me out a Release & such a Release she sent
-out again to me wrote and signed with her own hand a Letter of thanks for the
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