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PREFATORYNOTE

This volume contains the proceedings of the President and Council of Fort St.

George for the year 1688. They were taken from the thirteenth and fourteenth

volumes of the series, " Diary and Consultation Books, " and put together by the

late Mr. Pringle. The footnotes on pages 1 and 32 particularize the portions of

the volumes, which have been included in the present publication. The original

manuscript volumes are in a fair state of preservation.

H. DODWELL,
19th July 19] 6. Gurator, Madras Record Office.





RECORDSOF FORT ST. GEORGE.

DIARY ANDCONSULTATIONBOOK
OF

1688.
[From January 1 to December 31, 1688.]

Ad-

FORTST. GEORGE,JANUARY1681

The Diary and Consultation Bo[o]k of the Honb,e Elihu Yale Esqr
President Governo[ur] & Council!, their Proceedings & Transac-
tions] for the Affairs of the R* Honb,e English East India

Company in the Presidency of the Coast of Choromandell and
the Bay of Bengala.

Ship Adventure Thomas Hickes Master Sailed for Bombay.

Att a Consultation
Jaiiedfor

Present
B°^ a

"

Elihu Yale Esq be President & Governour
ME John Gray Sb John Biggs
MB John Littleton Me Robert Freeman
MK Thomas Wavell Mb Nath. Higginson

ME William Frasee.

Cap' Anthony "Weltden excused the not delivering in an aocompt of his Capt

Tenasseree expedition, having not yet finished itt, & promises to bee very parti- ^^ofWs
cular & large therein, but delivered in an ace* of the demorage of his Ship, & charges Tenasseree

dieting the Souldiers he carried & brought back with him from Mergen, which the notfiniBhed
accomptant is order'd to examine and report itt to the Councill. He delivers

acct of
Demorage
&c.
Orderd to be
examined.

The Councill being very Solicitous in sending home advices of affairs here to Concerning

the R* Honble Compa & there being no Ship as yet arrived here from the Bay, or ^
ring / sLip

the Southward, the discourse of hiring a free Ship was renewed, but resolved to advices to

await Some few dayes longer, in expectation of their own Shipping. ,5
n s lan ?-

few dayes
for the
arrivall of
their Honrs

Order'd that Pag 1000 be paid to Mr Nathaniell Higginson Paymaster r 1000 to be
Generall, to defray Charges Garrison &ca

. paid Mr

The ace* being made up of the Madapoilam Cloth, bought & Sorted for the MApTam
R* HonbIe Compas ace' amounting to P 1404 : 07. Itt is onired to be paid. ciothtube
. £_ paid for.

Note.— the Diary and Consultations of the period, January 1 to February 17, 1633, have been taken from Publio
Consultations, Volume XII I, pages 193-248.



Records of Fort St. George

[2d.]

Concerning
Tasherifing
the J oint
Stock Mer-
chants.

Walter
Steward
Petition3 to
be freed
fromnhe
duty of a
Souldier.
Agreed to
free hira, he
paying the
Rt Honble
[Compas]
charge in

Bending him
ont.

Generall &ca

4.
Generall
from Coo-
daloor.

-FORT ST. GEORGE,JANUARY1681

Itt being usuall to Tasherif the R* Honble Compas Chief Meroh* 8 yearly atfc this

Season, but they having been no ways Servicable to the Comp*8 affairs this year, as
well from their own differences & disagreement as also from the troubles in the
Country, which greatly discourages & obstructs all trade, which occation'd our
hesitation in doing itt, But considering 'twould bee a great discredit to them, &
possibly occation such discontents as might bee prejudiciall to the trade of the
place, 'tis therefore agreed that they bee presented with broad Cloth as aocustom-
ary, itt amounting to a Small valine, but that they be reprehended for their
neglect and disagreement, and advised & assisted to a reconciliation.

One Walter Stewart a Phisitian coming out on the Resolution in the quallity
of a Souldier, and having had Severall Successful! practices in his profession here,
made itt his Petition to bee free'd from the duty of a Souldier, that he might have
more time to Study & practice, which in consideration, that there is great occation
for him in Town these Sickly times, 'tis agreed that he bee free'd from bearing
Armes, provided he pay the Charge &ca the R* Honble Compa have been att in
Sending him out.

Elihu Yale.
John Gray.
J. Biggs.
John Littleton.
R : Ffreeman.
Tho : Wavell.
Nat : Higginson.
Will : Fraser.

John Stables Sec ry
.

Rec d a Generall from Conimeer dated 31 st past with Invoyces and Bills of
Lading for what they have laden on the Royall James & Pearle, & a List of what
they rec d from aboard them, & both Sailed the 30 th past, they Send our Ace* Curr' &
that their books Shall follow as Soon as coppied, they desire a ffactor & a Writer
for their assistance in their business, they have delivered their goods & treasure to
the Merchants & want mony to pay their Washers, & charge of the Factory & to
Send them more Ropes & Gunnys, which are not procurable with them, & that
the troubles in those parts do daily encrease.

Recd a Generall from Coodaloor dated 31 th past advising the receipt of the
Pag 1000 Sent them, that they had ready there 229 Bales & att Portonovo 134,
that their Merchants desired Pag 20000 to carry on the Investment, which they
question not to compleat by the middle of next month, if Supplied with Said
money, & that they had put off half the Gold Thread to them att Pag 3f- ^ Rowl,
one with another designing the other half for the Portonovo Merchants.

Att a Consultation

Thursday
5.

Royall James
being fall

could not go
to Coodaloor
as order'd.
Curtana to be

sent to fetch
theirs &
Portonovo
goods.

Present

Elihu Talk Esq" President & Governour
MR John Gray Se John Biggs
ME John Littleton MB Robert Freeman
MK Thomas Wavell Mr Nath. Higginson

ME William Fraser.

Our orders to the Royall James for her dispatch to Coodaloor found her att

Conimeer, but she being full laden & no other Vessell there for to lighten her

they advise us, that she Sailed hither the 30 th of last month, to repair this dis-

appointment, Itt is agreed to hire the Curtana Frigat to fetch the goods from
Coodaloor & Portonovo, whereupon Cap* Anthony Weltden was Sent for, & treated

with about the Curtana's going, who Seemed unwilling to go the voyage, being

design'd for Acheen, but after Some discourse of the necessity thereof, as well to



Diary and Consultation Book, 1688

FORTST. GEORGE,JANUARY1681 [5th.]

Secure those goods from the danger & troubles of the Country, as to have them in Un^*i^gYo
D

readiness to Send to England upon the first Ship, without which wee could not go.

compleat a lading & that itt would bee a good Service to the R4 HonbIe Compa he
g ™?ht to

was porswaded to contract for the vojage att half a Pagoda freight each Bale, be half a

which we esteem very reasonable the usuall rate being one Pag from those parts.
F
^Q_

ea,ch

The freisrht

very reason-
able.

In their Generall Letter of the 31 th past the Chief &ca advising that their Coodaioor

Merchants are in a great readiness with their contract, & have much goods by ^q^reP^go
them, but cannot compleat their Investment, without more money requiring Pag 20000,

20000. Since the R* Honble Compa will Suddenly be much more indebted to

them, but- considering there may bee Some danger in advanceing & Sending so

great a Sumrae to them att once, 'tis agreed and order'd that no more then Pag
iOOOO bee Sent them now by the Curtana, but to advise them, wee Shall duely pay piooootobee
the remainer upon making up Acco tts

.
Bent them -

They also advising their want of money att Conimeer to dicharge their p 1000 to be

necessary expences, 'tis order'd that Pag 1000 bee Sent them with advice to ^eer*"
C° ni "

mannage itt with their greatest frugallity.

The R* Honble Compa being very desirous of Cotton Romalls and there offer- Cotton

ing a parcell for Sale, the Musters being examined by the Councill after Some boost*
8

treaties about them & the price, wee att last came to an agreement for them, att

Pag 13 ^ Corge each peice to contain 16 handkerchiefs, which wee esteem very
cheap, and the Warehouskeeper is order'd to Sort and receive them accordingly. To be Sorted

and received.

Elthtj Yale.
John Gray.
J. Biggs.
John Littleton.
r : ffbeeman.
Tho : "Wavell.
Nat : Higginson.

John Stables Sec ry
. "Will: Fraser.

Recd a Generall from Conimeer dated the 3 d Ins* giving an ace 1 of the 5.

troubles in those parts, & proposing the building a ffortification. ®ene ™u
.

Recd a Letter from Mes3rs Daniell Chardin & Salvadore Rodrigues dated att Genu from
Korpa the 23 th past advising to have rec d our Letter, & would keep the R* Hon le Messrs

Compas mony Sent with them, in their hands, till further order. Saivad'orf

Paid Mr Robert Freeman Pag 10827 : 27 for ace* of the Metchlep a Merch ts
5.

so much being due to them for goods delivered att Metchlepatam on the R* Honble ^*^ lepa

Compas aCCOmpt. . mony paid

The Merchants were Tasherift as order'd last Consultation day, also the ^mVstodT'
Chief & Second Cattamaran men, the former with 2 \ yards ordinary red broad Merchants

_

cloth, the latter with 2 yards, they having been very Servicable att all times,
&caTasherift -

especially when the Muckwaes run away, & old Chubdar haveing been a long^
time in the Rl Honble Compas Service, was also Tasherift with 2 yards of the Same
cloth as usuall

.

French news enformes us that the Moors att Surat are very Severe against Erenoh news
all Christians, that they had confiu'd the English, that were left there, & that the from Surat -

English Ships had blockt up Surat river.

Generalls to Coodaioor and Conimeer, dated this day approved & Signed 6.

containing directions, about their managing the R* Honble Compa8 affairs in those GenUato

ffactOrieS. & °Co!i°meer
This evening the Rl Honble Compas Chief Merchant, acquainted the President, 7.

that one of the Mogulls lifeguard, Sent down into these parts, to receive his Rents, ° ne ofthe

desired to wait upon him tomorrow, but doubting he might bee too prying & inqui- gatherers'
ent

sitive of the Garrison, excused his coming then, as being Sunday, & desired itt d
?

sirest °D ' ° •" vissit the
1-A Preeident.



Records of Fort St. George

[7th.]

Some of the
Covmcill sent
for.

The oooation
of bis coming.

Desires a
Gnard as f arr

as Kisna
river.

Consideration
thereupon.

The answer
return'd him.

He desires
permission

treasure into
Town.
Agreed to by
all.

Dismist
seemingly
pleased.

Letter from
the Governr
of Trincom-
bar;

Sends a List

of what
delivered for

use of the
Madras
fl'rigat.

The amfc to

FORTST. GHORGE,JANUARY1681

may bee atfc Nine this night, (M r Gray, M1' Littleton, & Mr Wavell, being Sent for &
present att his coming) when after a long discourse of the Court & Government, he
declared the occation of his coming was, that he had rec d about a Lack of Kup s &
Pag 6000 for the Mogulls ace* & had leftitt att Pullimelee, but in regard Sevagees
flying Army was forraging those parts, & robbing & plundering, desired our assist-

ance, to Supply him with 300 horse, 500 Souldiers & 500 Poods, to guard itt as

farr as Kisna River, wch he prest hard, & that 'twould bee most acceptable to the
King to Serve him in this danger, But the Governour considering the unreason-
ableness & dangerous consequence of undertaking Such a charge or iDtermedling
with things of that nature, return'd him for answer, that wee should bee alwayes
ready to Serve the Mogull to our power, but that hee well knew Sevagees forces,

& that he had lately taken three Forts and a hundred Towns, very near us, & dono
many other mischiefs in the Country & that this place was also threatned by him,
& was within Twenty four howers of us, therefore could not Spare our forces

from our Guards, besides that three or four hundred horse would signifie little, to

Sevagees three or four thousand in the field, tho wee fear'd not ten times So many
here, but there 'twould run the Kings money & our people into great danger, there-

fore desired him to consider well of itt, whereupon he desired permission, to bring
itt into Town, but hearing of our "Warr in Bengal] requested that the President
would give him his word and hand, that hee and his Treasure should bee Safe, &
have liberty to carry itt away, when he thought convenient, which being agreed
to by all, he was told by the President, that the Town was free to all persons, &
that no prejudice should bee done to him by the English, but that they should
fair as wee did & that he might choose what place he pleased to reside in, desiring
him to Send no more people then necessary, & those to be Sober and civill,

whereupon he was dismist, with Rosewater & Beetle & Seem'd pleased with the
discourse and entertainment.

Recd a Generall from Conimeer dated the 5 th Instant giving an ace' of a Ship
passing by there withfrench Coulors, & came to an Anchor in Pullicherry road,
putting out & riding with English Coulors there, they heard she came from Siam,
& had a great quantity of goods aboard her, & that there passed by afterwards a
Sloop which put out no Coulors, they Suppose her bound likewise for Pullicherry,
and would enquire concerning her.

Bec d a Letter from the Governour of Trincombar to the President dated 3 d

Ins 1 inclosing the following List of what deliver'd for use of the R* Honble Compas

Ship Madras ffrigatt amounting to Dollars 440, which he desired may be paid to
M1

' John Afflceck.

R.$.

Ooppyof the For the English East India Honble Comp:l their ace* rec d in Trincombar from
Trincombar. Honble East India Danes Company.

1 Main Mast '

1 Main yard
] Main Topsail yard
George Mathies for 2 months pay serving

for a shipwright a month 12 R.$.

George Emholt, for one months pay Ser-

ving for a Cooper, but now is out of

the Hon ble Danes East India Comp*8

Service, debted for a month

300
90
20

24

Claus Voogt. R.$. 440 :-

Fort Dansborg,
27 tb Dec r 1687.








































































































































































