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C.W. Gwynne Esqr,, 0.R.E.
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India;‘
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Simla, the :;i April 1920.

I:am directed to refer to the correspondence
end Ingleith your letter number 287 dated 28-3-1g,
and to forfar& for the infomatioh of His Excellency
the Governor in Council a cody of a telemram fran the
Secretary of State dated the 15th April 1920 on the
subject of instituting propaganda in India by means
of the cinematograph,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

\

Demuty Secretary to the Govermment of Indie,
. ¥ .
- b 3. ‘
VP %:., WELWEN )
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ipher pelegram’ from the Govt.

.
No 1078, .datdd §/65/20

i i
Reference Ginematograph'propagandafan@i%ﬁrrespondencé

(? 5‘_1 Z
ending with Home Dept Letter No 1074 of the-27th April. &A%

Z //7/'
£ The following telegram has been received from\the Sec- ”?f
g *

retary of State: ; ' Yot WS

I have a proposal under consideration for the eﬁ-,r \nd

gagement for two years of an expert who is now in o

eaployment in a leading film-producing firm

*treresese.a.ob0 viglt India. He would survey

cinema pdssibilities for the first six months and

thereafter investigate on the technical side the pro-

duction of films in India and instruct Indian opera-

) tors. The pay proposed for him is Rs 5°C per mensen,

and his travellinw expenses would be pald. His appara ‘

tus would cost £1500. Crossthwalte of the Central

5

Provineds, if you think it desirable, 1s willing to

e

M sl o v . .
’h‘"ﬁ I = ==

accompany him for six months.

I will conclude ar-

rangements 1f you agree and send the expert out as

soon as possible or when you deairé to have him.

! Rushbrook Williams who has been making enquiries

resultlng in the above proposal understands that in

the Central Provinces something on these lines was

in contemplation. Ends.

=

-

L)

whether the vigit of the expert as proposed would be of

advantage to you. : 5

I think that Home are dealing with cinematographs but I

i

: think that has to do with cengoring films. U.S.Home who

1s in the CIlJb will know. But why. in cipher now?
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“Publicity Buresu,
26th May 1920, )o

It ought to be possible to use the cinema for

; most of the purposes for which a lecture can new be

p ‘uséd. But it is not vhry easy to see how to turn the'

general‘ idea into practice. It is here that the pro- 2

pbsed expert night be able te give advice but I jouﬁt

whether he will be able to get over all the difﬁcultid,
in the way of ﬁh production for Governmont purposes.

Tkhe most obvieus case ir whick a c;.nm might be used

would be to reinforce a .ﬁouth and Welfare eupdn on
sanitation and healthy living. Buf; films would have to
be'special}y prepared for the purpose. The man who is
to prepare the film must know a good deal about sanita-
tion and be clear in his own mind as to the lessons he |

wants to drive home. He must also have a good deal
of imagination to help him dd‘viae scenes that would be
likely to impress the desired lesson on the audience,
Lestly he must know something of the cinema to ona’ble
him to get his scenes re-profuced on the film. To :
get any results it lookdas if it would be necessary to
place an officer with full knowledge and experi éncel of
sanitation on special duty fer a qonsiderable peried
for the production of cineme films on sanitary subjecta.
He would have to work of course in collab@ration with

a film producer thoroughly traineg in the vtechniqmt,»_‘
of film production. Such & film producer could
probably find employment fer most of his time in

producing the ordinary amusement films fo: the Indian
theatres if all the Local Governments could not between
them fully employ his time.

1/‘ Then if we want to use the cinema lecture in -3

the interests of the Agricultural Department, we should i
have to depute an agricultu:ral expert to work with the

technical expert in film production. I discussed

this once with Mr. Wood when he was acting Director
of Agriculture, end he was doubtful whether the




see hov to ukcjrnn et the cinm
not think that l’ublicity 'ould be Jm:l.!'iud'
: Madhos

! recomending e c}:endﬁ of mu.ch Joney on
If Indiu '111 pi._ eer

ing in the cinm at preaant.

"

the vay a.nd get-'good ﬁln producer ut-.'blished iﬁ
— India either as a priva.te a.dventnrer nr u.OIﬁoe: o! ;
the Governnont of—fndia., then the Sanitary Comiui‘.per

or the South Indian health a.nd Welfare haociation

e
i
b

might experiment by deputing an officer to eonpooa tnd

rerd

produce Sanitary Cinema lectures in collaboratiom vith"

the expert film produoer. ; o

y The South Indian Health and Welfare Associathion
might be consulted. A

4519

&

Piease see~ Publiocity Qfficer's noto m
/2 .The Govt. of India have esaly remindtdlu ror an earl:v

reply to their reference on page 3 o.f. Submitted ths_t : "

the publicity Officer's opinion in para 5 of his note

¥
above may be intimated to India by telegram.
5.The Publicity Officer has evidently not-oonsulted the

He has however ’

Director of Industries in the matter.

suggested & reference to the Jouth Indian Health and

B Piag )i | ar
i '}“' * )D s welfare Association. gSubmitted that after is-ue of the.
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