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Sovernor of Fadras.

SC. WU .

g4 r MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,
> S 9 , ¢

.

the undersigned Mr. S. N. Nair (now doctor), beg most respectfully

Your most w sdient arvant £ ;
UYL Wont opac.mn 8 il to submit the following few lines for your Excellency’s perusal :—

1.. That the memorialist is a Native of Punalur in Travancore State. There
are about 4,000,000 of inhabitants in the State, and at present over 13,000 Malayalees
(r‘en of Travancore, Cochin and Malabar) are attached to His Imperial Majesty’s
Indian Army, and out of which the petitioner was the first man who volunteered
to serve at the Front from this side of the Presidency. The Memorialist was serving
at the Front in France and Flanders in 1914-15 under the command of Major
General G. A. Cookson, of the 3rd Lahore Division Infantry. The petitioner is the
: only son of the soil who possesses * The 1914-15 Star ™ for meritorious service at the
i Front in France and Flanders.

|
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~ 2. That the memorialist was appointed on 28th October 1916, as a Recruiting
Officer to the 2nd Q. V. O. S. & M., and he was the Pioneer Nair Recruiting Officer
who ever visited Travancore State. Most of the 13,000 Malayalees mentioned above
are enrolled after the Petitioner’s Recruiting Travels and speeches in the West Coast,
and therefore he has reason to believe that the fruits of his pioneer sowing were
reaped out by those who followed him in the same sphere of activity.
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3. That recently the Government of India has issued a “G. O.” requesting
the local Durbars and all the District Collectors to make proper arrangements to im-
prove the position of discharged and disabled Military servants and the kith and
kin of deceased soldiers, etc.

4. That in Bhopal, Gwalior, Bikanir, Patiala, Kapurthala, Nabha and many
;v other native states in Northern India, the wives, children and near relatives of de-
ceased soldiers are allowed pension and free education. Puduval and Porampoku lands
are leased free of tax, in favour of discharged Military men there. Whenever there
is a vacancy under those durbars, the first chance’is given_to field-returned men, and
provided the applicant is able to fulfil the conditions required for appointment, the

first selection is also'made among the military servants,

5. That in Travancore State, no such arrangements seem to have been made
to improve the present poor condition of Field-returned men. For example, the peti-
tioner may be permitted to mention

(a) Recently, when there werk sim, vacancies iﬂdwamon Police Department, ¢
memorialist himself applied for one, stating that he was prepared to fulfil all the conditions
required for appointment in that Department ; but the Commissioner of Police replied thqt
he  cannot allow even a menial’s place under Iiim.” This is a Department where there are
hundreds of common uneducated men appm'nted on higher ranks; hence the reply givey,
is not only a disgrace to the petliltionm', but also it clearly points out the unwillingnegs of
Travancore officials to entertain poor soldiers in Government offices,




(b) That many a Field-returned man applied for Puduval and Porampoku lands
here, but not an inch of land was leased in favour of such men. The memorialist himself
applied for 30 acres of land at Hlampal in Punalur to the Tahsildar of Punalur in Novem-
ber 1916, and for an acre of land at Asramom to the Dewan Pishkar of Quilon in November
1919, and for an acre of land at Kottakkakom to the Tahsildar of Quilon in November 1919 ;
but the two former officers not even acknowledged the receipt of the petition, while the latter
gave a negative reply without inspecting the land in question. The 30 acres of land mention-
ed in this para were afterwards leased to a Syrian Christian who, of course, was lucky
enough to please the officials at Punalur Talug office.

6. That the petitioner applied both for Puduval land and for appointment, to His
Honour The Dewan of Travancore thrice, and the Chief Secretary once, and The Resi-
dent of Travancore twice, but to no good. Having no reply from the State Officials,
the memorialist petitioned to the Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George
on 13th November 1919, to His Excellency the Viceroy of India (through the
Personal Assistant to the Military Secretary) on 19th October and 9th December 1919,
and to the Adjutant General in India on the 16th December 1919. Although all the
9 European gentlemen have acknowledged the receipt of the petition in due time, yet
no improvement seems to have been made here in Travancore State beyond the
creation of a Committee called “ The Soldiers’ Committee™, composed of a stationary
merchant, two legal practitioners, and five (pensioned and non-pensioned) State
officials. To speak the truth, none except the President of the said Committee have
any practical idea of a soldier’s life in the real active field, and further the Committee
members also have not even seen a soldier in active dress, and therefore one can
easily foretell the good results expected from such a Committee. It would have been
advantageous to the ‘poor soldiers, had there been one or two Field-Returned men
/ also on the above Committee.

5 7. That, in conclusion, the memorialist begs to request the favour of your
Excellency to order the local Durbar :—

(i) To consider the claims of poor disabled and discharged soldiers,—men who had
spent years under thundering cannon shells, shrilling shrapmels and bullets, in incessant
rain, i waist-deep mud, in extremely cold weather, eating all the while Marcony ration with
Bully Beef with an occasional sip of Jamaica Red,—when making Government appointments
and leasing Puduval and Porampoku lands.

(ii) The Government of Travancore may kindly be asked to state the reason for not
appointing the memorialist when he was prepared to fullfil all the conditions required for
appointment in the Travancore Police Department.

(iii) The Durbar may also be requested to explain the reason for not leasing the 30
; agres of land at Elampal first applied for by a field servant, and why after some months, the
/i ‘, : same plot of land was given to one Syrian Christian, whose profession is, “after leasing
: vast areas of Forest lands together, to sell them to foreigners, making intermediate profit.”
(iv) The Local Durbar may kindly be requested to submit an account of beneficial
arrangements made by them in order to better the position of discharged soldiers in Travan=

- core States ;
(v) It is further suggested that the Durbar may be asked to sabmit an account of
petitions received for (1) appointments, (2) Puduval and Porampoku lands, from dis- d ?
charged Military servants, and to state how many such petitions were favourably disposed of. 48

I beg to remain,
- February, 1920. - ' Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

From :—
Dr. 8. N. NAIR,
RAMACHANDRAPURAM,

PUDUKOTAH STATE,
Via—TRICHINOPOLY,

8t Ju 1, 8, Press, Trichy.—1920,
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H. B. The Dewan of Travancere.

‘.May it please Your Bxcellency,
y b

In the last Anglo-Oerman War, w which is now concluded in

Peace there were many Indian soldiers, and a considerable pqrtlan o
them were enlisted from the West Coast. - All these scldiers were
grauped into comha+ant or non-combatant Armies. The combatants aren
to serve i1l 1life for pension, while the others are trained to wor
'ffor a épecified period only. Relativestof both these sets are
s entitled to certain allowances 1if ahy one of them meet with an
.accident durlgg Fleld or Sea Service.
Recentl; when the adwiniatration of Hcsopotamla was handa
%0 thg_British Governmant, a set of young men were enliated
the a;my; to assist the Army administratlan there, and these

prevzoualy trained fronm six weeks tJ three months in the spec

"Qveraeaa Training School, temporarily established at Saidapet, befd

i ]
[
&
)
]
t
$
i

beoing posted to their resnectlve duties in overseaa' ominions.
I!learn from Government of India publication that now thie

che above number, a selected few wers posted to the Real FPiring Line

S ST $TPATED S S D

: and those who did meritorious service during field service wera

rewarded ampfy nithguf’caate or race pre;ndlce in the ¢o urse nf

‘Iar gifts and bonusea %o Britash Soldiers. His Imperlal !aaeatj s

wtheir Indian comradea and the relatives and descendents of such men. -

Bt L2

Circumstantially, every Indian soldier, who is attached to an Indiaa
Regimental Bstablishment, is sntitied €o all the bemefits therecf.
cently the Covernment of India has isaued a "G.0.” inviting the

ttcntion of the Local Darbars and the District Collectors, tu4ﬂakev ¥




 thpa15‘Kabirta1a, Pattiala and Nabha,uand in many other ﬁativé

_;States in Northern India, Puduval lands are leaaed free af tax :

1n ravour of returned soldiers and their relatives. Free

'ﬂecondary Education is allowed to the sons and relatives of suohv

‘#men, When there are places vacant under those Durbars and if

there be ahy application from Hilit&ry men, the first selectibnlié

-_ not entitled to one or more of such medals. We have about

,aggf a aoldis{, at tirat half williugly consante&“!b‘!ﬁtéft

special taste from a half-sheet foolscap paper. Puduval an

‘lands are not leased in Travancore in favour.of discharged military

" men. In Nov. 1916, I applied for a small hill between Vettikkavalal

and Thampal in Punalore and in Nov. 1919 for an acre of land in
Asramam to the Diwan Peishkar of Quilon and for a few cents of 1ands'

at Kottakkakam to the Tahsildar at Quilon. But the present officiad s

" etiquette does'not seem to permit the two former officers even %o
‘acknowiedge receipt of the petition, while the latter had the courage

"o issue a negative answer without visiting the land.

All these Travancore official "Thamashas™ taught me to forwar

.

. the presant state of affairs to the higher authorities and to the
 PTeea for information, and I believe 1 am the cause of calling for

fan acconnt of Puduval lands leased in favour of discharged soldiers

«

~in Travancore by the Government of Madras, and also the creation .of

fﬁhe~801¢iara' Committee at Trivandrum.

!111 Your Bxcellency be pleaaa o inform the writer, if

_claima of men of his position who have spent years under thunderxng

cannon shells, shrilling sharpnells and bullets, in incessant rain;l}
in knee~deep mud, in extreme cold season, eating all the while

mareoni ration with bully beef with an occasional sip of Jamiccaws

\

'Red are not worth considering-—then whom do the Darbar mean to help?

It is a pity that I wrote to Your Bxcellency more than

: thrice, and to the Chief Secretary once, but no Ansvek, and hence 1

an §3=$f:£&i to pen all these facts tc the Press for jour perusal.

‘Pleaaa,,excusa the trouble.

I beg etec.,

" Barunagapalli, ' 8d/= Dr.8.N.Nair,

] (

Resident.
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3 &
Re: S.N.Neir's memorial. % ?/

Evovfr L. No. 1332 /o

Vi 3

Station___Trivendrum _ Dated the .. 24th-Mareh - 94 .

- Jo She Secretaray o the Sovermment of Madzao,
Revenua@M-%)QWPMmt' g

Sie, ' \v\’&f}“
" Reference Memorandum 1006- Revenue (épccial-"lar)
Department dated 20th March 1920| I have the honour to reply

as follows :— i

The S.N-ﬁair reforrad:submi tted a memorial which
was forwarded to the Chief Secrstary to Government Wi th my yo
~ 1382/19-1 on 1bth March 1920. It deals with the treatment
by the Travancors Darbar of men who have rsturneq from
Field Service and in particular with’ the refusal of the

Da.rjbar to appoint the memorialist as & Sub-Inspec tor of

Police or to grant any of his applications for land.
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in Bome cases is certainly that they ask for what cannot be

given then.

I have the honour
Sir,

Your most obedient

e - 3 2
For Resident.
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No. 1382/ 19=3.

Station . Camp-Mattupatti. ..

d Bsouiresl.C.S.

..... % RAEES SSE R i LT

H.L.Bra

aw

From (%a mo)

Resident in Travanccre & Cochin.

(Deoigmation) 21520008 20 Tragastore & ochine ol

8o Fhe Secretary o the Sovernment of Mlaczas,

\

Revenue (Special) Deparbments
&’0) . ) / ) "),‘

- e
. With reference togliovernment Memorandum No,1000 W=4

-

. A £ 3 S T iy 3 L 3 A e
dated €th instant, I have the honour to. enclose copy

.

i letley from the Diwan of Travancore Nu.L
- -

B h

April and of its enclosure on the subj

-

&

v fommad Al ‘\ ‘ )
o ex=army men and sepoys now in service.

3

I have the n.-nuur to be,
Dir, :

km' most obedient servant,
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t/ D.C.Letter from the Diwan of Travancore t§ %the Resident in 3

4 Travancore and Cochin, No.L.R.2882/1240 of 17 dated 9th April 19

With reference to your D.J.NQ.SQG/ZO, dated the 14th Febryuar;
1940, I write to inform you that, from the returns relating to-the
registry of lands in the names of recruits and other soldiers of the

Indian Army, received from all the Taluk 0ffices of the State (except

-
one), it is seen that, up to the 12+%

have been received, of which 126 applications have been disposed of

and 99 are pending final disposal. One application alone has been
A s

lon taluk. The

‘ e

granted and 6.63 acres of land registered in the Qu
/ "
reasons for the rejection of the remaining applications are given in

the statement appénded. The statement will show that registries in

most cases could not be effected as lands that were applied for by tis

Pt R S

applicants were not available for registry and could not thus be zms;ix
3 A /‘.—\.—. B2 M\ AT

s e e o

assigned. Nevertheéeless I am issuing stringent orders tv the Divisiia
A —————— et ¥ !
Peishkars and the Commissioner, Devicolam, to accord, wherever

ok

possible, special consideration ¢

O

e s 3

arplications frim recruitsiing als

| $0-4dnsist on all pending applieations being looked into closely and di:
Posed of promptly.

Grounds for rejection. Number of applications
re ected.

1. The lands applied for were either registered
holdings or under the occupation and enjoyment

of others. LS _ e 26
'73m32. The lands applied for were included in Fogest, :
Fuel or Grazing Reserves ' o 33
®. The applications were for the' rogistry of tank
or other poramboke or Devaswam land which cculd
not be registered s g 13
4, No land was specified in the application or lands
were not available in the locality specified. .. 17
S. Applicationg was not made through the proper
channels, .o 4
“The application was subsequently withdrawn. ., 1
The applicants refused to pay tharavila or wanted
the land free of tharavila and assessment. A 11
: : 125

'5; ‘ | (True co ies.) ' .
N i 6{1_/4;1777004// ‘?’v()
. | 24 To

et Resident,

e

i

i
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Quustron.— No. $ ' ~ for the meeting of the Legislative
Council to be held on the /X W 198¢.

Susmirrep that two copies of this Question may be forwarded to the

W,E C my Department with reference to Nos. (1) and (4) of the

rules regulating Secretariat procedure in dealing with these Questions in the

Legislative Council. ‘ i i i i i Vi ‘
o - M‘Mm coctim: " lool

et 1
i bl
U.0. No.$23~7 , dated “/Y}ro
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Locsl and Nunicipal(Legislative) Depth

- . 'l"' ”1‘ - £
i i
- [ . i ,
e Aaanit A ?!3.&3 oD i i ffni | }‘71 Printed elips qtfqunstions and answers for the
‘ { “’ wEe ) | meeting of the Legislative Céunecil held on the 29th
j N s f } S liareh 1920 are herewith forwarded to ‘the departments
’ 2 %" R » ccncerned. Supplementary questicns were put and
B ; answers given in respect of Qs&.1, 2, 3 and 35.
S \, i 4 : : ;
z’% a0 ;; y 1 i PR Copies ¢f these wi}}. follq:l.:
o5 | 3 g 1 i | W. 1T, -
S S Neadn X | B 15-5+1920,
S B : o |17 . ?.v'.‘ e
= .. 5-5-1920, -
g | ™ S T o 17-5-1920,
e A -we\*é\. z ; i : - : S e ety : s o » :
T L To the departuents of the Secretariat concerned with

(4

& oopy d‘fﬂ, the 1ist and 2 sets of questions and
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