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oo Gh0e Noo 264, 11th June 1019 - 72 0 )
Assistance to returned Indian soldiers and their dependents - - .
‘ Bequestini Collectors of districts to arrange for the posting of notices to the effect that the B '
oare of those who have served in the war and of the dependents of those who have fallen will be

the u{;eoial duty of the Government aud of ite officers and issuing orders on the question of giving ¥ s
free legal assistance to returned soldiers and the dependents of deceased soldiers. ; ’ ‘

i

Rzap—the following paper :— | ' | g .

Letter—irom Major 0. W. Gwynnz, Secretary, Idilian Soldiers’ 2 e

i To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras. ShL o <t

: Daled—8imla, the 22nd April 1919. Ry :
No.—153-1.8.B. ¢ . - .

- I am directed to inform you that the Indian Soldiers’ Board have had under -~ .= = -
consideration a minute forwarded from.the Military 8ecretary, India Office, containing - i
various suggestions for assistance to returned Indian soldiers and their dependents. a
While it 1s not necessary to trouble Loeal Governments with their suggestions in o
~ detail, two points arising out of the minute have been discussed by the Board, which 4
it is thought may merit further considergtion. ’ ; 2

(a) that it might be possible to issue definite instructions to all Distriot .
Magistrates that the dependents of soldiers who have fallen in the war should be e nh
specially protected ; and .. e :

(b) that more might be done to assist returned soldiers and the dependents
of deceased soldiers in litigation, and in particular that some scheme for enlisting - v
voluntarily the services of reputable pleaders at the main centres of litigation to look.

after ‘soldier’ cases might be devised.

3. In regard to (a), I am to say that the Board is fully alive to the fact that ne ;
"district officer is likely to overlook the claims to protection of any section of the c A
-eommunity in his distriet ; bis doors are open to all who may seek to see him ; and o
ithere are few district officers who are not in actual fact as well as in the language of fui1
petitions ¢the protectors of the poor’. Nor is it suggested that the dependents of
. . soldiers have not during the years of war been treated with every consideration by
distriot officers and their staffs. Reports are constantly being received from soldiers . - .
who have returned to.their homes from active s€tvice of their appreciation of 5
the care which has been bestowed, in their districts, upon the dependents they :
left behind when they went overseas. It will, however, be readily accepted that !
this class is likely to require special protection in the immediate future, and parti- - . °
cularly so in those districts in which the soldier who Las gone on servige belongs to
‘the agricultural clasges. Long absence on service may have laid up for him special
difficulties on his return ;—it may be with regard to boundaries, it may be in
oonnexion with money-lenders’ claims; while in some cases the troubles may be 2
more intimately connected with family relations. Where soldiers have fallen in
the war, widows and children may be in a particularly defenceless position, especially
where other male relatives may have succumbed to the recent epidemic. To remedy
.evils of this kind various suggestions have been made such as the establishment of = . ..
" advisory committees- or the appointment in distriots, where soldiers are numerous, - g
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 ment thwshthawﬂﬁ strie . “him that the pec T A8 those who fallen will ~duty of the Government and of its officers

e e o e
3 y W mig i auth rity. the . v / b 1 ul 3 B iy s Lhr 2 ‘ .
ﬁ s Rioe e e el s ollectors of districts are requested to arrange for the posting of notices to the

X 32! & ¥ 3 - 4 . ogr o f h . - . .
dependents of those who have fallen will be the special duty of the Sirker throug \bove effect, both in English and in the vernacular of the locality, at their own offices

¥ ) : ~ and at all tal@k and subdivisional offices in their districts. L
y the country and that the constant dissemination of this fact during the period : E R : : il o
immediately following demobilization, may of itsglt help to counteract oppression: 3. It has also been suggested that some scheme might be devised for giving free
. and hardship. \ X

legal assistance to returned soldiers and the dependents of deceased soldiers. 'T'he
: : et Wyay A ‘ p e e - Governor in Council recognizes that any sueh proposal involves the danger of
4. 1t is not, of course, the desire of the Board to dietate in any way to Local [ - @  encouraging the ex-sepoy to undertake unnecessary litigation with-a view merely to |
Governments as to how this policy if approved should be carried out, and they feel that ~ the discomfiture of his private enemies. To guard against this possible danger such |
quite possibly all that it is practicable to do in this direction has been done and is being S ‘ ‘
done by distriet officers. It is more upon the public pronouncement of the policy ;

-+ free legal assistance might be given only on the recommendation of the district
1 ~ officer, or of the District Soldiers’ Committee or of & sub-committee appointed for the

that the Board would venture to lay particular stress, and they think that mueh - 3
good might be done by posting notices to the above effect in the offices of Distriet i

- purpose. It isnot unlikely that the Bar Associations in most places would arrange
¢ . : g et for free legal assistance to deserving ex-sepoys. Failing this it seems possible that

Magistrates or possibly at the headquarters of tahsils and subdivisions and by adopting

other means of publication. ¢

X individuoal pleaders might be found to take up * soldier ’ cases free. -If, however, some
- financial consideration. is indispensable, the Government hope that District Soldiers’
5. I am accordingly to ask whether in the opinion of the Governor in Counecil . Committees will eonsider the possibility of helping ex-sepoys in genuine cases by the
it would be possible to dg anything more in this direction, and whether if the
policy outlined above is approved, instruction might be issued to that effect to all

“;”.;.'/ : payment of pleaders’ fees or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the
District Magistrates in any form which Local Governments may think desirable.

‘benefit of ex-soldiers and their dependents.
6. With regard to (3), f am to say that there seems every likelihood of a large ' v bt

number of soldiers being confronted with law suits on their return to India, and in g e A. Y. G. CanpBerL,

the case of those who have fallen their dependents may, in many cases, be harassed ; : Acting Secretary to Government.

with threats of litigation. The majority of such soldiers will doubtless be able to ‘

pay for legal advice, but others, especially the incapacitated, and in most cases

widows and minor children, will have little means at their disposal. Tt is thought

that among lawyers in India some would be found at nearly every centre of litiga- - 4

tion who would be glad, out of purely philanthropic motives, to assist their soldier :

fellow-countrymen in necessitous cases. The suggestion is by no means new: the

learned professions in other countries have often made arrangements for gratuitous

legal advice to the poor, and there is no reason to suppose that lawyers in India

will exhibit any lesser degree of benevolence.. It is possible that the various Bar

Associations would be ready and willing to give the movement their active co-opera-

tion. In the opinion of the Board, the mere fact that there would be reasonable

legal advice available without charge in ‘soldier’ cases, would go far to reassure

the class whose interests it is desired specially to protect, and would minimize the

risk of unserupulous attempts to take advantage of the helplessness of those whose
P natural protectors have been removed by the war. I am accordingly to request

that the Indian Soldiers’ Board may be favoured with the views of the Governor
in Council on the practicability of this proposal. ;

e

To all Collectors and District Magistrates.
,» the Commissioner of Police, Madras.

Copy to the Board of Revenue. 2 ‘
General Officer Commanding, 9th Division (with C.L.).

- Editors’ Table.

' Order—No. 264, Revenue (Special) (War), dated 11th June 1919.

The Governor in Council desires to impress on all District Magistrates the
- necessity for affording special protection to the dependents of Indian soldiers who have
- fallen in the war. It is recognized that the-dependents of soldiers have during the
years of war been treated with every consideration by district officers and their staffs.
- This class is, however, likely to require special protection in the immediate futur
and particularly so in those districts in which the soldier who has gone on a
~ service belongs o the agricultural classes. Long absence from home may have
‘up for him special difficulties on his return and it is probable that in many ¢
will be involved in debts, litigation, or disputes which are the direct result
e on service. Various suggestions have been made to remedy evils of this k
ernor in Council, however, holds the view that whatever measure of proteoti
- possible should come directly from the Government through the ageney. of 1

par



~ Tns How'siz Mr. A. Y. G. CAMPBELL, o.Lg, 1.CS.,
AR Acting/Secretary to the Government of Madras,
i A " Revenue (Special) (War) Departinent,

To

Tas SECRETARY, INDIAN SOLDIERS’ BOARD,
' ‘ SIMTA.

’

" Dated, Ootacamund, the 11th June 1919.

’

Sin, : : |

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 153-1.8.B., dated L

- the 22nd April 1919, and to say that His Excellency the Governor in Council o

approves of the policy outlined in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the letter. I am to enclose

. for your information a copy of the proceedings of this Government No. 264, dated
* 11th June 1919, issuing instruetions to all District Magistrates in the matter.

2. With regard to the proposal in paragraph 6 of your letter, the Governor in
Council is of opinion that some qualification should be introduced to guard against )
the danger of encouraging the ex-sepoy to undertake unnecessary litigation with a
s view to the discomfiture of his private enemies. In his opinion the contemplated free
~ legal assistance should be given only on the recommendation of the district officer or
.~ of the District Soldiers’ Committee or of a sub-committee appointed for the purpose.
~ TItis not unlikely that either the Bar Associations or particular pleaders could be
‘found in most places to take up * soldier’ cases free ; but if not, it may be hoped that
District Soldiers’ Committees would be able to assist ex-sepoys in genuine cases by
the payment of pleaders’ fees or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the , '
G benefit of ex-soldiers and their dependents. Instructions on the above lines are being e
issued to all distriot officers in the proceedings a copy of which is enclosed. o

2

4 ¢
£

' I have the honour to be,
T e

o _ ‘ :  Your most obedient servant,

e e K YL G OXNPRIGY, '
: ! : ' - Acting Secretary to Government. '

U 3
g ) .



~

v ‘ oleboi‘é Who have served
dto A wﬂl h
: tices to this : m e
Gf Tabsils and Subdivisions, ete., ahil :

hould be devised for enlmtmg volunhrily the seivxoes of

of litigation to look‘atber soldier’ cases.

ependen [ ' N Revenue
1 ,iizy(’mt) dated llth Lpnl 191 1
The. suggestion of the Indian Soldiers
| Board may be aooepted aud it may be
bronght to the notice of District
i e})mtrwt Committees also
todo ﬁnyﬂﬂng more 1n the

Govarnment in




= e ’ ey "~¢ Y ﬁ}m :
“of soldiers should ot be left to the
—making it th

i T i e UL S W aDsWo m—20-5-19

and his dependent. The letter trul P Pk S ATRATEERT NS R Oy el
v AE ere ~ Yes. Weneed not await orders from the Indian Soldiers’ Board. It does not
Yes. | eeems to be noharmin issuinga _ ~ affect other provinses or military authorities.
. AY.G.0—12-6-19, |ment Order (and placing it on th ‘ | A. Y. G. Campprrr—21-5-19.

Editors’ Table) on the lines of paragraphs
I“D“‘""b‘“z 3 and 4 of the letter, and posting up the
: Government Order at all taluk offices.

(2) Pleaders’ fees—The letter seems to take rather an optimistic view of the
public spirit of the mufassal lawyer, but it ought not to be impossible for distriet
; committees to arrange for a reputable vakil in each large centre to give advice free and
to conduct cases at reasonable rates; on the recommendation of the committee a
contribution might be made towards the cost of litigation in deserving cases. There
should be no difficulty in inducing a young vakil who has a practice to build up, to
take up the post of ¢ soldiers’ friend ’ for a low remuneration, merely as an advertise-
ment. The obvious objection to any such proposal is the danger of encouraging
unnecessary litigation. I remember that I was nearly worried to death by a sepoy
who as soon as he returned from the front instituted criminal and civil cases in every
court in the neighbourhood against all his friends and relatives and endeavoured to
use me as his consulting solicitor ! The question may however be referred to district
committees for report.

) 3 ;
The drafts have been added to with reference to the orders above and are
submitted for approval. Home (Judicial) may see the case before issue.

C.K.—22-5-19.

8.W.—22-5-19.
A.Y.G.C.—23-5-19.

Homr (Juproran) DEPARTMENT.

Paragraph 3 of the draft may be perused and the case returned to Revenue
(Special). :
B.R.—24-5-19.

C. H. Brown—27-5-19.
R. RamacHaNDRA Rao—1-6-19.

8. Wansworta—10-5-19.
e 1 Revenus (Speoran) (War) DRPARTMENT.
I think proposal (4) must be qualified in some way or there will be a danger of

an ex-sepoy rushing into litigation simply to worry his private enemies. Perhaps it

would be best to suggest that such free legal assistance should be given only
o i R R on the ’rwoanlelndationn of the District

LD.—13-5-19 Soldiers’ Committee or of a sub-committee

g : e '_ _appointed for the purpose. I think it

not unlikely that either the Bar Associations or particular pleaders could be found

: in most places to take up such cases free; but if not perhaps the District Soldiers’

. . Committees could assist ex-sepoys in genuine cases by the payment of pleaders’. fees
or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the benefit of ex-soldiers and
their dependents.

May issue ?
S.W.—2-6-19.

A.Y.G.C.—2-6-19.

Approved. His Excellency should see.
L. D[avrpson]—3-6-19.
A.Y.G.C.—4-6-19.

W/[inrinGnoN |—4-6-1 9.
Issue.

AY.G.C.—5-6-19.
: A. Y. G. CavpBRLL—12-5-19.

: L. D{avinsox]—18-5-19. ~ [6-0. Nos. 264-65, Revenuo (Special) (War), dated 11th Jure 1919.]
A draft order and a draft letter to the Indian Soldiers’ Board are submitted for
approval. Home (Judiecial) may perhaps see the case before the drafts issue. :

C.K.—16-5-19 :
S.W.—17-5-19.

The draft to Collectors doesn’t contain anything about suggestion (3) "
modified above. Is another draft to Collectors to be put up in that coﬁ;snexios. o

AY.G.0—19-b-10; =

Submitted that the Indian Soldiers’ Board have not asked us to issue instruetions
regarding proposal (b) in paragraph 6 of their letter. They have only asked for the
opinion of this Government on the practicability of this proposal; while in the case
of proposal (a) the Board have asked us, if we approved it, to ’issne the necessar
orders. It is submitted that a further communication may be expected from the Boari :
1éeogl:lardtmg proposal (?), and on its receipt definite instructions will be issued to the

ectors.

" C.K.—19-56-19.
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The Rovernor in Council desires

ito imnress on all Distriet Muvlqtrates

the neﬂeJ.at\ for affording snecial
protection td-the.deﬁewdents of Indian .
soldiers who have fallen in the war .

1t is recognised that the depnendents

of soldiers have during the jears of
war been treated with every considera-
tion by district ol‘l'i(:.ers and their
staffs. This classgis, however,

likely to resuire ssnecial r'btecti.n

in the immediate future and r)m'ticu!ar'-.-"“£
ly so in these districts in which the

soldier who has gzone on active service

5belo1qs to the agricultural clas<es.

L
x

' Long ahsence from home flay have laid

'up for him snecial difiiculties on his

return and it is - nrobable that in m

ecases he will be involved in debts,

litigation, or dismutes which are
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whatever measure of protection may | ible should come
ment through the agency of the Ltn ict officer; it is to h

distrigh look for protection, and it is obviously undesirable to _
which might elash with his authority. The Board also think that it should
be widely known that the care of those who have served in the war and of the

~ dependents of those who have fallen will be the special duty of the Sirkar throughvut

the country and that the constant dissemination of this fact during the period

immediately following demobilization, may of itselt help to counteract oppression

and hardship.

4. Tt is not, of course, the desire of the Board to dictate in any way to Local
Governments as to how this policy if approved should be carried out, and they feel that
quite possibly all thatit is practicable to do in this direction has been done and is being

done by district officers. It is more upon the public pronouncement of the policy .~

that the Board would venture to lay particular stress, and they think that much
good might be done by posting notices to the above effect in the offices of District
Magistrates or possibly at the headquarters of tabsils and subdivisions and by adopting
other means of publication. !

5. I am accordingly to ask whether in the opinion of the Governor in Council
it would be possible to do anything more in this direction, and whether if the
policy outlined above is approved, instruction might be issued to that effect to all
District Magistrafes in any form which Local Governments may think desirable.

L 6. With regard to (b), 1 am to say that there secems every likelihood of ‘a large
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number of soldiers being confronted with law suits on their return to India, and in
the case of those who have fallen their dependents may, in many cases, be

with threats of litigation, The majority of such soldiers will doubtless be able to
pay for legal advice, but others, especially tbe incppacitated, and in most cases
widows and minor children, will have little means at their disposal. It is thought
that among lawyers in India some would be found at nearly every centre of litiga-
tion who would be glad, out of purely philanthropic motives, to assist their soldier
fellow-countrymen in necessitous cases. The suggestion is by no means new: the
Jearned professions in other countries have often made arrangements for gratuitous
Yegal advice to the poor, and there is no reason to suppose that lawyers in India
will exhibit any lesser degree of benevolence. It is possible that the various Bar
Associations would be ready and willing to give the movement their active co-opera-
tion. In the opinion of the Board, the mere faot that there would be reasonable
legal advice available without charge in *soldier’ cases, would go far to reassure
the class whose interests it is desired specially to protect, and would minimize the
risk of unserupulous attempts to take advantage of the helplessness of those whose
natural protectors have been removed by the war. I am accordingly to request
that the Indian Soldiers’ Board may be favoured with the views of the Govermor

in Counecil on the practicability of this proposal.

1

-
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sence from home may have
nd 1t is probable that in many cases he
disputes whicli are the direct result of his
ario estions have been made to remedy evils of this kind.
un ', holds the view that whatever measure of prot
possible s direetly from the Government through the oy of tl
strict officer. The Governor in Council accordingly desires that it should be w g
known that the care of those who have served in the war and of the dependents of
those who have fallen will be the special duty of the Government and of its officers

throughout the country. . : ‘ . 3
" 2. Collectors of districts are requested to arrange for the posting of notices to the
~ above effect, both in Euglish and in the vernacular of the locality, at their own offices
- and at all taluk and subdivision, offices in their distriets.

- 3. It has also been su, that some scheme might be devised for giving free
~ legal assistance to returned soldiers and the dependents of deceased soldiers. The
~ Governor in Council recognizes that any such proposal involves the danger of
~ encouraging the ex-sepoy to undertake unnecessary litigation with a view merely to -
~ the discomfiture of his private enemies. To guard against this possible danger such
~ free legal assistance might be 'given only on the recommendation of the distriet

“officer, or of the District Soldiers’ Committee or of a sub-committee appointed for the
& pnrm 1t is not unlikely that the Bar Associations in most places would arrange
~for legal assistance to deserving ex-sepoys. Failing this it seems possible that

~ individual pleaders might be found to take up ‘ soldier ’ cases free. If, however, some
financial consideration is indispensable the Government hope that District Soldiers’
Committees will consider the possibility of helping ex-sepoys in genuine cases by the
payment of pleaders’ fees or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the
benefit of ex-soldiers and their dependents.

: : » ~ (True extract) :
v & ' A. Y. G. CanpBBLL,
R o 5 ) A Acting Secretary to Government.
i o Qo oot Dighiat mgidm-. o5 , B

the Board of Revenne. 3 " Order only.) <
A ers] Offioy Oosaanding, 9th Divisien, (with O:3.). oly-)
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arrange posting
who have served in the war and of the dependents of those who have fallen will be
the Government and of its officers and issuing orders on question of giving
to returned soldiers and the d of deceased soldiers.

ollowing paper :—

ZLetter—trom Major O. W. Gwrsxs, Secretary, Indian Soldiers’ Board,
the Cheif Secretary to the Government of Madras. /

imla,the 22nd April 1919.

53-1 8.B.

: I am directed %o inform you that the Indian Soldiers’ Board have ‘had under
B0 consideration a minute forwarded from the Military Secretary, India Office, containing

various suggestions for assistance to returned Indian soldiers and their dependents. X
’ While it is not necessary to trouble Local Governments with their suggestions in“rr 3
detail, two points avising out of the minute have been discussed by the Board, which
it is thought may merit further consideration.

= 2. It has been suggested— - : _
: (a) that it might be possible to issue definite instructions to all Distriot

Magistrates that the dependents of eoldiers who have fallen in the war should be

»

o ; » -
” 4 [ &ﬁ ksl P Suh U Y3 .

! _ . R T P specially protected ; and -
3 ,é - i b S o {bf that more might be done to aesist returned soldiers and the dependents
g el I e of deceased soldiers in litigation, and in particular that some scheme for enlistin
e . S ‘j s voluntarily the services of reputable pleaders at the main centres of litigation to loo

. .4 after ¢ soldier’ cases might be devised.
. " f‘.'. 3. In regard to (a), I am to say that the Board is fully alive to the fact that no

district officer is likely to overlook the claims to protection of any section of the iy 2
community in his distriet ; his doors are open to all who may seek to see him ; and -3
there are few district officers who are not in actual fact as well as in the language of
petitions ¢ the protectors of the poor’. Nor is it suggested that the dependents of
soldiers have not during the iyears of war been treated with every consideration by
distriet officers and their staffs. Reports are. constantly being received from soldiers
who have returned to their homes from active service. of their appreciation of
the care which has been bestowed, in their districts, upon the ndents they
left behind when they went overseas. It will, however, be readily ‘accepted that
this class is likely to require special protection in the immediate future;and parti-
cularly so in those distriets in which the soldier who Las gone on service belongs to
the agricultural classes. Long absence on service may have laid up for him ial
difficulties on his return ;—it may be with regard to boundaries, it may.ﬂzoin
connexion with money-lenders’ claims; while in some cases the troubles may be
more intimately connected with family relations. Where soldiers have fallen in- e
the war, widows and children may be in a particularly defenceless position, especially ‘
where other male relatives may have succumbed to the recent epidemic. To remedy
:‘}i)( of this kind various suggestions have been made such as the establishment of
visory committees or the appointment in distriots, where soldiers are numerous,
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" Governments as to how this pelicy if approv
-quite possibly all that it is practieable to do i

7 ,n-vun (Semorar) (War), mi 1919

possible should eome directly from
ment through the agency of the icf officer; it is to him that the people of &
district look for protection, and it is obtiously undesirable to establish any outside
agency which might clash with his authdrity. Thé Board also think that it should
be widely known that the care of those jwho have served in the war and of the
dependents of those who have fallen will b the special duty of the Sirkar throughout
the country and that the constant dissemination of this fact during the period
immediately following demobilization, may of itselt help to counteract oppression

Board to dictate in any way to Local
should be carried out, and they feel that
is direction has been done and is being
done by distriet officers. It is more upon the public pronouncement of the policy
that the Board. would venture to lay partic stress, and they think that much
good might be done by posting notices to the above effect in the offices of Distriet
Magistrates or possibly at the headquarters.of thhsils and subdivisions and by adopting
other means of publication. /
5. I am accordingly to ask whether in opinion of the Governor in Council
it would be possible to do anything more in"this direction, and whether if the
policy outlined above is approved, instruetion might be issued to that effect to all
District Magistrates in any form which Local Governments may think desirable.

4. Tt is not, of course, the desire of th

6. With régard to (b), 1 am bo-say that tliere seems every likelihood of aTarge
iers being confronted with law suits on their return fo India, and in

the case of those who have fallen their dependents may, in many cases, be harrassed
with threats of litigation, The majority of sug¢h soldiers will doubtless be able to
pay for legal advice, but others, especially the incapacitated, and in most cases
widows and minor children, will have little means at their disposal. It is thought
that among lawyers in India some would be found at nearly every eentre of litiga-
tion who would be glad, out of purely philanthropic motives, to assist their soldier
fellow-countrymen in necessitous cases. The suggestion is by no means new: the
learned professions in other countries have often|made arrangements for gratuitous
legal advice to the poor, and there is no reasonjto suppose that lawyers in India
will exhibit any lesser degree of benevolence. & is possible that the various Bar
Associations would be ready and willing to give the movement their active co-opera-
tion. In the opinion of the Board, the mere fact that there would be reasonable

_legal advice available without charge in ¢ soldier’ cases, would go far to reassure

the class whose interesis it is desired specially to protect, and would minimize the
risk of unserupulous attempts to take advantage of the helplessness of those whose

protectors have been removed by the war] I am accordingly to request
that the Indian Soldiers’ Board may be favoured with the views of the Governor
iu Council on the practicability of this proposal.

The Board, however, hold the view that
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! $ aiwolla gttt £ 7 : _ in ¢ itigation, or disputes which are the direct
ey R : bsence on service. Various suggestions h“}:b“n made to remedy evils of this kind.
: : ! or.in Council, however, holds the view that whatever measure of protection

possible should come directly from the Government through the agency of the
listrict officer. The Governor in Council ingly desires that it should be widely
~ known that the care of those who have served in the war and of the dependents of
those who have fallen will be the special duty of the Government and of its officers
oughout the country. g s T
2. Collectors of districts are requested to arrange for the posting of notices to the
above effect, both in English and in ihe vernacular of the locality, at their own offices
and a taluk and subdivisiongeter, offices in their distriets. el
" 8. It has also been suggested that some scheme might be devised for giving free
legal assistance to returned soldiers and the dependents of deceased soldiers. 'I'he
vernor in Council recognizes that any such proposal involves the danger of
~ encouraging the ex-sepoy to undertake unnecessary litigation with a view merely to
 the discomlfiture of his private enemies. To guard against this possible danger such
free legal ussistance might be given only on the recommendation of the distriet
officer, or of the Distriet Soldiers Committee or of a sub-committee appointed for the £
purpose. It is not unlikely that the Bar Associations in most places would arrange ¢
for free legal assistance to deserving ex-sepoys. Failing this it seems possible that
ndividual pleaders might be found to take up * soldier ’ cases free. If, however, some
fidancial consideration is indispensable the Government hope that District Soldiers’
the possibility of helping ex-sepoys in genuine cases by the

~ Committees will consider
meut of pleaders’ fees or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the

ey
benefit of ex-soldiers and their dependents.
BLisins e (True extract)

.
QHrY N Ly

*A. Y. G. CanupBBLL, _
Acting Secretary to Government.

x “To all Collectors and Distriot Magistrates. : » :
: the Commissioner of Polics, Madras. : :
* Copy to the Board of Revenue. * : N
O P Geners) Officer Commanding, $th Division (with O.L.) | A i 4
Editors’ Tuble. % : o \ ;
ot
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From the Secretary, Indian Soldiers’ Board, dated 22nd April’1919,
No. 153-1.8.B.

o . : _ReveNur (Sexcrav) (ngn) DEPARTMENT.

The Indian Soldiers’ Board suggest that— -
(1) it should be made widely known that the care of those who have served
in the war and of the dependents of those who have fallen in the war would be the
special duty of the Sirkar and that notices to this effect should be pasted in the
Huzur office or at the headquarters of Tabsils and Subdivisions, etc., and i
(2) some scheme should be devised for enlisting voluntarily the services of 1
pleaders at the chief centres of litigation to look after ¢ soldier ’ cases.
2. As regards (1) it is submitted that District Soldiers’ Committees have already -
been formed in all districts to look after the interests ‘of Indian soldiers and their

: : dependents [G.0O. No. 164, ,Revenue
‘ _ This seems to me to be the opposite of what (Special) (War) dated 11th April 1919.
257 uun;l.wd'for—whlch is a Goverument Order to The suggestion of the Indian Soldiers’
. all district officers. ;
A * S.W.—10-5-19. | Board may be accepted and it may be
brought to the mnotice of Distriet
Committees for such action as may be necessary. The District Committees may also e
be asked to consider whether it would be possible to do anything more in the
' ‘ ' direction of making public the policy outlined by the Board.

TR 3. With regard to legal assistance to sepoys, it was suggested to Government in
.- : 237 May 1918 that Collectors of districts

i/ ;IE"’GW&"‘? they ‘f’?’:e”fu’n 3h°tod"t:“’l" i‘; should be authorized to get @overnment
; fd:i::. T TR AN €% 6% Pleaders or pleaders doing Government
A.Y.G.0.—12-5-19, work to o!fer legal advice to men on

L ; p wdCtive service and to appear for them if
S ol YV neces&ry’ in courts, their fee being paid bY Government. 'The Government were not
in favour of ‘the,s 'éestion. It is for orders whether Collectors may be requested to

report on the practicability of the proposal made by the Indian Soldiers’ Board ; but

before doing so the remarks of Home (Judicial) may be invited on it.
C.K.—9-5-19.

! K,' N L

“e * -

W

: > As to (1) the Indian Soldiers’ Board are particularly anxious that the protection

T of soldiers should ot be left to the C(()P)fnittees, but that definite orders should be
. ‘@, . issued—and published—making it the duty of every district offficer to protect the soldier
L and his dependent. The letter truly remarks that such orders will only enforce

what is already being done, but there
Yes. seems to be no harm in issuing g Govern-
AY.G.0.—12-5-19. | ment Order’ (and placing it on the
L.D.—13-5-19 l Editors’ Table) on the lines of paragraphs
; " | 3 and 4 of the letter, and posting up the

Government Order at all taluk offices.
(2) Pleaders’ fees—The letter seems to take rather an optimistic view of the
public spirit of the mufassal lawyer, but it ought not to be impossible for distriat

committees to arrange for a reputable vakil in each large centre to give advice free and
to conduct cases at reasonable rates ;ron the recommendation of the committee a
contribution might be made towards the cost of litigation in deserving cases. There
should be no difficulty in nducing a young vakil who has a practice to build up, to
take up the post of ¢ soldiers’ friend * for a_low remuneration, merely as an advertise-

ment.  The obvious objection to any such proposal is the danger of encouraging

-‘s.v
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litigation

nmecessary litigation. I remember that I was nearl 0 daetts Ty
ho as he returned from the front instituted criminal and civi cases in_every
:on:t.:n.:l:: ;:ighbohrhood inst all his friends and relatives and endeavoured to

use me as his consulting solicitor ! The question may however be referred to district

committees f y
AT ok 8. Wansworrs—10-5-19.
I think proposal () must be qualified in some way or there will be a danger of
an ex-sepow rushing into liti&stion simply to worry h.ls private enemies. ;Perhaps it
would be best to suggest that such free legal assistance should be given only
£a e 19 on the recommendation of the Disfrict
Or the * distriot °ﬁ;f_'_13_5_m. Soldiers’ Committee or of a sub-committee

.. appointed for the purpose. I think it
not unlikely that either the l‘:'E;r!_x-_—_;:s0(3ia!:ions or particular pleaders could be found
in most places to take up such cases free; but if not perhaps the Distriet Soldiers’
Committees could assist ex-sepoys in genuine cases by the payment of pleaders’ fees

or a portion of them out of funds to be collected for the benefit of ex-soldiers and
their dependents.

4 A. Y. G. Camperrr—12-5-19.
L. D[ avipson]—13-5-19.
A draft order and a draft letter to the Indian Soldiers’ Board are submitted for
approval. Home (Judicial) may perhaps see the case before the drafts issue.
C.K.—16-56-19

-

S. Wansworra—17-5-19.
ything about suggestion (b) as
put up in that connexion.

A.Y.G.C.—19-5-19.
Submitted that the Indian Soldiers’ Board have nof asked us to issue instruections

regarding proposal (4) in paragraph 6 of their letter, 3 - They have
only asked for the opinion of this Government on the practicability of this proposal ;
while in the case of proposal (2) the Board have asked us, if we approved it, to issue
the necessary orders. It is submitted that a further communication may be expected

from the Board regarding proposal (6), and on its receipt definite instructions will be
issued to the Collectors.

C.K.—19-5-19.

We may, however, if Secretary thinks fit, act on our own initiative in the
tter.

The draft to Collectors doesn’t contain an
modified above. Is another draft to Collectors to be

S.W.—20-5-19.
Yes. We need not await orders from the Indian Soldiers’ Board. It dods not a
affect other provinges or military authorities.

A.Y.G.C.—21-5-19.
The drafts have been added to with reference to the orders above and are

submitted for approval. - Home (J udicial) may see the case before issue.
C.K.—22-5-19.

S.W.—22-5-19.

A.Y.G.C—23-5-19. :

Homz (Juprerar) Departyest. -
ph 3 of the draft may be perused and the case returned to Revemue

(Special). ﬁ?
B.R—24-5-19. k-
C. H. Brows—27-5-19. 5
R. RamacHaNDRA Rao—1-6-19. |

Revesus (Sesoran) (War) D:parTussr.

May issue ?
S.W.—2-6-19.
A.Y.G.C.—2-6-19.
Appreged. His Excellency should see.

. _ L. D[avrnsox 6-19.

§ 4. A.Y.G.C.—4-6-19.

W[iLrinepoN ]—4-6-19.

Issue,
, A.Y.G.C.—5-6-19.
[G.0. Nos. 264-65, Revenue (Special), dated 11th June 1919.]
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