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Fiue No. 167 or 1898.

Serian No. 1.

No. 327 C., dated Simla, the 30th October 1898.

Frotme=V eTERINARY-COLONEL A, E. QUERIPEL, Inspector-General, Civil Veterinary
Department,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India,
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE,

I uave the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, the
following report of my deputation fto Cyprus in connection with the supply of donkey
_stallions, but prior to doing so I would lay before you the result of a series of interviews
Y i ich I had when in England bearing on the supply from the Continent.
J 9. On my visit to Major-General Sir Oliver Newmarch at the India Office, I was
informed that our purchasing Agent, Mr, C. L, Sutherland, would be unable to comply in
“full with our indent for 20 donkey stallions, I therefore saw that gentleman on frequent
"oecasions and fully discussed the question with him, when I learned that all that could be
expected this year were 10 Catalans, which he proposed purchasing throngh Agents, as he
did not consider it wise to visit Spain himself owing to the state of public feeling. He further
informed me that he would be able to send one more, viz, :—a cross between a Poitou and a
Catalan—this therefore left 9 short of the number indented for. In discussing the supply
from Italy he stated that he could not expect any donkeys to be offered for sale which would
exceed 12 hands in height, these would be valueless to us for the production of Ordnance
mules, and considering the price which would have to be paid for inferior animals of this
clags, I did not feel justified in the interests of the Government of India in recommending
that any should be obtained from that country.

3.On the question being referred to me officially by the India Office, T replied that,
under the circumstances, I deemed it advisable to recommend that Mr. Sutherland be
allowed to purchase 10 Catalans through his Agents, although T felt that this was open to
objection and risk, and that the remaining 9 be obtained from Cyprus, should I find that
good Jacks were obtainable at reasonable prices in that Island.

4. The outlook, as far as the supply of Jacks for India is concerned, is a most gloomy
one, as is proved by the fact that the whole of the Continent could only furnish 11 this year. I
say the whole of the Continent, as Mr. Sutherland has the necessary authority to purchase
wherever he may find good Jacks. It will be for the decision of Government what steps
should be taken to obtain a further supply, for, as I shall hereafter show, the number that
should be taken from Cyprus should uot, if possible, exceed 25 per annum at least for a few
years, Whether Damascus and Aleppo, which places are said to possess a fine breed, should be
visited or not, must be a question which in my opinion is worthy of eonsideration.

5. It will be remembered that 1 was unable to visit Cyprus on my way to England
owing to the fact that quarantine* had been imposed on arrivals from India both at Suez aud +p 26 8. 8
at the Island itself ; I therefore deferred my visit until my return, Iam glad 1 did so SR |
as I obtained sanction to purchase 9 to complete the 20 indented for from the Continent. I
obtained my final instructions from the India Office on 26th September in a letterf conveying + B. Pros.
the sanction of the Secretary of State for India in Council to my seleeting a further number Aug., 1898,
of 256 which had been asked for by the Government of India. No. 18.

6. 1 left London on 30th September for Port Said vid Brindisi, thence I proceeded to Fdeh
Alexandria and arrived at Limasol on 7th October. At Limasol I received a telegram from
His Excellency the High Commissioner of Cyprus, kindly asking me to visit him at Troodos,
the snmmer seat of the Government of Cyprus, but 1 deemed it advisable to see the Island
first and make myself acquainted with the class of donkey obtainable, to be better able to
discuss the question of a further supply with His Excellency. I therefore proceeded to
Larnaca and thence to Famagusta, which district is supposed to produce the best class of
donkey; although, as I snall hereafter show, T do not agree with this generally accepted idea.

7. On my way to Famagusta I visited the villages of Kooklia and Pylla, both of which
are situated in the Mesorea plain, this being one of the best breeding centres of the Island.

@ subsequently visited the villages of Vataly, Asha and Timboo. This gave me a great

| _ insight into what was being done in the way of breeding, I saw many pony mares with

% mules at foot, their average height being 18-24, this average exceeds that of the mares

24 * generally allotted to mule-breeding in India. I was able to see stock by some of the Jacks

which had been purchased for India. I was very pleased with the stock got by them. One

point which struck me very forcibly was that the donkey mares were generally of much larger

size than the donkey stallions, and on enquiry 1 found that the cause was that the best mares

are crossed with pony stallions in order to obtain mules, as they are more remunerative, This

fact is a most important one, bearing as it does on'the size and quality of the Jacks obtainable,

and I shall bereafter allude to this when referring to my interview with the High
Commissioner.

8. When donkey stallions are foaled, great care is exercised, the custom being to have a
donkey mare and a pony mare with a mule foal, to foal simultaneously, the donkey foal is
immediately teausferred to the pony mare in order that he may become accustomed to pouies
and not to his own species, All donkey stallions are termed Lakinari, such as have hesen
suckled by pony mares being termed Alithinos or True Lakinaris, whilst those that have been’
suckled by donkey mares are termed Planos Lakinaris,
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9. On arrival at Famagusta I visited all the potters, yards, as it is mainly from these
men that good donkeys are obtained, for as in all eastern countries animals are worked at two
years of age, very few are therefore bought direct from the breeders. The majority of the
donkeys were however under 12-2 in height, 53 inches in girth, and 6} inches in the shank,
they were therefore under the standard required. This confirms what I have already said, that
although the Famagusta district is supposed to produce the best Jacks, in my opinion it does
not,do so; they are lighter than those obtaired in other districts and give me the impression of
being much in and in bred, my opinion was further confirmed by the measurements of
Famagusta donkeys purchased for shipment to India, By the list of measurements appended,
marked A, it will be seen that Nos. 12, 16, and 22 which were bought in this district, compare

Enfavourably either in height, girth or shank with many of the others, and notably so with the
rst 9.

10. T proceeded from Famagusta to Nicosia where I carefully inspected the batch
of 27 that are ready for shipment to India, this being the original indent, for India
25 and 2 for Faridkot and Kapurthala. I took all their measurements as noted i
Appendix A, by which it will be seen that the averages are as follows :—

Heigbﬁ . . . . B . . . . . 12'2}
Girth . . . “ . . . . . « b6 inches.
Shank .

. « 6§ inches.
These measurements are very tightly made,

feet, and I have no hesitation in saying that I consider this the best batch that has ever been
obtained from Cyprus. Italy could not produce as good a batch at the present time, and the

cost per donkey 1s only about one-sixth of what the Italians would cost. It will therefore be

seen how advisable it is that the supply from this Island should be fostered, I should add

that we are indebted to Dr. Heidenstam, C.M.G., the Chief Medical Officer, for their pur-
chase: this officer has been in Cyprus since the occupation, his knowledgze of the Island,
its people and their langnage enables him to obtain advantages which others not possessing
this knowledge could not possibly obtain.

11. With reference to the above-mentioned measurements, I would call special attention to
donkeys Nos. 1 to 9, this is the class of Jack required for India, and it could most easily be
bred in large numbers in the Island.

12, The average measurements are better than last ear, when, as will be seen b

half an inch was allowed for shoes or long

ra-
g:_p.h 137 of the Annual Administration Report of this Department for 1897-98, they good
a
Height. Girth. Shank.
12-2 532 6%

these were better than those supplied in 1896.97, it may therefore be said that as the demand
for this class increases an improvement is taking place.

13. 1f we compare the Italians received during the past two ears with this year’
Cyprians, we find that the latter are the best, especially in girtllx)— At 0> AR

Height. Girth. Shank,
Italians, 189697 . . | . 199 3
Do, 1897987 /40 5,52 3k il 1ag)® 54 &
Cyprians, 1898-99 . o . . 122} 56 6§

14. Whilst at Nicosia I visited all the large Khans or Seraj
with the fact which I have before mentioned, that the best do
breeding, every big mare having a mule at foot.

15. I have hitherto said uothing about the further supply of the 34 Jacks required by
us this year, giz.: —9 to .complete the number indented for from the Continentand 25
sanctioned by Government in excess of the first Cyprian indent. On my arrival in Cyprus I
received a letter from the Chief Secretary, copy of which is attached. marked B, in which
the sarction of the High Commissi : ich i

s and was favourably struck
nkey mares are kept for mule=

beyoud the  referred to, should be taken from the Island this year. I therefore, after con-
sulting Dr. Heldensigam, addressed the Chief Secretary in terms of my letter, dated 10th
October, copy of which will be found attached, marked C, and at an interview with tie
High Co_xpmxssxoner sanction was subsequently obtained to as many as possible being obtained.
1 doubt if the full number will Le fortheoming, for as stated in m y letter, I consider it advisable
that a smaller number should be shipped rather that the standard should be lowered.

g 16. 1 feel that some explanation is due from. we as to why I did not comply with my
instructions to personally select the extra number required, the reason being that I found that
it would necessitate a lengthened

stay of from 6 weeks to 2 ths in the Island, and this I
* F 36, 8.2: was not justified in doing under existin 3o % ARCRERS & SR

: | g orders ; * besides which I feel that we can fully rely
on Dr. Heidenstam’s selection. I have given him the standard required, as will be seen by
letter marked C, and have carefully explained to him the faults which are to be guarded

against in donkeys required for India, and T full inced that he will supply us with
etbe bevt thas the delnad oap fecxule | C e Sully oonvinged Kint Sp gl subely
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1 Troodos to stay with His
: jeosl roceeded to Limasol, and thence to : 75 it
e 1;?ll'ml:uzlofnu‘!:isoaiomar, when the following points came under d)sizustnox‘:l;e e 2
e thit olfgdonkeys from the Island—I find that large numbers leave
aunu'tﬁlll:,e:xlx):mgst the most regular shipments being—

: Jacks annually.
To Herzegovina, 10 or 12 : 7 or 8 yearly.
; Constantinople, 7 or 8 yearly
go ‘tlhenl‘;?:fldl:‘;? txl;?rGrgcian Archipelago, such as Rhodes and others, one or two
o

th‘ - .
i ; e generally indifferent. !
i gfyy;:)pfo:t):‘lfrgg, :‘;fntbh;:e ::; gonng znes of one year old, in order to rear
Syria genera s

o r His Excellency’s consideration that a small export tax should

™1 therefore suggested fo

. £ S holesale
be imposed. « e two objects in view, first to stop the w

Ip?nade o3 abo‘v‘etosgg;gi:st::‘xj slxovxl:i%y to enabl]e the Government to award gor;esn:z ;2:1
export of young gt:)]e ke ystal’lions. At present the Government of Cy Pn:f ¢ keé a5 tha
large Shows i T yenditure and at the same time something 1s require , Othis P urp o
jmtigeddmf"t]ﬁnge;? and to induce breeders to-use their better mares Lor this purpose.
standard O

1 held annually at:—
b fana Famagusta in N_Iarch.
Larnaca in April.
The Carpas in Sel?tember.
Papho in September. . .
i tallions, I feel convinced
t these Pairs for the best donkey s g
we"elda g:fd,::s: beneficial ; in this opinion His 'Excellenhcybf.ugiy ;ox:it;r:hﬁ&
¢ hat the result wo‘{)le the Commissioners of the d'u;mct.s to expl:n? to ft e [?ll? Ii‘. ity
wo‘“'ld furthgr egeatter mares for breeding donkey stallions, I laid before tlsb R
eult] 5 o t carefully upholding the splendid breed of donkeys nog (l))reZdino i
Py o n?:he rosperity of the peasantry depends on mule apd d;)ln ey‘:he Autﬁ ‘,) el
i i th bl;sis without which nothing can be_ doqe, it be ov;s A
;het do:k:i{- xl:reed?ng with the greatest care, }near}:gbm ?lgddt::l:ey‘: ll;:u)t i
e i i famous for its breed o : hich
pen Wbl'ch hh’knd w:f;s a:t 3:&:"::‘:11 now be found? even for mule 'breedmg ?ph:iaot:loxll fh;t:
gigels saTion i fr tg Malta for Jacks. Taking the ahove into consi eﬁ‘a B
i, e dt g Cyg;':s m\fch of Cyprus, in asking it to contribute 61 d(:inl;(e‘y Isﬁam 1:;1 opinio;
1o areI e:l"l :n sti{gl as in all probability the number will nob excge )0, g s g
:l;ety::rhzmn‘:m, e e ;hg - nOtf l:: ;eﬁzt::ll; dO:meal;l‘le:Zhould, if possible,
a { :
inj . as 1 have before said, for some Ie ; g L
iafery oSSR T few years, as I feel convinced that breeding d
nqu ebxecex:tx:bl:rogzijy enlx;:rykfaodri:o 1[1?):7 t.fnt. ’i't 'is known that India will deal largely with the
wi :
; ™ . g %
it i i ioh Commissioner is of opinion thab if t
i Excellency the Hig !
. 31: g?l;n%(;;n :voﬂgguarantee to take a regulnr supply, say of 25 or 30 Jacks annually,
?h(;:eri[;mwould tend to better ones being obtaine

1t prizes

, as private individuals would, as in fact has

i ¢, As we shall
ding from good mares for the Indian market.
already been do “e’t%oi:] :i?b:;m:ngl%ven mc;‘re for sume years to come, I would molf: 'St;::xglg
certainly f‘*!f““‘;h consideration of the Government of India, that His l_ﬂxcellency in s
mommendl;aﬁ) l.be 7 repared fo take this number regu}arly at approximately t]hp g:ixc:: .
:l;lqt o the markeg. provided they are of the s;amp t'{:hlch 1 h?:hcﬁ::m“l))'r o A edstiin/aleo
1ng L. keys as Nos. 1 to 9 on the appen ¥ - 8 :
R o; :‘;ghthio;u:{:ntee were given he would purchase as a private ;}szfi?i]e?::-:
informed me v of age retaining them in the Island for two years, where gram a:he s
Jacks gf s zre:{: would aid in their develop:lnegt and would be of advantege to
very cheap. Jacks would be supplied, .
ment c;’f Iaf‘mﬁ:soelble:;z; f::ther consulted mec:l a;dmkwhet(hgr aa{ méf‘mle; E?g;p'::g::m::
19. s J ; ine the breed of donkeys, (5) wi -
th regard to improving ded with reference to (a) that at least two o
adopted (a) W! 4. 1strongly recommended with reference =
i he Island. 5 e should be maintained at Government expense
of ponies of t that the Island could produce should be b dadit yhio 1
the best .Ja‘%ks rus, but that no attempt should be made to introduce b ey dich
each district in CYP™! "had been proposed, and I cannot but record my sp; B msts 14
aware that hie 12 sses a most excellent breed, and my advice is P
:vt,:; would lbe ét'afﬂl ﬁ?:;k“:jggf:ﬂﬁ; and rapidly be done at a very trifling cost. In fact, so
selection ;

h : i tation
solely 3 foel on this subject that [ would either impose a hhe‘"y tax ou the importa
sgr(;) ug}ly (}Oo} p(::hibit their importation into the Island altogether.

of donkey

ish i oduce size; infact in
that there was a wish in the Island to pre

With r‘if‘l‘]‘:‘:? ::“(?g’e]s:t?:: that a small Hack}x:gyh shouIld ll:euprﬁzt;eii .aa:\{b::cf}:enlﬁ:;\z:
#hé Qoete. he interests of mule-breeding, Which, as 1 shall s e e N
would be fatal £ £% T0x les, is of such importance to the peasantry. 1ncreass &l
déaling solely e Cyp;atnetxntgxft ‘and you will produce a mule which cannot;o be k::alrt;t‘;xlllgedagg
i b g&)e Island, and the most excellent class of mule now b e
e Obt&n%mealll:xe to their medium size, rendering them fit for pack purposes,
which owe their v

Sl : by the
it I am, however, of opinion that the ponies might be geverally it 8
to exist. 1am, ’
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introduction of high caste Arab ponies, not exceeding 14 hands; this class of si -
them more substance and bone which at "che same time would be l;eneﬁcial tooth:n:, ‘::lrgu]d give
20, My suggestions made to His Excellency the High Commissioner may be snn;marised
as follows :—
(@) The ]]evying of a ;mall tax on all donkeys exported.
(%) The levying of a heavy tax on all imported donkeys, or, if ibl s
tion altogether against their being imported into the Islaxx)x(:ls? G it
(¢) The awarding of prizes at all the large fairs to doukey stallions,
(4) The maintenance on the part of Government of at least ¢ indi
Jacks in each district, BP0, EPol Indigfineus
(¢) The maintenance of a few good Arab pony stallions not exceeding
should it be decided to undertake the improvement of the bried [:,? p})iiegands,

21. Perhaps the Government of India might deem it advisable to submit acopy of thi
Report to The Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India, in order that it mi“f{ b & iy
" municated to the Colonial Office,  The object I had in view in making the above rencomm 1;)(? y
tion and in dealing generally with the improvement of stock on the island was as much ine .2
interests- in India as in the interestsof the Island itself, but of course the matter refer et;)l;r
will have fo be dealt with by the Colonial Office, T
22. I cannot conclude my report without recording my best thank i
the High Commissioner of the Island, to the Chief Secx%tary to Gﬂf;ﬂ‘f;znl?xc:ilsn?
Dr. Heidenstam for their great kindness during my stay in Cyprus, I was assisted in x 0
way, and it was due to their assistance that I was able to make myself as fully acquainc e(;’er)'
1 have done with the resources of the Island during my short visit, 9 o

A.
List showing ages and measurements of 27 Cyprian Donkey 8taliions purchased for shi
- to India—October 1898. " Jor ahignent
Height. =
Girth. Shaak, Age.
o H, 1.
Inches. Inches, Years,
1 13 03 60 7% 4 The Leper.
2 12 3% 58 7% 4 The Doctor,
3 12 3 57% ; 4 Augustina I.
4 12 33 57 e 6} 6 Kythrea,
5 12 3% 574 3] 6 Lefkara.
6 13 0 573 7 4 Sowry.
7 13 1} 59 7 5 Alban.
8 12 31 563 7 6 Akathiot,
9 12 3 57 63 6 Zamba.
10 12 1} 67 6% 6 Lorogina.
11 12 23 57 6% 7 Avkorou.
12 12 2 54} 63 4 Famagusta T,
13 12 23 b7 63 6 Armenian Monastery.
14 12 3 55 61 6 Limonofa.
15 12 23 56 q 6 Lefkomko.
16 12 21 65 63 4 Famagusta 11.
17 12 23 54 63 5] Carpas.
18 12 2 64 6 4 Augustina 1T,
19 12 3} 543 64 3 Nicosia.
20 12 . 0% 53 6 6 Kooklia.
21 12 13 54% 6 6 Asha,
929 12 1 b3% 6 4 Famagusta IIT.
93 12 21 55% 6 4 Korna.
94 12 1 57 6% 7 Yalusa.
25 12 23 54 6% 5 Agkrous-Famagusta.
26 12 0 55 6% 6 Damascus.
97 12 1 55 65 6 Alhambra.
T L e e e ==t e —— it et & e P ;
A. E. QUERIPEL, Zety.-Col,,
Inspector-General, Civil Velerinary Department.
B.

No. 3474—98, dated the 7th October 1898,
From=The Chicf Secretary to Government, Troodos,
To—The Inspector-General, Civil Veterinary Department in India,

1 mave the honour to inform you that intimation has been received from tbe Seeretary of
State that you have been authorised to select nine stallion donkeys in addition to the 27

already obtained by Dr. Heidenstam.

4

5

9. Tt is understood that there are very few animals left in the Island of the age and class
required by the Government of India, and that any that may be obtained this year can only be
purchased at exorbitant rates. : .

8. Dr. Heidenstam will be able to point out to you where the further nine can be
obtained, but it is not desirable that, of the age and class required, any number beyond the
nine referred to should be taken from the Island this year.

Dated the 10th October 1898.

FProm=V eTBRINARY-COLONEL A, E. Queriees, Inspector-General, Civil Veterinary
Department,

Ty—The Chicf Secretary to Government, Troodos, Cyprus.

1 mavE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter No, 3474—98, dated 7th instant,
(&¢in which you joform me that authority has been accorded for the selection of nine stallion
\ donkeys in addition to the 27 already obtained by Dr. Heidenstam, ;

“ 9. You, however, make no mention of the further indent for 25 in addition to the above
86. Prior to leaving England I was informed by the Secretary of State for India in Coun-
¢il that sanction had been accorded for this extra number, and that the Colonial Office had
been asked to address His Excellency the High Commissioner on the subject.

3. Referring to the latter portion of paragraph 2 of your letter under reply, I trust that,
taking into consideration the urgent requirements for India, His Excellency will be pleased
to sanction this number being obtained by Dr. Heidenstam, provided he is able to obtain
suitable animals at reasonable prices.

" 4. 1have visited Famagusta with Dr. Heidenstam, and have also inspected the 27 donkey
stallions now ready for shipment to India, and have carefully explained to that officer the
class of animal required. I have also informed him that I am quite prepared to accept good
donkeys, known in this Island as “ Planos Lakinari ”’ piz :—those reared not by pony but by
donkey mares, and that no objection would be raised to their being a few months under four

ears of age. This I am able to do as they will not be required for work till October 1899 :
it being customary to keep the imported animals in the depdt during the first hot weather,

5. Under the circumstances as above explained, Dr. Heidenstam is of opinion that it
will be possible to obtain a large proportion, if not the whole, of the extra number required
within two months. I have, however, informed him that should His Excellency be pleased
to accord the sanction now sought, it would be advisable to send a smaller number rather
than that the standard fixed by me should be lowered.

®
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