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A the pebitioner must plead guilty, The petitioner admits that he was half an hour
' bohind tims or one hour as the Range Officer had it. This delay, the petitioner
submits was due to the petitioner having been bitten by a rat the previous night
and his having had to seek medicine in the morning. It was purely accidental and
the petitioner nover knew that no allowance is made in such cases.
A (¢) The next charge, ¢ Recording false information ” 18 said to consist in
the petitioner’s having affirmed that he spent the 17th and 18th December 1895 at
Rajapaliam and started for Ambasamudram on the 19th on transfer, while the cart-
man is alleged to have gaid that the petitioner started on the 17th Idem and reached
Ambasamudram on the 22nd, which the Range Officer Mr. Malaya Pillai seems to
have fully endorsed. The petitioner begs leave to state in full the various circum-
Vr;mcus that led to this mishap. The order transferring petitioner to the Southern
Range from the Nothern Range was received by the petitioner on the Hth Decem= A
ber 1895 bearing an endorsement of the Range Officer to hand over charge to him i
aud to report on the encroachments and to square up all the timber accounts, before ‘
doing so. The petitioner met the Range Officer at Athithondu on 8th December
and was advised by him to apply for 10 days more for the transfer order to take
i effect 80 as to enable the petitioner to square up timber accounts, Accordingly the
petitioner wrote and gave a report which the Range Officer forwarded with a re-
commendation and the orders on that report were awaited while speedy arrange-
ments were being made to bring all the timber lying in yarious parts of the forest
to the Mudangiar depot. On the 16th December Forester Whilson (also now under
suspension) brought with him an order from the Range Ofticer directing the peti- i
tioner to hand over charge at once to Forester Wilson who disbursed the petitioner’s }
pay and an advance of Rs 9—8—0 and told him that the Range Officer was very 1
:
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anxious to see that the petitioner was off to Ambasamudram without any delay.
The petitioner told him he would go as soon as possible and after settling his pri-
ol vate matters on the 17th and 18th Idem, started on his journey on the noon of the
! 19th Idem, Just before he started, he heard that the Range Officer had come to
Mudangiar. The humble petitioner also begs to submit to your Excellency that

*L : simply to secure the detention of Forester Wilson who was transferred to the |
& Southern Range by the District Forest Officer instead of the petitioner as a sequence |
i to the Range Officer’s request to allow the detention of the petitioner for a few

y 2 more days to square the timber accounts, the petitioner was abruptly ordered to
3 1 hand over charge. It is for the gracious government to note here why the Range
, a Officer should have issued such an abrupt order to the petitioner to hand over charge
before receiving an order on the petitioner’s report praying for an extention above
e : : _ alluded to, while he had kept the transfer order in abeyance for more than a week
: ' awaiting orders, A perusal of the following records will clearly show to the Govern-
| ‘ ment that the poor petitioner had been only made the victim of the evil wishes of
o E the Range Officer to detain Forester Wilson in preference to the petitioner. The
' i records to be perused are the following.
: Caf.. ., (1) Distriot Forest Officer’s original order transferring petitioner to the
& g Southern Range bearing Range Officers Endorsement dated 3rd De-
§ cember 1895,
I v (2) Petitioner’s report dated 8th December 1895 forwarded to the District
Forest Officer, with the Range Officer’s endorsement,
( (3) Range Officer’s order to the petitioner directing to hand over charge. .
~(4) Range Officer’s order to Forester Wilson directing to take over charge

from petitioner.
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f‘r : / (5) District Forest Officer’s order on the petitioner’s report dated Sth De-
L ’ ¥ cember 1895 transferring Forester Wilson to the Southern Range.

% { | (6) Range Officer’s report to the District Forest Officer that the petitioner
1 had been relieved before receipt of No. 3,

(7) District Forest Officer’s order on the above. ’
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’ (3) Dustrict Forest Officer’s Proceeding directing the Range Officer to ex-
plain why his order transferring Forester Wilson to the Southern Range
was not implicitly obeyed, :

(9) Range Officer’s explanation to the above,

(10) Range Officer’s report referred to in the petitioner’s petition to the
Madras Government dated 1—1— 97,

A perusal of records (3) and (5) will clearly show to your Excellency
th“‘}ﬁ& ‘:’ was received by the Range Officer on the 16th December 1895 and was
not by him till the 17th Idem and that only after the receipt of No. 5, Nos.
3 and 4 were issued and antedated with current Nos, apparently, for the purpose of
detaining Forester Wilson, It will also be evident on a perusal of records Nos. (8)
and (9) that a statement of an alleged cartman was obtained and submitted with the
Range Officer’s explanation apparently to satisfy the District Forest Officer that no
bk means had been resorted to in detaining Forester Wiison. The statement from
" the alleged cartman has been taken behind the back of the petitioner and it 1s very
unsafe to rely on his evidence considering that it was not a diffieult task for the
I Range Officer to frame false records during the petitioner’s absence when his reputa-
tion was at stake. .« The unfortunate petitioner would further humbly beg to draw
i the attention ofthe Gracious Government to the fact that there was no motive for the
| } petitioner to record false information as he is charged with, inasmuch as he gained
ki nothing by affirming that he was at Rajapaliam on the 17th and 18th December and
' started for Ambasamudram on the 19th Idem, or lost nothing by saying that he start-
ed for Ambasamudram on the 17th Idem if he had really done so, in view of the fact
that he was entitled to 6 days’ joining time from the date of relief, i.e. 16th Decem-
ber and a day in addition for a journey of every 15 miles according to the Civil Service
, Regulations, and that even if he had remained four days more at Rajapaliam it would

| have constituted no fault initself. What was actually done by him the humble peti-
| ' ;‘ tioner recorded and it was only his misfortune that his words were considered i1?~

g credible by the District Forest Officer, The petitioner’s innocence has been sacri-
ficed for the guilt of the Rnnge Officer.

. 3. That the petitioner who has no one to help him in time of need has under-
4 gone many reverses since his removal from the Forest Department, With a blot on
g‘ his character he finds it almost impossible to get a living in these hard days. His
1 sufferings have been increased in that he is subject to monthly recurring fits caused
o by the ratibite above referred to. The petitioner was much liked by Messrs, Hayne,
Inarshall, Brasier, and Thomton for his hard work on the hills. His 10 years’ hard
work, however, now counts for nothing and the victim of a conspiracy, he is left to
mourn over his misfortune,

=
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The petitioner therefore humbly prays that the Government will be
gracionsly pleased to call for and peruse all the records counected with his case,
give a mereiful consideration te the facts and reasons above setforth, set aside the &
order of his removal and reinstate him in his post of Forester; or, to pass such B
orders as would enable him to obtain a living in some other department, as has been
done by the Government of Madras in the case of Ranger Malaya Pillai who was
dismissed on charges of ciriminal mirappropriation of Government money &ec.

For which act of charity and kindness, the humble petitioner shall, as
in duty bound, ever pray.
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