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Proceedings, Forest No. 167, 5th May 1898. )
MAY. 4 :
O o

o - ers on the question of allotting lands for free grazing for the cattlo and goats of
the plg;islslﬁmgro? I;‘h'é viIlag%s forming enclostres to certain reserved forests in the upland taluks
of the Cojmbatore district. ,
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* PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
e (LaND REﬁ);dE). ST

RiAb—;the fdllowfi;ng'_.lett'err from A. BUTTERWOR'I‘H, ,Esq'., Abting Collector of © .

Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue
(through the Conservator of Forests, Southern Circle), dated Coimbatore,
2nd November 1897, Ref. on C. No. 1091-For, :— '

-~ In paragraph 4 of Board’s Pr'c;céédings, No. 19'8.,.Fdrests, dated 17th May 1897, -

I was directed to report whether. the unreserved margins round the small villages
forming enclosures to the reserved forests in the hill tracts in the north of the Coim-
batore district. are in all cases sufficient to provide free grazing for the agricultural
cattle of the poorer ryots and it was stated that if the reply to this question shounld be
in the negative, steps might be taken to enlarge this margin. N
- 2. On the authority of my District Forest-officer, I can inform the Board that the
unreserved marging are not in all cases large enough for the purpose indicated. When
the forests in these tracts were reserved, margins were left round the villages to allow
for free grazing and extension of cultivation, but the natural result of a growth of
population has been that in some cases the whole of the margin or almost all of it has
now passed under cultivation. If we are now to demarcate a fresh margin, the same
result will no doubt be seen. The new area intended for grazing will be absorbed
into the cultivated area and the process of encroachment qn the forests will be
unending, . e N -

3. Another objection to the proposed enlargement of margins is that, on and
around a great number of the village. enclosures, the sandalwood tree grows abund-
antly. It is very difficult to protect the tree on an area thrown open to grazing and
the extension of the margins would, therefore, result in a diminution of the supply of
sandalwood. - In consequence of this objection, the Government have, in certain cases,
in the Bhav4ni and Satyamangalam taluks (vide Government Order, No. 587, Revenue,
dated 3rd November 1896, quoted in Board’s Proceedings, . Forest -No. 519, dated

16th November 1896), ordered portions of the margin to be taken up with a view to
the better protection of the sandalwood growth. '

4. It is within the knowledge of the Board that the cattle on these northern hill
tracts mainly belong to cattle-breeders on the plains and I do not think that the
agricultural cattle of the villagers are sufficiently numerous to render it necessary to
attempt to make special provision for them. Such an attempt is sure to end in failure
or in great damage to the forests, because grazing land onmly exists so long as it is
not more profitable to cultivate it and as population increases either the circle of
grazing margin must continually widen or the grazing area will disappear under the
plough. As it is, the agricultural cattle of the people of these villages are no worse
off than those of the inhabitants of. the ordinary villages on the plains. I do not
think it necessary to make special efforts to improve their position. . . _

+

5. In paragraph 7 of the same Proceedings, the Board has requested the 6(;Héct6r

‘o consider the question of goat-browsing and to report whether any hardship would
be caused by prohibiting it altogether., R

Ty

~2

o~

-

\ﬁoAnn' oF Réwkﬁ}c (ﬁlﬁb Rmrm&vé), ‘Forest No. 167, 5rx Mav 1898, 3

s

ards this point, I think, I may assure the Board that no hardship will be
causeﬁstlll.:gugh the agoptic,)n of Mr. Bradley’s proposal, because, as a fact, the browsing
of goats in reserves in this district has always been prohibited. I do not think that
the existing prohibition should be withdrawn, because goats are stated to be excess-
ively fond of sandalwood leaves and great damage would consequently result from
admitting them into the areas adjacent to the village enclpsures where the sundalwood
tree flourishes. I am informed that goats are to a considerable extent kept not for
domestic purposes but for the sake of their skins. This being so, there is not much
reason for granting special concessions to the keepers of goats, If it Were a question
of closing the reserves to goats, I should very likely have reported against it in spite
of the above arguments, but .as'it.is mérely a question of not opening the reserves to
those animals, I accept the opinion of t_!lg(Dlst,rlct Forest-officer Mr. Lushington that
no change in system should be effected. -~ * -

ot by H. A. GASS, Esq., Acting Conservator of Forests, Southern
; Em}l o,rs.efn%ircle{ dated:Cdixhbat’oré,'?lilgl} November 1_18‘97, C.No 2011 -
C7  Forwarded.: Loy oo o0 snendl Bon o AR
" There is no doubt that in partso North Coimbatore, the margins are altogether
too small, and I believe I may say that in some they hardly exist at all; and as the
Collectér’points out, they are diminished by extension of cultivation and this process
would continue, as often as they are added to by fresh land |and the District Forest-
officer objects to giving up any mors land, ‘because of the abundance of sandalwood
in-and around village enclosures. | In 'such cases, lt"would:apparently be necessary to
set aside a special area away” from a'village for, the free grazing of cattle belonging to
poorer ryots. As regards goat-browsmg,'th‘? "posglble hardshlp can only be estimated -
by knowing roughly the number of goats maintained. Where village margins are

too small, it might be necessary in this case also to set aside a special area for them.

g

" Reference on the above, dated 24th November 1897. - 5
The Conservator’s endorsement read above will be forwarded to the Collector for

emarks. .. o ! .. - tor £
r 2. The Collector is also requested to state whether arrangements might not onée

de for the free admission of the cattle of the existing pattadars in enclo-
f?lf-easllogehﬁﬁ the scale on which:they were fornierly admitted at reduced rates. This
;)rivilege ghould not be allowed in thevcase of "extens’ion_’of‘ cultivation, - T
- . ) LT . Lo "' . :"-“ (Signed) .:_‘R' C"C. CARR, . ]
T 1 o 7. Secretary, ..
TotheConéctorchoimbatore.‘»f'f R . S e T
Copy to the Conservator of Forests, Sout#e;? Cn;ql‘e.‘ AR

»— . )
1

2£xp—tho following letter from J. A. CUMMING, Eeq., Ag. Golléctor of Coimbatore
R,"'ADV th:of;)gg vg:cgre;r;rto‘thé Qommissionerg of ’ Land. Revenue (through the Con:,_
servator of Forests, Southern Circle), dated Coimbatore 16th March 1898,
Ref.' on Cur. No. 1091:— | SN T T e e
I. have the honour to reply to Board’s Reference on Forest 'No. 8391, of 1897-
dated 24th November 1897, as follows:— - =" . i
(1) With reference to the Couservator’s remarks I would point out that they

based on a misapprehension of the facts for the simple reason that the poor ryot
are ot exist in these hills. . This is proved by careful enquiries which have been
g,o;;enby the District Forest-officer in Kollegal ‘and }the »Slllb-dm'sxonal. officer in’
Satyamangalam. T T



— . .

4 Boarp or Revexve (Laxp Revenue), Forest No. 167, 5ta Mav 1898.

The land in the enclosures is entirely in the hands of a few well-to-do men and

the Sholagars, Lambadies, Ooralis and Kurumbers who form the poorer part of the
population are not as a rule land-holders, but servants of the big ryot either cultivating’
his land or grazing his cattle. = o ‘ ,
° Theremay, in a few instances, be smallland-holders, but thereare usually wealthy
men who have settled’ there not for the sake of cultivation but for the purpose of
breeding cattle. - Many instances have come to light where land has been on patta
for years—not cultivated but used as a cattle camp. If therefore a special area were'
set apart as suggested by the Conservator, it would not benefit the persons for wkom it
was intended but would prove ‘a loop hole by which the large cattle-breeder would
escape paying fees for the bulk of his cattle.’ T ‘

(2) As regards the suggestion of the Board in paragraph 2 of the reference, I
have the honour to point out that it is‘opposed to paragraph 2 of Government Order,
No. 553, Revenue, Forest No. 224, dated 14th August 1895. '

- Not only would it involve all the dangers that were pointed out by the Board
with respect  to the distinction between privileged and non-privileged cattle, but it
would not, as pointed out above, serve any useful purpose. :

2. T may further point out that iu doing away with the distinction and lowering
the fecs from 4 to 8 annas for non-privileged cattle, we have not obtained as was
anticipated a loss of Rs. 8,100 (vide Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 66, dated 4th
February 1895), but a gain of over Rs. 6,000 in the present year. It .isnot easy to
say exactly to what this is attributable, but it is certain that part of it is due to the

‘better check of cattle in the craals and is also in part due to the increasing size of the

herds grazed in these fine pastures. . - : ’

8. It is found that the goats as a whole are kept in large herds by the wealthy
cattle-breeders and that they are in a great measure confined to certain localities—thus
on the Talamalai plateau they are confined to the western ‘portion where thére is a
large area of unreserved forest, in Kollegal they are confined to the villages outside

the reserves and to the large enclosures where there is a considerable area of waste .

and this is also the case on the Satyamangalam plateau with the exception of three
villages—Hassanur, Gairmalla and Kurumbur—where there is still 2 good deal of
unreserved land left outside the forest :though not so much as in the other places
pamed. I see no reason, however, for encouraging goat-breeding in these two places’
where theyare a constant source of danger to the sandalwood growth which surrounds
the villages. - o : SR ‘ :

Endorsement byC E. BRASIER, Esq., Acting Conservator of Forests, Southern
o Circle, dated Coimbatore, 24th March 1898, No."2011.

TForwarded. s .
The confusion and abuse arising from differential rates has already been pro-

Pl

: minently brought to notice. Thereis therefore no necessity to further remark thereon,

while it would appear that the well-to-do cattle-breeders of the locality referred to can

. easily afford to pay the maxima rates now in force of As. 3 per head of cattle.

* Far from loﬁ%eriﬁg the rates, ‘therefore, it\’;vc;ul'd 'apbéaf' to be worthy of considera-
tion whether.these upland grazing tracts should not be placed on a similar basis as the
‘corresponding Tocalities of Salem distriet, viz., the forests of Hosur and Dharmapuri

 taluks where the four-annas rate is to'be levied next year and was only temporarily

reduced to three annas during the current grazing season under special orders on the
subjeet. - ' e e c

" " As regards the browsing of ‘goats’ in the special circamstances pointed out there
'appears to be no necessity to set aside separate areas for them at least in ordinary

* years. In years of excessive drought, however, it may be found advisable to set aside
- such areas for short periods at least, in order that these animals may be able to tide

-over such times of scarcity of fodder in their ordinary grazing-grounds outside reserves.

r

Boarp or RevENUE (Laxp Revexue), Forest No. 167, 5ta May 1898.' \ 5

Risorvrion— Forest No. 167, dated 5th May 1898,

In paragraph 4 of Board’s Proceedings,.Fore.st No. 198, dated 17th May 1897, -

the Board recommended that the hill forests of North Coimbatore should be treated as
special tracts in which enhanced grazing fees might be levied, but called on the
Collector to report whether the unreserved margin round the small villages forming
enclosures to the reserve was sufficient to provide free grazing for the agricultural
cattle of the poorer ryots, and in approving the Board’s proposal, Government directe

that the report thus called for should be submitted as soon as possible. L

2. On the 11th November 1897, the Collector reported on the authority of the
District Forest-officer that the margin was not in all cases large enough, as a large
portion of that originally provided had passed under cultivation, but he deprecated any
extension as it would no doubt, be followed by a further expansion of cultivation and
the process of encroachment on the forests would be unending. " Asa further objection
the Collector dwelt on the necessity for protecting the sandalwood growing round thé
villages, and added that the agricultural cattle of the villagers were not sufficiently
numerous to call for special provision, while any attempt to make such provision would
be sure to end in failure since either the circle of grazing area must continually widen
or the grazing area would disappear under the plough. . He further expressed the
opinion that the agricultural cattle of the hill villagers were no worse off than those
of the villagers on the plains. , '

-8, In forwarding the Collector’s letter, the Acting Conservator Mr. Gass con-
firmed the Collector’s statement that in parts of North Coimbatore the margin allowed
is altogether too small, but in deference to the objection: that an extension involved
danger to the adjacent sandalwood growth suggested that special areas situated at a

_ distance from the villages might be assigned for the free grazing of cattle belonging

to the poorer ryots.

4. The Conservator's endorsement was forwarded to the’ Collector for remarks
and he was asked to report at the same time whether arrangement might not be made
for the free admission to grazing of the cattle of the holders of patta lands lying within
enclosures. : ; o S 1

: 5. In bis letter of the 16th March, the Collector objects to Mr, Gass’, proposals on
the ground that poor ryots are unknown on the hills, the enclosures being either in the
hands of a few well-to-do men who employ servants to cultivate their lands and graze
their cattle, or of wealthy cattle-breeders who do not cultivate their holdings but use
them as cattle camps. The Board’s proposal to allow free grazing to certain cattlo is
also deprecated by both the Collector and the Acting Conservator, Mr. Brasier, on the
ground that the differential treatmentof grazing cattle has, after full consideration, been
negatived by Government in Government Order, No. 234, dated 14th Angust 1895,

6. As reservation has been carried out on a very large scale in the upla
of North Coimbatore, the Collector’s argument thﬁt tl%_e extension of fhengrg;iiz
margin would fail to secure the objects for which such margin was originally granted
as they would socn fall under the plou.gh, raises the' question as to whether some
special steps are not necessary to give effect to the policy emphasized by the
Government of India (in paragraph 6 of the resolution recorded in Board’s Proceedings
No. 32, dated 24th January 18$5), viz., that, subject to certain conditions, the claims
of -cultivation are stronger than the claims of forest preservation. These conditions
are given in paragraph 7 of the same resolution and the Board is disposed to think

that if the principles therein laid down are applied to most, if not all, of the enci)sures. .

in the North Coimbatore reserves, it will be found that extension of cultivation must
be' provided for otherwise thgm by extending the margins around them. Nothine
would be gained by encouraging scattered cultivation throughout these magniﬁcenc;,
pasture grounds, while large areas of land well suited for cultivation still remain waste
outside the reserved forests. The Collector should, however, cause the larcer
enclosures to be inspected by a Revenue officer in view to the submission of g4

special report in any case in which facilities for the extension of cultivation seem to be *

called for.

-

e



6 Boaep or Revexue (Laxp REVENCE), Forzst No. 167, 5te May 1898.

7. In supposing that the Board would desire the continual renewal of grazing |

- margins absotbed in the cultivated area, the Collector misunderstinds the position.

' The question under consideration is whether these forests shall be treated as special
. tracts in which the grazing fee may be gradually raised to one rupee, and it is merely
- proposed to show some consideration to the local villagers at the time of making

"the change, for which they can hardly have been prepared. If they afterwards choose

~ to divert to other purposes land assigned for grazing, no new claim arises for special

consideration. - ‘The Board attaches no importance to the Collector’s remark that they
are no worse off than the ordinary villagers on the plains. Villagers on the plains

* have many compensating advantages, and a succinet statement of the grounds on
- which special facilities should be afforded to the residents of forest tracts will be found
_in paragraph 5 of the resolution of the Government of India to which reference has
- just been made.

8. For the present, sanction has only been accorded to the levy of a fee of 4

" annas, arate which is already in force in several districts, and so long as this rate

continues, no special measures need be taken, but any application for sanction for the

~ enhancement of this rate must be accompanied by a statement of the cultivated area
" ‘of each enclosure and the extent of the grazing margin together with proposals for

relief of some sort in all cases where the existing margin is insufficient. The prohibi-

“ tion of the differential treatment of cattle in the ordinary grazing rules does not, in the

Board’s opinion, preclude a measure of this character in the limited tracts where special
grazing rates are levied. It has, however, no preference for this method of dealing

. with the difficulty and merely suggested it as the Collector seemed so opposed to the

idea of increasing the grazing margin. .The proposal to protect the sandalwood growth

- by assigning distant areas for free grazing does not commend itself to the Board and
- geems hardly necessary now that special sandalwood transit rules have been introduced.

9. In the same papers a report was called for as to whether the exclusion of

.~ goats from the special tracts would cause special hardship to the people concerned. It
' "would seem that there need be no anxiety on this score. The grazing of goats within -
. “the reserves has not hitherto been allowed ; there is a considerable area of unreserved

lands in the villages in which the largest numbers of goats are found; they are not

.- kept mainly for agricultural or domestic. purposes, but for the sake of their skins; and
. there is o special reason .for encouraging. their increase in tracts which are so well
. suited for cattle-breeding as those now under consideration. :

e .~ (True Copy and 'Eitract.) ‘ ' | o
- Acting Secretary. 5
o ' o _ A
To the Collector of Coimbatore incM&= » )
,»  Conservator of Forests, Southern Circle.m . R
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. \/ . }{
- !
R 3
" Exd. Md. Pabilvan. ' " . 3&
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Recording Board’s Proceedings passing orders on the questio. whether the nnreserved
margins round the small villages forming enclosures to the reserved forests in the hill forests
D of the North Coimbatore district are sufficient to provide — for the agricultiral cattle of the
if not, whether steps should be taken to enlarge the margin.

peorer ryots and,
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’- No. 363, Revesuz, 28mu June 1898. | 3
this point, I think, I may assure the Board that no hardship will be

o | | | . ' | %Stﬂegzrf th; agopti:)n of Mr., Bradley’s proposal, because, as a fact, the browsing
B | o o ' ) ; i t irn r%serves in this distriet has always been prohibited. I do not think that
of 8% ShinO‘ prbhibition should be withdrawn, because goats are stated to be excess-
the of sandalwood leaves and great damage would “onsequently result from
them into the areas adjacent to the village enclosures where the sundalwood
1 am informed that goats are to a considerable extent kept not for
es but for the gake of their skins. This being so, there is not much

2 No. 363, REveNUE, 281H June 1898.

, : . ) . ively fond
/ - : ' ; admitting
' ) 3 tree flourishes.

. ‘ i s | . .
' domestic PUP ing special concessions to the keepers of goats. If it were a question

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. o ‘ ' reason fo7 granteserves to goats, I should very likely have reported against it in spite

i he r A .
Og :}f?bgose Zroumentsa but as it is merely a question of not opening the reserves to
0 t el

REVEN U E “DEPARTM E‘N T - ‘ : those animals, I accept the opinion of the District Forest-officer Mr. Lushington that
RE SR e g n sy shoud bo effcod '

———

_ . - ) ‘ Lot T t b . A. GASS " Esq., Actmg Conservator of Forests, Southern
Rean-—-the follgwmo Progeedmos of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Foresto_ | Endorsem%T;rcleS,’ dated Coimbat’ore, Ith November 1897, C. No. 2011.

No. 167, dated 5th May 1898 :—

" Read—the following letter from A. BUTTERWORTH, Esq., Acting Collector of 7 TForwarded. - o e C ) .
Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue s . - There is D0 doubt that in parts of North Counbato;e, 31 e mgrguis : ?lrfz a tgget er
(through the Conservator of Forests, Southern Cirele), dated Coimbatore, ‘ ~ too%mall, and I pelieve I may say that in some they z;r { exist a ad ) 1’:{3 as the
ond November 1897, Ref. on C. No. 1091-For.:— o ’ . : ~ (ollector points out, they are dlmm‘s}l;g gyte%enfml}liolagg t';;?ltlt(]);; %list:ict;s %I;‘;cee‘s:
- In péragraph 4 of Board’s Proceedings, Forest, No. 198, dated 17th May 1897, ' . would cbqtinuet, asi:ﬁen :11; tgzg” il:l‘grz hi 3 %eczusfi t i apundanceof san dalwoz p
' was directed to report whether the unreserved margins round the small villages ofticer objects qllg v egnclosures In suoh’cases it would apparently be necessary to
~ forming enclosures to the reserved forests in the hill tracts in the north of the Coim- ~ in and around Yllaﬁea awa from a village for the free grazing of catile belonging to
batore district are in all cases sufficient to provide free grazing for the agricultural ‘ - seb aside azpecﬁs iecards goat-browsiﬁg, the possible hardship can only be estimated
cattle of the poorer ryots and it was stated that if the reply to this question: should be %ooiz‘o%ng.roughlyothe samber of goats maintained. “Where village margins are

~ in the negative, steps might be taken to enlarge this margin. : 4 , fo0 small, it might be necessary in this' case also to set aside a special area for them.
9. On the authority of my Distriet Forest-officer, I can inform the Board that the ’ , . S '

unreserved margins are not in all cases large enough for the purpose indicated. When ’ - L - P
* the forests in these tracts were reserved, margins were left round the villages to allow o ' -

ot P

for free grazing .and extension of cultivation, but the natural result of a growth of : ' S " Reference on the above, dated 24th November 1897

population has been that in some cases the whole of the margin or almost all of it has . o . ’ 1ab W111 b ¢ o ded to the Colléetor ¢
now passed under cultivation. If we are now to demarcate a fresh margin, the same , . The Conservators endorsement read a ove will | o forwar ed to the Co ector for
result will no doubt be seen. The new area intended for grazing will be absorbed ' - remarks. o A T

into the cultivated area and the process of encroachment on the forests will be 9. The Collector is also requested to state whether arrangements might not once

unending. | e | : : D " for all be made for the free admission of the cattle of the existing pattadars in enclo-
- 8. Another objection to the proposed enlargement of margins is that, on and ‘ . gures on half the scale on which they were formerly admitted at reduced rates. This.
. around a great number of the village enclosures, the sandalwood tree-grows abund- | ‘

" srivilege should not be allowed in the case of extension of cultivation.
antly. It is very difficult to protect the tree on an area thrown open to grazing and T T o ‘(Signed) . B, C.C.CARR,
the extension of the margins would, therefore, result in a diminution of the supply off R

™y
b -

1 . ‘ o Secretary.
sandalwood. In consequence of this objection, the Government have, in certain cases it . L - '
in the Bhav4ni and Satyamangalam talu]is (vide Government Order, No. 5687, Revenue: ) E _ To the Collector oé. Golmbs:;toc:rzf ot e Ginde,
dated 3rd November 1896, quoted in Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 519, dated Copy to the Conserva AT
16th November 1896), ordered portiogs of the margin to be taken up with a view to & | L — o o !
the better protection of the sandalwoo growth. / 4 S St e e o
4. Tt is within the knowledge of the Board that the cattle on these northern hill ; Read—the following 1ettert{ro:§ Jb(ﬁx; Sigg)ﬁigg,g:%a J&I{gévg?ézcégir%fugﬁlf}ll?gsg »
tracts mainly belong to cgttle-breeders on the plains and I do not think that the P ‘~ AR to the S.ec;e}fg;stz-'szuthem Circle), dated Coimbatore 16th March 1898
“agricultural cattle of the villagers are sufficiently numerous to render it necessary to- - servator: 0 X 1001 s - o T T _ o o
attempt to make special provision. for them. . Such an attempt is sure to end in failure S . Ref. on Cur. NO. ATIRT ; . L .
or in great damage to the forests, because grazing land only exists so long asitis | " { have the Lonour to reply to Board’s Reference on Forest No: 3391, of 189%
“not more profitable to cultivate it end as population increases either the circle of’ o ' Jated 24th November 1897, a8 follows:— .. - . = ‘ L
" grazing margin mast continually widen or the grazing area will disappear under the- VI N T 1) Wiith refe rence to the Conservator’s remarks I would point out that they
plough. As it is, the agricultural cattle of the people of these villages are no worse- Vo e o3 on s misapprehension. of the facts for the simple reason that the poor ryot
.~ off than those of the inhabitants of the ordinary villages on_the plains. Ido not | are basi ist in these hills. This is proved by careful enquiries which have been
think it necessary to make special efforts to improve their position. ~ ' - o ! I O _ doeg n({) efhe Disteict , Forest-officer in Kollegal and- the Sub-divisional. officer. in.
© "7 5. In paragraph 7 of the same Proceedings, the Board has requested the Collector- 3 mi E;may;walam.. e S
to consider the question of goat-browsing and to report whether any hardship would ¢ Saty g o ,
be caused by prohibiting it altogether. - : ‘
S A
» i s
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osures is entirely in the hands of a few well-to-do men and
Kurumbers who form the poorer part of the
but servants of the big ryot either cultivating

The land in the enel
the Sholagars, Lambadies, Ooralis and
population are not as a rule land-holders,

his land or grazing his cattle. ,
There may, in a few instances, be smallland-holders, but thereare usually wealthy

men who have settled there not for th¢ sake of cultivation but for the purpose of
breeding cattle. MMany instances have come to light where land has been on patta
e a special area were

for years—not cultivated but used as a cattle camp. If therefor
it would not benefit the persons for whom it

set apart as suggested by the Conservator,
was intended but would prove a loop hole by which the large cattle-breeder would
escape paying fees for the bulk of his cattle. ,

(2) As regards the suggestion of the Board in paragraph 2 of the reference, I
have the honour to point out that it is opposed to paragraph 2 of Government Order,

No. 553, Revenue, Forest No. 224, dated 14th August 1895.

Not only would it involve all the dangers that wer
with respect to the distinction between privileged and non-privileged cattle, but it
would not, as pointed out above, serve any useful purpose. :

2. I may further point out that in doing away with the distinction and lowering
the fees from 4 to 3 annas for nmon-privileged. cattle, we have not obtained asgwas
anticipated a loss of Rs. 3,100 (vide Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 66, dated 4th
February 1895), but a gain of over Rs. 6,000 in the present year. It is not easy to
say exactly to what this is attributable, but it is certain that part of it is due to the
better check of cattle in the craals and is also in part due to the increasing size of the

herds grazed in these fine pastures.

8. Tt is found that the goats as a whole are kept in large herds by the wealthy
cattle-breeders and that they are in a great measure confined to certain localities—thus
ion where there is a

on the Talamalai plateau they are confined t6 the western portl
y are confined to the villages outside

large area of unreserved forest, in Kollegal the
the reserves $nd to the large enclosures where there is a considerable area of waste

and this is also the case on the Satyamangalam plateau with the exception of three
villages—Hassanur, Gairmalla and Kurumbur—where there is still a good deal of
unreserved land left outside the forest though not so much as in the other places
named. 1 see mno reason, however, for encouraging goat-breeding in these two places
where they are a constant source of danger to the sandalwood growth which surrounds

the villages.

QR

Endorsement by C. E. BRASIER, Esq., Acting Conservator of Forests, Southern
Circle, dated Coimbatore, 24th March 1898, No. 2011.

-Forwarded. ,
The confusion and abuse arising from differential rates bas already been pro-

minently brought to notice. Thereis therefore no necessity to further remark thereon, .
while it would appear that the well-to-do cattle-breeders of the locality referred to can
easily afford to pay the maxima rates now in force of As. 3 per head of cattle.

Far from lowering the rates, therefore, it would appear to be worthy of considera-
‘tion whether these upland grazing tracts should not be placed on a similar basis as the
corresponding localities of Salem distriet, viz., the forests of Hosur and Dharmapuri
taluks where the four-annas rate is to be levied next year and was only temporarily

reduced to three annas during the current grazing season
L3 '

subject.

As regards the browsing of goats in the sp
ity to set aside separate areas for them at least in ordinary

appears to be no pecesst
years. In yearsof excessive drought, however, it may be found advisable to set aside
hat these animals may be able to tide

“uch areas for short periods at least, in order t ]
over such times of scarcity of fodder in their ordinary grazing-grounds outside reserves.
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e pointed out by the Board g

under special orders on the .

ecial circamstances pointed out there .
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= wthe Collector dwelt on the necessity for protecting the sandalweod i
growing r

v of North Coimbatore, the Collector’s argument that the- extensi e
‘ sion of the
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Resolution—Forest No. 167, dated 5th May 1898,

In paragraph 4 of Board’s P i |
the B 8 Proceedings, Forest No. 1 , -
o B encaded s e Kl ot orth ot Sk b i 16
) nced grazing fees might s e treated as.
Sﬁggggﬁe; %ol i]ﬁgrtrzzgfther the unreserved, marqingrom};g 1.(131‘:2(111;‘31}1)1“ .ﬁalled on the
_reserve wus suflicicnt to % : villages forming -
cattle of th § ‘to provide free o= 1orming
tﬁat et Ife l?e ebpffiier ryots, and in approving the Board’s pr%n:)bzfaﬁngor the agricultural
port thus called for should be submitted as soonpas p, %‘i:rnmeut directed
ossible. v

2. On the 11th November 1897, th

District Forest- s ey e Collector reported o ' 1
portion of thgito(l)‘girgzzlf ot th?l Y pE R was mot in allpeases la:(;gh; am}ﬁonty S
extension as it Wogld ng’ (f ml‘)’l o had passed under cultivation Eut hl Ogg ocated s
the process of encroach ot e followed by a further ex as cultivation aedy
, ment on the forests would be unendingp 11&0snaoff cgltwa}:wn and

. . urther objection

villages, and added that the agricultural ca : ,
; ’ _the agricult ttle of the vi ound: the
E: L:f;g l:;?) ?n?fliilfi(’):iff)%ﬁi_l provision, while any at’cempi:3 t‘;ﬂ:zfligssﬁe;e o foeiently
Do sur grazinc; 1 l‘x;e sll(;xcg. fmher the circle of grazing area musg3 Provision would:
ooinion that e aorieul(;u- 1sappear under the plough. He fur l:?ODtana“y widen
! gricultural cattle of the hill villager urther exprossed the-
of the villagers.on the plains. gers were 1o worse off than those

3. In forwarding the Collector’s 1 ,
firmed the € ) s letter, the Acting Cons . )
b 0 et ko ot A o e G i
dangerbto the adj.f;lceht’ sandzﬁlw de;erence hto the objection that an e;ft:;a’rgm‘ allowed
; ! . lwood growth suggeste : sion mvolved,
distance from the villages might be assigned g)&;f’ ; }: edf?h?t speciul areas situated at o
to the poorer ryots. . ~  Iree grazing of cattle belonging
4. The Conservator’s endorsement wa ‘ -
and b ) - nt was forwarded: to-the C N,
for thg}‘;:z :ﬁ?s:i‘;;etpprt at the same time whether arranlgenr(?eg;J lector for remarks,
o grazing of the cattle of the holder - wight not be made
enclosures, - : o ) ers of patta lands lying within

5. In his letter of the 16th March, th : bie
_ : , the Collector obiec ,
il;igso(;n;i ft:lvttvg&(l’.rt;?,é);s are unknown on the hills, thg e;‘ilggl;\x{e: ‘t(iz‘ms, Irop Os?]é on
their cattle, or of wealth men who employ servants to cultivate tfn eing either in the
area v camp:d T}}’I :a]gﬂe-gfeeders who.do not ecultivate theie: holdi
also deprecatea by both the Coﬁr SFacposal to allow free graing ¢ . ('hn'gs e
ground that the differential tregtxiztl?{ oi;’ng(i-:?ii f cting Consel‘Vator:gM(I)'. clilr;asli[:zrcitﬂihis
negatived by Government in Government Ordzlc',a%loe. léaésé ag;ftzgdiléjohnzideratic:n,ri)ees
e 0. 993, 14th-August 1895.

r lands and graze

6. As reservation has been carried out on a very. large scale in the up] d

¢ ; ' pland.tracts

margl 3 : \Z3
e oo ane e bjects for which such margin was originally granteq
oo ecial stops e nder the plough, raises the question ag toglnl? ly.granted
e vamont of India (i necessary o give effect to the policy em hW_ether some
Tt 24th s I;lup‘ara%g%ph 6 qf the resolution recorded in'Boa}:ivasllgzed b)’. the
of o livation are strono-?aryth 5), viz., that, subject to certain eonditios roceedings,
aro given in o sirong rf tan the claims of forest preservation, Thns’ the claims
B O B e oo amo tesolution and the Board is di osed. to thins
that I Nori}rl)l CoixI;] gst erein laid df)wn.are applied to most, if not all, O;P&Sed to think
in the North D0 tha ore reserves, it-will bq found that.extension of' 1 e enclosures
be lﬁd nd ainedob erwise thz}n by extending the, margins around :;J.l tivation must
ould be ‘ogunds })lr'lenfouragmg scattered cultivativn. throughout, th o thhing
p oy gt \ , While large areas of land well suited for cultivatio o magmﬁCem
out;n e the reserved forests. The Collector - should, howey n still remain waste.
enc gslures to, be,mspectqd by-a Revenue officer in ;'iew to eﬁl cause .th? larger-
special report in any case in which facilitics for the extengion of cul?i\sal;?mlssmn' of a.
, i ' ation secem to be,

» called for._ |
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7. In supposing that the Board would desire the continual renewal of grazing
‘margins absorbed in the cultivated area, the Collector misunderstands the position.
The question under . consideration is whether these forests shall be treated as special
tracts in which the grazing fee may be gradually raised to one rupee, and it i3 merely
proposed to show some consideration to the local villagers at the time of making
‘the change, for which they can hardly have been prepared. If they afterwards choose
to divert to_other purposes land assigned for grazing, no new claim arises for special
consideration. The Board attaches no importance to the Collector’s remark that they
are no worse off than the ordinary villagers on the plains. Villagers on the plains
have many compensating advantages, and a succinct statement of the grounds on
which special facilities should be afforded to the residents of forest tracts will be found
in paragraph 5 of the resolution of the Government of India to which reference has
just been made. )

continues, no special measures need be taken, but any application for sanction for the
enhancement of this rate must be accompanied by a statement of the cultivated area
of each enclosure and the extent of the grazing margin together with proposals for
relief of some sort in all cases where the existing margin is insufficient. The prohibi-
tion of the differential treatment of cattle in the ordinary grazing rules does not, in the
Board’s opinion, preclude a measure of this character in the limited tracts where special
grazing rates are levied. It has, however, no preference for this method of dealing
with the difficulty and merely suggested it as ‘the Collector seemed so opposed to the
idea of increasing the grazing margin. The proposal to protect the sandalwood growth
by assigning distant areas for free grazing does not commend itself to the Board and
seems hardly necessary now that special sandalwood transit rules have been introduced.

- 9. 1n the same papers a report was called for as to whether the exclusion of
goats from the special tracts would cause special hardship to the people concerned. It
would seem that there need be no anxiety on this score. The grazing of goats within
the reserves has not hitherto been allowed ; there isa considerable area of unreserved
Jands in the villages in which the largest numbers of goats are found; they are not
kept mainly for agricultural or domestic purposes, but for the sake of their skins; and
there is no special reason for encouraging their increase in tracts which are so well

suited for cattle-breeding as those now under consideration. :

(True Copy and Extréct.)

(Signed) LIONEL DAVIDSON,
: Acting Secretary.
To the Collector of Coimbatore.
,, Conservator of Forests, Southern Circle.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
. 0
Ourpee—No. 363, Revenue, dated 28th June 1898.
Forest No. 110 Recorded.
~ (True Extract.)
(Signed)  @. S. FORBES, :
Secretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
Esd A. F. Ecoleston.
49 C(‘Pie.b . '
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8. For the present, sanction has only been accorded to the levy of afeé of 4 - | ) o N .
annas, a rate which is already in force in several districts, and so long as this rate : ) , .
)
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