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Prysical CONDITIONS OF POPULATION IN TOE PRESENT
. FAMINE EXPLAINED. :

- 1.—VARYING

Tt must be remembered that.in the present famine the conditions of the
people in_differont neighbourhoods will be found to vary within . considerable
limits. This is due to the fact that such little rain, as was received, fell in very
unequal amounts in aveas but little separated. As a result, the labouring poor of
one avea have not had the opportunities of work in the fields possessed by others,
and whilst petty ryots have, in some instances, been able to nourish themselves for
o prolonged period, in other localities complete failure of crops has brought poverty

. and starvation. This fact is mentioned, as it i essential that sweeping assertions
as t_ the state of the famine stricken throughout large ‘districts should not be

_ made, and that each locality be regarded as an individual study. Of course, as
4ime has advanced and high prices of grain have continued to prevail, the impress
of distress has become more uniformly marked ; but, it i3 necessary to hold this
circumstance in mind, when wishing to arrive at a just conclusion as to the bodily
state of relief-recipients in various parts of the same district. L

9. A further caution is pecessary. T Nothing is more common than to find ..

o 119”n-prque§§'gggal persons’ giving opinions as to the’ health condition of relief -

. " 'ge, rpecipients as gathered from what they call their general impressions founded

upon experience.”. Such persons may pass and repass in the midst of thousands

" maintain, from their normal state in times of prosperity. Yet, a careful analysis
> may show that these rough estimates are not only absolutely wrong but cruelly .
= %, misleading, when applied as factos in the administration of relief, = In short, no !
» 2* " pergon—professional or otherwise—should think of offering an opinion upon the ;

{ - condition of the famine stricken, by merely marching past them arranged 1n lines”
for inspection and then forming an estimate. | I'he only way that can at once be

just to Government and_the relief recipient is 1o examine each person individually,"

and to arrive ab a conclusion by summing up the total as classified according to a

"preconceived plan. A very curious modification of this method has been adopted

"y certain observers, which is mentioned only that it-may be condemned, namely,
average health of a gang nob of individuals. Thus, it

the determination of the ¢ : i :
having been found that such and such percentage of famine relief workers mn a

gang are in good health, or such and such in indifferent health, the gang 1is
dingly. This process, bowever, does not afford the description of
_information that is required 1n ascertaining the effects of the measures of relief
afforded by Government in respect to the health of the people: 1t simply supplies a
criterion of the combined working powers of a gang—‘information that would be.
useful solely in determining the tasks of individual gangs. The duty required of-

a their subordinates is to report what is the state of health )~

"

both medical officers ana thol rdinats I o |
\+ and strength of those receiving relief, Lmth the object of ascertaning the suffici- ¢

ency of the wages afforded by Governmént for procuring food in return for labour, -
and of the food dole where the exaction of labour 18 not, possibm { It must be

distinctly remembered in ma

1ation for this purpose that the standard th .
guiding ‘administration of rehe_af and in fixing labour and diet as obtainable on the - ..
wages offorded, is “the wmaintenance of health and strength”—not merely the yie
_maintenance of life; that is to say, that the object professedly sought is to buoy

classified accor

L g T A T .-

3L

. ,\ of workers daily, and fail to sco that they in any way differ, as they stoutly ~ . 3/ ,:;:ta-i’\\

king observations upon health conditions of a popu- '..% v o
ndard the Government of India has laid downin ¢ o .:



the people over a period of food scarcity 80 that : \ ‘ Qoon dri it i i equi ‘
rovision of food and of labour shall ), at when norma] conditions as too a ; Heen driven hither and thltbe; in .quest of labour or becn required to go to large
P i uni ired in & : arrive, they shall be able t ; o works at distances from their villages, [subsequent o the apperance of decreas B
avocations, unimpaired in health and strength. 1t mugt 0 resume their O <1y th ho h kline inf e of
that it is not the duty of the medical officor to fOrus » therofore, be remembered ° strength. women nec,esslal} yt 1?se wfo ave Tuc fmgt infants fare the worst, on
oxamines relief recipients as to the distance of 4 mha mental estimate when he o account of the drain upon t oir sys ‘ems or Supply of nu riment t:,o their offspring. -
mere existence and death, bub between a fallin Ufl{? there may intervene between L 5. The above considerations will show that in making examinations, it should
the normal health and strength of the indivig 01 from what he estimates to bo o be remembered that in accordance with the conditions under which the populations
a multiple of individuals to arrive at a decision ual, and from hig examination of C are placed as to failure of labour and food supply, the various modes and time in
' . as to the state of the population.” , which it is sought to afford them relief, and the .constltution oi:' the population as
1L—Tur Coxormiox or 4 Porusamoy MoSE o ‘ o § to age distribution and class distribution, variations as to physical condition must
- o OF 178 VARIODS CLAs;i GAUGED BY Exawixatioy : be expected in different neighbourhoods. . o .
- 3. As it 13 necessary to arrive at the state of . , 6. It is now necessary to (;O?SId.er the eﬁgcts of dtli)e starvation of 5@13 1mdividl_xa,.l.
the health conditions of each individ 2 gang by carefyll .. o The data yielded by the 1877 famine, as observed by various medica and civil
clusions as to the state of a po ulmlle» ual, 80 al3o it is necessap inyf ascertaming P officers, were carefully brought together by Surgeon-General Cornish and Surgeon-
veliof works or in kitohoos th}; tpare zora, not to confine attentinn{; 2 ozmltxlllg cons -0 Colonel Porter. .In the following statements, I rely not only upon my- own
Tt must be remembored that part o%n;em(e)nltlllytl.)rought together fo{Y ogser ;)::ioonn T , observations during the same period but also on those of @hesre authprltles.» o
gratuitous relief, as shown by their staryeq Eng f& 100 may be urgently in need oi..’ EOR T : : . , ‘ ; ‘
fact that relief workers in gangs may not eeble condition notwithstandine ¢] S ~ JIT.—Cnpoxic MAL-NUTRITION IS TO BE EXPECTED IN INDIAN Famings. -
. I r - ine the b N ) . . . L
e?stuila,te of the charactex: and extent ofpt}?:eélii tgl‘eat deter}qration. A_verycfalse T 7. Acute starvation is rarely observed. ~The poor of all countries are very
1e§u t by confining attention to the latter, is“ 'I‘((eiss prevailing might, therefore NP - charitable to each other, and to this the natives of this country form no exception ;
who resort to works are the representatives of thls ue to the simple fact that thosé A the sharing of food proceeds up to & period when extreme starvation is imminent.
community ; if, for example, the opening of rel; e Comparatively hale parts of the -« i ‘ Moreover, there are numerous unusual foods that, whilst they are indigestable and
1 by the civil authorities, the members Ofgth relief quks has been delapéd : o} long " o in time precipitate bowel complaints, supply a certain amount of nutrition which
- to’tvlzorllf had their strength been maintaineg II’I?;) ulﬁitlon who would haze begﬁ ;ﬁ’g R & may prolong life. Hence, what the inspecting officer is called upon to examine is
with physical labour ; or again, gratuitoys ay have no longer the power t T . not a mass of people suffering from acufe starvation, but from that form of slow
whilst relief works were open, and thyg have {;th.ef may have been}ugdul Y dolcopg oot . starvation which exhibits its effects by mal-nutrition. - This fact should never be
ine%t:; :&i wear}‘chwho canuot resort to workg :V(iluiig}tl;t' about disproﬁortiongtb suzg;.. o forgotten, as the favourite idea of the laity is that, s0 long as no deaths are reported Fouline
o mediéa{a' b eis.e simple facts should he c;u-efullS }ghOSe resorting to works are in from starvation, there exists no famine; yet the diseases which follow mal-nutrition ¢/ T,
OF ool & cgrrltl %E.ates. and certificateq sanitary i)lr]s Orhe in mind, as it is the duty . are as truly due to starvation, as if the ideal of no food baving been taken for days - <
» . ar nA1tons to report so at opee bectors who observe thi : i on end were satisfied. In judging of results of mal-nutrition, it must be remem- '
duty it is to advise the eivil to the Dist e this want ) 1S i i
vil auth rict R bered that changes are usually slow, and that mortality due to this cause may not -

orities accordingly, Ty iq FS&nitary officer; whose

. thenecessity for correct ; X : . . . e
* sickness and mortality ar%rﬁggﬂt;ﬁﬁasﬁoﬁe of th om failure to recognize affect a population appreciably for some months after being subjected to it.. The

ity . rougng : It measures of reli ‘ ; general symptoms found in natives suffering from mal-nytrition due to the use of
y_demands the giving of aid t . b need not be gaig that, whilst }?lfmgng Lo unwholes)(’)mg and insufficient food may be s%lmmed up as follows :— s

8. Reduction of bulk of the body.—Diminution of bulk may confine itself to
withdrawal of fat, or proceed to actual wasting of the muscles of the body. The
combined result is the appearance in marked outline of the ribs, of the clavicles
and the acromium processes, the knee and elbow joints, flattening of - the buttocks,
‘the sinking of the eyes and prominence of the cheek bones; later on, this condition

membrane . : ave life, a3 owipe cient food, no amount i
cably lost, 9%?;; m:sigllzill ;ra;ict both digestive aiodt};e Sofi‘f’ezneratlon ot"the mucous R may change to apparent increase of fat owing to puffiness of the face, cwdema of the
are Vf’ea'kly should obtain food ‘f’lir;lc1al économy tg gq arm,? 1Ve powers are irrevo- ) (' ‘ g . fegb_and ha'nds, and dropsy of the abdomen. Itis hel(_i thgzt a diminution of the
obtain it promptly, Waiting £ gllllt labour, anmm ‘fe\t-e*hef that those who U*% [/ “ b 1 - original weight of the body to the extent of two-fifths is likely to be followed by
and emaciation, before reljof is off 6 people shoy signs of atl‘e fit for work should ,_Jwi,i ot Lo death. "In women the mamma shrink till they‘are .on-t,he.pomt of disappearing.
can get food can be determined Witired’ 1s absolute fguy 8 i;lrvamon by thinnesg A “In most parts of the country,f W}?men.wear‘l'clhg fravﬂaal txgh{sly fﬁ) the.skuiﬁ the
food grains and the existence of Loy out argument, by hayine ether or not p_eople - - loose .hangl{lg‘ofr' this part of ¢ erattlre will ‘e foun general, where }nsu cient
such and such a Tahsildar ¢ J0Ur 1n an area; wild egt regard to the price of - - : nutrition ex1s;s.fd ! e Th < of ¢ th i ; d . “th R
' ' 9. Arrest of development.—The process of growth 1s arrested 1n the young, so

h d estimat, :
ne alctual observation by visitin these es.f(.)unded upon E v . .

people have stores of grain arp ; . £ low caste ap(boons founded ; that infants of a year old frequently
namely, persons earning theip liv;ﬁippllcable Yo clagses tﬁs ¢ sufferers—that tho '- irls alike are found with faces that app

ook but two and three months of age, boys and
arently belong to persons older than would

, A g . ) oo D

4 M 00d by daily | at fir st demand relief, . - ' Be iudeed by the state of development of the body. I uberty in girls is effectually

a further gsfgler:l?ﬁe (f)ilfserver who examineg re}:l' E;bour, the old, sickly and feeble. che]cke%l, as szhibited_by the failure to menstruate and the absence of development

: -Lhe first to suffer by reason of lperiw?;l“ks only is liable to fall into N ' : of the mamme. In addition to the signs of staﬁvat%)(gl above stated in children,
vation : . i i d rominence of the abdomen occurs—a

and at times in adults, an undue pro a symptom,

the significance of which mmay be mistaken by the non-professional observer.  In
advanced conditions this may imply dropsical effusion into the abdomen; but,

he J * he ¢ ’ : , . . : ’ s .
~ old’ from 50 X period of weanip very young’ may be taken as ) ordinarily, it results from the wasting of the fatty-covering of the abdomén, and
upwards. It is thege age cla8s§g,t:fﬁt‘{le years of a?;e, ar?d the -Sef; | of the nir{mcles supporting the bowels. With the thinning of the walls of the

e ught about, the bowels press forward and produce the deceptive

period we great famj 1¢ population that first exhibit . -abdomen thus bro r
vere proved to have suffered more thI:; of 1877 the men af the end Ofut I:e . e appearance to the unwary of a well-filled belly. This appearance is enhanced by

not the case in thi ; - t , AR €
e s famme.‘»‘ The differency lieshfnvtvl(:;n fe;cé t}I)::i;: lég ko dat}? this is 5 the thinning of the muscles attached to the ribs, so that flattening of the chest
' S € men have not ' : ‘ " : ST Lo S

very old and the very
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beon insufficiently £ mine infants.” Thes ver, fre
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e same as j RESDEY form of t ’ eir deliver who country sore ¢yes, °
the infant. a%f%itldz?i(g}ged’ bup in additio];e tf‘]“};domen. and 1;h<;i egife ery, have not %2;? segreg;{ionr ofy e infectet 'It.ts will often pe found C
they are not only ﬁa'rlt'lonal signs. Thus, the I:f?emhal’itieg of th st 13 found to bhe On turning down the Jows? oyelid, | consequentlv be . conveyed in spite of the
hangs down in bao.li'kened as in the case of at over the butte small skeleton of : erroneous jmpression 2. ealthl = yof ther P‘“’ds The precautio should, b
stretched over the bo e folds; the skin or tlthe adult, but thOCks being absent, | pallid check and the obvious 9. ' the muceus embrane Of the mouth, The
looks unduly larg fnes, or is wrinkled lik Other parts of t} e skin over th taken in such ipstanc® exarmn? gf ¢ gountry sore €yes by insisting oF instans
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. ‘ es resumably '(afg“m,g r ‘ £ thi dition i
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i ere too ' 3 observation, 3% a state ' o«
' pour must be watched with 8 ' : 0
amount of 1o ¢ mal-nutrition from which no expenditure of money
ir the 1877 famine andits Lo

n controversy

mortality in the presidency are well known. Tt was b o
d Temple acknowledged 2 ¢ sort of scurvy’ S
care and aourishment T

undoubtedly combined o

contracted, the e
es sunk, a
general aspect 1s )}; ‘ » and the ¢
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Y —a state at ¢ ter Wor].(]; that is i Produced an : B
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o & time When Sir Richar
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ness of the ner age this ex .- 9t times fo 0 52
healthy manjlflez_-mus system ; it ta I(;es§10n 18 accom an 10 men abOubsq“Y nothine
ridde or the famine stricke S more than Panied by pron 0 be hung, introduce
"« the £ng'e€,_ apc} hence repeated“s’hentto 11nderstand°§§‘nary time rggn%d obscusg' - ‘was 'Lppearing"i“s
= st_trivial observation w outs ma at there ; uisite’ N . + .2 “The dysenter of the late atage of famine 18
d . 1a rvatio T y be ere wit squisitesd o dysentery ‘ :
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incapgbillriltc;djfnzhto an ill-DOur’isﬁgcgl‘leﬁt of orders mWhen dealin ga:’::%ilon of the i | %:3 and Subsequently , if improved food cannot be Sbtained, in sloughing ulcers that

S e mind to un rain and pep ay often’ immnl 1th 50.¢alled - oA =, olve whole of 2 limb. Tndersigned believes that it has not been .

(1) The skin.—T . derstand requirem 0ervous syste P ly nothine ged ' : - may .mv? reciated that long after all official measures of relief bad ceased, and .
advanced forms, the k'n minor cases, the ski ents.s SyEtem, and conge wt o ' suﬁicwnty a}gpd returned to their usual “avocation after the famine of ig77, very Lt
» the skin is dry and Sc’urf;’sskm loses its glogs o Thsequent P . the f‘ig}_;ﬁ% and suffering continued to occur from these ulcers in the Ceded |
a 'a D’eirict ~ When well advanced, no treatment was of avail; the amputation of the
8 - scless, as the sufferers who had failod to supply tissue for repair of an
healing of fresh-cut wounds. | The great import-
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washed, owing t charactepiat; etrating anq 0e found when 7 1f.evident Jqually, is it evident that however toilsome the duty, it 18
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- thab it £2) The hair.—The exposed hair SEVICT, 18 due to ‘the e;i‘;gOur where t‘}:: « Tt must be understood that in ordinary seasons frosh fruits and vegetables
B ecomes of a straw OPP sed hair of children 1. - 'Stence amongpgt ' ecut play an important part I the dietary of the people. . In many ;
he head and the body. reddish colour, Thl:en"mpidly loses | 8 '3"‘3‘;“’3&%‘{2’3"%"{&‘{&‘»2 parts of the country the plantain and varicys species of yams :
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. ! oad L measure; 1 abeyance: ‘A very eigmﬁcan‘o fact came home to me during the faming o
3 BN 2 ..

v
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‘to the curries. Ina journey of about 200 miles T mag

‘ Coimbatore in 1857, -

" They came into jail mostly for grain thefts

v ;‘Soorbnti'.. » symptoms dlSthﬂy markfad, while other

S ' o green vegetable f
rain had fallen and the poor were able to pick up eor',:;nd Svl\:as lscarce.
~ scorbutic symptoms began to disappear. The 2 5 =tR Succulent food, the

. failing Strength',"and the complication

A.‘..;-f-:«é"-* T T e T T

s

6

in regard to the deprivation of the people of their accustom

. .l C ed food. Limes are?
usually to be had in every village bazaar, the juice being used to give a piquancy

- s e through the heart -of the
famine tract of North Arcot and Cuddapah in March

lime in any town or village where I halted. - And ‘ever

Ywhere the -same  difficult
occurred in the matter of vegetable food. . Throughout the dro y

- e . . ught period the
markets were very mdlﬁ'erenﬂy supplied with vegetables.” C

- ¢« The present year was not my first experience of ¢land gey

oo oo Surgeon of Coimbatore twenty years before, I made acquaint.

o Land sourvy noticed 8¢ oe with the disease, as it appeared amongst the poor during-
- a time of. drought and scarcity. I found °

T ] 1 s that about 70 per
cent. of the newly-admitted prisoners had discolored, Spongy or bleeding gums.
: for gr » and were starving. * While under good
-diet with vegetables and lime-juice, most of these cases did wel

A 1, and soon had a
healthy condition of the gums restored, the mortality” from this class of prisoners
ran excessively high. The worst cases continued to lose flegh, became dropsical
or got diarrhcea which proved most intractable in treatment, and ultimately died
precisely as the people did during the late famine.” - o IR

“The great bulk of the people who suffered from scorbutic Syrﬁﬁtoms had a

deep purplish blue discoloration and thickening of the

Characteristios of lend - marked most distinctly in the upper jaw. If a good g;;::f’

sarvey. ! . 0

sarvey. | _cases there wa,s_fulceratlon,v bleeding and loosening of the
Blue - discoloration  of t%et}};l, but the mo]it common cases were a_spongy thickening

BUMS. . . of the gum near the teeth, varyin in breadth £

to six or eight lines. There wa e hors oy Ok EWO

. $ no undue sensibility of the um wh i
‘was absent, but the thickened and discolored portionywas shagrply ge;;'gdugg::t’lg;

ol
‘healthy structure adjacent, and followed the festooned outl;
observ{rs have thought that this condition of uthme of the teeth. Some

. : . gum was due to piementation :
“races, ‘but that this was not the case is- certain, from the }f)agt tha?li(;n ;}n (}?ﬁk
' natives the gums are precisely of the colour of thoge i ‘ calihy

se in white raceg,

» and in’ ;
found to passing do

the discoloration and thickening in young children

I have seen
‘men, women, and children, some would be

Wn rows of

ave the appearanceg described
S would b

most common in districts ZUINS. AOCOI‘dIng to 1y own
where green food Was  was most niarked in the distri

Noroe: . water, and where -
, After

sometimes seen in persons who had not perceptibly lost flegh .
= B » .o 1ot , sh a
Prevalonce of the dis- . 0© Otherwise in fair health, hen the dins((lzoﬁlll‘odarl)})eared to
colored guma regarded a3 QUMS Was a_quarter of gp inch or ‘more jn bre':(zith _ullle of the
RN there was generally evidence of 1083 of musculap I;o\w?;e;il;i
. LT » In referene . O

poople, was regarded as unfavourable.”, . 0 18 Physical condition of thy
- . It seems incorrect to assume, as above helq th»' s of 4 N
not ab times pigment as, indeed, havé al§5 theip togg-;g: -ggllﬁ;st}(])f"t-he native have
ent matter to the condition described by Surgeon-Generai Corn; is 18 a very differ-
ary deposit found in seurvy is a Aistinet bluish black ang TC;-Se;istThe'plgm?nt'
and spongy gums. . As stated, the upper gum ig the best guid b 8 with raised
the lower gum should be examined for g gulde, but

. when in doubt

o . . ‘ ongin : . .
a8 to deposit of pigment being the conconll)itait gissgsgvblesdéng.. When in_doubt,
~ close examination of the gum will show 1 ¥ undersigned considers a

: . . n the ¢ '
is covered with minute papille. Theg ase of

with a small magnifying glass can be Seen with better g;
the gums assume an unhealthy ulceration. T childrep
times seen following ulceration of the Inucous memhyrgy

(7)) The digestive system.—The tongue is ugysy;

that the surface
naked eye, but

the chieek is at
e.

. in advanced stages this blackens, dries, crackg” any covered with a thick white fur;
. devoid of epithelium.  Cracking of the lips

: .€xposes . the ¢
2t the side of | o gue raw and

the mouth is also common.

1877, T could not buy a

rvy. Whén 'Civil ‘

In severe cases -

e sty e

7

' ~ . mind, it is recommended that the following table
© 11. Holding the above faicts ::-rr;rlilt?gd.olxitlsthe ingpection, it should be requlrﬁd
. } o .

be used for nobing regult;& 13,(3:3l be classified. The ?‘Pserver B’hg::ld b?lztslﬁggi;v cl;s:

that the éagg ll‘llilzzeas l;:&:) v?rhat. .constitutes ‘g ma;:;en Wv:r)s?::l; nu;',sing mothers® and
mine Uode ruies ion of the terms as men, women, 0 - and
f‘lfem" in the ordinary accelep’tﬁ%gonkoshould then be examined, with the (Ll;] th; }(;ef) »asze;:'
children. ‘ The hetiggonj;;lre of the task ; the extent of fining to whic gang

taining the amoun

he distance from which the persons have to travel from their '
_the dis

j ’ the
ubjected ; d. | The observer should then pass down
5?1?32221-1t2 tg}e works Shouzr(iiofselyn:::anéed columns in his note-book by use of the
; ing pre

i : i low ; a mere mark under
lines of workers having p d in the form given below ; L

iﬁ:ial letters:ﬁlf; ﬁhe ::%ilggtiﬁs:he whole can be compiled. On first passing down
each head wi en ?

vin . ined. - This
e te of the workers sh.ould be ascertained. - This
e line, the general\ Physwfilitii‘f;s to scurvy, anzmia and existence of fa.mlne
il?fant% should be determine

con | 3 ‘

een noted, their o eoond inspociion. | |
. m C o district

" on the famine relief works at in taluk, | is

village supplying majority of workers.

on day previous to inspection.

Gang No.
" Distance from
Task "’]qﬁwl.lzd o do. do.
;aik f of ;ori: on day of inspection and_ previoqs mont‘h‘. o
< Nature ) . : A

' es). | R : - el
Ny (f‘f)rg::i;gl azni official price stated for reckoning the ‘ grain-equivalent’,
' Name o 1 8 '

: ber of days in which fining occurred and the average. amoun_t per head duripg the previous
‘vsﬁnﬁ from date of inspection. ' S

PR

» Physiéal state of workers.

Bcorbutic { Nomber

- Good (per- | Thin (per- | Emaciated| Anmmic | (spongy |*of famine} Remarks.
T Total

infants.”

f | centage of | (percent- | (percent- | gums) | in :
number cel:?ti? e tot%l : a(ge of totallage of total pergetn::‘lge
exammefl. »exumined)‘. examined). |examined). lexamined). e:&m(i)ned. )

Mon
Women . .., v ‘
Children ... - .i.

PR S R \ ; ' ) o o S
Nursing mothers ... S . e o _

Total ...

; £

12 Th;a ‘(':ornditlion of the works as to’their sanitary surroundings, more espe-

P ‘ v - ly and conser-
; ints raised in this office * memorandum on water-supply and »

~ cially as t"f';}ﬁiggmr:éfl works ” and “ the - prevention of cholera on relief &Qrksh‘_ .

' wy}?f)lgdolx)le fully entered into. A separate report should be supplied as to the co

s

. . L E d
it i eir Inmates; similarly, all sanitary matters ‘connecte
dl'tlonhOf ila,tl(;h;rrﬁl a;c?ortlliouses should be reporg;d on.  The condition of grgmb%is
i ofsp1 ale and its price, as well as of all food arblcles said to be obtainable
offerod or: according to the Famine Code in the villages from which lapourprs
for :h:ovi%lzeworks ‘should then be ascertained and be carefully reported—it being

com , ,

P

rticularly “enquired. into by personal observations and 'weighing whether the
pa ’

ge allowed by Government will purchase the articlas and. the amount laid down
Wa - - . .

at the official wage for the day in_qu_estlonfl :

: W G. KING, 'MlB.; C.M., D.P.H.; Sufgn.th.-Col.;

: Mabaas,) . o
Orrice oF THE SANY. CQMME. FOR . ,} -
- - Forr Sr. Grorar, 8/‘;4“9“35 1897. | : .
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Mhrough the Honorznblé‘th:, Chlof Secretary to Government,

Public Dm,artmgnt OFFICE OF SURGEON-GENERAL.

G504 ST P S

No. 4 3 ' WITH THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS,

Madras, g
om QURRENT /,42,4()

SURGEON= MasoR= FENERAL fu FIBTHORPE;‘ F.R: c P.L,

“llovenber 189¢.
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= SUBGEON-GENERAL WITH THE

GOVER‘XMEL\T OF MADPAS

To

THE ﬂoxmmgg;ﬂmw SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT)
Revenue D EPARTME@"
— 7

I
»

Six,

_.-T"have the honor to acknowledge the receipt

s

of G.O. /iIo. 4047 Mis., dated 15th September 1697 received

e e

with endorupmmnt no.‘r 2007 dated 20th September 1897 _of the
Dubllc anwrtment referring QT mj rem&rks a copy of a
)‘W S Telocnoe nemorandun drawn up by tho Sanitary (‘omml sioner Tor Lhe
ruldnnco of Medical subordinates and certificated ganitary
Insypectors, when exonining persons receiving reliefl in u

Tamine affected areas. ,
12, With reference to paragraph 2 of the mom01andu2n
and the rema.rl:s“of Government thnt a statennnt of ‘bh ?-:i‘ '
policy of ‘Government. in regord to :["Lmlne reliefl is out of
place in.a memorandum of this la_ind/l hope CGo vernment Wl]l.‘v'
récon sider thlu as it only ro:Lter'mteu what 1s already in:
the: Provinci'hl Tanine: Code (chﬂptex‘ A para.;;raph 127) t,hmt.r_‘ :
the rution, wre"sui‘flcient to oustnin' able bodied 1&),1)<J\11:*at:x';'»~>
in health and strensth” . ond deals with the I‘act that has
peen givert out over and over again by the Government ol
Indiz when discussing the question of rations that the
étandard ghould keep up the'health and sti‘erigth"f of ﬁ_he
people under rellei‘. mhe whole utility of the memormndum
appe’ar:; to me Lo turn unon 'b]li and it opﬁoars tome most
egsential that froth Modical officers u,nd suuox’dlnat, |

zhould have impressed on them the desire. oi‘ the Goqerlmunt

of India by the use of the wages and rations that has been

prescribed otherwise it would bé impos sib]e th"rb useful
X iy :

e . AT

. rbwortg."
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Jjudpments foerAbyﬁﬁhOSe responsibla

o&nitary %dViCO to Government or its. subordinate

RN

T lIO('{].'C" 1 rblld
It ig the plwln duty of the

‘w

‘ mitar{r Dennartmo .
fficiﬁl°° ‘ o

coin 1OV rar the wishes of Government are being @r¥fectad N
. rbcf\r : OAle A

’ + the 1ntnntiun3 of the Go vernnent o India are ag tO'th;
e

Bl
3 b twicken, is consecuently the centxml n01nt to mhich
. ’1.1}1 S T . .

1amgxundum1@fero.. .

ghe T ,
o In parazraph 2 (b) Government considers that

T PR

T e .
:;Adlcnl eubordindt and Sanitary Inspectors should confine

f‘their,examination! to the people on relief and should make no

'renortp ur‘ou »zestions in regard: to the general population

253 SUOClely directad by District lledical

T_Oflicer' o other superior authority. I think it would ve o

iﬁf,plty o thus ignore the svecial knowled@e of iledical subordi

1-

 Lpates who undor this veragraph have only to report their gpgers
2y Vo~

. o . q . 2} T'-‘; ba (1 oL - 3 0
ﬂtiong tu tnelx supexior ledical ofTicer on whom lies the nec

28—

_sity of verifying the focts, cnd making any suggestion to th
) DFaN I r A
 gollector he considers deé%r&ble. It &pPears 1o me that tie.

. edical  starf would be simply Tulfilling ius corrsct Tuncti
_ v ; Lech ction
of ascertaining and supplying inform&tion of a Chmracter tha

1t is speclally adaptpd by its tx%ining to ascertain. Mhere 1
< s Nere 3

-?gno quuotion in the memorondum of Lhruatinr muide the oping y
‘ ; o

of thejuévenue 01ficero‘@nd there 1is no Treason why those orry
: Y : cers

shoulid not pe content with thelr own opinions and act unop th
B 2 .Y ’l Qm’

in splte of iledical rnpreoentmtiona. 1t appears to me th 4 1
& Tamine C¢mpalbn‘&ﬂwb thv greatest watchfulness ag 10 “the

condltion of the people %hould De exefcised by all Govornmé 1
, 2rnmen

Qerfﬂnts concerned -and it would not bo desirable to thyg ot ‘
- estrict,

thevduties of iledical subordinates who are relativ@ly Tro

- : ‘ / m

hnir special training in & better pasition to judge of th
. . s [a}

: phygic@l condltion of the people than the ubordinatme of ot
. . e OLiher

departments
Y . @Goverarent states that 1t 1s of opinion that i
: o ] , . : (e 15
. . , . er
, Sanitmry.Commlssion does not posses?ﬁuthority to issue ord

! the qlﬂtrictfnedical and Sanitary OfficerA and that tﬁo

"v@ssag@’ polntinb out the dutleo of the 1uttmr had better b
= ‘ e

. omitted. I hope'GOVernment will reconsider thig order ag t1
. ' ~ (S0 LNere

N ¢ ne - irregular in the action : e
has b b@ on nothi ol e of the Sanitary -

Comnissiones

Lt

et e '
B B

e ST T TN TET

e St

It o

, BT gy SRENE, T S I T T g3 12 T
H T e e g —

Commission who,ﬁnﬂer:G.O. o 4

3

5, Public, dn med -the - 17th

Apri? 1007 sont me the memorandum which was issued in the
L 4

usual way as a Nepartmental Standing Order for the informa -

—tion and guidance of those concerned.
Ag regards the position of the Sdnitary Commis-

_sion@x}th@ opinion of Government’ 1s of a Tar reaching

character and it secens desirable that I should recapitulate

the orders under which he 1s‘dcting. ' éhe‘duﬁies Qf the
local Sanitary Commlssioners are the same as those Which'
prerbuSly dévglvéﬂ on the local Sanitary'COmmissions,
which were Tramed yhen the Sanltary Devartment was created
in 1864( G.O. No.1547,’ﬂi}%tary, dated 7th March 1887

Y
RN

paragraph 2 of letter from the Government of India). “In

laybng down bno duties of the Sanitary CommiSSion,Govefnmhxﬁbg

notified (G.0. Ho.1469, lilitary dated 2nd May 1864) that,

(paragraph 13) ‘.11 Civil and :Hlitary authorities will be

requested to glve to the Commlssion every assistance 1%
_ g wor of the executlve Honitary.
nay reqiilre’; (paragraph 18)’ ‘the practical udminiutration

/\

must, o8 alroady stated, be carried out by local civil

ond military authorities. It will be the daty -of tho-éa&f'
C .

Commission after considorttion and communlcabion with those

authorities to uubmit to Governmont plans Tor carrjinm out

“and supervising the whole San itmry mdminivtration of thp

rjadras Presidency and-as far as may be pr%cticable eniut'
-ing . establishments yhould bo nade uoe of so that no need-
-less o;n enditure be ontmiled ) (paros raph 12) ‘imnorbﬂnt

&

quootiono ol “ﬁnit%ry intercst willvhowover Trequently. 'y

arise 1n the Civil Denartmont and references will be made’,

as may be necos~%ry to and from the several depmrtmonts of
Government/ . | '

“mhe Sanitary Cbmmissionor ig the responSible
adviser of the local Government in all Sanitary matters.
(G.0. 10,1847, Lilitdry, dated 7th dﬂrch 1887 ~ p%ragrmph
3 of letter Trom the Government of Ind*a).He is also the
sanitary adviser of Municipalities'under the pesolution

4.0,
of the Government of India ombodihd in 799, Public, dm ed
and

'16£11 July 13#,/\& .0. 9.7 Ou, Public, d'wtod 7th April 1870
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sptompor 187%- is position 1s ‘held tp vo €distinct owing UTOYMS: Tt will bé.the duty of the Sunltary

ans Od 5th Sel

frsm‘”nd not subordiﬁaﬁe t6 the lMedical Departmeﬁt’ (paragraph

Commigsioner to-ins qoct, under the orders of Go vernmonu .

poor houscs and CAmMPS on relief works, and to report

6 of notificaﬁion 170. 150 dated 15th ilarch 1800 by the Govern- !

_ment of India, ombodied in G.O. To. 1672, Public, dated 18th

on thelr anltary arransements, Etho physica 1 COndition

of the inmates, the general menagement of the heslth of

,“ngeMber 1880) mhis declaration 1s reveated in paragraph 15
‘tho &fLOCt”d population, and the, gize, DOS ition, and contrdt |

' , India notificmti I3
vofygovernment of Ind on dated 30th July 1886 1llo. T jiefl” i ti ith t}
of relle works in connec on with the public health, and

61, communicated in G.0. Mo. 175?, pubiic, dated 21st Aucu t‘ -
5L Ausus ‘

- 1086. In paragraph 7 of the fewmmer Tormer 1s lald down di

will Turther take meas ures Tor testing the adequacy bf'the

rations prescribed Tfor labourers and Lor thosge who receive

_uinctly thet the aanitary Commissiloner €111 wtilize’ not
E 'Qn1~ . . -
y ?rmtuitous rolief"jDurinb bhe Tanine of 1876-77, Govcrnmont

the noputy ganitary Commissiono?“bum also the whole wvaccinao-
placed ab the dlsposal of, the o Sanitary Commls sioner special

~tidn stofT and Civil surgesns, as Tar as possible, in Senitar
Senitary _
W  mpig exwplicit placing at disposal Tor smnitarf work Comnissioned : ledical Officoru, Who went where the ofTicer

WO o
) : of

of that period wished, %nd ascertained such pointg as he

o c Vj] S ons - no.‘ anludin Lull Dlotrl(:t; ot l
i sSurse ( N OdlC a alld. Sa.ni.t,, ]:'J
des LK'(--)(‘. () ,.)LlCh. axrY ’bll,.‘(!“(}!kt;‘ were lﬂ"LCIE) (1\]]:‘1!] (;lllc f 4.{”[!]6
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Y s isg o i qua C

Of;icer ) ; rbre ‘ted in equally plaln torms .in paragraph 174

o lotter notification 1so. In the sredent ing - . and the ordinary staffs of digtricts hQAB thoreforc to be
: ‘ = e 2y 1e

TR . E . . .
. s v 2L B st

‘memorandhm 1g distinctly simed ot securing that the ledi ' trusted Lo supply iim vith information which as.alrewdy
. e lledical ' '
'subordinatbs'should be abletlo correctly s 3 stated above, he has & right to call for from them It was
: ¥y supply the sanitary > . WE »
therefore advisable, in view of the small amount ol Medi-

informatbion roqulred in paragraph 11, vhichiils introduced
auced with

the-statement’ ‘holding the above fﬁctﬁ\in mind, it is re —cal inspQCtion7that District Ibdicml and pmnitmry Officers
N S QCOM~ .

;
—ﬂcndbﬁ tnot the Tollowing table ~be used for noting could undertalie in addition to their nultifarious dutles,

S—

1eoulbs {AM already stated, €ae BSenitary Commissioner doeg that the Medical'subordinmtos uor*in under then, should

po educated as Tar as pogsiblo to take thelr plmce. mhisldnﬁ f'"

#*

‘... the toask sot out in thoe mumOlandum In shorb dcdic%l

R wow &
subordinates gorve thic purposc of mu ltiplyin( thoéy/ﬁé z&azzi. i
il 1y
416

Ath him, did a5

1ot issue orders’hig position as

resards t'hi“ havinb been ‘]")‘24
b] G 0. Ho. 4395,, Public,dated the 17th April 1897 bt
ut ag

v !
vl ’
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alr

: geen he hqa the vower 1o utilize the services of Lledi vready :

| " Hledical Office ‘
rs

it

Lo ;%ther sanitary informatxon. oors of the Distrlct | Medical ond Sanitary Officer¥a

jﬁ ‘ ith reference to vparagraph 11, of the. némorand v their reports EO to him and it would resth W
andum

Governmnent considers it “highly undooirmble to auty his vubordhn%tou |
I3h ’lori A -t;he .

he thini any natter brouwht to notico by

to be of importance,. 1o personally‘investigate the mwtter

thmt it’is-nocegsary that thoy should be igﬂorod into by a1l the information gquoted 1

J——

P
r i

subordinate ledical staff to examine th
3, ¢ head cool

the object of ascertaining the sultabllity or R A ‘ bcfore'bringinv it to the notice of the Tevenue authorities N
. - . . o e ! :
extont of Tining or the distance the wveo B - 1 onc It would therefore not A
> people have ‘or the Sanitary CommigsioneT. puld there v i e
the work'. T think that if Government will con'1't0 el © occur in vracticeo that the Tevenue authbrities would be ' ﬁ\

e ‘ - + consider the T g

s o : , odlov- AE
-inc Tacbtbs 17T 7111 sec a 1le ; ! A4 ] ity
-ing 12¢ ', W ce that the ledical Officer(or subordinat onbarrassed by the miltiplication of savisers. This boin .ﬂ%?

s A - e ; t
1s»in no way nade an %bpollate authority on th ose ) 0, it will be seen that the eriouv directions for chulrt %?;

- »/‘L»‘,p,,t oy 25 33

n the tﬁble in paragraph 11 have a4a@,%§

*

rtedical sUbordinate'

W°d10wl men concornod in famine administration, | qerinite object. mor example, if The

“ho dubies of the ‘ganitary Commiusionor ‘during Tamin round that of 15 gangs o are in bad condition and rests g X
e s ¥ 0%
content with the bore gtmtomont,?hic will cnrtulnly not _é-%

‘fiare'laii doxn in soction 154 of the Temine Code 1n the
- » o .

-fbtbrvobu47l

help the Digtrict Madical and Sanitary Officer +0 a'
) _ golutlon
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| "or” domanded acc ﬁunngd @Q% ﬁh )ﬁ&d condition of the veople
”iBut woro this h ,1pg omittod,ﬁbr, in other woryd

; m@dical rubordinate nrdhibltéd Trom asiing questlons, havi
] ViNng

NATER ~ . surgeon-lajor-General
. ) ‘ . ) . - v e

on of the gieriouity. IF put, two gengs are in evbl cese,

[

t‘nds to roason that the conditiong which surroundf thenm

iﬁ the mujor¥tj of cases, o met by the information quoted
4 1t be Tound thmt whilst the other gangs have to wal
[}

<1z miles ﬂer day, the exceptional gangs had to verform twi
co

" 4hat diotance, and n%d poen heavily fined for non-fulfilmont

or wosks, 10 sould Tesh ithuhim to judge whether the total

Ll

o e
‘;t.‘:.{‘ S -

4n, }\.%' ] S, were the

girect rnlutlon to ‘he sanitary condition of the people, t
e, he
Diotrict 1ledical and Saniltary Officer would be drifon 4
o the
fﬂlg@ nosition of ~myinb Lhat such and such a percentn
age of

total workers were in bad condition, in nit
S5 e Of Go VOI‘nm
onts

Seimemmgran

1ib0rwlitf in wages ond rotlons.
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VL,

Ca? /6;;;7:;4~7?L‘—’ff

. T T S ¢ (M R A
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nead again G.0. NO§10%S d/zs-lo—nv.

ﬂead 8140 - C Ho. 10300 of 1897.
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lote foxr orders.
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Ploeoe see G.O. 10,4847, 1

- dated loth beptember 1897 nnd the note“

thereunder.

:L‘ ,  In August last, the sanitary‘ﬁf

of Govi.copy of & 13 spmorandum drawn up el

him containing hints for uhb puldqnce Cof
‘ oo

y

He o we

‘;hpdxcal‘auoo rdinates nd bertlilceted
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1. S M—‘*«g 3o " W & A %
. o&ﬂlt?ry lnvppotors when ekalnlnp per@ongF-
s ,.g . ‘,,,If,‘, : -4 ﬁ’ b ool ) i

Y o

réceiving relleT in femine affected aréas. ?%]
1

Oon exaL' ng this mem ndum the Govt v%u W
!

of oplnlon that it wenbt muuh furtner th“ﬂ
Y

its expressed object ond wWas mgfﬁﬁﬁﬁf obg_;

Jeotlonﬂble in the following reﬁpects-— vi;i_

L
@l) ﬂmoodVan a nte t@ment of_ policy

obebv* in rafkrd o fﬂnlne relle‘
(2) 1cy1ng down tnﬂt it iv the dutj
of the Medical Subordln ates to exanine

the hetlth conﬂltlon of the populatlon ‘

i'v
& B
1
!

. : R R
Copmizsioner forwarded for the informatiog: § 1}

not on relief and +o report to the ﬁl)tr1¢~f

ﬁvglﬁbmwtﬁ nd unnmha Senltqry Offxcer

nJ unb of oulanCu in condltlon and thab,l

it is ,nﬂ’duty of Uhu ﬂlstrlrt

and e senitary. Offlcer to advise the{f

Sy el

ivil Officers on recelpt OI ucn rports,

I"—

. ‘ (3) directing the uuordln"te ¢edlcaLﬁ

"y

tuff to . excmine the Head Coolj’" book

071-4’— el _j.’
riaRuae

for ﬂscert aining the suitability'of thebrf*

o
tasks &C.

.The nemorendum was therefore re*ﬁ§

rerred to the }.mine ommissoioner and: thQ

“urgeon~Genercl for remarud~,tne p(perug

umd above, emhodj the replie“\of these tWJ
officers..r'm\_, S e ? u'  i
5, The Femine ° onm1051oner *oes ndﬁ‘seé

/‘f
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t in the memorendumn
o n.t otztemen
any .obJje c‘blO Ola
.'f the-policy of Govt.in ryaﬂrd to famine i
o]
u1ief; but he concurs in the other remarks .
rell ’ : '
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o hovt. He i nowever against the omission
e . '

or peras 5’_, 5 5 fronm the'memorandum as
1 Cv - s .

ned inthem are velu-~

i
i
1
P
:
]

1nstruot10na conta

the
. quggbsts th?t the, fact that the

‘aola)and
ﬁejorﬂndum refers to the emmmlnatlon of.

qbtual recinlent“ of:relief‘Shouldvbe nade

%

v ‘;‘“.:: " :%

‘;é The >urgeon—GenercI on the other hand,
cons shtowteshand

,iders that the &Qfgﬂéhm :
,é"m;zq,w.,ue,- o A MM’M auwoL
s_»qi;ihaa——aSﬁﬁd 2 S

T Sl 4/L./L-.a._,d ‘v(‘fw ;:“N‘“.v \ o W

as recuired LJ .pa rniP of G.O. No. 430 dated

o

17th Apr¢l 18q7 Public, )unt to hlm by the ~/¢Q:/47

.

nika ry Lomm1031onbr and 1%SUbd by hwm

m,

a Do artmentﬂl Order for: the 1nformat10n .

a3 a Jd

.

an guid nce oI those concerned ﬂﬁéf%ﬁgﬁ n

- o]

3hg;€$§££ thure nau nothlng 1rregu1 I in the

] "w 52
ISP o A

the'actlon of the-S“nltary bOLmlB ioner.

arThe Surgeon—Gener 1 thinks 1t esSenﬁial
:kthaqthe‘policy1of;Govt;in;r¢g9rd ﬂo‘fahine
) rellef.uhould be uet forth in’ the remorandum‘

und that is not deolrcble th t Jb ical
D,Subordinctes whO"bJ thulr up601 1 tralnlng

:?are iqh btetter. posmtlon to JUdgb of the

phan the

$

_;phyn_ el cond1u10n of thb people

.ubordlnutes of other dapﬁrtmeutq should

et e 5

“he"dsberred from- rurortlno on the condltlon

. -

yofsthekéﬁe;ﬁlvpopulation which’reports it

S

is openiLoatha_RavenﬁQ» utho iﬂii +0
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KA

accent or regect. On the cuestion of’. the

'eznmlnatlon of the HeQd boolj 3 "books by
‘the’ Medical JHbOfdlM?te ‘}he'gurgeon—Gnl.

obgerves that” no SPGCLal‘offiberé;were

app01ntedeuo wor _under the (nltarj Corn-

1y ‘ :
3 Y ml”slonpr durlng the Taminethat the Sanitery
l"i\,bv'—jro'\ﬁ-’ 4 TR T C .

bomm1531onor had" to rely Rer—infiopmtinn
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