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 (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture),
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" Sugave—Submitting to, Government report on the effect of the competition of imported — |
on the profits of the :lntfmm of sugar-cane and on those of sugar industry in the Presidency.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE th‘mmum, Laxp Recorps AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and Agri.), No. 443,
dated 6th December 1898.

Asstract.—Forwarding to certain Collectors, for report, Government Order (Revenue
Department) communicating letter from the Government of India requesting to be furnished
with information as to the effect of the increasing imports of foreign sugars on. the market and
the price of Indian sugars and thereby on the profits of sugar-cane cultivation. g L ‘

Reap—also replies from Collectors to the above reference.

Reap—also the following G.O., Mis. No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March 1899 :—

Read—the following letter from C. E. P. VANSAGNEW, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, dated 17th February 1899 :—

With reference to the G.0., No. 681, Revenue, dated the 15th November
1898, in which the Chamber is asked to supply the Government with information on
the sub{ect of the effect of the competition of bounty-fed sugars imported into India
on the local industry, I have the honour to inform you that while the area of culti-
vation of sugar-cane in this Presidency may not yet have been adversely affected,
there ean be no doubt that the competition has forced down the prices of refined sugar
manufactured in this country to such a point as to seriously endanger the future of
the industry. ‘

In support of this opinion, the Chamber would invite attention to the following
figures of sale prices for the last six years of sugar locally refined by the firm which
is most largely interested in the manufacture of sugar in this Presidency. The prices
are gross realised in Calcutta, which is the largest and most representative market ia
this country, and refer to only two brands, of more or less equal value :—

Year. Highest price, Lowest price.
o BB, A. P, R8. A. P.
s 10 1 0 9 15 O per Bengal maund.
1894 .., 915 -0 9 8 OP,, X =
1895 ... . e e 8.8 0 812 0, »
189b wse see aen “re 8 14 0 8 11 6 » »n
1897 ... 811 6 Bl o ,,
1898 sae : &1 B 4300

» »

In the opinion of the Chamber, the reason for this great falling off in price,
notw1t'hsta‘ndmg a steady improvement in the quality of the article, is undoubtedly the
reduction in the price of beet sugar during the above period brought about by the
hegvy bounties by W}nch that industry is subsidised on a steadily increasing scale.
With the falling off in the price of the locally-refined article, it would have been
}mposslble to eompete with the imported bounty-fed sugar but for the margin which, it
is We}l known, reﬁneys have in past years enjoyed on the price of raw sugars. That
margin must now, _w1th the fall in refined sugars, have disappeared, and though it
may be that the price of the raw sugars may admit of some reduction, the Chamber
doubts it, in view of the high price of poonac manure and the recent spread of disease
among canes.

_In any case, there is a limit below which raw sugar cannot be profitably produced,
while there is no apparent limit to the bounties, which were again increased in
Germany only last year. A further fall in the price of the refined article must
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adversely influence the market for the raw product and thus react upon cultivation,
leading eventually to the curtailment, if not to the complete extinetion, of the Indian
sugar industry.

The Chamber sees no means of escape from this calamity other than the abolition
of the bounties by international agreement, or the impositioun in this country of counter-
vailing import duties on bounty-fed sugar.

Order—Mis. No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March 1899.

The Board of Revenue is requested to submit with the least practicable delay the
report called for in G.0O., No. 681, dated the 15th November 1898.

2. The letter of the Vice-Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, will mean-
time be communicated to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) N. E. MARJORIBANKS,

Jor Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement).
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Resolution—No. 77, dated 13th March 1899.

The Board begs to submit the following report with reference to G.0., No. 681,
Revenue, dated 15th November 1898. The delay which has occurred in its prepara-
tion has been due to the necessity for referring the question to the Collectors of the
chief cane-growing districts for report, and delay in obtaining their replies. These
are not yet complete, but, with reference to G.0., No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March
1899, the Board will no longer delay its report.

9. The questions referred for investigation are the effect of the competition of
imported sugars into this Presidency on the cane-growing industry, and as_ to the
possibility of any falling off in_the land and canal revenues in consequence of the
abandonment of sugar-cane cultivation.

8. The imports of foreign sugars by sea into the presidency have been as follows
for a series of yedrs:—

Amount imported Re-exports
Refined [ Unrefined
Years.
F F %
rom : TOom s
alipdad. Coastwise. abioad Coastwise.
CWT. owr. owr, CWT. ewT,
1888-89 o .o . 1,480 23,516 696 308 696
1889-90 Ly el 2,633 15,089 1,038 2 888
1890-91 pes > o 7,661 17,4563 1,370 . 741 R
1891-92 o Py o 5,717 18,199 979 " <1795 ,
1892-93 e ’o % 2,867 17417 1,395 "92 906
Average .. 4,052 18,615 1,096 80 804 K
1893-94 a8 . . 344 19,236 1 ik 967
1594-95 3o .o e 3,695 20,580 842 4 b47
1896-96 5 o o= 4,133 15,257 303 15 837
1896-97 .o P x5 8,158 12,355 217 5 623
1897-98 £ S0 BAS 7,028 14,905 668 i 1,977
Average .. 3,671 16,506 417 4 990
1898-99 .nine months) .. 7,911 5,497 521 953 381
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to 1897—98,.without any detriment to the export trade in unrefined sugar, that is,
j _ The latter is the product, not of the sugar-cane alone, but of the palmyra
and other palms. The cudden decrease in the exports in 1897-98 may, in great part,

be attributed to the character of the preceding season, and to the faet that the
extremely high price of food-grains induced the ryots in places to decrease the area

s "D
i -
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- There is little or nothing in these figures to show that the imports of foreign
sugars have matergallg “or seriously increased during recent years. The bulk of the
nnpqrts were receive into .the Wes; Coust ports from Bombay, but in 1897-98 there
was a considerable import into Ganjdm from Bengal. In the first two years of the
lﬁefwd mfeﬂb ed to there were no direct imports of gugar from Germany or Austria-
4 ggm :ilt 9‘“081%390—91 there has been a fluctuating import, with a maximum of
o% ih enr;en‘tlr;rl;i. 7-98, and as much as 6,357 cwt. during the first nine months
Besides the imports referred to above small iti

. ; - quantities of refined sugar roduced
:alllnf)ﬁlt: :;9 ‘;1];2?8 etlmport:ed from other parts of India, and in some yearg conls)iderable ‘

ned sugar from Travancore. In addition to this, there is always a

A

.
v

&

* slanted with cane. The exports b¥ rail fro i the Presidency have also been increasing,
and during 1897-98 were especinlly large; those of refined sugar having been the
largest of the last ten years, and those of jaggery larger than in any of the previous

years except 1890-91, when owing to special railyay rates for- through booking,

large quantities were sent to Guzerat.

considerable amount of su i : - =
gar imported into the presidency by rail. These have e
: . : ds.
averaged as follows for the two periods ncted aboveg_ y by Exports by rail in thousands of miaun .
Refined. Unrefined. Refined. Tirrefined.
During the five : : CWT. CWT.
years ending 1892-93 ¢ -
During the i T S i 43,900 40-4 | 1893-91 o165 | 154889 | 1825 | 1893-94 | 2467
Th g five years ending 1897-08 . 45,720 35,733 llggg:gg 427 | 1894-96 44-1 | 1889-90 Qg-g ggg:-gg gggg
; : i 1890-91 499 1895-96 494 1890-91 376" H— 3
ese imports are therefore of more importance than those made by sea and 1891-92 50-6 | 1826-97 611 | 189192 | 2789 |1896-97 | 2585
h 1 i 1892-93 416 1897-98 1074 1892-93 186°9 1897-98 3398
TRl oty A ) i there has been a marked increase in the e Ernrde W Voh
pE Bombey (port). average imports of refined sugar during Average .| 450 653 2144 2762
e s o 1975 189396 5,419 the later quinquennium. As a matter of . ) R g oTs 2050
O N o I L fact, however, the imports of this sort of .
18 .. e L. D160 Tse7 g8 sugar during 1897-98, were the smallest . :
e w2482 180798 5,03 made during the whole ten years. Nearly The bulk of the rail exports of refined sugar always goes to Mysore and Hydera-
5 i o L s1s7 8ll the imports, moreover, came from . bad, and in 1897-98 there was a marked
y = owt. ., 1,445 3.076 Mysore, and only a fractional part from Indian Maunds. increase in the despatches to the tformer
. 1 i I e ep— . . -
’ e -~ Bombay. The imports of refined sugar * Year. , : Mool . ToBeagal - LEAVINGS, whilst both in 1896-97 and
by rail from the port of Bombay during 1896-97 . .. 11696 11,606 1597-98 there were large and unprece-

1897-98 o s 3708 16,656 dented exports to Bengal from the Nort}_x-
" _ern Circars *—a fact which may explain -

the imports of the same article by sea at Gopalpore. :
The provinces to, which the rail exports of jaggery have been despatched are as
follow :— ’

recent years have shown an increase, but the i i

cet _ ; gross imports by thi te have been

mgh. I:dlas egnly these latter imports that have probably con);iste; ;: ‘;o(;eig:esugar
en to the imports by sea, the whole are not of great importance. ,

4. The Madras Presidency, however, has never been an importing province as

regards sugar, but one showing large ex
. r ports to other part i i
countries, These may be summarised as follows for the lastst:i gmdm’:fd 0

y: Thousands of maunds.
- Exports of sugar by sea in Aundreds of ewt. Years: -
Bombay. | Hyderabad. | Mysore. } Others.
Years, Refined. ¥ ¥ ¥
Unrefined. :
Abroad, Other SRUOH s s T e T 59 19 T il ML
3 provinces. Total. Abroad. Other Total. SRBG 00 Bauiein 4 b e 44 30 28 b
PEOYEOM, L R SR B D T 250 106 16 5
1891-92 & o . . . {3; 24 37 1
p 1892-93 o .e oo & s 4 4 1
:g:g—goe 2 E s et G 22,8 104,0 R R T e T R 108 42 96 1
Ly Rt (LR L 56,5 879 }22-? 808,7 8,5 902,2 180405 - SR T o B e T 6 72 23 173 5
1891-92 . . - . e 16,2 98,4 1‘8‘6 1,189.8 17,0 l'-los's 1895-96 ok e e . . 1?)8 41'; = gg .6
lsgg,gs s L .. . o 24'6 90,3 11"9 780.8 120.9 910,’ 1806-97 . . e e .. l;l 1 7 o7 25
] . . . ¢ - 21,0 90.9 s 908,2 70,9 979,1 1891—95 4 o . . oo
. ) 11,9 763,7 72,9 836,4 b

- Average |, 28,0 94,8 122,3 9 _ -
N i . 5. Taken all together the falling off in the exports of 1897-98 was not mue

- 907,1 69,8 966,9 |

9495 § 0o 2 105, 4 — i

- Sl S ' 155, S 6~ : . - (g3

Bhe: o 1054 1867 1 "aee I R / if "at all, greater than might have been anticipated after so unfavourable a season &

FTE R Vi Pt
s e, 3 v :z:; :;?:: 178 sy :!::g 1,3333 that of 1896-97. The bulk of the exports of refined sugar abroad goes to Ceylon, and
) sl ot IS, SR RN . 74,3 100, g pryt- e the trade does net seem to have been atfected. The exports of the same sort by sea
=it PO I i T gulhl BREE 1 RHe. e gal wore especially large in 1805-06 and 1806-97, and fell off greatly during
First nine months of 1598-99 1 ' o e sl A 1897-98, but during the first nine mouths of the current official year were greater
@ 8,2 117,0 135,2 236,8 38,8 274,4 than they had been inany previous complete year. Those to Bombay, though smaller
i — during#he last four years than for some time previous, were greater in 1897-98 than

in 188889 to that province, and the exports to Burma appear to have been well

The marked increase in the exports of refined sugar during recent years shows intained
maintained.

the development of the refining industry, which appears to have been carried on, Up
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The bulk of the exports of jaggery abroad has usaally gone ‘to the Uni i

. of _ United -

::: t::tl:::‘hes'gh in 1897-98 were less than half those of prevsi’oﬁs years, and the decKrgloa%e

N los, 1 dem_:ports to other countries, except about ten to fifteen thousand ewt. to

e wv;, ‘!mng the last ten years, been most irregular, and there appears to be

i b:‘ik earnt from an analysis thereof. Of those sent to other parts of India
goes to Bombay, and these exports do net show any material change of late

~ Excepti ; ‘
P r;.:t’:tnhge’ ;::tretfore, the decrease in the exports of jaggery to the United King-
s fun Wo years, there is nothing in the trade figures to give d
¥ as to the state of the sugar industry. e

6. Turning next to the fi -
‘secn from the gures of area planted with cane of late years, it wi
there has usuall'g Ebee‘n al ;F;ffﬂlmﬂts that in the ryotwari villages of {heml”rles‘i‘:ilgls .
d - e less than 60,000 acres planted. In 1887-88 the pricg

but in 1891- : but rose agai :
92 again fell, to be followed in th:g;::ts;:la?{)l;vai l:rle:};eshnaerpxtrfi:v \);m
o 4

Such falling off, as th : A.
are available, has m’zourregr?nlglse %ﬁ&dnnng the last three yvears for which figures

severely from the recent fami Gsand Deccan distri .
he He, . 3 ’ 18tricts, which
been some restriction of ares Sing t]:) gﬁd?;zn(;f however, there has :lusf e;i%b:.‘gls;

amongst the canes. In South Arcot and in the C‘:;’tl:‘afiroql the outbreak of disease

material increase in the area planted during the last few yeadlsmcts fhore hae been 5

ance. As the Collector’s
competition of beunty-fed :ﬁg::f g

8. From the report
-fg;:;:SionmanivM I;tr l?yOflg::l other qulec!:oPS, it wi
ry, has not bee y i
ol latestl;l’qzz ufft’ affected by foreign imports andttht' © cane-growing
Chamber of Commerce re 13 of the priog asked for ja , 22 )08 out b
st Sugh ¢ Ports) do not show any depmes. oo for shipment (Madras
gar, 15 preferred by most clasges ip this».y °pression. Jaggery, that is unpe

the .preseut,. ot 8}"}9 i oo Sl ha8P§eSidency for home use, and up to

of refined sugar may sori © secure of g certaj
have been the case atyAsﬁ‘:.) l;st:i ?{ge?t the sugarcreﬁn'in; (}:?tg:d Large imports
‘-ul.ldex‘gOHIg‘ considerable developme 168, as appears to
Tinnevelly, one in Coimbatore
“factory on a large scale is abOuﬁo one m North Areot (Ranipet), whilst

. | a new

and increasing imports of cheap refined

-,
&

!

e
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Thus, though not encouraging, the outlook for the sugar grower in this Presidency
would not appear at all hopeless even had it not been proposed to impose countervail-
ing duties on bouanty-fed sugar imported. :

9. Asto the second question of the Government of India, the land assessments
without reference to the profits from such special crops as sugar-cane,
flected by any fluctuations in the area planted with that erop. The same
in regard to the water-rates under canals, for though sugar-
cane pays double the rate of an ordinary wet-crop—paddy—yet, if sugar-cane were
given up, in most cases, two crops of paddy would be grown on the land and the differ-
once in the water-rates payable would be in some case nothing and in others very small,
No statistics are available to show how much of the water-rates charged as additional to
the land assessment are imposed for sugar-cane crops, but the amount concerned is not
very great, as a good deal of the cane that is grown is matured by the aid of irrigation

gross charge for a second crop of 60,000 acres would only amount

from wells, and the s L 00,00 v
to about Rs. 2,00,000. Of this, a considerable portion 1s ineluded in the land assess-
ment where the land bears a consolidated or compounded rate for two erops.

(True Copy and Extract.) : %MM

being fixed
cannot be a
is almost equally true

3&"” Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Copy to all Collectors.

,,  the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

e

APPENDIX A.

Préeis of replics from Collectors.

as dwindled down from 9,992 ewt. in 1895-96

Ganjdm.—Export of refined sugar by sea h L
to 7 cwt. in 1897-98. Import of fureign suzar

® Note—This is incorrect as, of the amount imported coast- by sea increased from 75 cwt. in 1895-96 &
i ,987 ewt. w f Indi duce, tl 4 3 = 0]

wise 10,087 ont. wero of Indir Biowsys ) "7 13,445 owt. * in 1897-98. 8o, the locally-
manufactured sugar has been largely deprived

even of its local market.

z Import of jaggery by sea fell from 12,759 cwt. in 1895-96 to 39 cwt. in 1897-98, owing
to loss in the manufacture of local sugar. The outturn of sugar at the Aska factory has fallen
from 15,960 maunds in 1896 to 9,640 maunds in 1898 and the selling price thereof has fallen

from Rs. 22in 1894 to Rs. 16 in 1898 per bag of 168 Jb.

Reliable figures are not ava.ilable as to the value of jaggery manufactured by the ryots
h there has been a decrease in the area planted, owing to the disturbing influences of thc;
famine, it is too early to form eny correct idea as to how the extent under eane cultivation, and
ently the irrigation revenue, will be affected. The Collector believes that but fo,r the
he value of sugar, there would have been a larger extension of cultivation of the erop under
kulya project than has taken place. "The revenue derived from eane cultivation is not
able item, but that revenue is capable of considerable extersion if the present adverse
It is reported that Aska factory is likely to be closed, sugar manufacture

Thoug

consequ
fall in the
the Rushil
apprecl _
::nd{)tlons do not exist,
being unprofitable.

Visagapatam.—Refined sugar is supplied by Messrs. Parry & Co. from their factories

neither sugar-canc cultivation nor price of jaggery affected by imports from Mauritius.

Géddvari—Area planted not affected by import of bounty-aided sugars; up to 18:5-96

v extended, after which unfavourable seasons and fall in prices caused reduction of
If disease can be

gradually
" area, but fall is chiefly due to disease and not to competition of foreign sugars.

combated, no loss of revenuo anticipated.
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Bellary.—Demand for sugar is not great ; it is requi £ -
meats. J_‘agg;,yh w&i:,h is preforred for every da quired only in small quantities for sweet-
rhgar-cane and the importation of sugar will not erefore aff. ; :
The decrease in the area planted since fas]i 1305 is mot ect the cultivation of sugar-cane

mo?m?:m }:;rt of the ryots to grow food crops instead of cane, this being more profitable in

Anantapur.—No r industry in the distr : . 4
cane in the taluks of H'itlll%“upnr andri’c::nkogd: wiishnd J4ggery is manufactured from sugar

Cuddapal—Report not received.
South Aroot.—Thers is mo import of sugar at the ports of the district and the Sub.Collector
?1‘;-97_1‘18;? area statistios show an increase jn 1896-97 and  States that there is no decrease in cane caltiva-

gon in&his division. The Agent of Messrs.
decrease in cane cultivation ¢ hi i WTY. - at- Cuddulore attributes the
offered for sugar-cane owing t(:) ti:ehi;m:ig:d Fiher Ao l.a ™ ML ad. thi Tow it

North Areot.—Reports from all Divis; i
o %, ~1visional-officers not reccived. The report of the General
p R_z -ollector shows that no foreign sugar is Imported and none manufactpuged in his division.

ni ' ]
bounty-1 edpe:u;?}u works are to be closed on the 5th owing to the competition of foreign

" Balem.—~The area und ivation i
il:sganufagu{ed e :;::sg:;?:; cultivation is small and has not decreased. Jaggery slone
except in towps. e importation of foreign sq ar h
effect on the caltivation of the cane or on the %roﬁtsgof s::huztl i
laggery. u
Coimbat: ye.—Th
rice of the nati d i
g’!lgm- ‘i)u muzhn\?::x:dns;etﬁe%rahmm of Trav. \ ts Paying to refine it. Tho local
v e ancore as being free from anything offending
Tmchinapoly.—Foreign imports had no effect on cultiy

increase.  Crop usually raised on q, ; ation of cane which has shown steady
$rop abandoned. Price of 100&;) llllm?lzble erop land ; no decrease of land révenue impossible even if

by overproduction locally. sugas falling, but this is attributed to market being glutted
Tinnevelly— :
nnevelly —There are 1o grounds for holding that palm sugar industry has, in any way
® Years, » Candigs of ~ DeEN “ff"j‘t‘fd by the importation of fcreiéli
TR T S 500 Ib. euch, - sugar. The quantity of palm jaggery broaght
A | S B TN SR - gia to market in” 1898 was oBony &
e 23,943 ¢ much larger™ than in
TR B SRS G S R It any of the preceding years except 1893. The
thep o amd Ll g8 T B Iedens humiber of frees. tappad fop ek juice has not
llggg il ey LS S U T T vy decreased, nor has the value of the palmyra
R B A MRl v T | 1 trees gone down generally. All the Tahsildars
the Shénérs who manufacture ISERery hes ot detare unanimous in stating that the condition of

riorated in the past ten years,

&

A~

o~
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APPENDIX B.

Arg1s planted with sugar-cane in the Madras Presidency.

Group. District. ’ 1888-89. | 1880-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1893-93.
1 2 | 3 : 5 8 .
ACS. ACB. AcCS, ACS. ACB.
Gn.njém ‘e .o .. 2,934 1,582 1,608 2,435 2@20
i i o el 5,425 7,205 5,660 6,088 2.507
SRy oxn0 crepimimiel ey 7,154 7,856 8,929 8,842 6,629
Bolivhool 1" M350 18 . 981 693 981 760 288
Belthey) - 13, 0, & ., 9,647 9,404 8,975 7771 9,055
Decean .. ** 1 | Avantapur ., b " 2,837 g.‘:g "l).tllg :,gé? ' ?;,;
bpapiahiagdl i 4,774 : 16: X ¢
arnati ggggﬁ' ek R L 6,659 4570 4,268 6,505 5,602
G Rk North Arcot e 5,038 5.956 5.072 5.658 4567
Salem o 2,220 2.335 2,018 2,077 1,523
Central ..  «.{|Coimbatore ., .. .. 5,362 5,652 5,156 3,934 4697
Trichinopoly ve o3 4,748 4,'{03 g,(l) gg cls,ql)gg :',g;:
974 114 ] ¢
e b South Canara & 1,008 1,052 860 922 967
O Sabiista . i 97 145 178 153 208
: Total = .. 59,358 59,975 56,870 68,373 51,174
z :
1893-04. | 1804-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98.
Group. District. ‘
J 8 . 9 10 11 12
f‘L ACS. ACS. ACS, ACB. ACS.
f
4 2,034
Cirears Vindsupatam " 15| iajee | sl028 | - ess | aes | o 1ers
R e oo R Ay 8,966 9,295 o8 8209 6,653
- Catla gt M £ (! ke - 736 91 2
e L 8,641 9,440 9,958 7,681 678
Descan .. sl S ¥ 2 ity 1,520 2,026 1,905 1,616 3
D as fune fhel 3,275 14,453 3,328 2,947 2,637 “w
i path Revot 10 . LAY 7,763 6,914 8241 10,853 10,591
¥ s QAR e i S ORI 4,796 4,585 5,369 5,952 5,190
Qﬁrem €O . = 1,984 2,441 g,gg? f,ggg : %,;;:
. ; il 4,984 6.769 : : ¢
oAt SR b allt ¥ 6,580 6,649 4,483 5,655 10,304
s g U el T - B R B R
onthern an e 33 971 ! :
chm;mnota { South Canara . o gm 41 - = s
Other . s
Total .. 57,669 62,193 58,591 57,916 58,374

APPENDIX C.
Area reported as occupied by Palms grown for sugar in the Madras Presidency.
Group. 1888-89 |1889-90. (1890-91. [1891-92./1892-93. |1893-94.1894-95.|1895-96.|1896-97. [1897-98,
ACS. ACS. ACS, ACS. ACS. ACB. ACS. ACS. ACB.‘ ACB.
Cieaiié of 1,850 1,781 1,682 1,634 | 5266 1,18 | 742 | 617 | 3,692 | 3,601
o P

; p : 010 | 3,717

- | 1a402| 8ot | s7s| 's61{ 5372 | 7.382| 807| 3960 4 .
Decoall =t o0 .| 86| 9,418| 6,007 | 2,908 8643 | 4144 | 4,956 | 4,433 | 5611 | 4984
Carmatle =+ "0 11| noes | 'ee3| 1,390| sos| 85| 988 | 1248 | 1216 | 1246 | 1189

Coptanl . o iare 1,074 | 1,640 | 1,377 59| 1487 101| 'st7| '726| ‘760 | ‘830

. gin | sot| ors 10| 426 4n| 300| B31| 67| 556
Boutherm. | o anevelly 905 | Lodg| 62| 806 | 80667 | 62929 | 49064 | 63,351 | 61,430 | 60,507
West Coast PO vl 1a7| wess | 1,538 | ea0 | a7 | 196 |  oss | 623 | 877 3

Total .. | 14,667 | 17,661 | 14,200 | 9,666 | 56,204 | 77,869 | 58,161 | 65,568 | 67,906 | 65,937
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APRIL,

Competition of imported sugars,

Ordering to be forwarded to the Government of India the Board’s report on the effect of
the — on the profits of the cultivation of sugarcane and on those of sugar industry in the
Presidency.
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Nos. 262, 2624, Revexve

GOVERNMENTOFMADRAS.
REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

e O e

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of R
Land Records and Agriculture), No. 77, dated f;ff'ﬁagf}f ?Sn;; .Eetﬂement,
Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S,
dated 6th December lf§98. ) LR, and Agri.), No. 448,

Asstracr.—Forwarding to certain Collectors, for report, G '
De%artment) communicating letter from the Government I:;' fndi: oo o B e
wit

information as to the effect of the increasing imports of forejer A 0ng to be furnished

= : 9
the price of Indian sugars and thereby on the profits o sugar-cane El?lﬁ?ft?;_on the market an

——

Read—also replies from Collectors to the above reference,

Read—also the following G.0., Mis. No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March 1899 .

Read—the following letter from C. E. P. VANSAGNEW, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, dated 17th February 1899 :—

With reference to the G.0., No. 681, Revenue, dated the 15th November
1898, in which the Ghamber is asked to supply the Government with information on
the subject of the effect of the competition of bounty-fed sugars imported into India
on the local industry, I have the honour to inform you that while the area of culti-
vation of sugar-cane in this Presidency may not yet have been adversely affected,
there can be no doubt that the competition has forced down the prices of refined sugar
manufactured in this country to such g point as to seriously endanger the future of
the industry,

In support of this opinion, the Chamber would invite attention to the following
figures of sale prices for the last six years of sugar locally refined by the firm which
18 most largely interested in the manufacture of sugar in this Presidency. The prices
are gross realised in Caleutta, which is the largest and most representative market in
this eountry, and refer to only two brands, of more or less equal value :—

Year. Highest price.  Lowest price.
RS, A, P, R8, A. P.
1893 ... shets el SR 00R] 0 s 9 13 0O per Bengal maund.
189‘5 915 0 -8 0, »
1805 ... sss . oo 9 8 0 812 0 ”» ”»
1896 e “ee e e 8 14 0 8 11 6 ”» ‘ »
1897 ... ST TR 11 » »
1898 ove 8 1 0 710 0

In the opinion ‘of the Chamber, the reason for this great falling off in price,
notwithstanding a steady improvement in the quality of the article, is undoubtedly the
reduction in the price of beet sugar during the above period brought about by the
heavy bounties by which that industry is subsidised on a steadily iucreasing scale. -
With the falling off in the price of the locally-refined article, it would have been
impossible to eompete with the imported bounty-fed sugar but for the margin which, it
1s well known, refiners have in past years enjoyed on the price of raw sugars, That
margin must now, with the fall in refined sugars, have disappeared, and though it
may be that the price of the raw sugars may admit of some reduction, the Chamber
doubts it, in view of the high price of poonac manure and the recent spread of disease
among canes,

In any case, there is a limit below which raw sugar cannot be profitably produced,
while there is no apparent limit to the bounties, which were again increased in
Germany only last year. A further fall in the price of the refined article must

Nos. 262, 262A, Revenuve, 228D Aprin 1899. 3

i the market for the raw product and thus react upon cultivation,
f;ﬁ?f;lzvﬁzzﬁ?m 318 curtailment, if not to the complete extinction, of the Indian -
mgal'.l‘llﬁedgilﬁber sees no means of escape from this cq.l?.mit:,y otl}er than the abolition
of the bounties by international agreement, or the imposition in this country of counter-

vailing import duties on bounty-fed sugar.

Order—Mis. No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March 1899.

Board of Revenue is requested to submit with the least practicable delay the
repor?:;lle(zl for in G.0., No. 6%1, dated the 15th November 1898, .
2. The letter of the Vice-Chairman, Chambgr of Commerce, Madras, will mean-
‘time be communicated to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ N. E. MARJORIBANKS,
Jor Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement).

s  Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Resolution—No. 77, dated 13th March 1899.

The Board begs to submit the following report with reference to G.0., No. 681,
Revenue, dated 15th November 1898. The delay which has occurred in its prepara-
tion has been due to the necessity for referring the question to the Collectors of the
chief cane-growing districts for report, and delay in obtaining their replies. These
are not yet complete, but, with reference to G.0., No. 962, Revenue, dated 8th March
1899, the Board will no longer delay its report. o

2. The questions referred for investigation are the effect of the competition of
imported sugars into this Presidency on the cane-growing industry, and as to the

- possibility of any falling off in the land and canal revenues in consequence of the
abandonment of sugar-cane cultivation.

3. The imports of foreign sugars by sea into the presidency have been as follows
for a series of years :—

Amount imported Re-exports
Refined Unrefined
Years,
Refined.
ag:g,ﬁ Coastwise. all?\;zrd. Coastwise.
‘ CWT. cwT, CwWT. CwWT, CwWT,
1888-89 A e R 1,480 23,516 696 308 696
1889-90 I a1 2,633 16,989 1,035 2 s
1890-91 o Liats @' 7,561 17,458 1,370 id 741
1891-92 e thgt, 5,717 18,199 979 ¥ 791
’ 1892-93 o o oo 2,867 17,417 1,395 92 906
Average .. 4,052 18,515 1,006 80 804
L Saorve 344 19,236 1 X 967
FR04 08 N b e 3,695 20,580 842 o 547
1895-96° % Ol 4,133 15,257 303 15 837
1896-97 g 3,158 12,556 277 5 623
1897-98 2 T 7,028 14,905 663 o 1,977
Average .. 3,671 16,506 a7 4 990
1898-99 (nine months) .. 7,011 5,497 521 953 381
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" There is little or nothing in these figures to show : :
. sugars have materially or seriously increasgtlin during rm:]:a;etal::‘ mmmbflk foreign
imports were received into the West Coast ports from Bombay, but in 1897 9801 the
was a considerable import into Ganjdm from Bengal. In the first two ea:s ff.here
period referred to there were no direct imports of sugar from German ym. Ao the
Sty kot since 1890-01 there s been a Suthatingimp®t, sk
,264 cwt. during -98, and as much as 6,357 ewt. during the : :
of the current year. ; : g the first nine months
Besides the imports referred to above small quantities of refined sugar produced
in India are always imported from other parts of India, and in some years considerable
amounts of unrefined sugar from Travancore. In addition to this, there is always a

considerable amount of sugar imported into the presidency by rail. These have

averaged as follows for the two periods noted above :— .
Refined. Unrefined. Pt 7o
¥ CWT. CWT.
During the five years ending 1892-93 Y e 89,000 43,900
During the five years ending 1897-98 v 45,720 35,733

These imports are therefore of more importance than those made by sea, and
there has been a marked increase in the

Refined sugar imported by tai]xf:om Bombay (port). £ a}\lrerlage imports of refined sugar during
A b e KT8 ASNAOS Gi the later quinquennium. As a matter of
L TN SO . Mo 4797 fact, however, the imports of this sort of
1890-91 . . e 2,620 1895-96 3,239 H
BO0D (111, canecedd 1deniaBI8:, 180607 3,488 sugar during 1897-98, were the smallest
et U i g2 1sero8 5013 made during the whole ten years. Nearly

Average .. 1,966 4,187 all the imports, moreover, came from
R St R Mysore, and only a fractional part from
i s o %076 Bombay. The mmports of refined sugar

by rail from the port of Bombay during
recent years have shown an increase, but the gross imports by this route have been
trifling. It is only these latter imports that have probably consisted of foreign sugar,
and when added to the imports by sea, the whole are not of great importance.

4. The Madras Presidency, however, has never been an importing province as
regards sugar, but one showing large exports to other parts of India, and to foreign
countries. These may be summarised as follows for the last ten years :—

Exports of sugar by sea in hundreds of owt,
Years. Refined. Unrefined.

N Other ,
Abroad. provinoes. Total. Abroad. p:gili];: " Total.
}g:g:gg wa ATk 1 REY - e o 22:3 104,0 126,8, 893,7 8,5 902,2
e sl B R | SRV G¥ReT 1 s 87,9 144,4 1,189,8 170 1,206,8
o= G | S0 it e e - i 113,6 780,3 129,9 910,3
e g e S A L 84,6 90,3 114,9 908,2 70,9 9701
IRFITRER TR T] TR ) 90,0 111,9 163,7 79,1 83,4
Average .. 28,0 94,3 122,3 07,1 ¥, 59,8 966,9
s Ly 5 Tl Poemiofinkasaact | 1o 10072 | 365 | 1,137
Nt oe . . . . v 30,3 105,4 186,7 29,0 18,5 942,56
3 el e Sl 1,4 149,56 176,9 990,9 36,2 1,027,1
ey L on . e . e ;g.g 137,56 171,8 1,007,7 86,3 1,104,0
e e e o ) Shen 1) 74,3 100,56 586,0 61,3 597,3
Average .. 24,9 114,6 149,56 924,2_ b1y 36,7 960,9
First nine months of 1808-99 .. 18,2 117,0 136,2 235,8 38,6 274,4

The marked increase in the exports of refined sugar duri
_the : o ng recent years shows
the development of the refining industry, which appears to haveg been oa:}',ried on, up

e W iAo A B T
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to 1897-98, without any detriment to the export trade in unrefined sugar, that is,
jaggery. The latter is the product, not of the sugar-cane alone, but of the palmyra
and other palms. The sudden decrease in the exports in 1837-98 may, in great part,
be attributed to the character of the preceding season, and to the fact that the

extremely high price of food-grains induced the ryots in places to decrease the arca
lanted with cane. The exports by rail from the Presidency have also been increasing,

‘and during 1897-98 were especially large; those of refined sugar having been the

Jargest of the last ten years, and those of jaggery larger than in any of the previous
oars except 1890-91, when owing to special railway rates for through booking,

large quantities were sent to Guzerat. .
Exports by rail in thousands of maunds.
Refined. Unrefined.
1888-89 404 18u3-94 €15 18%8-89 132:5 1893-94 246-7
1889-90 427 1894-96 44°1 1889-90 96-9 1594-96 302-7
1890-91 499 1895-96 494 1890-91 3768 1895-96 2333
1891-92 506 1826-97 64-1 1891-92 278-9 1896-97 2585
1892-93 41°6 1897-98 1074 1892-93 1869 1897-98 339'8
Average .. 450 653 214°4 2762
Cwt. Py 330 42-1 1575 2029

The bulk of the rail exports of refined sugar always goes to Mysore and Hydera-
bad, and in 1897-98 there was a marked

Indian Maunds. increase in the despatches to the former

Ui Towl . ToBengal rOVINCE, whilst both in 1896-97 and
1896-97 . . 11696 11,606 1597-98 there were large and unprece-
1897-98 Lt n Ay 087 i 38,004 dented exports to Bengal from the North-

ern Circars *—a fact which may explain
the imports of the same article by sea at Gopalpore.

o The provinces to which the rail exports of jaggery have been despatched are as
ollow :—

—,

Thousands of maunds.
Years.
Bombay. | Hyderabad. | Mysore. | Others.

L e SRS TR 59

T N R P e 44 }ig g; K
L R e e RN LT 250 106 16 ‘5
PR G SN B S 147 94 37 1
ARORLOBEE o h - Yaetd ket Th 108 54 24 1
109884 o Che . we g 108 42 96 1
T e R e S P 76 58 173

180898 ik B LR ETA 94 49 90 +
T L I e o R 2o ¥ 1Y 128 47 79 B
1891080 EE 1 T NI SRR 141 b 97 25

————— -1

5. Taken all together the falling off in the exports of 1897-98 was not much
i¢ at all, greater than might have been anticipated after so unfavourable a season a8
that of 1896-97. The bulk of the exports of refined sugar abroad goes to Ceylon, and
the trade does not seem to have been affected. The exports of the same sort by sea
to Bengal were especially large in 1895-96 and 1896-97, and fell off greatly during
1897-98, but during the first nine months of the current official year were greater
than they had been in any previous complete year. Those to Bombay, though smaller
during the last four years than for some time previous, were greater in 1897-98 than

in 188889 to that province, and the exports to Burma appear to have been well
maintained.
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Thus, though not encouraging, the outlook for the sugar grower in this Presidency
all hopeless even had it not been proposed to impose countervail-

-fed sugar imported.
d question of the Government of India, the land assessments

9. As to the secon _
to the profits from such special erops as sugar-cane,

being fixed without reference to the .
cannot be affected by any fluctuations in the area planted with that crop. The same
is almost equally true in regard to the water-rates under canals, for though sugar-
cane pays double the rate of an ordinary wet-crop—paddy—yet, if sugar-cane were
given up, in most cases, two crops of paddy would be grown on the land and the differ-

o water-rates payable would be in some case nothing and in others very small,

ence in th
No statisties are a

vailable to show how much of the water-rates charged as additional to
the land assessment are imposed for sugar-cane crops, but the amount concerned is not
eal of the cane that is grown 1s matured by theaid of irrigation

from wellg, and the gross charge for a second crop of 60,000 acres would only amount
Of this, a considerable portion is included in the land assess-

to about Rs. 2,00,000. _
ment where the land bears a consolidated or compounded rate for two erops.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) C. BENSON,
for Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenne Department.

Copy to all Collectors.

& the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

—

APPENDIX A.

Préeis of replics from Collectors.
Ganjdm.—Export of refined sugar by sea has dwindled down from 9,992 cwt. in 1895-96
to 7 ewt. in 1897-98. Import of foreign sugar
® Note—This is ineorrect as, of the amount imported coast- by sea increased from 75 cwt. in 1895-96 to
wise 10,087 cwt. were of Indian produ('ae, mostly re- 13,445 cwt. * in 1897-98. So, the ]ocally-
ceived from other parts of the Presidency. Sraktilaetured sugar Yad Hoer la.rge]y deprlve d
even of its local market.

Import of jaggery by sea fell from 12,759 cwt. in 1895-96 to 39 ewt. in 1897-98, owing
to loss in the manufacture of local sugar. The outturn of sugar at the Aska factory hus fallen
from 15,960 maunds in 1896 to 9,640 maunds in 1898 and the selling price thereof lias fallen

from Rs. 22in 1894 to Rs. 16 in 1898 per bag of 168 Jb.
Reliable figures are not available as to the value of jaggery manufactured by the ryots.

Though there has been a decrease in the area planted, owing to the disturbing influences of the
famine, it is tco early to form amy correct idea as to how the extent under cane cultivation, and
consequently the irrigation revenue, will be affected. The Collector believes that bLut for the
fall in the value of sugar, there would have been a larger extension of cultivation of the crop under
the Rushikulya project than has taken place. The revenue derived from cane cultivation is not,
an appreciable item, but that revenue is capable of eonslder‘a.ble extension if the present adverse
conditions do not exist. It is reported that Aska factory is likely to be closed, sugar manufactuze
being unprofitable. : i

Visagapatam.—Refined sugar is supplied by Messrs. Parry & Co. from their factories
Sither sugar-cane caltivation nor price of jaggery affected by imports from Mauritius.

Géddvari—Area planted not affected by import of bounty-aided sugars ; up to 1895-96
gradually extended, after which anfavourable seasons and fall in prices caused reduction of
1 y due to disease and not to competition of foreign sugars. If disease can be

area, buf fall is chiefl et
combated, no loss of revenuo anticipated.
Bellary.— Demand for sugar is not great; it is required only in small quantities for swect-

meats. Jaggery which is preferred for every day consumption is alone manufactured from
gugar-cane and the importation of sugar will not therefore affect the cultivation of sugar-cane.
The decrease in the area planted sinoce fasli 1305 is not due to foreign imports of sugar but to a
desire on the part of the ryots to grow food crops instead of cane, this being more profitable in

times of scarcity.
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Anantapur.—No sugar industry in the district, only j i |
cane in the taluks of Hindupur and Penukonda. ¥ Jaggery 18 manufactured from sugar-

Cuddapah.—Report not received.

South Arcot.—There is no import of sugar at the ports of the district and the Sub-Collecto
sf;ates. that.thel:e .is no decrease in cane tmltivaf
tion in his division. 'The Agent of Messrs

’ T Parry & Co. at Cudd i
decrease in cane cultivation to high price of paddy during the last few yeat;lsozxda:g;bﬁ)tes o
offered for sugar-cane owing to the importation of foreign sugar. W ASES

North Areot.—Reports from all Divisional-officers not received. The
%e:pulg (?oll:ctor chows that no foreign sugar is imported and none manufa?cg(r):tl (;fn {11:3 ggirg;ﬁl
- sn ty-lflclages usg;lag;m works are to be closed on the 5th March owing to the competition of foreign

Salem.—The area under sugar-cane cultivation is small and has not dec :
is manufactm:ed from the canes and the canes are not exported. lmpo:tggasssilar']igii?{ almlm
u?fecit excepi;1 in l:lownss. The importation of foreign sugar has not produeedc Yoy appr::ii% 1)(;

t ivati o0 ec
;ﬂ gege r;.n o cultivation of the cane or on the profits of such cultivation or on the price of
" Coimbatore—The bounty system has had no effect upon the sugar i
price of the native unrefined sugar is too high to admit (?f its pavingat:;l:le(}itﬁri be'i‘a}:] E(i ibe
sugar is much valued by the Brahmins of Travancore as being free from anythi:; ﬁe é{cal
caste prejudices. g offending

Trichinopoly.—Foreign iraports had no effect on cultivation of eane which h ‘
increagbe. dCrog um]lg?l.ly rafisled a<1m dguble cro;; land ; no decrease of land revemem i:;;)g]sl;m :?::1;‘;
crop abandoned. Price of local made sugar alling, but this is attributed to ol
by overproduction locally. ¢ market being glutted

Tinnevelly—There are no grounds for holding that palm sugar industry has, in any way
been affected by the importation of oreiéﬁ

*

Note.—The area statistics show an increase in 1896-97 and
1897-98.

Candi
* Yeztrs. 500 lbfe:,‘c’{‘_ sugar, The quantity of palm jaggery brought
igg; A Jepcin TR (e . liggis to market in 1898 was much larger* than in
v e+ it B g 78:{.); any of the preceding years except 1893. The
i i) AU i SR Y 76,407 number of trees tapped for sweet juice has not
USRI g;ggf; decreased, nor has the value of the palmyra
ol (S L (I N 0 T TR T trees gone down generally. All the Tahsildars

: \ are unanimous in stating that the conditi 3
the Shanérs who manufacture jaggery has not deteriorated in the past ten ygears. -

i

P ,M,WM
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APPENDIX B.
Axeas planted with sugar-cane in the Madras Presidency.
Group District. 1888-89. | 18s9-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-62. \ 1892-93.
PR T Il r/ _
1 z < e 4 b 6 ‘ 7
B (B il
ACB. ACS. ACB. ACS. ACS.
R e e 2,934 1,582 1,606 2,436 2,320
Cir e LT 5,425 7,205 5,660 6,088 2,607
cars o+t )| Godhvarh . e e 7,154 7,856 8,029 8,842 6,629
Kurnool = it (i 981 693 981 760 288
e T 9,647 9,494 8,975 7,771 9,055
Becoan .. ¢+ || Apantapur e o e 2,337 2,412 1,847 1,528 961
Cnddapah  +a  +e et 4,774 5,162 5,162 4,081 5,713
Carhals .. | South Axcot,. e e 6,659 4,570 4,268 6,895 5,692
s North Areot..,  «s oo 5,038 5,066 5,072 5,668 4,567
Salem s g TS 9,220 2,335 2,018 2,077 1,523
Oatitanllars wadis-ow=) ) Cobmbatans (ws [ loww | os 5,362 5,652 5,156 3,984 4,697
Trichinopoly o R 4,748 4,70‘.; ?,ng tli,(‘).'g% :,ggg
4 West e 97 1,14 i : 7
soﬁ:? o { South Canara by 1,008 1,052 860 922 967
Otker distriots .« paibs 97 145 178 153 208
Total . 59,358 \ 59,075 56,870 58,373 51,174
\ 1893-04. | 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. 1897-98.
Group. District.
‘ 8 9 10 11 12
ACS. ACS. ACS. ACSB. ACS.
Gaojim oot 2,724 2,809 2,080 1,845 2,034
Circars ..  «.{|Vizagapatam a5t hads 2,960 3,028 2,855 2,792 1,919
ez e T AR 8,066 9,205 9,336 8,200 6,652
Bl U e s S K 547 736 9;3 7668 291
Bell )] ASR 0 8,641 9,440 9,958 681 6,718
BORRRinT el St bttt Sl (i 1,520 2,026 1,906 1,616 '872
Cuddapah .. o .o 3,276 4,453 3,328 2,947 2,531
Carnatic ..  +s |Bouth Ar@t.. .. . o¢ 7,768 6,914 8,241 10,853 10,591
North Arcot Tl 4,796 4,685 5,369 5,952 5,190
Central Salem der il ok b 1,084 2,441 2,285 2,368 2.746
i **1 | Coimbatore .. s . 4,984 6,769 5,637 4,724 5,235
Trichinopoly R 6,580 6,640 4,483 5,855 10,304
Bouthern and West 1,706 1,868 1,261 1,212 2,064
Coast. b South Canara . . 983 977 762 1,067 1,068
Other distriots .. 231 204 178 227 153
“ Total . 57,669 62,198 58,591 57,916 58,374
APPENDIX C.
Arga reported as occupied by Palms grown for sugar in the Madras Presidency.
9 Group- \1883-89 1889-90.|1890-91.1891-92.|1892-93. |1898-94./1894-95.|1895-96.11896-97. |1897-08.,
ACS. ACS. ACS. ACS. ACS, ACS. ACS. ACS. ACB. ACB.
B e | aa s, ve | 1880 1,781 | 1,682 | 1,624 | 5266 | 1,118 742 517 | 3,692 | 8,691
v A LR SR S 891 876 261 | 6,372 | 7,382 807 | 3,960 | 4,010 | 3717
Carnafid. +» <o 6.816 | 9,418 | 6,007 | 2,998 | 8643 | 4l4d 4064 | 4433 | 5,611 | 4,984
Cadtral. oo e 1,065 863 | 1,390 808 845 oss | 1248 | 1,216 | 1,244 ( 1,189
Tanjore .. | 1,074 | 1540 1,317 59 148 101 377 726 760 830
Bouthern. { Madara 5 368 564 619 140 426 411 300 631 667 556
Tinnevelly .. 045 | 1,046 627 | 2,856 | 39,657 | 62,929 | 49,004 | 63,652 | 61,456 | 50,497
West Coast 1 1,417 | 1,468 | 1,538 920 847 796 684 623 577 573
Total ll 14,667 | 17,661 | 14,200 | 9,866 56,204 | 77,860 | 58,161 | 66,58 | 67,906 | 65,937
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Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenye Settlem

Land Records and Agriculture), Mis. No. 1686, dated 28th March 1899 . e

In reply to Board’s Proceedings' No. 443, dated 6th December 1898 i
a report as to the effect of the compei&itio'n of ,imported sugars on the cu’lt(i’av:a.lzgi fgfr

sugarcane, on the profits of such cultivation and on those of sugar indust
the honour to state that the sygarcane cultivation is confined mc%stly to ther¥(’)u1r 3;‘-’-

division taluks in this distriet. The Sub-Colleetor’s report (copy herewith £
deals with all the points referred to in the Government Ord(er I()l{thde;g theml‘xzzg:g}'

ings under reply; and I fully agree with the Sub-Collector in thinki

importation of better sugar has not affected the cultivation of sulrlr]arlcf;%eﬂ:;t :ﬁ:
profits’thereof in this districf.  As regards the sugar industry, I have to say that sugar
of an ordinary kind is made in one village in Vayalpad taluk and exported to %r‘ne

North Areot district.

2. The falling off gradually in the area of cultivation of :
reported by the Sub-Collector, due more to the short rainfall of :ecesnntgz;?:rzet}:s, :xs
importation of better sugar from elsew here, & f to

—

ExcLosures.

From W.FRANCIS, Esq., LOS,, Acting Sub-Collector of Cuddapah to th
Cuddapah, dated 12th March 1899, o '© the Collector of

With reference to your foot-note Reference on Current No. 5-B and G. of 1899, 4
: g . 9-B. . of ted 28th
December 1898 (received by me on 18th February 1899). I 1 th . e
effect of the increasing imports of foreign suga,rs.ry TF S e

. 2. The points on which the report is called for are : (1) what is the eff. iti
of imported sugars (a) on the condition of sugarcane, (b))on the proﬁtseccffo.zsgﬁ iﬁﬁ?::g}lszn
and (¢) on the profits of the sugar industry ; and (2) whether there 1s any pOSéibiIit,r of & fall.
ing off in the land revenue in consequence of the abandonment of sugarcane cuIti\"ation A;
regards point (1) (a), I beg fo append & statement, showing the extent of cultivation of sy ar
cane in the four taluks of this dunsxpp. In Madanapalle and Vayalpad taluks in fOrma.tiog P
available for ten years, while in Kadiri and Réyachéti, where little sugarcane is grown, stati :1_ 9
for nine and six years, respectively, are available, It will be séen from this stﬁterne;i tl; stl("s
the last few years there ha.s been a gradual falling off in the acreage under surﬁrca .a ]lxll
the taluks. All the Tahsildars except the Riyachdti Tahsildar, who has not riv:ne - nh
information on the subject, report that the decrease in cultivation is due not to ﬂi)e im :::f,f
refined sugars, but to bad seasons, aud I agree with them. Refined sy ar'is onl mfed b
Europeans and to a small extent by the better class of natives. These lnfter on] yuse it fo‘rY
special purposes, sach as with tea or coffee or for sweetmeats ; for all ordingr co()kig J purposes
they employ the cheaper]agger_'y. The poorer natives may be said to neve! use an gtlllinp};nt
Jaggery. Nearly all _the cane m,the division is nged for ja gery-making, and as lﬁn fs the
people generally continue to use Jaggery rather than rofine sugaras at present, the arga under
sugar will not be affected by mmportation of bettep sugar elsewhere, £ ’

4As to point (1) (b) much the same remarks app] souw
. - COrsS apply.  Bugarcane cultivat g ded L.
these parts as a more lucrative undertaking than t.}:e grmving;,. ot on din‘;r;vgr;(;:s 1]; :;ﬁaero(f L

enormous labour and expense involyed in mwanuring and tilling and watering it and in the

import of refined sugars has affected the profits of this cultivation is mo

record is available to show'tlfe. rates at which the Jaggery was sold inreret:::td;z::sfull;ntb;:
almost all the cane in the division is used for jaggery for local consnmption and not for’export,
1t follows from what bas been stated above that imports of foreign sugars would not affect
prices. It appears from local enquiry made by the Tahsildars that the price of jaggery is low
at present, but this seems to be owing to the duilness of trade in geueral due to the plague
scare, rather than to any supplanting of the coarser by the finer articles.
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’ int (1) (¢), sugar is only manufactured in this division at Yerravaripallam,

With mﬂ?ﬁ i:tlgmzk(; %)y cggtain Labbhays who exportit to the North Arcot district.

gbe&e z :go!:fﬂ?icials could probably say whether it holds its own with foreign rivals, but there
or

%) . ation here. % :
is no Al:i(:,r:oinf- (2), there is no possibility of any falling off in the revenue on account of the

: ivation of sugarcane on wet lands. Sugarcane is grown  for the most part
decl’esﬂl? "t" :::dcgit::ﬁ,h other zrops also can be grown, and no extra assessment is demax?ded
on the el!;;'vati on on ordinary wet Jand, so that if it all ceased to be growa to-morrow, paddy or
for its c:l dl take its place and Government would not suffer. If sugarcane is grown on dry land,
tr]:gln::;imum water-rate, which is equivalent to the rate levied for two wet erops, is no doubt

levied, but such cases are very rare.

e

Starewent showing the acreage of sugarcane in the district of Cuddapah for a series

of years.
.
Extent of cultivation of sugarcane. cgl‘:}:i- Total
tion for cultivation
L Madana g the Sab- | in the
1 Vayalpad. Kadiri. Réyachéti. | division distriot.
. e taluks.
)
1888-89 ,. o e & iyl 2,944 1,145 % “'
e e 3,045 1,309 598 Not o
1890-91 .. ve ¥ v »e 3,174 3,318 Not avail- avail- e
able. able.
1891-92 .. . .. e bk 2,356 781 186
1892-93 ., . . * o 1,785 781 252 117
1893-94 . . N e 2,045 596 333 72 ¥ .e
1894-95 ,, 3 i b & 3,244 736 347 66 4,393 4,453
1895-96 +, . oh W 5 117 814 304 65 3,290 3,328
1896-97 ., e &k i s 1,773 736 180 63 2,762 2,947
1807-98 .. o LF o i 1,399 783 167 42 2,381 2,637
1898-99 3 va 171 . ? . -u
Total ., 23,882 10,949 2,628 415 y -
Average .. 2,382 1,095 251 69 ve

Resolution—Mis. No. 1686, dated 28th March 1899,

Submitted for the information of Government, in continuation <;f Board’s
Proceedings, No. 77, dated 13th March 1899.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenune Department,
with copies of enclosures.

Orpsr—No. 262, Revenue, dated 22nd April 1899.

Ordered that the Board’s report
be forwarded to the Government of

Sep. Revenue No. 45.

» » India in continuation of Endorsement

No. 962A, dated Sth March 1899,

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. 8. FORBES,
Secretary to Government.

{ rd of Revenue (Revenue Seltlemfant,
- e e Land Records and Agriculture),
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