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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENTUE DEPARTMENT.

RgAD—again G.0., No. 206, Revenue, dated 21st May 1896,

ApsTrACT.—Approving the suggestions of the Board of Revenue for the simplification of
returns of agricultural statistics.

S

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 3943, Revenue, dated 20th July 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from DENZIL IBBETSON, Esq., c.8.1., Secretary to the
Government of India, ( Department of Revenue and Agriculture—Statistics)
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Simla, the 13th

July 1897, No. 1825—1-2:—

1 am directed to communicrte the following remarks in reply to your letter
No. 207, dated 2Lst May 1896, with which you forwarded to the Director-General
of Statistics, for the orders of the Government of India, a copy of the Proceedings of
the Board of Revenue containing suggestions regarding the preparation and submission
of the returns of agricultural statisties. ‘ ‘ :

9. The Government of India recognise the fact that the work imposed upon the
village (as upon all other Government) establishments is increasing, and fully sym-
pathise with the desire of the Madras Government to reduce it by diswntinuiﬁg any

ortion that can properly be held to be unnecessary. They understand, however, that
all the particulars from which the tables of agricultural statistics are compiled are
and will continue to be, recorded every year in Madras for each survey unit ; and that,

_the labour to which exception is taken is that of extracting the figures in the farm
of totals for embodiment in the tables. The letter under reply mentions the necessity
of posting the details for each separate field. It is perhaps possible that some slight
modification of the register in which the details are recorded might remove this neces-
sity. In Northern India the totals are ordinarily extracted emd(D posted for each page
or double page only of the register. °

3, The general case as rqgards the tables of agricultural statistics is as follows.
They are prepared and submitted to Parliament under the general orders of the

Secretary of State for India ; and some of them have been framed or altered so as tQ¥__

comply with his special requisitions. Their form has been several times econsidered
by experts from all the provinces in conference, with a view to reduce the labour of
complla:tlon to the lowest point compatible with the object in view. It is not yet ten
years since they were thus reconsidered. Their value mainly depends upon their
b'emg uniform for all provinces; and other provinces have not suceested any altera-
_ tions; thqugh gll doubtless feel the burden of preparing them. Atctbhe same time, one
of the main objects which the Government of India, acting upon the recommendaacions
of the Famine Commission, endorsed by the Secretary of State, have steadily kept in
view in developing and improving the village agency, has been to obtain accurate and
complete agricultural statisties regarding the land. ~These statistics serve a double
purpose. They are not only important as informing Government year by year of the
sondition of the estates from which it draws its land revenue, and as enabling it to

gauge the agricultural progress of cach tract and village, to decide in what respects
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its agricultural standard is most deficient, and to detzct at once signs of deterioration
which may call for relief, but they are also of special value as affording a sound basis
for the assessment of the land revenue demand, thus doing away with the necessity for
that minute inquisition by a foreign establishment which has been one of the chief evils
attendant upon settlement operations. The totals for villages are therefore absolutely
necessary ; and their extraction is the main part of the labour. Their compilation
into totals for distriets and provinces is a comparatively small matter. It must be
remembered also that the tables are imperial and not merely provincial; and that the
omission of details which may be of miuor importance in a particular province will
destroy the completeness of statistics which may be of the greatest importance for India
takeu as a whole. Finally, any change in periodical returns is to be avoided unless
there are very strong reasons in its favour as it destroys the continuity of the statis-

tical record and renders comparison impossible. A change which affected one

province only would be still more objectionable, as the figures must then be either
incomplete or heterogeneous.

4. T am now to examine in detail the proposals made in your letter under reply.
The references are in all cases to the tables as published for 1893-94 which was the
latest issue in the hands of the Madras Government when the letter under reply was
written.
Form A-3.—Dctail of area under various Crops.
Form A-2.—Fallow ; cropped area; arcas irrigated from various sources;
irrigated areas under classes of crops.

It scems to the Government of India that this information is almost useless unless
it is obtained annually. The figures fuctuate so widcly {rum year to year in sympathy
with the nature of the season that it would be most unsafe to take every tenth, or
even every fifth year as typical. The inlormation is of the first importance for
assessment purposes, and, tho Government of India would have thought, for geueral
administrative purposes also; and it is necessary that it should be complete. They
do not think the list of erops can be reduced with advantage ; it was indced amplified

some years ago at the request of the Secretary of State. 1t seems to them important .

to distinguish between irrigation from canals, wells and tanks, respectively ; and here
again, dotails of irrigation were specially called for by the Secretary of State. The
dotail of irrigated erops given under head T of Table A-2 is perhaps not so essential,
while the labour of extracting it must be considerable. But separate details of the

cropping of irrigated and unirrigated land, respectively, are of the greatest velue in

fixing assessinent rates and they would retain the information, which is otherwise

interesting and useful. It will be for the Government of Madras to decide whether
they will simplify or abandon the still more elakorate provineial form of Table A-3,
and the distinction between raiyatwari and inam land to which the jeint note
gorwarded with your letter refers. . The Government of Tudia require neither,

5 Table A-1—Total areas by professional and village surveys.—The item to
which the strongest objection is taken is that headed ¢ area in village papers.” ' It is,
however, or should be, simply the total of heads 1 to 5 of Table A-2; so that if these
are retained, this total is ready to hand. For the object of the entry I.am to refer
~you to page 2 of the explanatory memorandum prefized to the returns of agricultural

" statisties for 1893-94. I am to remark that it, as would appear from the joint note,
" the Madras Presideney has been completely surveyed,” it is mot evident why the

~ figures of heads 4 and 3 are not identical, as they are in ‘Bombay and Sindh.

6. Under the other heads of Table A-1, the fluctuations are ineonsiderable, except
where, 28 in Bengal or Burma, survey operations are in progress on a large scale.
The Government of India propose therefore to transfer head 4 to Table A-2, giving

. it either as the first entry under the heading *area for which village returns are

available,” or merely making it the total of heads 1 to 5 ; probably the former. This
having been done, they think that Table A-1 (which would then consist of the first
three heads, and deal with professional survey only) might be made quinquennial ;
subject to the proviso that whenever survey operations on & considerable seale are in
progress, whether in British territory or in feudatory states, in traets which. have
not_before been surveyed, or not for mapy years, the alterations in area which the
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results of the operations may render necessary should be 11 P
foures. - It is for the Local Government t amaay embodied i the
mga%:rial relief. ) ernment to say whether. this change would give any

7. Table A-4—Live-stock.—The Government i ; .
said about this table in the joint mote. They are Oifncll?ritg z)grﬁfal?lt% much that -is
It is true that 1t 18 of advantage to know the effect of a year of de 1 %umquenm'al.
upon the live-stock, Dut -they doubt whether the figures have at _l;oug tt . faxmp °
to agcuracy ; and they believe that a quinquenuial ceusus would bp o much claim
accdrate than an annual one, as it would become a special operati ° more ely to be
of the yearly routine. In some provinees the live-stock are COuD?GHdII;Stead of o part
of the preseut return, 1n one-fourth of the villages only each yea ed, for the parposes
includes partial statisties for four separate years, of which tv)s:o II; %0 that cach return
other two follow a year of drought. This must destroy in great ay tPrecede and the
of the figures, and a general quinquennial census would clearly bepgxl“ef:rlﬁ)lusefulness 22

able.

8. Table O—Incidence of land revenue on area and ; y
of India think that this return also may be made quinqu?:(;f;tizhtoﬁ:gh:h Government
make it decennial. * Here again, in some provinces the fioures arg ey would not
accuracy for a portion only of the villages in each year. ‘But the ﬁoascert_amed with
change so slowly that there is apparently no objection to the prooe(i5 ures in question
the figures being annually rectified for, say, one-fifth of the villa ;r.e 1n. this case,
ever to the proviso that in any year in which a new assessment hags be ubject how
in'a local area, the figures for the whole of that area must be brought u%elgoaéliomced
e.

9. Tuble D—Tenures held from: Government.—The Gove Ry
that E}lis table mi%h;c1 é)e treated in the same manner as Tagﬁ;mé?twohfenl ns(iltil thml:,
overations are coneluded in an Jocal the fi : emen
_tg Tt clu any local area, e figures for that area being brought up

10. If, as suggested‘ above, Tables A-1 and A-4, C and D arem de aui
the years for their separate pre aration might be fi ’d made quinquennial
years of Indian census :— prep ° xed as follows with reference to the

Tglz)le (])) i e e e el 1892, 1897, &e.
] DO: o e oot “es v e . 1893, 1898, &e.
. DO A-l e “os .-.' s Iy [T 1894‘, 1899, &c.
. . (YY) s e [1T) sse seq 1895, . 1900’ &G.

. All these tables should h(;wc;vér be repeate(i each year 1
. . n th . .
_ tion report, with a note to show the year in which the }f:lgurels Wefe%:{?r:oluﬁ?;?mtm'

- 11. As regards the change of date by which .
Government of India, there is'no objection yto the d:t}el)efg:t%;ﬁeml‘g b(ililg to}feach the
1st February as proposed in paragraph 7 of the Board’s Resolution. B % . tgfged ko
will leave not -more than sufficient time for the subsequent éxam.inat'u o d o dat.e
.lation of the figures, I am to ask that the strictest punctuality may be 1%n o dcompl-
Govermpent of India are not certain whether the Madras Go ot T The
change in the date for the despatch of the other tables. - vernment desire any

+12. I am to eay that other Local Governments and Admini
e ] oA I nd Administrations will now be’
/I consulted regarding the changes suggested in paragraphs 6 to 10 of this letter, (‘:tvnvd %

[[ am to request that the Government of India may be favoured with the opinion of the N W

Madras Government upon them. .

Ordlef‘-fMiS- No. 3943, Revenue, dated 29th July 1897,
Referred to the Board of Revenue for early remarks.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) - G. STOKES,

' Secretary to Gove
To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, J rnment,

Land Records and Agriculture),
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REap—also the following Proceedings of the Doard of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), Mis. No. 9612, dated 30th N ovember 1897 :—

Reud—Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, Mis. No. 3943,
dated 29th July 1897.

Resolution—Mis. No. 9612, dated 30th November 1897.

The Doard begs to submit the following reply to G.0., Mis. No. ‘3943, dated

29th July 1897.

9. The Government of India is willing to make tables A,, C and D, as well -as
table A, with the exception of item 4, quinquennial. The Board considers that this
7y, may be accepted. 1t is to be observed, however, that table D is already a quinquen-
nial return in this Presidency—uvide paragraph 6 of letter from the Government of
India, communicated with G.0., Mis. No. 4591, dated 26th August1891. Asregards
table A,, the Government of India, in paragraphs 9 and © of its letter, observes that
item 4, ¢ corresponding area by village papers » is or should be simply the total of
heads 1 to 5 of table A, It therefore proposes to transfer theitem to the latter table
and enquires whether, with this change, the submission of table A, quinquennially
would give any material relief. The Board begs to state that though, as observed by
the Government of India, item 4 of table A, should agree with the total of heads 1 to
5 of table A,, it is not obtained by merely totalling up those heads but by independent
postings in the village and taluk accounts and this course is followed in order to secure
a check of the totals obtained under those heads. The change proposed by the
Government of India will not therefore afford material relief. It may be noted in
¢his connection that instructions have recently been received from the Director-General
of Statistics that totals of heads | to & should be entered in table Ag—euide G.0.,
No. 1159, dated 27th February 1897. R

3. With reference to the concluding sentence of paragraph 5 of the Government
of India letter, the Board begs to state that the main cause of the difference between
the figures entered against items 3 and 4 of table A, is as explained in the memoran-
dum referred to by the Government of India, that the area by professional survey,
which is furnished by the Superintendent of Survey, represents the area by i{raverse
survey, while the area by village papers represents the added total of field areas.

‘he Superintendent has, however, bpen requested to send a revised statement substi-
tuting the total of field areas wherever available, for traverse area. ‘When this is
received, the revised figures will be entered in the statistical table A,, and then it is
hoped that the differences between items 3 aund 4 of the table will be minimised.”
They cannot entirely disappear, because whole inam villages in the Presidency are,
with a few exceptions, unsurveyed. . f ,

4. The Board regrets that the Government of India is unable to sanction the
-submission of tables Agand Ag quinquennially. The Government of India remarks
in paragraph 2 of its letter, that the necessity of posting the details for each field,
required for these tables, may possibly be obviated by some modification of the village
registers, and that in Northern India, the totals are ordinarily extracted and posted
for each page or double page only of the register. The Board begs to state that, even
in this Presidency, totals are made for each page of the Adangal (village account
No. 2)—vide form of posting statement given at page 17 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 131,
dated 10th March 1894 ; but, that in making out the totals for each page, separate

ostings have to be made, in detail of fields, for each different crop and item of infor-
mation specified in the tables. With so many different items; it appears impracticable
to provide a separate column for each in the village accounts s0 a3 to facilitate total-
ling ; but the point will be considered in connection with the revision of the ¢ Village
Manual.” _

5. Referring to the latter part of paragraph 4 of the Government of India letter,
the Board begs to state that Government has already sanctioned the discontinuanece of
the ,Provincial return G—uide paragraph 7 of G.0., No. 516, Revenue, dated 8th

QOctober 1806.
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6. In paragraph 8 of its letter, the Government of India, while suggesting that
table C may be made quinquennial observes that in some provinces the figures are’
ascertained with accuracy for a portion only of the villagesin each year and that
there is no objection to this procedure, the figures being annually rectified for, say,
one-fifth of the villages. This plan would save no labour in this Presidency, as the main
portion of the table, ¢.e., from column 4 onwards, is filled in from statements pgescribed
and prepared annually for the Jamabandi report, and from the census tables, .~

7. In paragraph 11 of the letter, the Government of India states that table E
may be submitted by st February as proposed by the Board and adds that it is not
* cortain whether the Government of Madras desires any change in the date for the
despatch of the other tables. As stated in paragraphs 2 and 3 of the joint note
submitted with Board’s Proceedings, No. 20, dated 4th February 1896, the returns of
agricultural statistics and the statements connected with the annual settlement of land
revenue have to be prepared from the same sources ; but, while the latter are due in
the Board’s office only on the lst October wnd to Government on the 1st March, the
former have to be submitted to the Director-General of Statistics by the 1st November
and are therefore due to the Board by the middle of August. This hardly leaves
sufficient time in the districts, for the correct preparation of these returns, as they
relate to the year ending 30th June; and the result is that numerous discrepancics
are noticed and frequent references to Collectors are necessitated. The Board would
therefore suggest that the date fixed for the submission of the returns of agricultural
statistics be changed from 1st November to lst February. “

There is, hQW'evex_', one difficulty in making this change, and that is, thatall these
returns are published in the General Administration Report of the Presidency and are
therefore required to be submitted to Government in the Public Department by the
1st November. This difficulty can be overcome, if, for the purposes of the Presidency
Administration Report, the figures of the preceding year (fasli), or quinquennium as
the case may be are considered sufficient. In the case of the administration of land
revenue, of 'Wblch a summary appears in Part I of the Presideney Admipistratiomn
Report, the information given in the report relates to the preceding fasli year.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
. -
Orper—No. 254, Revenue, dated 5th May 1898,
Miscellancous. _The Government sees no objection
to fhe proposal of the*Government of

. ) X India to make tables A, (with the excep-
tion of item 4) A,, C and D quinquennial. As regards item 4 of tal;lé A1 , the Gover%l-

ment considers that it would best appear as the total of items 1 to 5 of table A, In .

the case of table C, it will be pointed out to the Government of India that no relicf
will be given by making table C quinquennial and, at the same time, requiring tbat
the figures for one-fifth of the villages should be annually rectified ; axi g the case of
table D, it will be pointed out that this return is already qUinq“e’nnial e Cresi-
dency and that no annual revision of the figures for any portion of the villages is
required. , S

9. The decision of the Government of India t9 retain tables A, and A; as
annual returns will be aecepted, it being understood that item 7 of table A, giving
the details of the crops irrigated is to be omitted. The Government notes that the
Board will eorsider the question of revising the form of the Adangal (village state-
ment No. 2) so as to facilitate the extraction of the particulars reqxfired by tables A,
and A, ; an additional column or two for the separate exhibition of the more important
items would prebably not add materially to the present length of the account.
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" of the several tables seem suitable.

4. 'As to the date by which these retm:ns should be forwarded to the Director- .

_ 3. The years proposed by the Govemmgnt of India. for the separate preparation

General of Statistics, the Goveljnmen‘t agrees with the Board that the 1st of February

would be suitable.

5. The Government of India will be informed of the views of His Eicellenoy in
Couneil and the following letter will accordingly be addressed to that Government. '

(True Extract.)

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlemeint).‘

Exd. A. ¥, Eccleston

<

50 Copies.

' (Signed)  G.S. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government, -
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REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

Lrom
The Government of Fort 8t. George.

Enclosures

Regd. Spare copies

s |
Letter, No. 255, 5th May 1898.

MAY'. ’

AppressiNe the Government of India on the subject of the simplification of retarns of

agricultural gtatistios.
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f 5. Tables C and D.—This Government concurs in the proposals of the Government
of India that tables C and D should be made quinguennial subject to the proviso that
in any year inwhich a new assessment has been announced in any local area, the figures
for the whole of that area must be brought up to date. 1 am fo point out, however,
that so far as this Presidency is concerned, table D is already quinquennial under the
' orders conveyed in Sir E. C. Buck’s letter, No. 1483-20, dated 20th July 1891.
, 6. With reference to the proposal contained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of your letter
: B v —— that in these two returns the figures relating to a portion—say one-fifth—of the villages
“ , 4R EVENUE DEFPAR TMEN T. should be rectified each year, I am to eiplain that such a procedure in the case of
b ' table C would not save any labour in this Presidency as the main portion of the table,
. i.¢., from column 4 onwards is filled in from statement prescribed and prepared annually
From (” o Vyxfor the annual settlement or Jamabandi report and from the census tables; while in the
i . b kl - 03 /case of table D, it would entail additional work as this rectification is mot at present
1 Tuz Howsrz Mr. G. S. FORBES, 1.C.3,, . (’ required. :
¥ Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,, ) 7. His Excellency in Council considers the years proposed in paragraph 10 of
¢ ' \ ~ the letter under reference for the separate preparation of the several tables to be
: To o . suitable
ii :
Tug SECRETARY 7o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA, 8. As to the date on which the returns are due to the Director-General of
" REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. Statisties, T am to point out that the difficulties experienced in preparing and check-
‘ i ' ing the figures by the 1st November, the date at present fixed, are .comixﬁon t({ all she
? Dated : statements. Iam therefore, to request that the Government of India W be pleased to. ¢
, Sz, ated Oolacamund, 5th May 1898, alter this date in r’espect of z;lllthe returns to. the 1st February. !
: I am directed to reply to your Tetter, No. 1825-1-2, dated 13th July 1897, on the. ] : I have the honour to be,
; ) : : su]i)gectloft sti_mg.)lifyin(% the returns of agri- . | ) ‘ Sir,
. cultural statisties and to state the views of ' ' - ' : .
= Miscellaneous. l His Excellency the Governor in Council ‘ | ‘Your most obgd;gnt s‘er'\‘rantZ N
4 { K . . on the changes referred to.in paragraphs 5 (. (Signed) G. S. FORBES,
| to 10 of the letter. { : Ag. Secretary to Government
- 9. Table A,.—The Government of India propose to transfer-head 4 of the table- N & y )
| to table A, and with this alteration to make the table quinquennial, subject to the
; % roviso, that, whenever survey operations on a considerable scale are in progress

g whether in British territory or in Feudatory States in tracts which have not before

' ? been surveyed or not surveyed for many years, the alterations in area which the

- results of the operations may render necessary should annually be embodied in the table.

= His Excellency the Governor in Council accepts the proposal. With regard to the

alternative proposed as to head 4 of table A;, 1 am to urge the desirability of making

this head the total of items 1 to b of table A, instead of giving it as the first entry ¢

3 , in the latter table under the heading ¢ area for which village returns are available 7. I

f : For, although as remarked by the Government of India, item 4 of A, should be merely

- the total of heads1 to 5 of table A,, it is obtained in this Presidency not by simply

i totalling up those heads but by tabulation by villages and independent postings from

Lo the village and taluk accounts. The ehange suggested by the Government of India in

table A, will not, therefore, afford any relief unless head 4 of the table consists simply '

of the total of items 1 to 5 of table A, / \ R
RS

3. In paragraph © of your letter, you enquire why, if as it would appear, the

Madras Presidency has been completely surveyed, the figures under head 3 and under ‘
head 4 of table A, are not identical. Iamto explain that the apparent discrepancy
arises mainly from. the fact that the figures under head 3 represent the areas by
traverse survey while those under head 4 exhibit the added totals of field areas; : . ,

: moreover the whole inam, villages in this Presidency being with few exceptions unsur- ' : ]
veyed, their area is not included in item 3. _ ‘

4. Tables Ay As A,—His Excellency in Council accepts the decision of the Exd. A, . Eocleston. -

Government of India that statements A, and A, should continue to be annual and that N
table A, should be made- quinquennial. It is understood that head 7 of statement A, [

will be omitted.

1t

50 Copies.‘
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XOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Nos. 954-255, REVENUE, DATED
b ‘ 5r MAY 1898. .

emp——

(:""\-"” | ' [SUBJEQT.—Simpl:ﬁcation of Agricultural Statistics.]
L]
. From the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agricultury,
’ - Mis. No. 9612, dated 30tk November 1897

To Secretary—

f These papers relate to the question of simplifying the returns of agricultural

statisties which are now forwarded to the Director-General of Statistics. The returns

© are four in number, viz., A, G, D, E. Statement A 18 Jivided into four parts lettered

': A, A, A, and A, (Stateraent B 18 00 longer sent being discontinued under the
order contained in the Government of

G.0., No. 198, dated 15th May 1896, India Circular, No. 7.8.-G., dated 16th
' April 1896.)
9. In February 1896, the Board of Revenue gorwarded to the Government with
\ certain modifications a joint memorandum
@.0., No. 206, dated 21st May 1896. “prepared by Messrs. Wynch, Rajaratoa

A Mudaliar and Benson containing sugges-

%, tions for reducing the work of the village and taluk establishments by dispensing with

the annual compilation of some of these statistics. These proposals were forwarded

with the recommendation of the Government to the Director-General of Statistics for
submission to the Government of India. .

3. The reply of the Government of India to the proposals is contained in its’

Jotter, dated the 13th July 1897, and the

»}[ ' G.0., Mis. No. 8943, dated 29th July 1897. remarks of the Board of Revenue thereon
‘ : in the current. .
\ Fach statement will be discussed separately.

lg Tuble A.—Total acreage showing the total area by professional survey and the
‘ variation of this area from the area arrived

Form given on page 4 of Government of India A fter deduet
(k Resolution in G.O., Mis. No. 4591, dated 26th i;(fr(::.le::eoz ﬂfljugfafgg r:t:tesr anduotll?e%‘
™7 .
14
3

August 1891.
A areas for which 1o returns are available.

The joint memorandum suggested that, as the figures in this statement are

Rt BN s > "
Qﬁ-\v\_ practically almost unnecessary, it would
Y160, No. 206, dated 21st May 1896. cuffice that if the return be made decen-

y it ‘ nial and for the yearsin which the census

is taken. Entry No. 4—area by village . papers »__was particularly objected to as
being unnecessary i this ?residency. 1t was stated that the preparation of this entry
entailed tabulation by villages and that small differences which resulted involved
! numerous references for explanation. The item appeared, the writers of the memo-

B id. to have been added with special reference to provinces which had been

A le curveved. With reference




2

area by professtonal survey—and remarked that if the Madras Presidency kad been
completely surveyed, it was not evident why the figures of heads 4 and 3 were not

identical. The Government of -Indi
* Paragraph 6 of Government of India letter e
in G.0., Mis. No. 3943, dated 20ch July would *propose, however, to transfer

o head 4 to table A,+ giving it either as the
first entry under the heading—area for

. .pag o b which village returns are available—or
India Resolution in G.O., Mis. No. 4591, merely making the total of heads 1 to 5

dated 26th August 1891. probably the-f T
od ) y the-former. This having
done, it is proposed that fable A, which would then consist of the ﬁlrl:t :1‘:11'23 hgg,?l[;
¢at present in it) and deal with professional survey only should be made quinquennial
subject to the proviso that, whenever survey operations on a considerable scale are ir:
progress whether in British territory or in feudatory states in tracts which have not
before been §urveyed or not for many years, the alterations in area which' the results
of the operations may render necessary should annually be embodied in the figures
The Local Government was asked to say whether this change would give any material
relief. 'With reference to this, the Board
| atates thattthfough, as observed by the
: overnment of India, head 4
should agree with the total of heads 1 to 5 of table A,, it is not ol,atafx?ed bo}f tt:tzll?if;
up those heads, but by independent pestings from the village and taluk accounts and
this course is followed in order to secure a check of the totals obtained under those
heads. $he change propesed by the Government of India will not therefore, the
. . Board remarks, afford terial reliet

IIan-Q-, Mis. No. 1159, dated 27th February The Board alsc’) points (fﬁ% e;lllzlt fle;:ieetl:

7894. ‘ recent. ir}structions 1 the totals of heads

, 1 to 6 in table A, are in future to be

totalled. The reason why the figures of heads 4 and 3 of table A, are not identical
is that the area by professional survey
v;héch is furnished by the Superintendent
. . , o J of Survey represents the area by ¢rae
survey, while the area by vxll.age papers. represents the added total of field arg:zsm-t';‘qf;
Board states, that the Superintendent has been requested to send a revised sta.tement
substituting the total of field areas wherever available for the traverse area. When
this is received, the revised figures will, the Board says, be entered in the statistical
table A, a.nd: t}len the Board hopes that differences between items 3 and 4 of table A
will be minimised.. They cannot, - however, entirely disappear bocause whole inam
villages in this Presidency are with few exceptions unsurveyed. - :

Tt is submitted that the Government of India’s proposal to transfer head 4 of
table A, to table A, and to make table A,

i tor i G.0., No. 3943, dated 20th | o thus abbreviated quinquennial may be

July 1897, the proposal about item 4 of A1 is a:}c;epted. But it must be pointed out
an alternative and we may say that the that if, as the Government of India itself

proposal to eliminate it from A; by substitut- SAYS, head 4 should be simply the total
ing the totals of items 1 to 5 of As should of heads 1 to 5 of table A, it is not
be adopted. obvious why this head should be transfer-
, G.S.F. red to table A, as the first entry under

. . ‘ tbe heading “area for which village
relurns are available” instead of merely making it the total of heads1 to 5. This
might, it is submitted, be pointed out to the Government of India, and that Govern-
ment urged to dispense with the separate totals now furnished under this head 4 (of
A,), aceepting instead the total of heads 1 to 5 of A,.

§ Table A,—Classification of area shown in the village papers; fallow ; cropped
area ; areas irrigated from various sources ;

Form given on page 4 of the Government of trrigaled arens under classes of crops.—
India Resolutics in G.O., Mis. No. 4591, The proposal in the joint memorandum
dated 26“h August 1891, endorsed by the Board and by Government
* was that the detailed information required
- by this table should be submitted decen-
pially whilethe information required under

+ Form given on page 4 of Government of

Paragraph 2 of the current.

Paragraph 3 of the current.

Yes: in pm‘agraph 6 of the Government of

.0., No. 205, dated 21st May 1896,

3

the first five heads of the table and (in a simpler form) that -required in hea'd 6 sh'oulfd

Paragraph4 of the Government ofIndia letterin
(.0., Mis. No. 8943, dated 20th Jaly 1897.

be submitted annually in a simple form.
The Government of India point out that
the information required by the table will
be almost useless unless obtained annually.

The information is of the first importahce for assessment purposes and (the Government
of India would have thought for) general administration purposes also. The details

of irrigation under head 6 was specially ¢

alled for by the Secretary of State. The

Government of India admit that the details of irljigatfed erop given pnder head 7 is
perhaps not so essential while the labour of extracting it must be considerable. It is

submitted that the decision of the Gov-
ernment of India may be accepted, it being
understood that head 7 is to be abolished.

Tuble A,—Acreage of erops.—The
proposal of this Government was to
submit this statement decennially. The
joint memorandum * pointed out that a
still more elaborate form (statement G)
was prepared under the orders of this
the Government of India considers that
table A, contains information interesting
and useful and which is of the greatest
value in fixing assessment rates. The
Government of India states that it will

d A, the joint memorandum eomplained

the Government of India remark that it
was perhaps possible that some slight
modification of the register in which the
details are recorded might remove this

posted for. each page or_double page only
of the register. The Board points out
that even in this Presidency totals are

e revision of the ¢ Village Manual.”” Itis
submitted that this decision of the Board

G.S.F.
0

Form given on page 4 of Government of India

Resolution in G.0., Mis. No. 4591, dated

26th Angast 1891,

*In G.0., No. 206, dated 21st May 1896.
Government. As in the case of table A,
Paragraph 4 of the Government of India letter

in G.0., Mis. No. 3943, dated 29th July
© 1897, . ‘
be for this Government to decide whether they will simplify or abandon the still more
elaborate provincial form referred to in the joint memorandum. This form (state-
ment ) has, however, already been abolished (paragraph 7 of G.0., No. 516,
Revenue, dated 8th October 1596).

With regard to both statements A, an

that their preparation entailed the posting of entries per field. With reference to this
Paragraph 2 of Government of India letter in

G.V., Mis. No. 3943, dated 29th July 1897."
necessity and stated that in Northern India the totals are ordinarily extracted and

Paragraph 4 of the current.
made for each page of the adangal (village account No. 2), but that in making out the
totals for gach page, separate postings have to be made 7z detail of fields for each different
crop and item of information specified in the tables.” With so many different items,
remarks .the Board, it appears impracticable to provide a separate column for each
in the village account so as to facilitate totalling. The Ioard states the point will,
however, be considered in cennection with th
¥ . G.S.F.

vl{:

Lhe list was émpliﬁed undel.- the Secretary of
State’s orders, so that it is not likely to be

materially modified. ‘
) G.S.F.

may be approved. Possibly an additional
column or two for the separate exhibition
of the more important items would not
add materially to the length of the-
adangal and would yet greatly facilitate

the work of picking out and totalling up the various items - for the purpose of the

tables A, and Ag.

t Table A—Livestock.—The joint memorandum pointed out that the preparation

+ Form given on page 4 of the Government of
India Resolution i G.0., Mis. No. 4591,
dated 2uth August 1891.

It was suggested that if the table weie

and compilation of this return annually
involves an enormous amount of labour
without -any compensating advantage,
while the resultsare far from satisfactory.
made a decennial one arrangements for

r



checking the census could be specially made as is done in the census population.
The Government of India approve of this
suggestion, but would make it quinquen -
nial. The Government may welcome the

a.5.F.

® Paragraph 7 of Government of India Reso-

lution in G.O., No. 198, dated 15th Ma
1896. '

4

approval.

Table B—Return of wholesale prices—
has since _been * abolished, another form
for supplying the information having been

sanctioned.

t Table C—Incidence of Land Revenue on ares and population.—The joint memo-

t For revised form please see enclosure to
Government of India letter in G.0., Mis.
No. 4097, dated 11th November 1893.

prepared from the jamabandi returns and could be furnish

Paragraph 8 of Government of India letter in
- G.0., Mis. No. 3943, dated 29th July 1397.

year in which a new assessment has been

Paragraph 6 of the current.

each year would save no labour in this Presidency as the main

Or agree to its being quinquennial without
requiring 4 of the villagesto be revised
annually.

G.S.F.

the Government of India and the advisability of making the ret

pressed on them.

1 For form please see page 7 of Government
of India Circular in G.0., Mis. No. 4591,
dated 26th August 1891.

§ Government of India letter, No, 1483—20,
dated 20th July 1891, paragraph 5 (in G.O.,
Mis. No. 4591, dated 26th August 1891).

(a)

Paragraph 9 of the Government of India letter
in G.0., Mis. No. 3943, dated 29th July
1897.

(a) This may be accepted, but we may object
the revision of one-fifth of the villages,

G.S.F.
Paragraph 10 of the Government of Indis

letter in G.O., Mis. No. 8943, dated 29t4
July 1897.

D may be accepted. They are as follows :

Table C

G.S-F- ” D ess Yy ave
I A4 see s s

2 Al XY} see “ee

The Government of India remarked that these tableg shou

G.S.F.

randum suggested that thig statement
should be prepared decennially in the
census year. It stated, however, that
much of the information could easily be
ed annually if required.
The Government of India wguld agreeego
make this return quinquennial, the %gures
being annually rectified for, say, 1 of the
villages, but add a Pproviso th:;txin any
announced in any local area the figures for
the whole of that area must be brought
up to date. The Board points out that
the plan of rectifying 1 ‘of the villages
I ortion
that is, from column éiponvvardos:E it;h?iljlzzglf;
from statements preseribed and prepared
annually for the jamaband; reports. Itis
submitted that thijg may be pointed out to

urn decennial again

1 Table D—Tenypes keld from Govern-
ment.—It was Suggested that this report
should be made decennial, it being at
present = quinquennial § The Govern-
n;lgnt of India stated that they think that
this table may be treateq in the same
manner as table C, whep settlement opera-
tions are concluded ip any local area
the figures for that area being brought up
to-date. It is submitteq that it I%ay be
I;gu:t:g outt to the Government of India

ab the return is already a quinquennial
one a.nd that' @heir new pi'opozal rgquiring
interim revision whenever there is a
settlemen.t 1nvolves an addition of labour

Subject to the i
submitted that the yeayg proposed by the
Governrpent of India for the separate
preparation of tables A, and A, C and

——

e« 1892—97 &o.

1893—y8
e .. 1894—gg) 7
e e e 1895—1900, %o,

(X1 oee
> »

! 1d, however, be repeated
each Year in the General Ad’ministIx)‘ation
report with anote to show the figures
which were last collected.

above remarks it is ,

v | S —— N T T e e g

5

As to the date on which the returns should reach the Government of India, the
joint memorandum suggested that the date at present fixed, that is, 1st November,
18 far too early, and suggested that time sholl\xfld bhe al'-I[?};avegr till 1st ];;‘ebé'ufr?ir.or ti:t

. arch. o Government of India state
Pail:%ragh lﬂlﬁzf tl}ifoe%‘geiélmgﬂ:é Igg&l?ﬁ; that they have no objection to the date of
1897, ~ ’ tabée E (transfers) b?in_g changed }tlo7lsté
February as proposed in paragra 0
* 6.0, No. 206, dated 21st May 1896. Board’s }l”rocelédiggs, * No. 20,gdafed 4th
February 1896. The Government of India are not certain whether the Govern-
ment of Madras desire any change in
Paragraph 7 of the current. the despatch of other tables. The
Board points out that the difficulty is
the same in the case of all the returns and suggest that the date fixed for the
submission of the returns of the agricultural statistics, de., presumably A, A,
Ag; A, C, D, E, be changed from 1st Nov.ember' to 1st February. The Board
points out that there is one difficulty in making this change, and that is that all
these returns are published in the General Administration Report for the Presidency
and are therefore required to be submitted to Government in the Public Department
by the 1st November. This difficulty ean be overcome if, for the purposes of the Presi-
dency Administration Report, the figures of the preceding year, fash, or quinquennium,
as the case may be, are considered sufficient. In the case of the administration of
land revenue, of which a summary appears in part I of the Presidency Administration

Report, the information given in the report relates to the preceding fasli-year. It is
submitted that the Board’s recommend-

G.S.F. ation to change the dates to the 1st Febru-

: . ary may be accepted and urged on the
Government of India. The early date, 1st November, at present prescribed for their
submission, leads to the wholesale fudging of these returns and general negleet ‘of all

_ other work in taluk offices from July to October in each year.

N. E. MaARJORIBANES,

9-3-98.
To Ilonourable Member—
Tleasc see marginal notes. :
' G. S. ForzEs.
21-3-98.
T agree with these coneclusions.
J. G[RosE].
31-3-98..

To Under Secretary— |
Please see draft erder and letter submitted.

S.M.
18-4-98.
To Secrelary—
N.E.M.
21-4-98.
Issue.
' GA.F.
21-4-98.
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