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G.0., No. 235, 8th April 1899,

APRIL,

Creation of a Special Fund

Ordering tha_t the Government of India be addressed for sanction being obtained to the
= by the deduction of a fixed allotment of Rs. 25,000 per annum from the land revenue

collections or beriz of certain villages in the Trichinopoly distriet for the conservancy of the
irrigation channels which supply them,



- 1895.
Paragraph 12 of B. P, dated 2nd May 1895,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. 4

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Re
Records and Agriculture), No. 280, da,tedv‘fj?tl;:eA(l?ge]:s‘:1 lllggssef,geiment, Lishiy

Read—the following letter from M.R.Ry. M. ADINARA
Bahadur, Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Settlon?eﬁéN %{}E Ago Gérn, Rg,o
charge of Party No. 111, to the Secretary to the Uomr’nissiol{er .f I,{now =
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and X nevenune
dated, Cocanada, 10th July 1896, No. 228-B. :— nd Agriculture,

AT

I have the honour to submit the re-’

Paragraph 8 of G.0., No. 200, dated 1st April port called for in the papers marginall
5 l_lot_ed .in connection with the ;;igul::&ry
%“‘!‘o’at}‘m-ce;s levied under some of th)t;
irrigation chanuels in th e
Dis%rict. PRudl %Tnehmopdy
9 In the scheme for the resettlement of the Trichino P
portion of the District which comes under the influence of I:.(l)llg igliit::fcfl,l(}nly ok
rivers Cauvery, Coleroon, Amardvati and Nandiyar was proposed to be !;'éclas ;10 ff i
resettlement of the rest of the District being left to be earried out on the :: i e
percentage enhancement of the existing rates of assessment with reference toastif of a
in prices. In discussing the increase, which might be imposed on the area roe 1'183
to be reclassified, the Board in paragraph 24 of its Proceedings, dated the 4thplarllmse
1895, No. 2, observed that it would be desirable that the revaluation and 1'9\"isi0uﬂr¥
assessment of the lands on which the irrigation cess is collected should proceed onnt](;
assumption that the work on which the voluntary contributions are expénded \viﬁ
hereafter be done at the cost of the State, and that the collection of voluntary contri-
butions will cease. Government, in paragraph 8 of G.0., dated the 1st April 1895
{0. 200, was of opinion that the levy of the cess should certainly be discontinued,
but urged that the question as to what portion of the work on which the cess aollees
tions have beendhltherto spent should be done by Government and what portion by
?}1: ggg: cx:eede careful consideration, and therefore called for fuller information on

3. The irrigation cess represents the commuted mone value of th i
Y- e lab
each landholder was bound by custom to contribute fy(;r the conservin%l;r :;h::;l:»
channels. Owing to dlgputgs and want of unanimity among the ryots, the enforce-
ment of Fhe labour eqntnbutlon was found to be a very difficult task. 'I"his difficulty
was Partxcularly_felt mn the case of the larger channels, owing to the obligation to
funtnsh labo&r mf their gaseil dqvolv:ing on a large number of villages, and the cess
system was therefore gradually introdueed as the best means of i '
ryot shall pay for his fair share of labour. L, eRSRFING, Fat, ARGH
4. This money payment system was first introduced tentatively fo i
1857 under Ex_tract Minutes of Consultation, No. 286, dated the chyf‘egn;g,e%5?
in connection with the Cauvery channels irrigating the lands in the Ldlgudi Divisiox;

No. 105.

of the Trichinopoly Taluk ; and the arrangement having proved satisfactory, it wase<- e

subse (
G.0s, No. 1623, dated 13th August 1861, and No 5581, dated 3 f‘quon.t]y e"tePd'
12th Oectober 1885 .. o) 5 ot £¥ i .. Trichinopoly Taluk. ed from time to time
G.0., No. 143, dated 4th Februa 1885, and B.P., No. 2594, under the orders

dated 15th April 1891, and G.O., No. 971, dated 28th Nov-

ember 1850, and No. 134, dated 16th-February 1894 .. .. Kulitalai Taluk.
G.0., No. 45, dated 18th January 1890, o« . a .. Musiri Taluk.
G.0., No. 2699, dated 15th November 1867 .. Udaiyérpalaivam Taluk.
G.0, No. 513, dated 10th June 1891 . Perambaldr Taluk.

marginally  noted
to some other more
important channels
: e, connected with

Cauvery and Coleroon in the other Taluks of the District, and also to a Sm;U rig;:
channel from the Vellar irrigating about 149 acres in a village in the Perambalir Taluk

5
7
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The extension of the cess to the Kulitalai, Musiri and Perambalir Taluks is compara-

"tively of recent date.

5. The cess system was introduced in each case with the consent of the ryots,
and the collections are made at certain prescribed rates, under the ordinary revenue
recovery procedure (Act No. 11 of 1864), on r_nuchilikas or agreements taken from the
pattadars. The conservancy of the channels is looked after by the Revenue Depart-
ment, the Tahsildars exercising supervision over the establishments maintained for
the purpose. Since the introdumction of the cess system, there has been little or no
complaint as to inadequacy of water-supply and the arrangement has worked satis-
factorily both in the interests of Government and of the ryots.

6. There are altogether fifteen main or independent river-channels in connection
with which the cess is now collected. Thirteen of these are connected with the

. *Cauvery ; and of the remaining two—one issues from the Coleroon and the other from

&=,

the Vellar—as already noted. The lands under all the above channels, excepting the

last one, have been reclassified.
7. The prineipal item of work connected with the conservancy of the channels is
 the construction and maintenance of korambus or temporary dams built up with saud,
earth, twigs, bushes and grass. When the supply in the riverﬁlfms low, these dams
are put up to divert and conduct water to the channel-heads. hen there is a large
volume of water in the river, there is no need for korambus. With each fresh in the
river, the temporary dams are swept away, and as often as the supply in the river
falls low, they have to be renewed. The korambu system is not needed and does
not obtiin in the Tanjore district. Tt is also prohibited there by the Public Works
Department as being Jetrimental to the proper training of the narrow and well-regu-
lated river courses of that District.  In Trichinopoly, owing to the greater and practi-
cally uncontrolled breadth of the Cauvery and Coleroon rivers, the available supply
escapes, when the river falls low, into devious and scaltered courses, und the con-
struction of the temporary dams is necessary to collect and lead the water to the
channel-heads.
8. This korambu work is of importance only under the Cauvery and Coleroon

chapne}g, and it must be nofed liere that the irrigation 170 these channels has been.
in consideration of its more or less abundant character, classed high in the resettle-
ment. The Cauvery channels have, for the most part, been placed in the first class
except where they are inferior and drainage sources, and the Ponneri channel which
is the chief chanuel from the (Coleroon has been placed in the second class. As regards
the Amardvati and Nandiyar channels, the lands under which also have been reclassi-
fied, there is very little or no korambu work done in connection with them. The
principal item of work in connection with them is the clearance of silt frt;m the
individual ehannels of the villages which is essentially ¢ Kudimaramat” work and is
attended to by the ryots themselves. The irrigation from both the Amardvati and
Nandiyar has been in the resettlement graded sufficiently low being placed in the
third class. § e

9. 1t must be observed here that in the reclassified tract there are some Cauver
channels not brought under the cess system, but in respect of which korambu WO!‘]'};
gimilar to that done for the channels managed under the irrigation cess system is
carried out by the ryots amongst themselves. T

10. For the purpose of the present reference, the small Vellar channel iun the
Perambaldr Taluk may be omitted from consideration. There is no korambu work
tne in connection with this channel, and the lands under it have also not been re-
olassified. Out of the cess collections under this channel amounting annually to
Rs. 93—2-0, an establishment s maintained of two coolies paid at Rs. 3 each per menysem
who simply attend to the removal of ordinary silt and petty repairs. So also th;
Amardvati and Nandiyar channels may be omitted from consideration for the reasons
stated in paragraph 8 suwra. There thus remain the Cauvery and the Coleroon
channels only, iu respect of which the question of irrigation eess requires consider-
ation. Whatever treatment is adopted as regards the Cauvery and Coleroon channels
which now pay irrigation cess, must also be extended to the other Cauvery channels
under which no cess is at present levied, but in respect of which also work similar to
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that done on those paying cess is performed b

y the ryots themsclves. There are five
such channels managed by the ryots amongst themselves. They are all of them#
connected with the Cauvery and situated in the Musiri Taluk. The names of the
channels and the areas irrigated by them are noted below :—

Taluk. River system. ‘ Name of channel. Alievs
irrigated.

r| Srivamasamudram Voikal 760.
Fr Seelapalapnthur do. % x Zgg ;’?
Musiri ., .. | Cauvery s X(usiri Nattu do. o o 1,971-72
mur do. L) = '303-88

L Konagilam dc;’. o % ggg gg ’

Total .. 4,13652

11. Detailed statements obtained from the Tahsild i aiia
the rates of cess, the expenditure for conservancy anda:tseg)olgﬁlrgeﬁe gesi ct(;llloctlons,
of the work done under the several channels managed under the e > ; hrg o
appended to this letter. The collections and expenditure shown in tﬁzz s}tStte 4
are the averages on the figures of the three years ending with Fasli 1%(‘)3(’3 81%5? eg;I o
and amount, respectively, to Rs. 20,719 and Rs. 17,960 exclusive 'Of-t}(le -94)

relating to the Vellar channel in the Perambalir Taluk. The actual, st
from Feali 1300 (1890-91) to Fasli 1304 (1894-95) are noted baloe, = 0 LVe years
Fasli. Collection, Expenditure.
’ R8. g
SAOF GRRBRI S, S L S e ey e
ABOLAIBOEON L. ae e e .. 20010 16288
e e R L e gy e
RUORLBOBBAN: .o e i e ki e e D1084) . 10,657
TO0S ISA0) U S L Ll 4801984 94 Bng

Note.—The receipts and expenditure for Fasli 1304 are high, This is due to thei iti
ix;tggg;ed (l;x ﬂ;e b;:nclh channel of g)te Na}r]lgam voikal and partly dueto the co?le;io}:leolfn;g::::rl: L4
other head is due to a larger expenditure having been incurred by the Publi ¥ e
of the Ponneri and the Musiri Nattu voikal ehang;-n\!w- et D

"{2. The rate 6f cess is not uniform for the several channels. -i., .
and other charges of the different channels vary. 8o also do the arefstfaftl)'%lﬂel}mgrgd
them. The rate of cess for each channel is so regulated as to cover itg egx e : y
leaving a small margin. Under some channels, there are more than one rate (I)J’:fa ey
There is one rate for direct irrigation, another for irrigation by lift, and a thi dcess.
for what is called surplus irrigation. The rate for irrigation by lift appears tr hone
been fixed at three-fourths of the rate for direct flow. The so-called surplius irr'o :}Ve
refers to irrigation from drainage sources, but in fact, much of the irri atiolgat }llon
classed for cess purposes is practically irrigation from main sources, with ongl a 2 t'ui
admixture at some seasons of the surplus overflowing adjacent fields. Bl by

13. A statement is subjoined showing the several rates at which _
collected and the extent falling under each rate :— ich the cess is

1 cees on the lands
The excess under t} ¢
on the construction

Trichino- g g daivér- S
Rate per acre r;%l;m Kulitalai. Musiri. pUala?il;a?l. Total. Poroentage
(1)f c::; : of area under Remarks,
s e Extent. Extent. Extent. Extent. Extent. each rate.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 T\
Bf, A P ACS. ACS. 13025. = ACS. AC;. e,
100 i 9- e 32971 The ext
012 0 1,149:04 | 2,639-24 o 3,758-28 5 i ‘t;'iint:tattem
010 0 6,00822 . .. 6,008-22 7 are act:ordinmcnt
0 9 0 364-44 714-81 .o 1,079.25 1 the Bevenueg to
08 U 6579 72527 oo 79106 1 counts and gl ag-
070 1,225°70 i % 1,225°70 9 e , stve ® not
D) . 1,958-33 87-70 4,15927 6,205°30 7 according "o F:§B
040 75842 & 5 i 75842 1 recent, reguregy, ®
0 3 0 | 2306321 23,063-21 28 U
0 2 0 | 30,3898 30,389'35 36
0.1 0 10,192-66 10,192:66 12
Total .. | 64,40864 | 1077152 | 4,49673 | 415927 | 83,83116 100

"

h:
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14. This shows that in the Trichinopoly Taluk, there is under no channel a higher

‘rate than four annas per acre, and that even this rate applies to a small area, 75842

acres. The bulk of the area paying cess in this Taluk makes a contribution at from
one anna to three annas only per acre. The rates levied in the other Taluks are
comparatively higher. But it is in the Trichinopoly Taluk that the largest portion of
the area paying cess occurs. Of the total extent of 83,831°16 acres paying cess, no
less than 64,403-64 acres or 76'8 per cent. are in the Trichinopoly Taluk, and the
contribution made by this large extent is at very light rates. This is due chiefly to
the fact that some of the main channels in this Taluk command large areas and affect
a large number of villages, and that in consequence a much smaller acreage rate is

" sufficient to maintain them in order than is required in the case of channels having

smaller ayacuts (irrigated areas) under them.

T 15. The following abstract exhibits in Taluk detail the reclassified area in compa-
rison with the area paying cess, and also the cess collections and expenditure for each

| |
Amount collec-
t Average ex- s
- o | ted on the : Balance, i.c.,
Name of the Area re- I_‘hx.t‘;“t e [}1‘?(;?;(‘“2 average of the ﬁ;déggzg 02:}_1: difference of
Taluk. classified. | 1ien cesa | 0% 00 |three last Faslis . ye columns b and Remarks.
is levied. | 2and 3. |* 5 o Lith ending with
Fasligl303 Fasli 1303. X l
1 v l 3 4 5 6 7 \ 8
ACS. ACS. ACS. BB, A R BS. A. P RE, & P

The figures in col-

Trichinopoly .. | 58,062:05 |64,403-64 |+6,341-59 | 10,280 2 0| 8954 610 | 1,834 11 2| umn 2 represent
Kulitalai .. | 12.312-5¢ | 10,771-52 |—1,541°12/( 5,937 15 9 5,098 10 7 839 6 2| the new Burvey
Muosiri .. .. | 1064399 | 4,496-73 |—6,147-26| 3,067 10 5 | 2,894 6 10 173 8 7| areas. The figures
Udaiyérpilaiyam.| 5,180°23 | 4,159:27 |—1,020°96 1,424 10 4| 1,012 3 4 412 7 0| incolumn 3 are

the Revenue arcas
according to the
Revenue accounts.

Total .. |86,195-91 | 83,831:16 |—2,367-75 20,719 6 6 | 17,959 11 7 2,759 10 11

16. In the Trichinopoly Taluk the reclassified area is less than the area which
pays cess. This is due mainly to the fact that the cess paying area includes also lands
irrigated by tanks fed by river channels. According to the scheme for the resettlement
of the District, these lands have not been reclassified, though the group valuation of
the tanks themselves has been raised wherever necessary. In the other Taluks, the
reclassified area exceeds the area which pays cess. This is due to a portion of the
reclassified area appertaining to channels and rivers not falling under the irrigation
cess system. Lands irrigated by the Amardvati and Nandiyar rivers and by some
Cauvery channels, the conservancy of whieh is managed by the ryots themselves, are

thus included.

17. The detailed statements appended to this letter and referred to in paragraph

11 above, show that the principal items of expenditure met from the cess collections
are—
(1) Pay of establishments at the head sluices and along the main channels to
regulate the supply of water into them and into the minor channels dependent on
them. These establishments are known as ¢ Korambu establishments .
» 9) The construetion and repairs of korambus under the supervision and with
the aid of the above establishments and of temporary coolies employed from time to
time.

(3) Purchase of tools, contingencies, &e. { ;

(4) Also silt clearance when necessary. This is done chiefly on the main
channels and not on the individual village distributaries. The clearance of silt from

.

the latter and the execution of the necessary repairs to them are carried out by the
ryots of the villages concerned.

18. The Korambu establishments above referred to also attend to the planting of
trees on the banks of the channels controlled by them and to the conservaney of the
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poramboke river Padugais (i.e. of the lands lyi :
the flood protection embankments), from whigllln%h}: e el miandig

&e., required for the construction of korambus.

19. The repair and construction of korambus : g
for the regulation and distribution of water, and th’et:;zagizt?flz{:lcteaorfe (:cshtabl'l;hmen.t .
objects for which the cess collections are utilized. The construction of e
and sluices are not recognized to be legitimate charges on the Ces n‘}?sor:lry 1‘;Vorks;
unspent balances have been on some occasions expended on such WOrkS “]nt , though
noted here that previous to the introduction of the cess, small ts‘b lich must be
lascars had been maintained by the Public Works Departmént o) thzscz:) Stlsofméz:' se ncif

ment to look after the conservancy of the

dated 1st October 1891. :hamflels. These ~ establishments were
B.P., No. 301, dated 18th April 1892. ransterred to the Revenue De
G.0., Revenue Department, No, 2743, dated when the cess was introduced, th
9th June 1892. .

* @.0., Public Works Department, No. 2634,

] e charges |
on their account being ordered * togl:‘

debited to the 5 o
charges originally borne by Government are now defrayed fro(sfsfh:a 1;2;19: coflg‘lelts' e
20. The necessity for the construction of korambus has already b o

and the following is a brief account of the manner in which the regilat$:n exglal.ne(!’
bution of water in connection with the large main channels and the milllloand- distri-
taries dependent on tkem is managed under the cess system. The arr; st
from the river up to the viliage channels are controlled by the Revenue anf"ﬁm?l}ts
with the aid of the korambu establishments maintained out of the cess el?l aritied
After the water has been let into the village channels, it passes under the : e(étlons.
the villagers themselves, and its further distribution between them is xen:;imt r&)l ®
castom, any disputes being referred to and settled by the Tahsildars tlbia ahe by
channel has its establishment of shuttermen, divers, coolies, &e., with a‘manic~ s
its head. Some of the more important channels have also an amin o)vagar ft
maniyaggr to superintend the conservancy arrangements. FEach main cl'xanne?rh e
head sluice. 'When the riveris full, the establishment is employed in lettin kg
the ghannel just as much water as would be enough to supply all the villagers Wig::lmto
causing any damage to the banks. Most of the village channels have masonry 1 o
from the main channel and the shutters at these sluices are also regulated a) 's %l‘ces
to the wants of each village under the superintendence of a maistry who hacwlll P
of the whole or half the length of the main channel according to its import L
the case of the smaller main channels this work is managed by the ('hﬂmr;el ance. ~ In
without a separate maistry being employed for the work.  Each shu tter’:]amxag%l‘
charge of the sluices of three or four village channels. When the supply in ta]:I 18 1n
runs low, great care is required in the proper distribution of water pI')J' }}Ie sh t(Z nve;
the village channels are generally let down at this season: the ‘;vater th g] gk
through the apertures between the shutters, or, in some cases through tha escapes
one or two of the shutters which are kept out on purpose, is sufficient f% the space of
the villagers; the rest of the shutters are chained and locked Therk - W;‘j nf o
locks are generally in charge of the Tahsildar, and in those cases wher:};ix:' ; esg
locks are not provided owing to the absence of masonry sluices, the maistr u(l): ?1‘1
maniyagar, as the case may be, shuts up the village channels by mud dams anyd 0 eng
them according to the wants of each village and in proportion to the supply availI;ble
in the main channel. The villagers can, at any time, if they are badly treated

)

represent their grievances to the Tahsildars, who attend to their complaints without .

delay. When the supply in the main channel goes so low that the water only gets
half way along its whole length, the village channels in the upper half of the maiﬁ
channel are shut up and the apertures also between the shutters are blocked up with
straw. The available supply is thus carried down to the lower end of the -
and the water distributed commeneing with the last village on the channel.

91. The korambu heads of some of the channels are situated at ¢ :
from many of the villages irrigated by them. For instance, the Uyyakgol;ae(?;ttndlc:%}fzgzti
which irrigates about 23,000 acres and has to convey water down to the il gs
situated in the eastern end of the Trichinopoly Taluk, has its korambu head far avgay

channel,

y tuke the stakes, bushes, grass,

partmenty

pe

'

—h
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in the Kulitalai Taluk. It is difficult to conceive that if the villagers were left to

¢ themselves, they would be able to manage the korambu or water regulation of this

channel satisfactorily. The difficulty may not be so serious where the main channels
are small works, irrigating single villages, or a limited number of them. = And probably
it is this which accounts for some of the Cauvery channels still continuing to be
managed by the ryots. But even among the fifteen channels managed under the cess
system, there are some small works, and the fact that the ryots concerned have found
it more advantageous to call in the aid of Government, shows that under such works
also there is always some difficulty. In clavse 3, paragraph 24 of its Proceedings,
No. 2, dated the 4th Jannary 1895 (Department of Revenue Settlement, Land Recoirds
and Agriculture), the Board observes that ¢ the collection of the cess is in itself an
admission that the work is of a nature that the ryots cannot perform without Govern-
ment assistance.” This is particularly true of the larger channels, and if in respect
of them Government undertakes to do a portion of the work, the same course must be
adopted in the case of the smaller channels also, more especially as the acreage cost
under the latter is relatively much higher.

99 Government has already, ss noted in paragraph 2 above, expressed the
opinion that the levy of the voluntary irrigation cess should be discontinued. Tt is
therefore unnecessary that I should say anything here in support of this view. T
nay, however, observe that apart from the general consideration that it is undesirable
that Government should undertake the collection of a cess depending on voluntary
assent, which, however easily realised in the past, cannot always be legally enforced,
the levy of the cess requires reconsideration from the point of view of the enhaneced
assessments imposed at the recent resettlement, and also beeause the cess proceeds are
expended on purposes, which, under the present circumstances at any rate cannot all
of them, it appears to me, be fairly held to be a proper charge on the fund. It may
be urged that the rates of cess at present paid on the bulk of the area subject to it are
very light, and that as under Board’s Proceedings, No. 380, dated 26th November
1895, a reduction was made on the classification results, the cess may be continued
and that no objection ean be taken to the purposes to which it is applied as such
expenditure has been long acquiesced in and is justified by custom. The reduction on
the classification figures, though it is a measure of relief, was, it must be noted,
effected on the general ground that the results were somewhat high and required to be
moderated. Referring to the objects on which the eess collections are expended, it
appears to me that the charge for conservancy uap to the point where the village
channels are reached should at present be borne by Government, whatever may have
been the propriety of debiting such charges to the Cess Fund under the lenient assess-
ments of the old settlement. Moreover, as has already been pointed out, much of the
work, so far as the large main channels are concerned, is of a character which the
ryots can never be expected to perform by themselves, i

93. Assuming then that the cess will be discontinned, my proposals, with refer-
ence to the question as to what portion of the work should be done by Government
and what portion by the ryots, are that Government should undertake —

(1) the construction and repair of korambus so as to maintain the requisite
supply in the main channels ;

(2) the conservancy of the main channels and the regulation and distribution
of water from them up to the point where the village individual channels
v begin ;
(3) silt clearance when necessary from the main channels.

The work which ryots should be required to do is—
(1) the clearance of silt from their own village channels ;
(2) the distribution of water among themselves after it has reached their own
village channels from main channels or from korambu heads, A village

for this purpose may be taken to be the village formed by clubbing at the
recent resurvey and so treated in the settlement accounts.
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No. 235, Revexue, 8tn Aprin 1899.

A

Endorsement,
Forwarded to the Collector of Trichinopoly for remarks.

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
17th August 1896. Secretary.

Bead—the following letter from J. K. BA

TTEN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichino-
poly, {o the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 8th

January 1897, Dis. No. 19-Rev, :—

I have the honour to report on Board’
letter from the Deputy Commissioner of R
dated 10th July 1896, submittin

2. As the Deputy Commissioner has given a full account of the origin and
history of the cess in this District, it is unnecessary for me to repeat it,
3. I thoroughly agree with the Deputy Commissioner in considering that the
cess should be abolished. Mr. Andrew also has left a note to the same effect.
Government, I consider, is bound to make water available for lands settled as wet
and assessed at full wet rates.

4. As stated by the Deputy Commissioner in paragraph 17 of his letter, the
following are the principal items of expenditure now being met from the Trrigation
Cess Fund :—-

: (1) Construction and maintenance of korambus (temporary dams thrown across
the river when it is low to divert

water into the channel )3
(2) Pay of establishment at the head of and along the main channels to regu-
late the supply of water into them and into the minor channels.
(3) Bilt clearance of main channels (when Irrigation Cess Funds permit, the
work at other times being carried out entirely at Government expense by the Public
Works Department).

(4) Purchase of tools, contingencies
charges, which are necessary to bring th
village, should be horne by Government
the minor distributary channels pertaini

5. I differ from the Deputy Commissioner, though Mr. Andrew agreed with him,
as regards his proposal to provide a fixed annual grant by making a fixed beriz
deduction to meet the above-mentioned charges, I consider it undesirable to settle
on & figed sum, a3 the asinal Charges will vary according to the circumstances of each
year. Moreover as the special cess is to be abolished, I think it would be well fo
take advantuge of the opportunity to get rid of all unusual methods of meeting the
cost together with the extra account work necessitated by such special procedure, and
to approximate the procedure to that of Districts where the special irrigation cess
has never existed. In my opinjun the expenses now met by the special cess should
be budgeted for year by year, either in the Revenue Department like minor irrigation
expenses or in the Public Works Department as
adequate reason for makin

on the particular villages, rather
than a charge on the general revenue. P %%

y &e—TIt is only reasonable that the above
e water fo the distributary channel of each
; the ryots being left as hitherto to look after
ng to their respective villages.

6. I agree with the Deputy Commissioner in his
Cauvery channels in Musiri Taluk mention

! proposal as regards the five
ed in paragra
"gation cess is levied under these channels

Ph 10 of his letter. No irri-
» but the necessary works of the nature
described in paragraph 4 above are being carried out by the Tyots themselves. AS
the circumstances of these channels are identical with those of the channels under
which the cess is levied, I think that Gover

( nment should carry cut the works men-
tioned in paragraph 4 in the case of these channels also.

s endorsement, dated 17th August 1896, on
evenue Settlement, Party No. V, No. 228-B,

! Deputy Commissioner, vary ing from
) g his report in connection with the voluntary irrigation
cess levied in this District.

the case may be. I can see no o
g these works a charge

R e e L
S A et
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issioner’s letter
For the reasons stated in paragraph 8 of the Deputg Commissioner )
7. For

1 éu ati al]d th(‘

: g
hannels, and that the ryots should be left to do all the necessary work
diyar channels, )
gﬁe(zsion therewith as hitherto.

i 13, Revenue, dated
ioati i jed in accordance with G.0., No. 52 :

Sp e CeSEt*}:: 1(13":1‘21 H]liallar channel in .Pgraml,)a.lur t’];aluk',r Ezllﬁi 1?;3
Jnh dgie 1891" 50 raph 10 of the Deputy Commissioner's 1et:nS;-(.iemtion aspth"3
Neller STainy 1]Iisi]i)lat;l;'i;g’cha»t this channel needhnot 29 tafke;r;l 1}1::31 (i}t?y s e

ommissioner co “eod. but for the sake o n . ;
1Cands undelt'ﬁt W?;e a]‘fg ::]?:S:‘gie véork under Government. The land under it on
to abolish the ce

. 1 s the
iranikkam fee, not mentloped ’b) t
9. In addition to the above 2 cess;a&e%N;;f::;s g e amounlt}ngru]l ﬂlglf‘o
‘ : or
ar, is being levied under five other channeliel(il })rfriﬁ:?)f‘tlize !lle‘tlter 5
about Rs. 600 aye%’ h without formal sanction, as rep‘o e tbbindb Wi il G
many years Pasty 07, dated 8rd July 1896. A N i o1 fhe Bist A
theﬂ]lgoaiéq,aDnﬂls:an(l).fee;tﬁus lopisd: s BEEpT) E 1;tl)lﬂi,ll':eeot.her channels in the District,
i be abolished in the case 0 ls should be disconti-
the cess 18 proposed wihe. t the cess under these channe red o kadie
2 . d desirable tha essary work required by ku
ity o i ts may be left to do the mec s ; or in my opinion
mued. Either the ryo's Sy 4vati and Nandiyar channels; o h 1s
# i i ihe Auimrey |d be treated like the channe
maramut, as in the case of the channels should be e
here 18 8 0085 these channels like those
the better course as t lar cess. The lands under O Tt
s fhare 1 ION:A TREH sified. Neither the Perar I ay of small
o Bors Kl by ot Son oo, obbt £ oo L L o
els ve an : %7
Z}slt?aliﬁﬁhments kept for petty repali"s’ &c'e dated Tth November 1896, on bPe?Stz)o(‘?
. d’s reference, d 11th December )
10. Adverting to Boar s and Board’s reference, date s i
1 1 904, of 1890 an he ryots of Siplaputtur an
Registers Nos. 867 an 1 896. presented by t y i sals
ongPetitiosm Regxs_terM]i;)i.ril 0'1‘%} u(l);f Ilhavza t%e honour to state that under the propo
Tottiyam villages 1n i

b

: i their cost.
4 ich is now carried out at .
korambus and main chann.e}s, W};:cnt i v srdiands b R it
11. The several petitions contain two prayers :— g el ks
o which is prop
QOctober (a) That the cess, ]
D (Setﬂf%,; t)fzoﬁ?nt? i to be abolished, should contltl‘lage czta;l gz
11§96(’s§t:1emen£). dated 11th December levied as the funqs_so (i(l)uec Ry
@ o6, No. 1680, ROl Gated ) owitised in. imalitaiuiig WS re R S
) - etition, t an T ;
% B‘l))a;ge;bﬁeisggl’lNo' 0 ?:ﬁgﬁon Cess Fund has not hlt}}erl"lco.
sfu
t. and which the ryots were managing among themselves, but not succes y
been spent, : :
. on. e :
owing to want of 1111111 orks, hitherto carried out from the I?ﬂgatloanessef:tlgl lglycgﬁe
@ Th;t 1iﬂ::ri:vmbus’ and main channels should contm]ge Dto (13- ;}; N
Ao Wgle:ptza.r?;ment and not transferred to the Pubhch.o;' ; Zfiai Bl Lo g gt
pevenue i d not be decided u .
£ two questions need he followin
. th;inkll%e:i}:ﬁ? tov;bo(llish the irrigation cess, but I would oifer.the. 1o g
actually fina e
ds to distri-
* remarks. { ‘hue to cess, but to devote the procee
to continue to 3 O frint
' 172' s questlogs((ﬁ),to (i)e carried out by kudimaramut, Woflgi:tii{)?x t%zgewl; te(:
o Wfil;hml)wtm Sl 99 abolishe({ii.i ﬁut ﬂﬁe 3111 ?:fllo)lilsi(:)ricts where there has
a cess, W is one of much difficulty. TLven \ : i
i i?mxil ‘;.1;1 cihr?ilgn:tliix:s cgss, the difficulty of dlstlt‘:lb;t&gg ]Xiie%;:n g;%?;n‘il Batose
never oo : t of union among ryots m Lig i) il
in villages og;gigalt:estil (:o“;i}?; purpose, I think inquiry should be made as to how
devoting a 8

difficulty has been met in other Distriets.
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13. As to (b), it is \ very important question whether when the cess is abolished
the work should continue to be done under the Revenue Department as now, or be
transferred to the Public Works Department. In fact, most of the reports received
from subordinate officers on the present reference are chiefly devoted to this point,
and all the officers have reported that the work should be kept in the hands of the
Revenue Department. Mr. Andrew has also left a note to the same effect. But the
question of transferring the control to the Public Works Department has not really
arisen, and when the cess is abolished the management may continue under the
Revenue Department as at present until any question of transferring it to the Public

Works Department is raised. There will be many good arguments, no doubt, on
both sides.

14. With reference to the petition of the ryots under the Ponnéri channel in the
Udaydrpalaiyam Taluk referred with B.P. (Settlement),
October 1896, requesting that the cess may be abolished, I have the honour to state:
that the proposals now made are in accordance with this prayer. Their request for
the refund of the cess colleeted in Fasli 1304 is inadmissible.

15. The Deputy Commissioner’s letter, the Assis

the petitions received with the Board’s references
enclosed list.

tant Commissioner’s letters and
are returned according to the

—

ExcrosurE.

STATEMENT showing the rate of Niranikkam fees collected on areas i

rrigated by certain channels
in Perambalar Taluk.

Annual expenditure,
A | Extent on
4 Name of villages Rate of fees : Annual
Name of channel. irxigated.ag per acre. vi':’;;‘gi:g“s collnctions, Nn:f‘b" Rate of
i | channel | PBY Per Amount.
coolies, | 3nnum,
0 e RS. A, P " ACH, BRE. A. P, R8. A. P.| Rs. A. P,
o irumandurai 01 86 1. 1 21 8 0 21 8 0
Pennakonam voikal. . { | piiadus 05 0 |f3rs | 7010 0 |{ 1 16 6 0,/ 49 3 0
& ; 30 0 0 30 0 0
: 24 0 0 120 0 o
Ogalur S PERCUI oM .. 0 5o |}ees12 (18012 o { 1 11612 0| 1512 o
} g 00 7700
4 0 5 4 0
Vadakkalor do. .. Vadakkalur ., 0550 13995 43 0 5 . 2 21 4 0 42 8 0
g 2 30 0 o 60 0 0
Athiyur do.: g Athiyur 070 60168 | 263 3 0 { 8 2¢ 0 0 192 0 0
; gihmathur.. 0 56 0 § ; 2; 12 : 5; : 3
Kilamathur do, .. ayalar i (L8 BN/ 2959
: Kaiperambur 0 210 e b Sl § A e g
Total ., 667 10 5 W e 62718 0
A R
4
Resolution—No. 280, dated 4th August 1898, ,

In paragraph 8 of its order on the resettlement of the Trichinopoly District
(No. 200, dated Ist April 1895), Government pey

Sk » While expressing the opinion that the
levy of the voluntary irrigation cess collected under g number of irrigation channels
in the Trichinopoly Dlst_rlct “ghould certainly be discontinued, ” observed that the
question as to what portion of the work on which the cess has hitherto been spent,
should be done by Government and what by the

: . ryots, needed careful consideration,
and accordingly called for further information on the subject.

No. 1463, Routine, dated 5ths .

s

e e
s
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9. The first p&ajﬁér read above, which is a report from the Deputy Commissioner,
? e '

Bahadur Adinarayana Iyah Garu, who condueted the resettlement of the
‘Rao baha

w 1 tains the observations
Distri ith the question, and the second paper con

flst‘heegodllzzzltsof l:}tl y’]fri;hinopoﬂy on thf; Deputy Commissioner’s report.

0

its great regret at the inordinate delay which has

3. The Boa(l;ilxllzlrl1(1)5;1t :li:p;izs;egs t§ Goverr%meqt. In July 1896, when the repékrt‘;

SR, md S ewo Secretary bad just been appointed, who had to l.earn his W()é :

i i iz ?111 ed, causing great dislocation of ogdmary business ; and thp }()) fice

ﬂéeS Et‘:llmu:;iltOC(())rvzmi',ss;ioner has changed hands four times. Every endeavour is being
of dettiem

made to-avoid such delays in future.

irrigati d important river-
tion cess, there are fourteen large and 1 :

4. To r&aveﬁgcih:ﬁ;réggs is now (;o]leeted, thirteen of them drawing their guppl;;
,ghanntclalls g:uszrv and one from the Coleroon. Tllletﬁ 18 alsc;{ an9 anfgg;;iﬁgantﬁl :E:gs
it g i ting a little over Rs. : :
/ which a cess aggregating |
B i euar’a‘:tlldél(')leroon are very broad, and the volume of water ﬁowu‘lg1 therein
of the CauVGYOYUSl from time to time, and often dwindles to 01191,1 or ﬂseve_xa i-sn:::zoiz
i 400 enom;deri};m through a vast expanse of sand. Except W ezlfl1 1({3 l1)"1‘7?i i
streamsh m?ier-fvatgr has t.g be diverted to the channel-heads in the floo - ?;nhann gis e
ikt efr}c aporary bunds across the stream, and by clearing temporar g' oy
e 'Obesn PEV('egy fresh in the river washes the dams and temporary chann ys

glrlelrzlx:es’,oon as the flood subsides the work has to be done again.

wenty miles, or more, distant from the
' temporary dams are ﬁftgen or twenty , OT IO
i Some}?ifcilhflz(;)eggri)n t.h)em for irrigation, and t}lroughout this d_ltstafnge :ﬁ:rzupp}z
lz;l};agtﬁsb: reculated and distributed so that e;wh vlllag?3 Itr;]aey b%xztin:; :s fa(:: el
e 1 o ;
ichinopoly stom left the cultivators to manage th : 1
Tmehlrllupolgﬁeoldcgl\iﬁ;omTel*le difficulties which they experienced 1n_%oo}ung'aft§r ;i(ei
b el d ys and.in sharing the trouble and.cost, may bfe easily unalgme S i
tempm‘argl sli?s,exceptional difficulty of maintaining their irrigation supp ytwas ?(he ‘
presima ysms which was held to justify an amazingly lenient ggﬁses?;nenha: Fiipe
?}f tv:r re\‘:la.lley at the original settlement. Of late years the difficulty :
st?rumou{lted by the voluntary irrigation cess.

lassified and
the lands under these channels have been rec d an
5.dAt t(l;ﬁrrzif:tfl?;n;art? under first-class irrigation, a classification 1Whlch 1;
I tasnless Government accepts the cost of keepmg-up. the water-supply tof, atrill
}ncczlg': cmlz:,in channels, under the exceptional and peculiar circumstances o (S
in,
locality. :

thers taking off

i teen channels above referred to, there are ﬁve 0
; Be&dé:.&&:rgouv:rl?ﬁi are equally dependent for their supply on the temporaj.zry
fopadiee ; but which are managed by the ryots themselves without payment of a
e g ts. The lands under these five channels have also been reclassified and
volunztll‘yc’)[f il;e understanding that Government will undertake the cost of keeping-up
88 : i

ﬁzesupply in the main channels.

iro h the Deputy Commis-
: he above circumstances the Board concurs Wit 3
g ix Un((ljelilgéfo? t(l)xat Government should accept the cost of keeping-up the s;pfly
. o glmnnels leaving to the ryots the duty of maintaining the minor distri-
,lln fgfyn;?:ll field channels as they do in all other Districts.
2 ek

inqui t as to what
i , therefore, to the inquiry made by Governmen
i Vgrlgler:vf;giinfo’w carried out from the Cess Fund should be done by Govern-
sl D1 aty Commissioner’s recommendation is that the whole of the work so
men't,dﬂ:)it Zﬁou{d be undertaken by Government and the Collector and the Board
rriec :
ﬁipport this recommendation.

. der which no Cess is now levied,
dine the upkeep of the five channels un .
the plrg}calali)llan;nnual Eost 1t;)o Government may be taken at about Rs. 25,000,
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The receipts and expenditure under the Cess Fund during the seven years ending
with 1896-97 are shown in the subjoined statement :— A

e i | Nom——— e

Balance on
Years. Receipts. | Expenditure. 18t April Remarks.
1897.
g, TR R
1 2 3 4 b
RS. RS,
1890-91 s e 20,139 16,847 vaae
1891-92 .. o* 21,298 19,238 .
1892-93 .. e 23,460 18,913
189394 71 .. e 22,080 20,479
1894-96 (a) 26,998 | () 24,520 (a) The receipts and expenditure for Fasli 1304 ave high.
The increase in receipts is due to the extension of
the cess to the lands irrigated by the branch channel
of the Nangam voikal and partly also to the eollec-
tion of arrears. The excess under expenditure is due
to a larger expenditure having Leen incur:ed by the
Public Works Department on the construction of
the Ponneri and the Musiri Nattu voikal channels.
1895-96 () 29,667 (c) 40,414 (3) Government securities to the value of Rs. 8,000,
R belonging to the Cess Fund were sold in this year.
Mence the increase in receipts.

(¢) The abuormal expenditure during the year was due
mainly to the systematic clearance of silt effected
by the Public Works Department from the Uyya-
Kondan channel—vide .0., No. 621, Finanaial,
dated 11th July 1895.

1896-97 a4 oo 23,684 | (d) 27,544 (d) The large decrease in expenditure as compared with
the previous year was due to a special expenditure

ineurred in the previous year in effecting a syste-
matic clearance of silt from the Uyyakondan
chanmel.

Total .. 1,67,216\ 1,67,955
23,888 \ 23,993

Averase 44

e

8. Two questions remain to be considered :— :
(1) Under what agency should the mangement of the channels be placed ?
The ryots appear on the whole to be satisfied with the management of the
Revenue Department, and are averse to a transfer of the management to the Public
Works Department.

As remarked by the Collector the management may remain with the Tahsildars
until some good reason to the contrary appears.

(2) How should the necessary funds be annually provided ?

The Deputy Commissioner’s proposal is to make an annual allotment by means of
beriz deduction ; but the Collector considers that it is undesirable to fix a definite amount
as the actual charges will vary according to the circumstances of each year : that th =
funds required should be budgeted for, year by year either in the Revenue Departm it
like minor irrigation expenses, or in the Public Works Department as the CaS)p te)n.
and that the cost of the works should be treated as a charge on the gene ib may be ;
The Board concurs with the Collector. The expenditure ts’hould b ({i; {;'L WP
the annual working expenses of the Cauvery System, which is ivi, e 1‘3&5(1 as part of
Rs. 2 lakhs roughly of the enhancement resulting from the rese%tlen? crte 1tsfor it
the management remains with the Revenue Department, a speci ent. So long as
mav be made and placed®t the Board’s di ; ) pecial annual allotment

y placed®t the Board’s disposal with the grant for Mi At
Works. If the above view is accepted, a sum of Rs. 25,000 h or Minor Irrigation
ourrent fasli. There is a sum of over Rs, 26,000 lying as to be provided for the
and the Board considers that this ma gt lying at the credit of the Cess Fund,

Tt it be urged that the ryots wh oyhav :Pprtipnated for the purpose.

T Rt v eniled o 5 refe (ii)nf-mued to pay the cess for the four years
the justice of the claim. If Government nd of the amount, it is difficult not to admit
approve, the amount to be refunded may be

| provided for in the next budget ¢ i
' satisfactory to the ryots oonc:r(:zéd_ The Board believes that this will be abundantly

9. In paragraph 9 of hi
separate Cess ca?lle«Ii) o Niranliskrkzpmft th’? Collector brings to notice the existence of @
m Iee ” varying from 1 to 7 annas an acre, amounti

r =

-~ 4

S e

e

e
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; RS af Jovied under five channels in the Perambalir

in all to Rs. 600_A_ -Jl (] wm%l;. mTllllﬂan under these channels have not been reclas-

{Taluk though without sa:low merely raised in consideration of the rise in prices.

sified, and the as also in the case of the chanuel from the Vellar, the resettlement

. In these oase:,h as @ estion as 10 whether the voluntary cess should be continued or

1: tno gyf:rﬁ :ﬁ:he :u%ject of this report is concerned these channels may be excluded
ot. : .

from consideration- . i irrigati
titions received on the subject of irrigation cess and referred to
10. The wv?mll,apr:gmphs 10, 11 and 14 of his letter will be disposed of on receipt

ny the (ior%&w;f‘aovemment on these proceedings.

(True Copy and Extract.)
r (Signed) C. BENSON,
5 it e Dy. Dir., L. Rds. and Agri.,
for Secretary.

o the Becretary to Government, Revenue Department.

" Copy to the Deputy Commissioner, No. IIL Party.
Assistant Commissioner in charge No V Party.
Collector of Trichinopoly.

Land Revenue Department.

Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

» »
» »
» »
» »

Orper—No. 235, Revenue, dated 8th April 1899.

‘ Ordered that the following letter be
addressed to the Government of India.

Irrigation No. 3.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ G. S. FORBES,

Secretary to Government.

G°

24, A. Rungaswami Aiyangas.

50 Copies:
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' The Government of Fort 8t. George.

Recd. Enclosures
1899.

Regd. Spare copies

Letter, No. 236, 8th April 1899,

APRIL.

Requestine the sanction of the Government of India to the oreation of a special fund by
the deduction of a fixed allotment of Rs. 95,000 per annum from the land revenue collections

or beriz of certain villages in the Trichinopoly distri
channels which supply them.

ot for the comservancy of the irrigation

I s o sl et

=" R
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# restored. Some of these temporary dams are 15 or 20 miles, or n~ e, distant from
: & xthe villages which depend on them for irrigation, and throughout this distance the
supply has to be regulated and distributed so that each village may get its fair share.
1. By the ancient custom of the country the cultivators did this work themselves as
g well as they could. The difficulties which they experienced in looking after the
REVENUE DEP ARTMENT. j temporary dams, and in sharing the trouble and cost were very great, and%his excep-
[ tional difficulty of maintaining the irrigation supply was apparently one of the main
3) reasons which was held to justify an exceedingly lenient assessment on the Cauvery
From 4 valley at the original settlement.
: TrE . 2 ; y 4. At the recent resettlement of 1894-95, the lands under these channels were
HoN’BLE MR, G. S, FORBES, 1.C.8., ‘ 4 reclassified and assessed for the most part as, lands under first class irrigation—a
. Secretary to the Government, of Ma classification which is ineqrreet unless the Government accepts the cost of keeping up
To dm's, (T 3 ;?the water-supply,to, and in, the main channels, under the exceptional and peculiar
X - I eircumstances explained.

* Tae SECRETARY 1o . Besides the fourteen channels referred to ab th i
oty . erred to above, there are five others taking off
ey OVERNMENT or INDIA, from the Canvery which are equally dependent for their supply on the temporary cdam

ENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT, system, but which are managed by the ryots themselves without payment” of a
voluntary cess. The lands under these five channels have also been reclassified and
assessed on the understanding that Government will undertake the cost of keeping up

Brs Dated Fort St. George, 8th April 1899, the supply in the main channels,
4 ! e 5. Tht(:, maintaining of the water-supply in the main channels above referred to
am directed to address : : g must now be undertaken by the Government, and th t is estimated . 25
you on the cx;efat;oxfli ;gda :ﬁ?)ilril f‘;;mdf by the deduction ‘«‘g per annum. The duty of }maintaining the m;nor disfri(;)(itai'sye:ulén ;ie?d ﬁlfnsnezlg ,?v?ﬁ
l UM (e sttt Reu the l::d (;evg?;le25,(l)100 per be left as hitherto to the ryots concerned. ~
or Jeriz of certain villages in tf;; ,‘l’,cr:;‘l’l‘;f <6, The difficulty experienced by this Government in devising some means whereby
?;POI{’ dlstlilict for the conservancy of the the anm;nal expenditure of Rs. 25,000 on these channels will be assured has given
igation channels which 1 rise to the present reference. If the amount were budgeted for y fter y 1
gt e supply them. 1 nee. : . or year after year under
o A no:: 111‘;11 :érg g;ugtt;lt;on (z:etss ﬁt Irates varying from one anna to one );‘upee r the head of  Minor Irrigation Works,” the special claim of these channels would in
thirteen of these drawing theil;-y > 5 1odfmg 1;';1gated lands under fourteen channges | course of time be liable to be lost sight of and the allotment required to maintain |
R armibg e g fieri printx;g {V ;-](;n];} 121 Cauvery and one from the Coleroon, ~ them in efﬁcxencx would be liable to be eut down or struck out in times of financial |
dated 4th August 1898 & wiy ol Whi(lzh oard of Rer?nue Proces dings, No, 80. - pressure with serious results not only to the ryots, })ut to the Government revenue, |
represented tho commuted mace. vy f:«;t(;]eompames this letter), the coss Origiuall’ The total irrigated area over which the cess is levied is 83,830 acres, assessed at
bouiid to dontiBiis for B eons};rvan : 0of te;l }at;;)ur which by custom each ryot Wag Rs. §s5_9,9§8 apgrox_unately. To ensure the unfailing e_xecution of the work on which
1857 and Hoe binos Besk britially extesx,x o e oh anvels. It wag first introduced o the irrigation of this large area ent:,‘xrely depends, His Excellency the Governor in
ryot paid his fair share, and of avoiding the as the best means of ensuring that each Council proposes that a sum of Rs. 25,000 per annum should be placed at the disposal
and want of unanimity among the r?ots zﬁieatcl dlfﬁeu“ms.that, owing to disputes ofﬁt_lgg_,_lie_\f%r_mﬁ o acit oo sesay coatrom, the beris or land rovense
antabaton. RS Oakt s, attended the enforcement collections of the villages con{cerntj)d, fh'e cost of maintaining the channels being met
s collected by the talyl iti of the labour from th I fund thus form i 5
supervise its expenditure. The Wiodioron h'a uk authorities whe manage it and rom the special fund thus formed. His Excellency the Governor in Couneil recog-
() e pkosp o erabinimnty e 2 2 a0 iy izt explone haracirof el progosd, b o belevs ity et i
a & & ed for the protection t :
eh‘annels to regulate the supply and distribution of w:?g sluices and along the main important interests at stake. The only alternative to suchpan arrange(r)nenteis ‘tlg%'eed?:eia ‘
minor clzan?;;ls - . r1n them and in the dependent the assessment of the lands concerned by an amount equal to the eess and to continue |
: fia a(re) emzm?n::;:xit;%z I?il;gr :ene‘lva! (l)f the bemiporiry Marny o s % oy (tlhe co]ltefltion of the cess; but as the eess is voluntary, this course is much to be
) upp y 18 low, to di 3 orambus S eprecated. .
and ) vert water to th . ; : y
L (¢) the silt clearance of the main channels - Y © chanzel heads ’ i 7. Iam to reqpest that in the.cireumstanc(aies the _ slanetéon of the Government of
rgpalreof, the mdévidual village distributarjes beil’]; gaﬂ?:(;‘a I::ft %f sgf from, and the 4 el (E? (i;f:e 1(1;1& ‘zlbichzltn%%dzs tz t?: (gxizat?z;e o‘fll:hzrs;;jil;le;mdsir(;;)os(:(’l(2)’ oA g
villages concerned. y the ryots of the . “ ey ; ;
3. These special arrancement i . 8 L
character of the Cauvery and Cofg':o alg required in consequence of the uncertaix; e e LREM G veR s,
and th volume of water fowing thle}rei(;o%x:ﬁe;l‘he beds of these rivers are very broad Sir,
often dwindles to one or several narrow streams ;g:;rgg:iﬂz ggglll tl}fne t? time, and T ahuEs s,
of sand. When the river falls to this extent it is necessar e o eXpats 1 '
) ssary, (Signed) G. 8. FORBES,

Board’s Proceedings already cited, to divert the water to the cl?:ni!e(lp 1};1@1':2d in ttlllle
= 185 1n e

flood-banks by the erection of temporary d
¢ : Y dams across th ;
temporary channels in the river bed. Every fresh in 3th‘e rtl?v::'; rw?vzl;l;e: i cleanng
and the temporary channels, and as soon as the flood subsides, the WOTI;V:}}; the (tiargs

ave to he

Secretary to Government.

Exd. A. Rungaswamy Aiyangar,

60 Fopies.
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REvinvE DEPARTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITIL G.0., Nos. 235-36, REVENUE, DATED
i APRIL 1899 .

[SUBJECT.—-—A bolftion of voluntary irrigalion cess in Triclhinopoly . ]

Board’s Proceedings (Revenue Settlement), No. 280, daled 4th August 1898.

To Under Secretary—

In submitting the scheme for the resettlement of the Trichinopoly district, the
Deputy Commissioner of Kevenue Settle-

Paragraph 56 of the report in page 18 of G.O., ment pOlDte.d out that a separate cess
No. 200, dated 1st April 1895. at rates varying from one anna to twelve
annas per acre was being levied under

certain distributary river channels and though the cess was a voluntary ome 1ts
incidence could not be ignored in caleu-

Paragraph 24 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 2, lating the burden of assessment. There-

dated 4th January 1895, at page 40 of G.0., ypon the Board of Revenue observed as
No. 200, dated Ist April 1895. follows :—

« This voluntary contribution is in theory paid as a sabstitute for the * kndimaramat ’ or

« repairs which the ryots are by custom bound to execute at their own cost ; and it has hitherto
¢ been cheerfully paid as the best means of ensuring that each ryot shall contribute his fair
¢ share of labour. The money is spent in

More than this. Tt also ensures that the work on which | ¢ gonstructing and maintaining the temporary
the irrigation of the village depends shall be regularly * ¢ damg by SLIbh. Sabor i dverail thom the
and systewmatically done.

AT.A. ¢ piver-bed, in keeping clear a passage for the

“ water through the sandy bed of the river to

« the channel-heads, and in silt-clearing and petty repairs The collection of the cessis in

« iteelf an admission that the work is of & nature that the ryots cannot perform without Govern-

« ment assistance, and in revising the assessment of the lands in respect of which the cess is

¢« gollected, it would seem desirable to proceed

«ial thing is to make sare that the work shall : e ke understanding i t.he 'Work e

3:: /smhe d(ln:e. TA special fund ensured this. Allot- | which  the z volunta.ry contributions are

m nts on a budget system did not. ] ¢ expended will hereafter be done at the cost

A.T.A. “of the State, and that the collection of the

“ yo'untary subscriptions will cease. Other-

¢« wise the incidence of the cess must, as ‘.remarked by the Depnty Commissioner, be taken into

¢ gerpnt in valuing tha lanl, and an e yniva'ent rednction o_f assessment must be allowed. The

¢ gltarative of dissontinning the cess and allocting the required amount frow the revenue seems
< ghvionsly preferable.”

It is all very well to have the understanding, but the

The Government was of opinion that the levy of the cess should ecertainly be

: discontinued, but that the question as to

Paracraph 8 of G.0., No. 200, dated 1st April what portiqn of the work on which the

1895. cess collection has been hitherto spent

should be done by Government and what

portion by the ryots needed careful consideration. The further information called
§)r by Government on the subjeet is furnished 1n the above Board’s Proceedings.

9. An account of the origin and history of the irrigation cessin the distriet is
given in detail in the Doputy Commissioner’s letter, dated 10th July 1896 —ride
paragraph 3 et s2¢. It wil be seen that the irrigution cess, which represents the
comm it2d money-value of the lubour which each™andholder was bounl by custon



Ao, was first introduced tentativély for
E.M.C. No. 286, dated 9th February 1857, JEAr in 1857 in oonmeotion with ¢he

Cauye Gak L Ein L
the Tn'rzhf.l,’:“e" irrigating the lards in

20n-and the other from the

nv;l]l::‘ "EAt the resettlement the lands

= lasta the aboye channels excepting

i fied. g!ele (Vellar) have been reclassi-

nected with the conservancy of thg channels is the consg:l‘;nt(:xpal item qf work con-

korambus or temporary dams built up with sang, earth tlv:? and maintenance of

This kog‘gmb.u system does not obtain in the Tanjore distyiot bBS, bushes and grass.

in the Trichinopoly district is explained to be due to the fyot e oeessity for it
Cauvery and Coleroon are very broad and the aos, Shat. ‘th,

: . volume of wa 2R bN!s of the
enormously from time to time, and often dwindles to one, ter Howing therein varies

meandering through a vast expanse of sand, and that ex. cz;t‘:‘{l‘zml,t }rlxan:ow streams
flood, the river-water has to be diverted to the channel-heads ip 31 € rivers are in
the erection of temporary bunds across the stream and by e flood-b

cleari
in the river-bed. The temporary dams and channels being }ai.:'t[)llge :zﬂtl)};ovr:gh:dhannela
away

by floods, they have to be done again as soon as the flood subsides

ig the reclassified tract there are five channels connected Witl:dt?é ()I:u’;PP?al:s that
Musiri taluk which are equally dependent for their supply on the tempggr:"dthe
system, but in réspeet of which, korambu work similar to that done for the cﬁ’annl;i:
managed under the inigation cess system is carried out by the ryots amongst them.
selves without payment of a voluntary cess. The Deputy Commissioner considers
that whatever treatment is adopted as regards t

g ST he Cauvery and Coleroon channels
which now pay irrigation cess must also be extended to these five channels under
which no cess is at present levied.

3. The rate of cess is not uniform for the sev
to cover the varying charges of the different cha
rates at which the cess is collected and the exte
n the subjoined statement :—

Paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 200, dated 1st i
1895. ; S5

eral channels but is so regulated as
nnels leaving a small raargin. The
ut falling under each rate are shown

Trichinopoly.| Kulittalai, | Mugirj, | Udsiyér-
Bk 2 T usiri. pélaizaa, Total.
collected. B, A D
Extent, Extent. Extent, Extent. Extent.
n;. 3 l:). ACS, 'Acs. ACS. ACS ACs
b s % 330 3
g}g g e o o o 1,149 2,639 5 3?22
L et Ry ;4 6,008 i i3 6,008
ey B % ., 364 715 e 1,079
G B s i 1,29 by i 1,296
R R PRER > 195 W 1 o
060 - £ .].,938 88 4,169 6,206
03 0 | 23,063 e {: & ey
020 % 30,389 e i g g
010 .| 10193 P i i fg‘?;g
Total ., 64,404 10,771 4,407 4,159 83,831
’
L TENIT SN

Of the total extent of 83,831 acres paying cess, no less
the Trlchinopoly_ taluk and the contributions made, by this large extent
light rates. This is reported to be due chiefly to i ot

: et a large n : -
that in consequence a much smaller acreage rate is sufficiont umber of villages, and

than is required in the case of channols having small
them,

: Government does all this now through the

3

. 4. The principal items of expenditure met from the cess collections are stated

(1) Pay of establishments at the head sluices and along the main channels to
regulate the supply of water into them and into the minor channels dependent on

them (2) The construction and repairs of korambus under the supervision and with
the aid of the above establishments and of temporary coolies employed from time to
time. . '

(3) Purchase of tools, contingencies, ete. { : :

(4) Also silt clearance when necessary. This is done chiefly on the main
channels and not on the individual village distributaries. The clearance of silt from
the latter and the execution of the necessary repairs to them are carried out by the
ryots of the villages concerned. 5 .

In thie connection the Deputy Commissioner invites attention to the fact that
previous to the introduction of the cess small establishments of lascars had been
maintained by the Public Works Department at the cost of Government to look after
the couservancy of the channels and that these establishments were transferred to the
Revenue Department when the cess was introduced, the charges on their account
being debited to the cess fund.

5. The manner in which the regulation and-distri})uti_on of water in connection
with the large main channels and the minor distributaries is _mam:ged under the cess
system is described in paragraph 20 of the Deputy Commissioner’s letter. It would
appear that the arrangements from the river up to the village channels are controlled
by the Revenue authorities with the aid of the korambu establishments maintained
out of the cess collections, and that after the water has been let into the village
channels it passes under the control of the villagers themselves and its further distri-
bution between them 1is regulated by custom, any disputes being referred to and
settled by the Tahsildars. .

6. In support of the view that the irrigation cess should be discontinued, the
Deputy Commissioner states as follows :—

“ Apart from the general consideration that it is undesirable that Government should
undertake the collection of a cess depending on voluntary assent, which, hovv_rever easxly. rea.hz_ed
in the past, cannot always be legully enforced, the levy of the cess requires recomsideration
from the point of view of the enhanced assessments imposed at the recent resettlement and also
becanse the cess proceeds are expended on purposes, which, under the present circamstances, at
any rate cannot all of them, it appears to_me, be fairly held to be a proper charge' on the fund. It
may be urged that the rates of cess at present paid on the bulk of the area subject to it are very
light, and that as under Board’s Proceedings, No. 380, dated 26th November 1395, a reduction
was made on the classification results, the cess may be continued and that no objection can be
taken to the purposes to which it is applied as such expenditure has been long acquiesced in and
is justified by castom. The reduction on the classification figures, though it is a measure of
relief, was, it must be noted, effected on the general ground that the results were somewhat high

d required to be moderated. Referring to the objects on which the cess collections are
- nd?ed it appears to me that the charge for conservancy up to the point where the village
eipe els are reached should at present be borne by Government whatever may have been the
;r:;:iéty of debiting such charges to the cess fund under the lenient assessments of the old

settlement.”
He proposes—
(1) that Government should undertake—

(@) the construction and repair of
korambus so as to maintain
the requisite supply in the
main channels ;

Tahsildar and the villagers, but the villagers
pay for it by the cess. He means that the
Government should henceforth pay.

AT.A.

(b) the conservaney of the main channelsand the regulation and di_stri_bgtion
of water from them up to the point where the village individual
channels begin ; : . i

(¢) silt clearance when necessary from the main channels; and
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(2) that the ryots should be required to do—

(2) the clearance of silt from their own village channels g
() the distribution of water among themselves after it h :
by _ It has reached their
wn village channels from main channels or from korambu heads, ;
village being taken for this purpose to be the village formédh’b;

clubbing at the recent resurvey and so treated in the se

accounts,

ttlemeng

He also proposes that the above arrangements should b
‘ : e e extended ;
other Cauvery chanmels in the Musiri taluk at present controlled by the r’;?otzh:hgr;e

selves.

The effect of these proposals is that Government will have to do at its eost

almost all the work that is now being done from the ¢ 1

: o d ess collections and that ; wi

have also to extend the work to the five Cnuvery channels now managed bth‘égf:tr) Itll
< Yy the ryotg

themselves.

The arrangements proposed are repor i i
g ported to be practically identi i
those adopted under all the large systems of irrigation. i it AL

It is submitted that the

recommendations of the Deputy Commissioner which are supported by the (ollect,
sollector,

and the Board may be approved.

7. As regards the agency under which the managem
reg agenc gement of the channels shoy d
be placed, it is stated by the Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Set tlemenil:hsqtotfll
hat the

See my note on this subject in G.0., No. 25,
dated 7th Jannary 1894, regarding the cess
in Coimbatore. If the work were withdrawn
from the Tahsildars and entrasted to the
Public Works Departmeat it would not be
done; and the villagers would have to revive
the cess or lose their crops.

AT.A.

Tahsildars from their intimate knowledee
of the requirements of the several Villau%s
and from their accessibility are in". a
position to manage the channels nore
satisfactorily tha 7 othe

y n any other agency and

that the ryots are strongly averse t the

manag “Inenl Of the Chdllllel‘ ng 1,8}"
D S b(_\] = en
away flom tlle Ia]lsll(ldls. ' I[ A 3 o
A, e ( ()“L,Ct!)l

also considers that when the cess is abolished the management may continue und
gle Revenue Department as at present until any question of trunsferripe it ;mtlex
ublic Works Department is raised. The Collector’s view which 1s concxfrred ion ble
%

the Board may be accepted.

8. In regard to the question of providing the pecessary
Deputy Commissioner proposes that a fixed sum be allotted to
establishments, &ec., and that this amount be annually granted
and placed at the disposal of the Revenue Department so that th
channels and the regulation and distribution of water-supply may

b)

left in the hands of the Tahsildars.

circum§tances of each year, that the funds
year either in the Revenue Department

Public Works Department as the case may b

¢ 2.8 -
be treated as a charge on the general zeve,nul(l;i that the ¢o
Collector, states that the expenditure should be debit

expenses of the Cauvery system

Exce'lent in theory. But in practice ? In g
time of financial stress Government cuts down
the minor irrigation allotment to a mini.
mum. Tne Board cuts it down for each
district and the special claims of these
9hg,unels heing lost sight of, their &llotme‘ﬁt
13 eat down or strack out. The Uollestor on
petition from the ryots, looks up their (,'.ase
aad protests. The Board support him aﬁd
Government eventunally concur. Meanwhile
weeks or months have gone by, in t)e
absence of funds the korambu has not been
restored and the long channel throngh the
bed of the river has not been executed. and
the ryots huve lust their crop for that seuson,

A.T.A.

‘ which is given cred; p
roughly of the enhancement resulting frombthe res:t%ig L)

meet the cost of the
as a beriz deduction
€ conservancy of the
48 at present, be

L The Collector, however i .
undesirable to fix a definite amount as the actuz:I eh-:wggswtv‘;ff; ’v considers that it is

ary according to the
dgeted for year after
0 expenses or in the
=i st of the.works should

, oard, agreeing with the
€1 as part of the annual working

required should be hy
like minor irrigatio

le;anagement remains with the Revenue
m:i}?agtme?lt, a special annunal allotment
z )th e T;de and placed at the disposal
oot ¢ Dourd with the grant for the
anuu:l urr{gatmn works. The probable
e co[';st to Government including the
t-t}iukep of the five channels in the Melir
ik- | Junder which no cess is now levied
S estimated at Rg, 25,000 and the Board
iaopslders that a sum of over Rs, 26 000
ying at the credit of the cess fund ,may
If APpropriated during the eurrent fasli,

18 submitted that the Board’s proposal
nay be approved with the concurrence of

the Publi ik ence
anc&}x})?lc Works Departiment (Irrigation

funds annually, the .

e

T

o
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9. The Board states that if it be urged that the ryots who have continued to pay

J the cess for the four years since the resettlement are entitled to a refund of the

amount, it is difficult not to admit the justice of the claim, and that if the Government
approves, theamount to be refunded may
It will be abundantly unsatisfactory unless the | he provided for in the next budget. 1t
allotment of fonds is as certain as a:hP”tesent believes that the above arrangement will
and on abudget allotment system that can | 4o ahyundantly satisfactory to the ryots
hardly be. AT.A. concerned. The resettlement was intro-
5 1 i 1 2()4 04_95 . »
Paragraph 5 of the report in page 3 of Board's duced in fasli 1304 (1894-95) and the

1; 250, dated L6th July 1893. collections during the four years ending
froopiingss oz €95 58 s Ny 1597-98 amount to about Rs. 1,04,000.

96,998 The gquestion of refunding the amount
99,557 may, it is submitted, be deferred till the
23,684 , | ryots eome of their own motion and
24,259 | press for the claim.

1894-95

1895-96 .
1896-97
1897-98

Total ... 1,04,498

* The cess’is voluntary and has been spent on
the work.
A.TA.

10. An irrigation cess amounting to Rs. 93-2-0 is levied under the Vellar
channel in accordance with G.O., No. 513, Revenue, dated 10th June 1891. The
ers that this channel need not be taken into consider-

Deputy Commissioner consid ' en info con
ation as the lands under it were not reclassified, but the Collector is of opinion that

for the sake of uniformity it might be well to abolish the cess and take the work
under Government. The Colleetor also brings to notice that a cess called ¢ Niranik-
kam fee ” varying from 1 to 7 aunas an acre and amounting in all to about Rs. 600 a
vear is being levied under five channels in the Perambalir taluk for many years past
though without formal sanction and considers it desirable that the cess should be
discontinued in view of the fact that the cess is proposed to be abolished in the case of
all the other channels in the district. The lands under these channels as also under
the Vellar channel have not been reclassified and the resettlement was carried out on
the basis of a percentage enhancement of the existing rates of assessment with refer-

ence to the rise in prices. As the resettlement inno way affects the question as
to whether the voluntary cess should be

continued or not in the case of these
channels, the Board is of opinion that these
channels should be excluded from con-
sideration for the present. It issubmitted
that the Board’s opinion may be accepted.

G.S.F.

Certainly. They will have the certainly of

regulur repairs and money to pay for them.
5 i . B kA

C.R.
1-10-98.

Put up the original of G.0., No. 200, dated 1st April 1895.

N. E. MARJORIBANKS.
Koad 2 8-10-Y8.
To Under Secretary—
The original is not forthcoming. There is no entry to show in what connec-
tion it was last taken out from the bundle.

B.M.
20-10-98.

R
26-10-98.
Secretary—

The original of G.0., No. 200, dated 1st April 1895, was with the Gdd4vari
settlement papers, It has now been obtained from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Bliss with

whom these papers are and is submitted below.
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It will be seen from the notes under that Government Order that the Hon’hl
e Hon’hle

Mr. Grose was doubtful as i
4 e o to the work wh
Honble Sir Henry Bliss wished to haw?(la flﬁl 1}101?0 o S o The

v

out “;th thti cess and the agency employed
rom the items specified on 3 above, i
L page 3 above, it seems clear
f,?ﬁ;; b\:;ortlf)s not pro erly falling under the ’head of kudimatrgzntaih ;
s to regulate water in the main channels, the general eonser\’ra:;f(;,\rthfet;reCtion
- 0 i
= G.SF. :ﬁatnnsls anﬁ slllt clearance 2berezb:esg:iz:
¥ . 4 0 be work ¢ i
e decision to abolish the cess may, therefore, it 1s sub;?t‘gdno}fekxﬁgilxﬁa?m:lat'

) al
the ryots’ share of the work congﬁedax?d
S {)'roposed, to the distribution of water in ,t};xs
| lmits of the village and to silt clearan >
The other work hitherto done from the S e 5

to be carried . - Cess Fund may, it i - 2
out by establishments under the Tahsildars aZZlIfu;Sd: ug;?fvtfgd& (;c;ntmue
; ed therefor

Yes. in the minor irrigati
} rigation bude )
G.S.F. seems no need to porovide a seO:;teTl? 43
in the budget. & oo
Orders are also re
X : quested
e tion of refund of the cess eollegil:lefihg i
S.F. the last four Years ending 1897_98 e

N.EM.
31-10-98,

G. 8. Foupgg,

For the reasons re i :
! corded in i i i g
,I,\g?e ei5t, (ﬁuedb'i]th January 1899, I}rfﬁ?gll{ng et R il
v 0 the abolition of the cess, which :
;)rﬂi : t.b"dg?t’ and which ensured’ the mff;? 1
'n o - ‘. & .
expzl-i;))léeo{htili yullage €rops entirely depends. In vario ¢
g Yots assented to the cess hecause of the i o
allotment of Government funs, What is roalll; “lgetg l(lik}my
¢ ' nted is th

the cess, not its abolitio
. n. Ifa fixed a]
the amount now coll ed allotment could be obtaj -
e S :zzd, kB’ &tl '}eduetlon from the village be‘t‘lige%h corresponding to
-, but 1 doubt whether Government ’eouled p0s1]t10n bt
make such ap

arrangement under existing finane.
palliative would be to collect thlécl:isgu%‘es. B/ ko tho point looked up. A

allotment of t} ; Or one more vear wh: A
Hand. ' Bat thfr:[:lvz‘:lﬁ (l))t;t of Minor Irrigation ags }tf]”lills w]r{hde ik making a budget
wonld be forgotten and th no Permanency in gy.h 4 arf:p one year’s funds ip
sure arose. I am satisfied ti:gssil;)‘;f would be expendeq the ﬁl:%f’tléent.ﬁ The reason
- e % 3

cess be abolished, unless an equh'ale]:to(; eld JAsaster will overtake ;11112 v?ﬁlumal,Pr €8~
the a%;essm}?nt of the fields irrigated o Sgovis S

a8 the order of Government g ;
the ryots eoncerned.? enb assenting to the abolition of the gess

e cess 18 largely

Like similar matters th i
e
o i I‘Ss‘:le.orders will take effect

To the Honvurable Member—

GOVel‘nment

: Wthh the

within my own
and uncertainty
e legalization of

announced to

A.T. A[RUNDEL]
At page § of the note, the Honourable Member remarlks . « e 5-11-98,
: a fixed allotment

could be obtained
correspondi
:ﬁosﬁfaliow l$ol!ected by a (Pied ug;igogofrz]:g
S b%equi?:zéafthe %osition would of
A. | ther G €. But I doubt wh
d_-ll{ake such ae[:

rules. I should ke the potat Saer "0

-

rmation as to the kind of work carred -

!

7

0. With refereice to the Honourable Member’s query at page 6 whether the

« order of Government assenting to the abolition of the cess was announced to the
ryots concerned, it is submitted that G.O., No. 200, dated lst April 1895, was placed
on the Editors’ Table, and that the Board has received ‘several petitions from the
ryots praying that the cess should continue to be levied, the funds collected being
utilized in maintaining the minor distributary and branch ghannels on which the
jrrigation cess has not hitherto been spent, but which the villagers were managing
among themselves. 1t seems clear that the ryots are aware of the order of Govern-

ment assenting to the discontinuance of the cess.

C.R.
8-11-98.
Secretary—
N.EM.

10-11-98.

1 do not see how the Honourable Member’s scheme at A above could be brought
under any of our recognized modes of financial arrangement ; but the Financial
Department may be consulted on the point.

G.8.F.
11-11-98.

To the Financial Depariment u.o.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

To Chief Secretary—

The Government having in 1895 approved the discontinuance of the voluntary
cess levied in the Trichinopoly -district
for the conservaney of certain irrigation
channels and called for further informa-

tion on the subjeet, the question is now
raised of providing the best means of assuring the regular and systematic execution
of the works on which the irrigation of the villages depends.

9. The Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Settlement suggests that the necessary
funds might be annually provided by
means of a beriz deduction and placed at
the disposal of the Revenue Dapartment
so that the conservancy of the channels and the regulation and distribution of water-
sapply may, us at present, be left in the hands of the Tahsildars. As, however, the
actual charges vary according to the circumstances of each year and a definite
amount canuot therefore be fixed, the Collector and the Board of Revenue would
treat the cost of the works as a charge on the general revenues, a special annuaal
allotment being placed at the disposal of the Board with the grant for minor irrigation

works.
3. As pointed out by the Honourable Member, allotments on a budget system
cannot afford the same certainty that

Vide margin of paragraph 1, 7 and 8 of the conservancy of the irrigation chan-
Revenue Department note. nels will be regularly attended to as a

< gspecial fund would do; since in times of financial pressure the allotment for minor
irrigation works would, like other allotments, be subject to reduction and the special
claims of these channels would be lost s1_ght of. Thq Honourable Member, therefore,
considers that the position would be quite safe if a fixed allotment could be obtained
corresponding to the amount now collected, by a deduction from the village beriz.
The Honourable Member is doubtful whether Government pould make such an
arrangement under existing financial rules and the matter is referred to the Financial

Department for remarks.

4. As a beriz deduction in this
for forming a special fund to be devote
orders of the Government of India.

Paragraph 8 of G.O., No. 200, Revenue, dated
Lst April 1895.

Paragraph 8 of Revenue Department note.

case would be practically an alienation of revenue
d to a special purpose, it would require the -
There is besides the practical difficulty
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raised by the Collector on the same suggestion made b -5
namely, that the actual charges vary acgoﬁ-ding to the cix)"ctglﬁst]:ﬁg:: {)fcgal:zllrlmj::t)‘ne;;
g v b} s

that a definite amount cannot well be fixed for makine thi
ng th :
cases, however, averages are generally taken ; and if thisg canmbtg1 3(})[:1(;“:[1;1 ‘1;1§1 8;1 o
that no loss of revenue or additional charges are involved in the Plzoplos; C( ;lilxr
e

enhanced assessment imposed at the resettlement i

Government of India would, it is thought, have no obﬁr;’t‘i’(l)([ile:o i;)l['l tt_he (ﬁlarge) the
beriz deduction and to the formation of the deducted amount into aCBIOu. tl e proposed
_apphed to the special purpose for which it is required. The robp(l%)cl1a o g
involved is estimated at Rs. 25,000 against probable annual cost

which there i o
lying to the credit of the Cess Fund. ere 1s at present Rs. 26,000

F.A. D’C. v
12-12-98.

Before returning the papers to Revenue the A 3
unofficially. P 1¢ Accountant-General may be consulted

CMS. -4
22-12-98.
To the Accountant-General u.o.

G.S.
31-12-98,

ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE.

Government of India sanction will be necessary to any alienation of
the constitution of any separate fund, Chapter 17, Civil Accountn (())odgevzri‘t]iilor
283-4 (1) (2) (9) and 267. ) es
T. Heskern Biges.
23-1-99.
To Chief Secretary—

Submitted that the papers may now go back u.o. to Revenue.
C.M.S.
26-1-99.
To Revenue Depariment w.o.

G.8S.
27-1-99.

To the Under Secretary— VENUE DEPARTMENT.
Submitted for orders as to whether the Gove

The note of the Financial Department has n rnment of India should be addressed.

Member. ot been circulated to the Honourable
C.R- L [ ¥ - A
27-1-99. : e 3
Secretary_
N.E.M.
30-1-99.

To the Hon’ble Mr. Winterbotham—
5 »  Mr. Arundel—

Any finaneial arrangement '
will require the sanetiongof the ,(:g:(l:rz:ntellllaétoguggested P SR R

Th ol ; India.
ik ee?ﬁ%r(l)ggz frlorgoy}v‘fis 11ihe allocation of the charges of irrigation works against
ot oﬁuces L vl e e le the irrigation revenue is derived. The plan, therefore,
iotr principle which may form a dangerous precedent. The question

9

does not seeﬁl to have been conside_req from _this .point_of view. Is the Government
. of India also likely to approve & principle W‘hwh, if carried out to any serious extent,
would hamper their general budget control ? :
G.S.F.
¢ 30-1-99.

I quite agree as to the great desirability off e?m-marking a certain sum as
absolutely essential for the annual upkeep of the Trichinopoly korambus.

A certain sum 7ust be allotted annually for the upkeep of the Cauvery irriga-
tion system, and I should have thought that, if Government now unanimously and
clearly lays it down that the provision of Rs. 25,000 annually 1s indispensably
necessary for this special purpose, and must not on any ‘account be left unprovided
for, we <hould be strong enough to adhere to this resolution.

I am not sure, however, whether this would divide the cost (gs it .should)
between Imperial and Provincial in the same proportion as the revenue 1s divided.

The circumstances are so very special that I think the Government of India
might consent to the plan of deduction from beriz.

Might we not say that, unless this is agreed to, Government proposes to reduce
the land assessment by the amount of the voluntary cess and continue the latter,
though much averse to this alternative ?

The question of ‘refund for the past four years is an awkward one, but I would
plead that the refund ought to be granted.

H. M. W[INTERBOTHAM |.
2-2-99.

I am quite ready to ask India.
AT.A.
3-2-99.

.

To Under Secretary—

Please see draft letter to India submitted below for issue in the Financial
Department. Orders regarding the abolition of the voluntary irrigation cess, &e.,
cannot be passed until the receipt of the reply from the Government of India.

C.R.
9-2-99.
Secretary—
N.E.M.
18-2-99.
I have supplemented the draft a little : please fill in the figures in paragraphs 4
and 6—the latter approximately if available.
As the plan is exceptional, we must bring out that we recognize that,

The letter should go to Revenue Department of the Government of India. If
they approve the scheme they will obtain sanction in the Financial Department of

India.
Has Financial Department any remarks fo offer on the draft ?

G.8.F.
24-2-99,

To the Financial Department u. o.

Financrar, DEPARTMENT.

To Chief Secretary—

There appears to be no objection to the draft below being accepted, but in the
event of the Government of India refusing to sanction the beriz deduction proposed
and requiring the charge to be provided for in the regular way under 43. Mixor
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Irrication Works, that Government should be addressed in view to three-fourths of

the charge being borne by Imperial, that being the extent to which Imperial is ats-
present benefited by the enhanced assessment that is being levied. e '

F.A.D’C.
9-3-99.
C.M.S.
9-3-99.
To the Revenue Department u. o.
G.S. {
10-3-99.

REVENUE DEpARTMENT.
To Under Secretary—

For orders as to whether the draft may be issqed as it stands. Thig department ]
has said that ¢ The only alternative to
such an arrangement (¢ e., beriz deduc-

tion) is_ to reduce the assessment by an
amount equal to the cess and to continue the coll‘eetwn.of the cess. This eontiugéney
will be considered when the Government of India replies,

V.K.M.
11-3-99.

C.R.
11-3-99.

Secretary— 42

Page 7 of the draft letter.

The draft seems, I submit, sufficient as it stands. We need not further anticipate
future contingencies.

. 13-3-99.
Henourable Member and Circulate—

Please see draft below for approval. The point indicated by the Financial
Department will be taken up if necessary on receipt of India’s reply to the present
communication.

G 8.F.
14-3-99.
I approve the draft,

HM.W.
16-3-99.

It makes out a stronger cage than I expected. T only hope it will carry sufficient

cogeney with it.

. b
18-3-99.

AEH. :
27-8-99,
Issue.

G.S.F.
28-3-99,

NEM X
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- Paragraph 12 of B. P, dated 2nd May 1895,  irrigation-cess levied under some of the
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2 Poarp oF ReveNve (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. AND Acrr), No. 280, 411 Ave. 1898.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(RevENUE SETTLEMENT, LaND REcorps anp AGRICULIUKE).

y
. \]
\

Reap—the following letter from M.R.Ry. M. ADINARAYANAIYAH Géru, Rao .
Bahadur, Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Party No. V, now in \
charge of Party No. 11I, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue -
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and A griculture, i |
dated, Cocanada, 10th July 1896, No. 228-B, :— :

I have the honour to submit the re-
Paragraph 8 of G.0., No. 200, dated st April port called for in the papers marginally
1895. ¥ noted in connection with the voluntary

gt ¥
£

—

No. 105. irrigation channels in the Trichinopoly

District.

9 In the scheme for the resettlement of t_he Trichinopoly District, only that
portion of the Distriet which comes under tlge influence of the irrigation from the.
rivers Cauvery, Coleroon, Amardvati and Nandiyar was proposed to be reclassified, the
resettlement of the rest of the District being left to be carried out on the basis of a ,_
percentage enhancement of the existing rates of assessment with reference to the rige Y

in prices. In discussing the increase, which might be imposed on the area proposed e

to be reclassified, the Board in paragraph 24 of its Proceedings, dated the 4th J anuary \
1895, No. 2, observed that it would be desirable that the revaluation and revision of (\é"
assessment of the lands on which t'he irrigation cess is collected should proceed on the

assumption that the work on which the voluntary contributions are expended will

hereafter be done at the cost of the State, and that the collection of voluntary contri-

butions will cease. Government, in paragraph 8 of G.()., dated the Ist April 1895,

No. 200, was of opinion that the levy of the cess should certainly be discontinued

but urged that the question as to what portion of the work on which the cess collec.

tions have been hitherto spent should be done by Government and what portion by

the ryots needed careful consideration, and therefore called for fuller information on

the subject.

3. The irrigation cess represents the commuted money-value of the labour which
each landholdefr was l?,ound by custom to contribute for the conservancy of the
chunnels. Owing to disputes and want of unanimity among the ryots, the enforce-
ment of the labour contribution was found to be g very diﬁicﬁlt task. ’fhis difficulty
was particularly felt in the case of the larger channels, owing to the obligation to
furnish labour in their case devolving on a large number of villages, andbthe cess

system was therefore gradually introduced as the best e )
r§ot shall pay for his fair share of labour. S okry o enuriig tust ey

4. This money payment system was first introduced tentativelv for a year in 4
1857 under Extract Minutes of Consultation, No, 286, dated the 9th February 1857
in connection with the Cauvery channels irrigating the lands in the Lélgudi Division  Jpe
of the Trichinopoly Taluk ; and the arrangement having proved satisfactory, it was _ °

G.0s, No. 1623, dated 13th August 1861,.and No. 5581, dated SUbsequen.t]y eXte.n d-
12th October 1885 .. _ .. .. .. . .. .. Trichinopoly Talax, €4 from time to time
G.0., No. 143, dated 4th February 1885, and B.P., No. 2594, : under the orders
dated 151:114\;)‘(1;1]?‘:182;;’,4 ar&d e@‘é?s,hNg' b971', dated 28th Noy- il tod
ber 1890, and No. 134, dat th February 1894 ,, . Kulitalas margin noive
G.i;!.‘, No. 45,’ dated 18th Jannary 1890 0 4 plitalai Taluk, 2 Y

. Musiri Taluk.
« Udaiyérpalaivam Taluk.
+ Perambalar Taluk,

to some other more
important channels

: connected with the
Caunvery and Coleroon in the other Taluks of the District, and also to a small river ,

channel from the Vellar irrigating about 149 acresin g village in the Perambaliir Taluk.

G.0., No. 2699, dated 15th November 1867
G.0., No. 513, dated 10th June 1891
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.The extension of the cess to the Kulitalai, Musiri and Perambalir Taluks is compara-
tively of recent date.

5. The cess system was introduced in each case with the consent of the ryots,
and the collections are made at certain prescribed rates, under the ordinary revenue
recovery procedure (Act No. 1T of 1864), on muchilikas or agreements taken from the
pattadars. The conservancy of the channels is looked after by the Revenue Depart-
ment, the Tabsildars exergising supervision over the establishments maintained for
the purpose. Since the introduction of the cess system, there has been little or no
complaint as to inadequacy of water-supply and the arrangement has worked satis-
fuctorily both in the interests of Government and of the ryots.

6. There are altogether fifteen main or independent river-channels in connection
with which the cess is now collected. Thirteen of these are econnected with the
“auvery ; and of the remaining two—one issues from the Coleroon and the other from
the Vellar—as already noted. The lands under all the above channels, excepting the
last one, have been reclassified.

7. The principal item of work connected with the conservancy of the channels is
the construction and maintenance of korambus or temporary dams built up with sand,
earth, twigs, bushes and grass. When the supply in the river runs low, these dams
are put up to divert and conduct water to the channel-heads. When there is a large
volume of water in the river, there is no need for korambus. With each fresh in the
river, the temporary dams are swept away, and as often as the supply in the river
falls low, they have to be remewed. The korambu system is not needed and does
not obtain in the Tanjore district. It is also prohibited there by the Public Works
Department as being detrimental to the proper training of the narrow and well-regu-
lated river courses of that District. In Trichinopoly, owing to the greater and practi-
cally uncontrolled breadth of the Cauvery and Coleroon rivers, the available supply
escapes, when the river falls low, into devious and scattered courses, und the con-
struction of the temporary dams is necessary to collect and lead the water to the
channel-heads.

8. This korambu work is of importance only under the Cauvery and Coleroon
channels, and it must be noted here that the irrigation from these channels has been,
in consideration of its more or less abundant character, classed high in the resettle-
ment. The Cauvery channels have, for the most part, been placed in the first class
except where they are inferior and drainage sources, and the Ponneri channel which
is the chief channel from the Coleroon has been placed in the second class. As regards
the Amardvati and Nandiyar channels, the lands under which also have been reclassi-
fied, there is very little or no korambu work donme in connection with them. The
principal item of work in connection with them is the clearance of silt from the
individual channels of the villages which is essentially “ Kudimaramal” work and is
attended to by the ryots themselves. The irrigation from both the Amardvati and
Nandiyiar has been in the resettlement graded sufficiently low, being placed in the
third class.

9. It must be observed here that in the reclassified tract there are some Cauvery
channels not brought under the cess system, but in respect of which korambu work
similar to that done for the channels managed under the lrrigation cess system is
carried out by the ryots amongst themselves.

10. For the purpose of the present reference, the small Vellar channel in the
Perambaldr Taluk may be omitted from consideration. There is no korambu work -
“one in connection with this channel, and the lands under it have also not been re.
classified. Out of the cess collections under this channel amounting annually to
Rs, 93-2-0, an establishment is maintained of two coolies paid at Rs. 3 each per mensem
who simply attend to the removal of ordinary silt and petty repairs. So also the
Amardvati and Nandiyar channels may be omitted from consideration for the reasons
stated in paragraph 8 supra. There thus remain the Cauvery and the Coleroon
channels only, in respect of which the question of irrigation cess_requires consider-
ation. Whatever treatment is adopted as regards the Cauvery and Coleroon channels
which now pay irrigation cess, must also be extended to the other Cauvery channels
under which no cess is at present levied, but in respect of which also work " similar to




— - o I Rt 4 —— s S e S e e
o T e e R S RN ——— et e s e S
. - —_—

e e =]

B e P VDS N A G Sy .

f ‘
4 DBoarp or Revenve (Rev. Serr.. L. Ros. aNp Acrr.), No. 280, 41u Ave. 1898.

o

A P ARSI AAAAA, Ar ARANAASAAAANANAAAAALA A

that done on those paying eess is performed by the ryots themselves. There are five
such channels managed by the ryots amongst themselves. They are all of them
connected with the Cauvery and situated in the Musiri Talok. The names of the
channels and the areas irrigated by them are noted below :—

Taluk. River'system, l Name of channel. "ﬁ?:&;
Acs.

(| Sriramasamudram Voikal o o 760-15

Seelapulaputhur do. £ 33 656°57

Musiri ,, .. | Cauvery Musiri Natta do. %% r 1,971:72

Awur do. " ‘o 39388

t Konasilam do. ik o 36320

Total .. | 4,13552

11. Detailed statements obtained from the Tahsildars showing the cess collections,
the rates of cess, the expenditure for conservancy and establishment, and the nature
of the work done under the several channels managed under the cess system are
appended to this letter. The collections and expenditure shown in these statements
are the averages on the figures of the three years ending with Fasli 1303 (1893-94)
and amount, respectively, to Rs. 20,719 and Rs. 17,060 exclusive of the figures
relating to the Vellar channel in the Perambalir Taluk. The actuals for the five years
from Fasli 1300 (1890-91) to Fasli 1304 (1894-95) are noted below : —

Fasli. Collection. Expenditure.
RS. RS.
1200 (18004DF) ok | a8 Ml 3 b Lo o D SDRBHL VA 16880
1301 (1891-92) ... ses 20,010 19,238
1302 (1892-93) ... wel e 22357 18918

ES03-CEEREBAY L 0ilp sy 3 g IS i iariaay oo igglgey
1804 (@9048)" L, L T T LT T 25,1287 94 5o :

tz.—'The receipts and expenditure for Fasli 1304 are high. This is due to the imposition of cess on the 1
irrigft‘:e; by the bra.nlc)h channel of the Nangam voikal and partly due to the collection of arrears, The excess underaz;g:
other head is due to a larger expenditure having been incurred by the Public Works Department on the construction
of the Ponneri and the Musiri Nattu voikal channels.

12. The rate of cess is not uniform for the several channels. The establishment
and other charges of the different channels vary. So also do the areas irrigated by
them. The rate of cess for each channel is so regulated as to cover its expenses
leaving a small margin. Under some channels, there are more than one rate of coss.
There is one rate for direct irrigation, another for irrigation by Bt SN Shd
for what is called surplus irrigation. The rate for irrigation by lift appears to have
been fixed at three-fourths of 1':he rate for direct flow., The so-called surplus irrigation
refers to irrigation from drainage sources, but in fact, much of the irrigation thus
classed for cess purposes is practically irrigation from main sources, with only a partial
admixture at some seasons of the surplus overflowing adjacent fields.

13. A statement is subjoined showing the several ra i :
collected and the extent falliilg under eachgrate e s at which the cess is

- ichino- e et s iy &z
Rate per acre Tr;(:)l;x o | Kulitalai. Musiri, g?ﬁ?’a{; Total, Percentage
olf cet;!(sl g of area under, Remarks.
collected. Extent. Extent. Extent. Extent. Extent. iy o
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

B8, A. B. ACB. ACB. Acs. Acs. ACS. A
100 § i 859-71 . 329-71 P The extents entered
012 0 6'008~2; 2,639-24 s 3,788-28 6 in this statement
010 0 ’364'44 --1 2 6,008:22 7 are saccording to
R NETO 7] gSI . 1,079.25 1 the Revenue ac-
08 0 e 12527 Vi 79106 1 counts and are not
07,0 1/958-33 5 .. 1,225°70 2 the survey areas
0’60 . ) 8770 4,159-27 6,205°30 7 according ‘to the
a4 0 :!_58'42 . - .o 76842 1 recent resurvey.
030 23,063-21 o o o 23,063-21 28

0 2 0 80,389-35 o . . 30,389'36 36

o 1.0 10,192:66 |/ . / . . 10,192:66 12

Total 64,403°64 | 10,771:62 | 4,49673 |  4,15927 | 83,83116 100
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+ 14, TRuis shows that in the Trichinopoly Taluk, there is under no channel a higher
rate than four annas per acre, and that even this rate applies to a small area, 75842
acres. The bulk of the area paying cess in this Taluk makes a contribution at from
one anna to three annas only per acre. The rates levied in the other Taluks are
comparatively higher. Bat it is in the Trichinopoly Taluk that the largest portion of
the area paying cess occurs. Of the total extent of 88,831:16 acres paying cess, no
less than 64,403-64 acres or 706'8 per cent. are in the Trichinopoly Taluk, and the
contribution made by this large extent is at very light rates. This is due chiefly to
the fact that some of the main channels in this Taluk command large areas and affect
a large number of villages, and that in consequence a much smaller acreage rate is
sufficient to maintain them in order than is required in the case of channels having
smaller ayacuts (irrigated areas) under them.

.. 15. The following abstract exhibits in Taluk detail the reclassified area in compa-
rison with the area paying cess, and also the cess collections and expenditure for each
Taluk:—

b — il

Amount collec-

Average ex- :
Name of the Area re- | Lxtenton | Difference avt:gt;: ot? tGhe penditure on the l?i’;i’fl:rceeﬁcze&
Talok. classified. |Which cess | of °°lumus‘three last Faslis Inat three years columns 5 and Remarks.

is levied. | 2 and 3, ending. with ending with 8.

Fasli 1303, Fusli 1308.

1 2 3 4 5 6 v 8

Acs. Acs, ACS. B A Pu | mEc A B R§. A. P,
The figures in col-

Trichinopoly ., | 58,062:05 | 64,403:64 |-4-6,341-59'( 10,289 2 0| 8,96¢ 6 10 1,384 11 2 | umn 2 represent
Kulitalai oo | 12,312:8¢ | 10,771'52 |—1,541°12( 5,937 15 9 | 5,098 10 7 839 5 2| the mnew Survey
Musiri ., “.|10,643-99 | 4,496'73 |—6,147-26 | 3,067 10 5| 2.89¢ 6 10 173 8 7| areas. The figures
Udaiyérpélaiyam.| 5,130-23 | 4,159:27 |—1,020-96 1,424 10 4 | 1,012 3 4 412 7 0| incolumn 3 are

the Revenue areas
according to the
Revenue accounts.

Total .. |86,195-91 |83,831-16 |—2,367-75 | 20,719 6 6| 17,959 11 7 2,759 10 11

16. In the Trichinopoly Taluk the reclassified area is less than the area which
pays cess. This is due mainly to the fact that the cess paying area includes also lands
irrigated by tanks fed by river channels. According to the seheme for the resettlement
of the District, these lands have not been reclassified, though the group valuation of
the tanks themselves has heen raised wherever necessary. In the other Taluks, the
reclassified area exceeds the area which pays cess. This is due to a portion of the
reclassified area appertaining to channels and rivers not falling under the irrigation
cess system. Lands irrigated by the Amarivati and Nandiyar rivers and by some
Cauvery channels, the conservancy of which is managed by the ryots themselves, are
thus included.

17. The detailed statements appended to this letter and referred to in paragraph
11 above, show that the principal items of expenditure met from the cess collections
are—
(1) Pay of establishments at the head sluices and along the main channels to
regulate the supply of water into them and into the minor channels dependent on
them. These establishments are known as ¢ Korambu establishments *’.

(- (2) The construetion and repairs of korambus under the supervision and with

th aid of the above-establishments and of temporary coolies employed from time to
time.

(3) Purchase of tools, contingencies, &e.

(4) Also silt clearance when necessary. This is done chiefly on the main
channels and not on the individual village distributaries. The eclearance of silt from
the latter and the execution of the necessary repairs to them are carried out by the
ryots of the villages concerned.

18. The Korambn establishments above referred to also attend to the planting of
trees on the banks of the channels controlled by them and to the conservaney of the
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poramboke river Padugais (¢.e. of the lands lying between the bed of < river and
the flood protection embankments), from which they take the stakes, bushes, grass,
&e., required for the construction of korambus.

19. The repair and construction of korambus, the maintenance of establishments
for the regulation and distribution of water, and the clearance of silt are thus the main
objeets for which the cess collections are utilized. The construetion of masonry works
and sluices are not recognized to be legitimate charges on the Cess Fund, though
unspent balances have been on some occasions expended on such works. 1t must be
noted here that previous to the introduction of the cess, small establishments of
lasears had been maintained by the Public Works Department at the cost of Govern-
ment to look after the conservancy of the

channels. These establishments were
B %“eg 1t Ocfober 1891, - ‘ transferred to the Revenue Department,
-P., No. 301, dated 18th April 1892, ; ¥ 1 % efit .
@.0., Revenue Department, No. 2743, dated When the cess was introduced, the charges
9th June 1892. on their account being ordered * to be
debited to the Cess Fund. Thus some

charges originally borne by Government are now defrayed from the cess collections.

20. The necessity for the construction of korambus has already been explained,
and the following is a brief account of the manner in which the regulation and distri-
bution of water in connection with the large main channels and the minor distribu-
taries dependent on them is managed under the cess system. The arrangements
from the river up to the village channels are controlled by the Revenue authorities
with the aid of the korambu establishments maintained out of the cess coliections.
After the water has been let into the village channels, it passes under the control of
the villagers themselves, and its further distribution between them is regulated by
eustom, any disputes being referred to and settled by the Tahsildars. Each main
channel has its establishment of shuttermen, divers, coolies, &e., with a maniyagar at
its head. Some of the more important channels have also an amin over the
maniyagar to superintend the conservancy arrangements. Each main channel has a
head sluice. When the riveris full, the establishment is employed in letting into
the channel just as much water as would be enough to supply all the villagers without
causing any damage to the banks. Most of the village channels have masonry sluices
from the main ehannél and the shutters at these sluices are also regulated according
to the wants of each village under the superintendence of a maistry who has charge
of the whole or half the length of the main channel according to its importance. In
the case of the smaller main channels this work is managed by the channel maniyagar
without a separate maistry being employed for the work. ~Each shutterman is in
charge of the sluices of three or four village channels. When the supply in the river
runs Ipw. great care is required in the proper distribution of water. The shutters of
the village channels are generally let down at this season ; the water that escapes
through the apertures between the shutters, or, ir some cases through the space of
one or two of the shutters which are kept out on purpose, is sufficient for the wants of
the villagers ; the rest of the shutters are chained and locked. The keys of these
locks are generally in charge of the Tahsildar, and in those cases where chains and
locks are not provided owing to the absence of masonry sluices, the maistry or the
maniyagar, as the case may be, shuts up the viliage channels by mud dams and opens
them according to the wants of each village and in proportion to the supply available
in the main channel, The villagers can, at any time, if they are badly treated,

* G.0,, Public Works Department, No. 2631,

represent their grievances to the Tahsildars, who attend to their complaints without{s

delay. When the supply in the main channel goes so low that the water only g({is
half way along its whole length, the village channels in the upper half of the main
channel are shut up and the apertures also between the shutters are blocked up with
straw. The available supply is thus carried down to the lower end of the channel,
and the water distributed commencing with the last village on the channel.

21. The korambu heads of some of the channels are situated at great distances
from many of the villages irrigated by them. For instance, the Uyyakondan channel
which irrigates about 23,000 acres and has to eonvey water down to the villages
situated in the eastern end of the Trichinopoly Taluk, has its korambu head far away

AP AR A AR ARSI A AT IS
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+ in the Kulitalai Taluk. It is difficult to conceive that if the villagers were left to

hey would be able to manage the korambu or water regulation of this
(tzllljzrxfzgiv::t?isgagarily. The difficulty may not be so serious Whel‘ﬁ the njl:tu; c?:‘;l:tﬁls
are small works, irrigating single villages, or a limited number of th lelm. . n .po - bg
it is this which accounts for some of the Cauvery channels still continuing
e 38 d by the ryots. But even among the fifteen channels managed under the cess
oy the{'e are gome small works, and the fact that the ryots concerned have found

?g ixtl‘i)r;le; advantageous to call in the aid of Government, shows that under such works

i : i . In clause 3, paragraph 24 of its Proceedings,
o ;heg‘ete? :&:Zﬁ ?Tzzﬁat(};rﬁlig{l)g{Department of ; [Eeveltl’ue Settlement, Land Records
DL%. dor?culture), the Board observes that “ the collection of the cess isin gself an
:dmfss?on that the work is of a nature that the ryots cannot perform w(lith.c%ulg ro:ez(';:;
ment assistance.”  This is particularly true of the larger channels, and if in resp

“* of them Government undértakes to do a portion of the work, the same course must be

adopted in the case of the smaller channels also, more especially as the acreage cost
under the latter is relatively much higher.

22. Government has already, as noted in paragraph 2 aléqve, g_xxl)::;sedhthi:
opinion that the levy of the voluntary irrigation cess should be 17;:3;1 11:?1is R
e e Gt patt froms e oera consiloraion tht it s undesirabl

however, observe that apart from the gener )
;Tl];)tr,Governm;nt should und[:ertake the collection of a cess dep%ndigg i)ln \é(;lfl;lizzay
assent, which, however easily realised in the past, cannot :alwafys be 0fg§( hfe e
the levy of the cess requires reconsideration from the pomnt o vtl}(:w yo st
assessments imposed at the recent resettlement, and also beeauset ec oA t}; ph A
expended on purposes, which, under the present circumstances a ?ﬁz K1 e lhay
of them, it appears to me, be fairly held to be a proper cha,rgti1 on the oAb
be urged that the rates of cess al‘; pr?is’entlz) paid 39 the %\glk?,%fot ;ata;'ga 25(15 ; }2 A
ig d that as under Board’s Proceedings, No. 330, _

‘ig?% lgol{lgc,h?tlzltion was made on the classification results, the cess may 11)9 ch:stlzgiﬁ
and that 1o objection can be taken to the purposes to which it is '1?111)? 1eduction 54
expenditure has been long acquiesced in and is justified by custom. ‘Lhe I;e e
the classification figures, though it is a measure of relief, was, it gms i
effected on the general ground that the resultg. were somewhat hlgh and require 5 b
moderated. Referring to the objects on which the cess eollections are ext%enﬁn, $
appears to me that the charge for conservancy up to the point where the h;ge
channels are reached should at present be borne by Government, whatexlrer_mz:y v-
been|the propriety of debiting such charges to the Cess Fund under the emenhasfsetxi&lfe
ments of the old settlement. Moreover, as has already been pointed out, much_oh ot
work, so far as the large main channels are concerned, is of a character which the
ryots can never be expected to perform by themselves.

i i i 1 ith refer-
23. Assuming then that the cess will be discontinued, my proposals, wi
ence to the questign as to what portion of the work should be done by Government
and what portion by the ryots, are that Government should undertake—

(1) the construction and repair of korambus so as to maintain the requisite
supply in the main channels ; £9 Sy »
ancy of the main channels and the regulation and distribution
& thgfc;)viigvfron{ them up to the point where the village individual channels
begin ; ]
(3) silt clearance when necessary from the main channels.
The work which ryots should be required to do is—
(1) the clearance of silt from their own village channels ; 5
istributi i , their own
the distribution of water among themselves after it has reache ;
) :illzwe channels from main channels or from korambu heads. .A village
for this purpose may be taken to be the village formed by clubbing at the
recent resurvey and so treated in the settlement aceounts.
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24. The above arrangements are practically identical with those adopted under

all the large systems of irrigation. The power does not exist at present for enforcing
effectively collective communal action, and reliance on * Kudimaramat, ” except

within narrow limits, is undesirable where large revenues are concerned.

25. 1f the above arrangements are approved by Government as regards the
channels managed under the cess system, they should be extended also to the five

present controlled by the ryots them-

other Cauvery channels in the Musiri Taluk at
selves and specified at the end of paragraph 10 above,

26. The effect of the above proposals is practically this, that Government will
have to do at its cost all the work that is now done from the cess collections, except-
ing perhaps some silt clearance in some of the smaller channels, and it will have

also to extend the work to the five Cauvery channels now managed by the ryots
themselves,

27. The average annual expenditure from cess
ending Fasli 1304 (1894-95)is Rs. 19,832, 1If, therefore, an annual provision of
Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 25,000 is made for channel conservaney, it will be quite ample for
all purposes. The exact cost of the establishments, &o., required can be worked ouf in
detail hereafter if the proposals submitted in this letter are approved. The amount
allotted should, it is submitted, be grantdd as a beriz deduction and placed at the
disposal of the Revenue Department, so that the conservancy of the channels and the
regulation. and distribution of the water-supply may, as at present, be left in the
hands of the Tahsildars. Th;

e Tahsildars from their intimate knowledge of the require-
ments of the several villages and from their accessibility are in a position to manage
the channels more satisfactorily than any other agency, and so far as I have been able
to ascertain from my enquiries in various parts of the District, the ryots are strongly
averse to the management of the channels being taken away from the Tahsildars. Such
a change moreover seems unnecessary.

proceeds during the five years

SraTeMeNT regarding the irrigation cess, UdaiyArpslaiyam Taluk.

) _ Whether there
Name of the Amount Average : 1s any work that
Name of the | channelin | p .- . | Extent |eollected on | expenditure Itemshz? qxpem}:tnre hthe "13'0‘5 do
river or other | connection cess per |O% Which| the average | on the last ekalplgg what | themselves apart
system of irri- | with which a.ur!om cess is |of the 3 bast | 8 yoars Worh is done for from that done
gation. the cess is now . lovied. [Faslis ending' ending Fasli the amount by Government
levied 1303. 1303, collected. and referred to
' in the preceding
colamn.
1 2 3 4 b 8 7 8
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28. I regret the delay which has occurred in the submission of this report. It is
due to the pressure of the resettlement work when it was in progress and to the time

taken up in collecting the required information. Some information called for from
the Musiri Tahsildar was received only on the 29th ultimo.

o

R —)
‘,"‘,‘g 4

B e

Boagp or Revenue (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. AND AGRL), No. 280, 4ra Ave. 1898.

¢ : ichi ly Taluk.
SrateveNT showing particulars of irrigation cess levied on lands under certain channels in the Trichinopoly
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Endorsement, .

Forwarded to the Colleetor of Trichinopoly for remarks.

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
17th August 1886. Secretary.

Resp—also the following letter from J. K. BATTEN, Esq., Acting Collector of
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement
and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 8th
January 1897, Dis. No. 19-Rev. :—

I have the honour to report on Board’s endorsement, dated 17th August 1896, on
Jetter from the Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Party No. V, No. 228-15;
dated 10th July 169€, submitting his report in connection with the voluntary irrigation
cess levied in this Distriet.

9. As the Deputy Commissioner has given a full account of the origin and
history of the cess in this District, it is unnecessary for me to repeat it.

3. I thoroughly agree with the Deputy Commissioner in considering that the
cess should be abolished. Mr. Andrew also has left a note to the same effect.
Government, I consider, is bound to make water availuble for lands settled as wet |
and assessed at full wet rates. j

4. As stated by the Deputy Commissioner in paragraph 17 of his letter, the
following are the principal items of expenditure now being met from the Irrigation

(Cess Fund :—

(1) Construction and maintenance of korambus (temporary dams thrown across
the river when it is low to divert water into the channel). :

(2) Pay of establishment at the head of and along the main channels to regu-
late the supply of water into them and into the minor channels. .

(3) Silt clearance of main channels (when Irrigation Cess Funds permit, the
work at other times being carried out entirely at Government expense by the Public
Works Department).

(4) Purchase of tools, conlingencies, &e.—1It is only reasonable that the above
charges, which are necessary to bring the water to the distributary channel of each
village, should be borne by Government, the ryots being left as hitherto to look after
the minor distributary channels pertaining to their respective villages.

5. 1 differ from the Deputy Commissioner, though Mr. Andrew agreed with him,
as regards his proposal to provide a fixed annual grant by making a fixed beriz
deduction to meet the above-mentioned charges. 1 consider it undesirable to settle
on a fixed sum, as the actual charges will vary according to the circumstances of each
year. Moreover as the special cess is to be abolished, I think it would be well to
take advantage of the opportunity to get rid of all unusual methods of meeting the
cost together with the extra account work necessitated by such special procedure, and
1o approximafe the procedure to that of Districts where the special irrigation cess
has never existed. In my opinion the expenses now met by the speqal cess _shm_xld
be budgeted for year by year, either in the Revenue Department like minor urigation
expenses or in the Public Works Department as the case may be. I can soef;‘{o
adequate reason for making these works a charge on the particular villages, rather
than a eharge on the general revenue.

6. I agree with the Deputy Commissioner in his proposal as regards tl}\}e ﬁx\:
Cauvery channels in Musiri Taluk mentioned in paragraph 10 of his letter. 0 ;luro
gation cess is levied under these channels, but the necessary works of llhe na X
deseribed in paragraph 4 above are being carried out by the ryots themse vles. gt®
the circumstances of these channels are identical with those of the channe Es u e
which the cess is levied, I think that Government should carry cut the works m
tioned in paragraph 4 in the case of these channels also.

A
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7. For the reasons stated in paragraph 8 of the Deputy Commissioner’s letter
T think that the above proposals should not be applied to the Amarivati and the
Nandiyar channels, and that the ryots should be leit to do all the necessary work in
connection therewith as hitherto.

8. An irrigation cess is levied in aceordance with G.0., No. 513, Revenue, dated
10th June 1891, under the Perar Kallar channel in Perambalir Taluk, called the
Vellar channel in paragraph 10 of the Deputy Commissioner’s letter The Deputy
Commissioner considers that this channel need not be taken into consideration as the
lands -under it were not reclassified, but for the sake of uniformity it might be well
to abolish the cess and take the work under Government. The land under it on
which cess is levied measures only 145:66 acres and the cess is Rs. 93-2-0.

9. In addition to the above a cess called Niranikkam fee, not mentioned by the
Deputy Commissioner, varying from 1 to 7 anunas an acre and amounting in all 10
about Rs. 600 a year, is being levied under five other channels in Peramhalir Taluk for
many years past, though without formal sanction, as reported in this office letter to
the Board, Dis. No. 1127, dated 3rd July 1896. A tabular statement showing details
of the Niranikkam fees thus levied is herewith submitted. In view of the fact that
the cess is proposed to be abolished in the case of all the other channels in the District,
it may be considered desirable that the cess under these channels should be disconti-
nued. Either the ryots may be left to do the necessary work required by kudi-
maramut, as in the case of the Amardvati and Nandiyar channels; or in my opinion
the better course as there is a-cess, the channels should be treated like the channels
where there is now a regular cess. The lands under these channels like those under
the Perar Kallar have not been reclassified. = Neither the Perar Kallar nor these five
channels have any korambus, and the only expense incurred is the pay of small
establishments kept for petty repairs, &e.

10. Adverting to Board’s reference, dated Tth November 1896, on Petition
Registers Nos. 867 and 904, of 1896 and Board’s reference, dated 11th December 1890,
on Petition Register No. 1081 of 1896, presented by the ryots of Siplaputtur and
Tottiyam villages in Musiri Taluk, I have the honour to state that under the proposals
above made, the petitioners will be relieved of all work in connection with the
korambus and main channels, which is now earried out at their cost.

11. The several petitions sent to me with the references noted on the margin
contain two prayers :—.

" (@) That the cess; which is proposed
to be abolished, should continue to be
levied as the funds so eollected can be
utilized in maintaining the minor distri-

- butary and branch channels on which the
‘ ; ; s Irrigation Cess Fund has not hitherto
been spent, and which the ryots were managing among themselyes, but not successfully
owing to want of union,

(b) That the works, hitherto carried out from the Irriga,tion Cess Fund 1in con-
nection with the korambus and main channels should continue to be executed by the
Revenue Department and not transferred to the Public Works Department,

I think that these two questions meed not be deeided until Government has

(1) BP. (Settlement), dated 5th October
.~ 1896, No 1462, Routine.

(2) B.P. (Settlement), dated 11th December

1896, No. 1883, Routine. :

(8) Board’s Ref. on Petition, dated 11th
December 1896, No. 944,

° actually finally decided to abolish the irrigation cess, but I would offer the following

Y semarks.

12. As to question (), to continue to cess, but to devote the proceeds to distri-
butary work now supposed to be carried out by kudimaramut, would be to perpatuare
a cess, which I think should be abolished. = But the question of distributing water
in the branch chunnels is one of much difficulty. Kven in Districts where there has
never been an irrigation cess, the difficulty of distributing water in minor chaunefs
in villages owing to the want of union among ryots must have been felt, and before
devoting a special cess to the purpose, I think inquiry should b: made as to how the
difficulty has been met in-other Districts. ;

l
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13. As to (h), it is a very important question whether when the cess is abolished .

the work should continue to be done under the Revenug Department as now, or be
transferred to the Public Works Department. In fact, most of the reports riaceived
from subordinate officers on the present reference are chiefly devoted to this point
and all the officers have reported that the work should be l{ept in the hands of the
Revenue Department. Mr. Andrew has also left a note to the same effect, But the
question of transferring the eontrol to the Public Works Department has .not reall
arisen, and when the cess is abolished the management may coniinue under th);
Revenue Department as at present until any question of transferring it to the Public
Works Department is raised. There wiil be many good argumgnts no doubt, on
both sides. ’ :

14. With reference to the petition of the ryots under the Ponnéri channel in the

Udaydrpalaiyam Taluk referred with B.P. (Settlement), No. 1463, Routi ate
October 1896, requesting that the cess may be abolishza’d, I have ,themg:rl:)’ug dzc;dsti?cla :

“ that the proposals now made or in accordance with this pra Thei
9L > er.
the refund of the cess collected in Fasli 1304 is inudmissibIl)e. 4 TG i

15. The Deputy Commissioner’s letter, the Assistant Commissioner’

2 " p mis :

the petitions received with the Board’s references are retumedSI(;l;sg:dilx::atte{ 5 i;nd
enclosed list. _ g to the

=

SEe: .
Excrosure.

StaremenT showing the rate of Niranikkam fees collected on areas irri :
in Perambalar Taluk. o 11 o oL By estaltdhasrasly

Annual expenditure.
Name of villages | Rate of fees | 1xtent on ;
Name of channel. S g LSO I060 Shich casal - nal '
irrigated. peracre. | lovied || €ollections, N“(:If'b“ Rate of
channel | PAY Per | Amount,
goolies. | B0OUM.
: i RS, As P, ACS. R8. A. P
. Tiramandnrai 0 1 g RS. A. 'P.| RS. A. P.
Pennaknnamvmkal..{ Pénit korda i 05 g }351.33 7010 0 { 1 21 8 0 21 '8 0
r ? %6 6 0| 49 2 o
. 30 0 0/ 8 0 0
Kalanivasal .. = o1 0 | & 24 0 g
Ogalar do. .. ogdur o 10 b o (e |ise s o 1 1 {1512 of ‘1619 o
1 700 700
Vadskkalor  do. .. (Vadakkalur.. .| 06 0 | 13005 | 43 0 5 |" 3 |2 5 o S &9
8
- . 92
Athiyur do. .. |Athiyer .. .| 07 0 | 60168 |263 3 o0 { O T B i g
Kilamathur .. 05 0 1 T 000 700
Kilamathur do { Vayalar b 0 :
S ‘ayal it it 3 7 [! 2989 2 |2810 6| 5
Kaipaambur 11| 0 210 B0 A b G e
Total ..
5 667 10 5 o % 627 18 0
R K
esoLuTIoN—No. 280, dated 4th August 1898, g (,I

In paragraph 8 of its order on the

" its resettlement of the Trichinopoly District
{Svo. O%Ot% datled Ist April 1895), Government, while expressing the opiflimy; th:zt?lfe
o )trh Te_ xlflo_ untary irrigation cess collected under a number of irrigation channels
“t_e richinopoly District ¢ should certainly be discontinued,” observed that the
gﬁfﬁlﬁ :sa goe:haa portion of the work on which the cess has hitherto been spent,

- done by Government and what by the ryots, needed careful i i
and accordingly called for further informa.tign on tge 51’1bject. it sl

——

|
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9. The first paper readyabove, which is a report from the Deputy Commissioner,
Rao Bahadur Adinarayana*Iyah Garu, who conducted the resettlement of the
District, deals fully with the question, and the second paper contains the observations
of the Collector of Trichinopoly on the Deputy Commissioner’s report.

3 The Board must express its great regret at the inordinate delay which has
cecurred in sending on the papers to Government. In July 1896, when the report
was received, a new Secretary had just been appointed, who had to learn his work :
the Famine followed, causing great dislocafion of ordinary business; and the office
of Settlement Commissioner has changed hands four times. Every endeavour is being
made to avoid such delays in future.

4, To revert to the irrigation cess, thereare fourteen large and important river-
channels under which the cess is now collected, thirteen of them drawing their supply
from the Cauvery and one from the Coleroon. There is also an insignificant echannel
from the Vellar, under which a cess aggregating a little over Rs. 90 is paid. / The beds
of the Cauvery and Coleroon are very broad, and the volume of water flowilff” therein
varies enormously from time to time, and often dwindles to one, or, several, narrow
streams meandering through a vast expanse of sand. Except when the rivers are in
flood, the river-water has to be diverted to the channel-heads in the flood-banks by the
erection of temporary bunds across the stream, and by clearing temporary channels in
the river-bed. Every fresh in the river washes the dams and temporary channels away,
and as soon as the flood subsides the work has to be done again.

_ Some of these temporary dams are fifteen or twenty miles, or more, distant from the
villages which depend on them for irrigation, and throughout this distance the supply
has to be regulated and distributed so that each village may get its fair share.  In
Trichinopoly, old custom left the cultivators to manage the business for themselves
as well as they could. The difficulties which they experienced in looking after the
temporary dams, and in sharing the trouble and cost, may be easily imagined, and
presumably this exceptional difficulty of maintaining their irrigation supply was one
of the reasons which was held to justify an amazingly lenient assessment on the
Cauvery valley at the original settlemen@ Of late years the difficulty has been
surmounted by the voluntary irrigation cess.

5.FAt the resettlement the lands under these channels have been reclassified and
assessed as (for the most part) under first-class irrigation, a classification which is
incorrect unless Government accepts the cost of keeping-up the water-supply to, and
in, the main channels, under the exceptional and peculiar circumstances of the
locality.y-

Besides the fourteen channels above referred to, there are five others taking off
from the Cauvery, which are equally dependent for their supply on the temporary
dam system ; but which are managed by the ryots themselves without payment of a
voluntary cess. The lands under these five channels have also been reclassified and
assessed on the understanding that Government will undertake the cost of keeping-up
the supply in the main channels,

6. Under the above circumstances the Board concurs with the Deputy Commis-
sioner and Collector that Government should aceept the cost of keeping-up the supply
in the main channels, leaving to the ryots the duty of maintaining the minor distri-
butary and field channels as they do in all other Distriets.

7. With reference, therefore, to the inquiry made by Government as to what
portion of the work now carried out from the Cess Fund should be done by Govern-
ment, the Deputy Commissioner’s recommendation is that the whole of the work so
carried out should be undertaken by Government and the Collector and the Board
support this recommendation.

Including the upkeep of the five channels under which no Cess 1s now levied,
‘the probable annual cost to Government may be taken at about Rs. 25,000,
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The receipts and expenditure under the Cess Fund during the si i
with 189697 are shown in the subjoined statement:— s L o endmg

Balance on
W cia i, Receipts. | Expenditure.| 1st April Remarks
1897. Bt o
R e ENEEL & der
1 2 3 4 5
RS. RS, L
1890 O T e Yo 20,139 16,847 ]
1891-92 : 21,208 19,288
150008 5 A e 23,460 5
RRQT 0475 Lt E T 22,080 20,479 | ,
189495 X (a) 26,998 | (a) 24,520 (a) The recoipts and expenditure for Fasli 1304 are high
o 1Tereunse in receipts is due to the extension of v
the cess to the Jands irrigated by the branch channel a
gf the Nangam voikal and partly also to the eollec-
tlon of arrears, The excess under expenditure is dus
l;) @ larger expenditura having been ingurred by the
‘ thltabggl orks {d)e;;});ar;r?ent on the construction of
inerl and the Musiri N i
1895-96 (6) 29,567 . (c) 40,414 eeee (8) Government securities to ut'!hg d::llln;o:)l;nllgm %ng‘l)l:;
belonging to the Cess Fund were sold in this iear'
Hence the inerease in receipts. :
(¢) The abnormal expenditure during the year was dae
mainly to the systematic clearance of silt effected
by the Public Works Departwent from the Uyya-
kondan channel—ovide G.0., No, 621, F inuni'n’al
dated 11th July 1895. ¢ 4
Abehia 23,684 | (d) 27,544 e (4) The large decrease in expenditure as compared with
: S the preyious year was due to a spacial expendit
Total 1,67,216 1,67,955 mc‘;rmd in the previous year in effecting a ay;r:
matic clearance of gilt  fr r
Average .. 23,888 23,993 chafnel. i

8. Two questions remain to be considered :—
(1) Under what agency should the mangement of the channels be placed ?

The ryots appear on the whole to be satisfied with the management of the
Revenue Department, and are averse to a transfer of the management to the Publie
‘Works Department.

As remarked by the Collector the management may remain with the Tahsildars
until some good reason to the contrary appears. e

(2) How should the necessary funds be annually provided ? ™

The Deputy Commissioner’s proposal is to make an annual al nt 1
beriz deduction; but the Collector considers that it is undesirablelto fli(;lefllégl)iytergigsn%f
as the actual charges will vary according to the cireumstances of each year: that the
funds required should be budgeted for, year by year either in the Revenue Department
like minor irrigation expenses, or in the Public Works Department as the case may be ;
and that the cost of the works should be treated as a charee on the generai revehue.
The Board concurs with the Collector. The expenditure :hould be debited as part of
the annual working expenses of the Cauvery System, which is given credit for about
Rs. 2 lakhs roughly of the enhancement resulting from the resettlement. So long as
the management remains with the Revenue Department, a special annual allotment
may be made and placed at the Board’s disposal with the grant for Minor Irrigation
Works. If the above view is accepted, a sum of Rs. 25,000 has to be provided for the
current fasli. There is a sum of over Rs. 26,000 lying at the credit of the Cess Fund
and the Board considers that this may be appropriated for the purpose. j

If it be urged that the ryots who have continued to pay the cess for the four years
since the resettlement are entitled to arefund of the amount, it is difficult not to admit
the justice of the claim. If Government approve, the amount to be refunded may be
provided for in the next budget. The Board believes that this will be abundantly
satisfactory to the ryots concerned.

0

9. In paragraph 9 of his report the Collector brings to notice the existence of a
separate Cess called “ Niranikkam fee ” varying from 1 to 7 annas an acre, amounting

.9

Boarp or Revexve (Rev. Sert., L. Rps. ayp Acrr), No. 280, 4tr Ave. 1898. 17

;n all to Rs. 600 a year, which is now levied under five channels in the Perambaliir
Taluk though without sanction. The lands under these channels have not been reclas-
sified, and the assessment was merely raised in consideration of the rise in prices.

In these cases, as also in the case of the chanuel from the Vellar, the rese]:tlement
in no way affects the question as to whether the voluntary cess should be continued or
not. So far as the subject of this report is concerned these channels may be excluded
from consideration.

. The several petitions received on the subiect of irrl.gation cess and referred.to
by th]eocolleetor in pg’ragraphs 10, 11 and 14 of his letter will be disposed of on receipt
of final orders of Government on these proceedings.

(True Copy and Extract.) C %&W Colory

Dy. Dir., L. Rds. and Agri,

ol

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Copy to the Deputy Commissioner, No. ITI Party.
% Assisnant Commissioner in charge No. V Party.
Collector of Trichinopoly.
Land Revenue Department.

» »  Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

Bizd, P, Seetharam.
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& 2 ‘jone its incidence could not be ignored
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Stw:ject- Abolit.lon of volunt.ar" ire

e ——————— it

-

Tn submitting the scheme Tor

.-

‘the resettlement or the Trichinopdly

':Dt:,the Dy: Commissioner of Rev: Sett:

- -

4 ‘pointed out that a separate cess at

S

rates varying from one anna Uo "welve

-
:

annas per acre was being levied under
* p 9 v
certain Aistributary river channels

Lo

R

\ 'a.nd t.héugh the cesg was a voluntar’j

ol
oA ~

in calculating the Jpurden of assessmenl,
S , 5 “ix :
Thereupon the Board of Revenue ouser-

¢
-

1ved as follows:-

*
% 2
" This voluntary com..ribution s

in theor" paid as: a substi t.ut.e tor the]

|2 %8 £ :

u*l{.maramat or repairs which the ryots
. .

rl,I‘b by custom bound to execute at theia
‘ 1 .
_cost.;and it has hitherto Leen o
2 5
1
% ﬂq"
rally paid as the best meanfﬂt en ur‘w,r




z . B -
i
w
ﬁthat each ryot shall contribute his Zhdrir’jac‘*b' Iq“47‘
I ¢ €
't‘air share of labour. The money is spent : ‘a' i g g e
| ® in constructing and maintaining' the
"temporar" dams by which water is dlvert- . Para
W T
‘ ”ed from the river=ved '1n keeping clear ;
N ; é; 1
a passage for the water through the sandy !g W
bed or the river to the channel—heads,
o @& )
afd in silteclearing and petty repairs. .
” 3
The collection of the cess is in itsgelf
an admission that the work is of a na- |
%
Ctute that the ryots cannot perform Wlth—
‘
e
4 ' ®vt: assistance, and in revising -
o TN
g A
the ggsesgment of the lands in respect >
Yy , .
of which ®he cess 1s collected, it would
!
gl 8] i e wil o frvt
seem desirable to proceed on the under~
. /z:
. e ¥ o/
standing that the work on which the Vols s 7 3
; : ' o
” $QA¢¢444‘406{ e «
untary contributions are ex Xpendedgwill !
-, /4
~ St /”‘404‘ /9Ll-—’1b”ﬁ"{~——7
herearter be done at the cost of the
yhall a&m fo Tt
o
state’and that the collection orf the i,,¢9bxl>4§ &
- : ) %Z)ascab45
voluntary subs:riptions will gease, @Lher— e

=
wise the incidence of the cess nust as

remariked vy the Dy:

uommvss1onel be ta-

ken into a:count in valuinz the land ,

r
and an equivalent reduction

ot essxent

nust

4245237¢;yptvoéb avsaz"’
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C.286,d/9-2-57

must bhe allowed, The alternative of dis-

continuing the cess and alloting the re-

guired amount from the revenue seemns Ob-

viously preferable," The Gevti: was of

cess should™

"

dlscontlnupd but that the

opinion that the levy orf the
certainly be

question as to what portion or the wod:

on whizh the cess collection has been

hitherto spent should be done by Govt:,

and what portion by the ryot% nceded ¢

-

careful consideration, The Turther in-
formation called ror by Govt: on the

2ol

| supject is rurnishcﬁfin the cuwsrcent

\

read above.

¥ .
An account of the origin and his-
!

tory of the iriigation cess in the dis-

trict is given in detail in the Dy:

4

Com -
migssioner’s letter d/10-7-96,Vide para

3 et

geqg. Tt

will be seen ‘that the ir-

rigation cess, which reyresents the com-
'
nuted money-value or

the labour which

each landholder was bound Ly custom to

4

contribute ror the conservancy olefe

channels, was

irst introd u, u@dt?g)
()

Lively for a year in 1857 i connec-

C
3
O

=)
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tion with the Cauvery channels irrigating

the lands in the Trichinopoly Tk:, as the
"

7%

enforcement ofAla,bour contribution was |

found to be a very difricult task owing

.

»

L+ to disputes and want of unanimity among

ik 7
| the ryots,and that the arrangement hav-

7

~
# -

ding proved satisfactory it was subse- °

guently extended from time to time to

: &
other cha.nnels‘i% the other taluks of the

: district with the consent of the ryots:‘

The cess is now collected in respect or

rifteen river channels, thirteen of which

g
*

are connécted with the Cauvery and, of
thz remaining two, one %ssues from the
Uoleroon and the other from the Vellar, !

‘ At the re-settlement the lands under all
BE -
ot ' ' |

o (Vellar) have been re-classified. The

»| bPrincipal item of work connected with

.s:

4 the conservancy of the channels is the

r
»
;L,- construction and maintenance of Korambus

3

P[‘or temporary dams built up wvith sand,
S . Korambu

¥ ocarth, ‘twigs, bushes and grass. This sys-
A

-

-1\ tem does not obtain in the Tanjore Dt:

!
#  the above channels excepting the last one,

",

_‘:-'.

Para 4 of G.'5.200,d/1-4-95 \

er’s) lﬂ‘ﬁeq d/lé«-'&qe
\
Wi

I ,,‘-J‘
&

e §

but. the necessity t“or‘ in the Trighino-

poly Dt: is explained to be due TO the
"

 facts that the beds of the Cauvery amni

Coleroon are very broad and the volune

| of water flowing therein varies enor-

10 or MieNDy: Uon’fm ssi

er s 1 t.‘ber d/l 96 en ,P =

\ . o

J 5 of uhcp/ uurr«-*nt

nmously from time to tine, and_oftén
dwindles to one, or saveral, narrow "
streams nmeandering through a vast ex-
panse of sand, and that except whe?
the rivers are in flood, the river-vwa~
ter has to be diverted to the channel-

Aeadls

wwde in the flood-Dbamks by the erec'?

e

tion of temporary bunds across the
stream, and by clearing temporary chan-
nels in the river-bed. The temporary

dams and channels being liable to be

washed away by floods, they have to be

S AJ
m ﬁé"soon ~ t.he Mood suo-*. s

. n “as i
S A 432 438 ™™ ‘"'.

- .sides., It appaara that. in t,he re—claosba

o N

] < - B =3

fied tract there are five channels.cone *

§ aod s . ®

2 s R T o S b
nected with the Gauygsry in the Husiri,

‘ oy «

-

Tis ’.whif:h are equaliy dependent fom

. ) ?‘ [ £
their  supply on the temporarty ‘E@fn Sy s—
et OF TR

tem but in respect of which orambu




work

-

A

cess is at present levied.

6
aimilar to that done for the channels

nmanaged under the irrigation cess systen

carried out by the ryots amongst Them-

"The Dy: Commissioner considars that what-.
ever treatment is adopted as regards the
Cauvery and voleroon Channels which now
pay irrigation cess must also be extended

to these five channels under which no

'%3. The rate of cess is not unirorm for
the several channels but is so reculated
as to cover the varying charges of: the
different channels leaving a small margin,
The rates at which the cess is collected
and the extent falling under gach rate

are shown in the subjoined stalement;-

selves without payment of a voluntary cess,

“""r“‘* 6l b | Bt | Clont | Ulewe | E.Gf
[ @s_a. .| Gous | Qows | aneo | Gerer Qeres.
" © -0 s~ ‘e 33‘ ‘. "o
o-lt-0 i 1149 té3g b 3yas
o« fo-o boo . w | boo2
6- 9.0 .- 3y s ST | et 4 4
o. ¥s - 6é 728 et 797
°-7~0 . 1226 - e 2264
o.6-0o 5 1,958 83 4 159 ﬁ}mr
0 b ~0 4 X o sy e 759
0~ 3-0b |1%0€s, 4 i u’ols
0-2-0 | %, 38y e O - . o 337
o~ t—o0 | lo, 153 = .- .8 to, 143

83, $37.

A

L b |

Para 14 of Lﬁyﬁ,v: U oner?’s

etter |@/10-"-9

¢

Of the total extent of 83,831 acres
paying cess, no less than €4,404
acres are in the Trichinopoly Tk: ani
the contributions made by this larga
are
extent #& at very light rates. This
is reported to be due chiefly to the
fact that some of the main‘/fchannels
in this Tk: command large areas and
affect a large number of villages am
that in consequence a much smaller

acreage rate is sufficient to main- '
4+
tain them in order, than is required i

in the case of channels having smalle
er ayakats (irrigated areas) under FS
them,

4, "The principal items of expendi- . ;

ture met from the cess collections g 5
are stated to be:- | &
: ; g =
(1) Pay of establishments at the |
4 |
head sluices and along the main chan-
nels to regulate the supply of water k!
3
E 15

into them and inte the minor chaﬁfels
3

=
kq
dependent on themn,

: M
(2) The construction and repdirs of

Korambus

F T ‘,—'
q‘f;; ") , \(.{V {

- R




Korambus under the supervision and wi#h
the aid of the above establishments

énd of temporary coolies enployed

fron time to tine,

(3) »3urchase of tools, contingen:ies;
etC.;

(4) Aléo silt cleafance when necessary,
This is done chiefly on t,hie main chane
nels and not on the individual villag;
distributaries. The clearance of silt |
:frqm the latter and .ﬁlthe exscution

¥

of the necessary repairs to then are

P

carrvied out by the ryots of the villages
concerned,
"-‘.‘

i
In this connection the Dy: Commissioner

& i yroind
invites attention to the fa:t that

previous tq the introduction of the céss
small establishments of lascars had been
| |
maintained Ly the Public Works Dept: {1

|
at the cost of Govt: to look after the
conservancy of the channels and that

 these establishments were transferred |

tO}?baaﬁgv: Dept: when the cess was

'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁé#d,the charges on their ac-

e,
-

count being debited to the Cess Fund,

¢

of\?hc Dy\\uomm1331 n-
er’s letter ;1/10-'7—98/ (/"7‘ A

Cins om

\

F

' 5, The manner in which the regulation
the Dirg qu— ]
er\d7lolq\96 and distribution of water in connec-

tion with the large main channels and
% the minor distributaries is managed

'under the cess system is described in

- » 4
Cpmmw
para 20 of the Dy: eworisdwer?ze letier.

Tt would appear that the arrangements

to
Trom The river uphphe village channels

&

are controlled by the Revenue authori-
ties with the aid of the Korambu esta-
blishments maintained out of The cess
collections and that after the water _'

‘has been let into the village channels

:
. ‘_ﬁ\
|

B i A A -—-m;it Passe" under the con‘{,rol off the vil-

. flagers themsgelves and its further dis-
}trigution between them is regulated by

custom, any disputes being referred to

:

jand settled by the Tahsildars.

‘6. In supwvort of the view that the

irrigation cess should be discontinued

the Dy: Commissioner stat=s as follows

=y 2]

'L‘&mrt from the gencral considera~

tion that it is undesirable

7¢ A
®.hould undertake the co%ﬁg‘.ﬁéh.gf =

#cess depending on voluntary assent,

which,




# thich, however, easily realized in the past,

p
cannot always be legally enforced, the

‘1evy of the cess recuires re-considera-

¥+t ion from the point of view of the en=

'ha.nced assessments imposed at the recent re- |

4 gsettlement and also because the cess

proceeds are expended on purposes/ which/

under the present circunstances at

any rate cannot all of them, it appears

4
to me, be fairly held to be a proper

¢
charge on the fund, It nay be urged

that the rates of cess at‘preserit paid

fr
on the bulk of the area subject to it

Y are very light,a.nd that as unfer B.P. Newiafipy@owr-vovwie,

r
No:380,d/26th Nov: ’95 a reduction wasg

b
made on the classification results/the‘

cess may be continued and that no objec-

3 tion can be taken to the purposes to

» which it is applied as such expendi-

,
ture has been long acquiesced in and

is justified by custom, The reduction

o
am the classirication e figures,

. mnesgure I
though it is a wwmbor of relief, was,

tix.“must be noted,effecbed on the general

ground that the results were somewhat ‘
high

L)

i

Iy

fhich and required to be moderated. Re-

# ferring to the objecte on which the

-

# cess collections are expended, it avppeané

# to me that the charge ror conservancy uP
~ o the point where the viila,g,e channels

k # are reached should at present be borne
1T -

# by Govt:, whatever may have bLeen the
e

-

® propriety of debiting such charges to

\.3‘ .

¥ the Cess Fund  under the lenient assess—

'men‘cs of the old settlement,

B He vroposes &=
Para 23 of the Dy vom-

that Govt: should undertalke

. Y . .

missioner/s 1&\Lt./-3r.‘ a/ - (1)
10— -960 '\/ : ;

(a) the construction and repalr

of Korambus so as to main-

tain the requisite supply

in the main channels;

the conservancy of the maiw

ehan My anod & Mse

f\.nd distribution of water

A byt ceas, 7

P oY S it
A“"q M //:r- SRR SREFE M eNe T Taide indivi-

M ‘ dual channels LSGTHET I
: (¢)

#.’a%

y

e P R R

from them uv to the point -

silt clearance when neces-—
sary from the main ghan-

nels.




:

¢ ¢nd (2)- that the ryots shoulid be re-

guired to do

the clearance of silt

= (2)
; from their own_village channels,
\ (b) the distribution orf
water among themselves after it has
reached their own village channels
from main channels or from Korambu

heads, a village being taken for this

purpose to be the villagesformed by club-

bing at the recent re-survey and so treated

in the settlement accounts,

He also prowgposes that the above arrange-

ments should be extended to the Tive
s

other Cauvery channels in the Musiri

» Tk: at present controlled vy the ryots

L E

themselves, The erfect of these propo-

sals is that Govt: will have to do at

its cost GRETVINVEOCovEIND.

SV o nost all the work that is

now being done from the cess collections

and that it will have also to extend

the work to the five Cauvery channels

now managed by the ryots themgelves,

o

The

2 g = .

Pafa/éﬁ f‘th D;.'b mission-—
ot \,:// 24 * ™~
er’s lette d/10—7-96. .

Pura 2A of Lne D

®

'Voﬁmi

ion-

" ¢ er’s Lgttcr iin 7-96.

&

o

b |

OIt.
. Paras 322 and 67 e

W letter d/8 s 97 and /

Q

' Para 8 of thcfcurrcnt.

- R

bolleutor’gﬁ

A

of the current,

Cuttis 77/ /)%7.2?

A

g

)

/

The arrangements proposed are repori-~

ed to be practically identical with

those adopted under all the large sys-

tems of irrigation, Tt is submitted
\

that the recommendations of the Dys
Jommissioncr'which are supported by
the Collector and the Board may De ap-

proved,

7. As regards the. agency under which

the managemnent of the channels should
-
Com-

be placed it is stated by the Dy:

missioner of Revenue Settlement that

|
the Tahsildars from their intidhte

-

knowledge or the requi;pments of" the

several villages and from their acces-

{3

sibility are in a position to manage
the channels nore satisfactorily
than any other agency and that the ™

ryots are strongly averse to the man.

agemnent of the channels being taken

away Trom the Tahsildars, The CUolleo-

tor also considers that when the cass

is abolished the management r \'g

AL

tinue under the Rev: Dept:jaﬁﬁat
é .

-\

C0nN-

/N
sent




sent until any quastion of transferring
it to the the Public Works Dept: 1is
ralsed The uollr tor s view whv‘h ig

concurred in by the Board may be accept-

ed.,

’ v ‘gﬁz
!
{
l
|

8. In regard to the qusstion of pro—

- D

viding the necessary funds annuallwrthe

T ———— ——
e

P
E
E
; Dy: Commissioner proposes that a Tixed
:

l sum be allotted to meet the cost of the
L

-

. establishments, etc.,and that this amoynt
|

be annually granted as a beriz deduc-

-

| : ,
s tion and placed at the disposal of the |

Rev: Dépt: so that the conservancy or the
channels and the regulation and distri;
‘lbution of water-supply may, as at pre-
sent, be lerf't in the hanis of the Tah-
gildars, The Colle:tor, however, congi-
ders that it is undesirable to fix a
definite amount as the actual charges
will vary accordigeg to the circumstan-
ces of each year, that the Tunds re-
guired should be budgeted for year ar-
ter year either in the Rev: Dept: like

minor irrigation cxpenses or in the

Public

Public Works Dept: as the case may bLe

o -, = o and that the cost of the works should

»

be treated as a charge on the gencral

L]
revenue, The Board agreeing with ths

P w6;/'7‘4‘7_'ou440u/'

vollector states that the expenditure

| L g - should be debited as part of the annua&

Para 37 of the UJ"‘ UO"H‘!lSSlOn._
working expenses of the Jvauvery systenm

dr,ﬁyﬁr d/10-7-96, (/hft Z g 8 |
/ . -
? '} 'Y : which is given credit for about 2 lakh$
of rupees roughly or the enhancement

resulting from the re-settlement and

that so long as the management rematps
: ) . " with the Rev: Dept:, a special annual

allotment may be %ade and placed at

/,_m /“ M W W‘ohe disposal of the Board with the

SF
. ‘ g . grant for the llinor Irrigation works,
L R 3 A oA Jhv I A
2 — 2P oy /ﬁ m}" M Whe probable annual cost to Govt: in-
. - 1 “J 3 & ‘:’ \: v
» ’“L h &\ : 2 J:g:_‘ md m WW “7 i cluding the up-keep of the Péwe chan-

Para 5-of the ! Ollecton’

) . N ﬁW ¢/ nels in the Melur Tk: under which n/
Tetter 4 /8-1-0% ( ﬂia 13 af

!"‘ o ,‘ Muess is now levied is estimated at Rs,
e Z I%L Fx ‘_., ﬂ.« W 25 ,O and the Board considers that a

| ‘ I g m - M;f-y?w %— sum of over Rs, 26 000 lying at the

;% M M credit or the cess rund may be appro-

W %v‘o bd Wer”ted during the current Iaslx\ Tt
e o,

'ws submitted that the Board/q/proposail
Corneur . /4Llffp4444f1‘4"’K*" \ ?i' (IQ
/ nay




may be approved with the concurrence of

the Public Works Dept: (Irrigation

L
;- Hoe atlabmel’
Branch).
| Ao feof Bt
9. The Board states that if it e

urged that the ryots who have conti-

nued to pay the cess for the rfour years

since the re-settlement are entltied 4 €’¢“4‘&4’ AMAJB
to a reI und of the amount, it is dif- M M W

G fr Mt 22T

ficult not to admit the Jjustice of thd

¢laim and that if the Govt: approves, the

.amqpnt to be refunded may e provided

<
~Tor in the next Ludget., Tt bdlievesf 1
that the above arrangement will be .

!

abundantly satistfactory to the ryots}ﬂﬁ‘.

“Q b}
concerned. The re-settlement was in-. Car 6§47(A¢§’Ag7¢a

e 7P 2N

troduced in fasli 1304 (1894-95) anést’,k;gJﬁ ‘ 4E§7wif ‘
e : i Rs b
the collections during the four vears 1804 dn ’
J ; 894-95=2++ 126, 998,

ending 1897-98 amount to about Rs, 1,é4j500""1§9? % -32¢, 237¢f B

§ 1896-97  33684.

i

r
The question of refunding the amount -"31‘”\7 \

mav, it is submitted, be d o o ’
may, 1 ’ eferred t,111) m_ Thal 8
e ,Lﬁdtdf

ParaJO or\Qhe Collector’s letter

1897-98

the ryots come of their own motion
and press ror the claime

10. An irrigation cess amounting to

-A- a/8-1- 9?.\( ok /.;M cwurrind, ‘,

Re, 03-#R-0 is levied under the Vel.an

channel

=

L

Paras 4 and 5 of G[.0.200,

d/l_A.—gSo

L i g

channel in accordance with G.0.No:

513,Rev:,d/10th June 1891, The Dy: vom=

missioner considers that this channel

need hot be taken into consideration

as the lands under it were not re-clos®i=-
fied but the CUollector is of opinion
| that Tor the sake of uniformity it

well to abolish the cess and

might be

take the work under Govt:., The Collec-

tor also brings to notice that a cess

called " Niranikkam Tee" varying from
1 to 7 annas an acre and amounting in

lall to about Rs. 600 a year is being
i

| levied undes. Pive channels in the Perawm-

¢ | balur Tk: for many years past though
o . without formal sanction and considers

| it desirable that the cess should be

1A | discontinued in view of the ract that

' the cess is proposed to be aboliéﬂgaé-

. n .

in‘1re zase of all the other channels
in the district. The lands under these

channels as also under the Vellar chan~

nel have not been re-classiried and

o>

the re-gsettlement wag Osfcried out on i




the basis of a per:entage enhancemnent

; of the existing cates of assessment

with refecence to the rise in prices.

As the re-settlement in no way arfects

the guestion as to whether the Volun-

tary cess should be continued or not

- ER——— wetd
in the case of these channeli,the Boar

ig of opinion that these channels

should be excluded frém consideration

for the present, Tt is sybmitted that

the Board’s opinion may be ascepted.
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The Government having in 1€93

approved the disgontinunance ot the

voluntarysecess, lev ried dn the Trichino-

pCJ/ District for the conservancy of

certain irrigation channels and called

R,

for further information on the sub=-

jectﬂthevquestio of arovidinv the

MW%
best Ne@NS he reg mur wnd
v
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i The Deputy Eommlssioner of

nevenue »ettlement Squesﬁ.’ that

| the neces s ary funds mlght be annually
E provided bJ neans of a beriz deduc-

| tion and placed at the disposal of

| the Revenue Departﬁent so that the

| conservancy of the channels and the

é regulation end diStribution of water

4 supply may,.as &t present, be left in

» ‘f

‘the hands of the Tahsildars. &s how=-

. T m

. ever, the actaal charges v&rj‘gzgjrdirly

to the circunstances of eachy/yddr and

a definite amnount cannotﬁmn efd

be fixed the Collector and the Acard
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of Revenue would treat the cost of the
woris as a charge on the general reve-
nues, a special annual allotment being
’g@,aqul'placedxat the disposal of the
board @PFroemee with the crant for
uinor Irrigation Vorks,

3. s As pointed out by the Hon.
Meﬁbeﬁ,allotments # on a budgat system
cénnot afford the same cert&inf& that
the conservancd of the irrigation chan-
nels smil be regularly attende&i to as
a special fund would do,since in. times
of finéncial pressure the allotment

for minor irrigation works w %upﬁs
Apaauh~n~¢=4i

11kew otherr'sﬁ‘B'ﬁé'E‘t to reductionf‘aM

'_aﬂmwﬁanms of these
Honourable sember therefore considers

that the position would be‘?ulte safe

" if a fized allotment)corresponding to

the amount now collected by a deductlon

YT
froy.}he village beriz. The nonourable
sember is doubtful whether Govt. could
maze such an arrangement under sexisting
financial £ rules and the matter is
referred to the Financial Department
‘for remarks,
4, _53 a bériz deduction in »
this case would be practically an
alienation of revgéuekfor forming a

special fund to be devoted to a special

¥ PUIDOSEy 11 vould o ——
SR

the orders ofighe Government of India.
There is besides the practical dAiffi-
huity\raised by the Collector on the

same

would be lost 31pht of The'"'
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same supggestion made by the Deputy
Commissioner, namely, that the actual
charges vary acgording to the cir-
cumstances of each year’so that a
defin%Pe ancunt cannot well bhefixed
for mating this deduction. In such

cases however,averages are generally

if this can be done and

v
&3

that no loss of

g - -
revenue or additicnal charpged w in-
v

1227 )
| volved ‘i the proposal zinﬂe‘%he en—

hanced assessment imposed at the re-

settlement provides for g the Govt.
wouldy

of India ean it is thought, have no

N /7
obiection te sanction the propesed
3 ;
beriz deduction

spe 1¢1 fund t& be applied to the

|
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Revenve Deparimeni.

Bezd B.P. No.280 dated 4th Aug.

1808 (C.No.8000 of 1898).
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2. : A'veluntary irrigation cess at

rates verying from 1 annez $o0 1 Rupee

mg—&

per 2aere is ROW i the ryots
:&ffz;ubﬁFNEQW£adhauuh&

" rey—vo!l fourteer chap-
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nel%'

A eufuused s Ho oo fridid
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e )¢a4u4 Caxcsunpinnsy they

cess originally Tepresented ™WHe eo®Eu -

1

,ed EORey value ¢f the labour which by

.
: m
{euston ezch ryoi‘contribute‘ for the

f'conservanpcy of the ehanpels, It weg —-

l M-«L&.«.{t«‘mf—la Ceiee L.,

M-@Z.&(
ot 28 the "beet mezne
H

ﬁ of epsuring %hat each ryot paid e --
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are very broad and the volume hate%. e
>
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pflowing therein varies enormouely from,,
time to time, 2nd eften dwindles .io ‘
A i ??

one or several narrow eitreans meander-

ing through a vast expsesnsge of né ﬁ
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settlenent.

m 5> s‘ * : ‘ * *
- hannels*th'the’ffver beg,

-
-*ivery*!beih ‘in “the river wasbes he

-,
Eams apd the-temporarv cbanneis Pl

and as soon as the flood subsides-th; a

vorkdhapgto be m_ Some of

these témbporary dams are 15 or 280 -
miles, or more; dist;nt from the wild
lages whicb*dep;nd on thex for irri-
gation, and throughout this distanece

the supply basgio.be.reguletes and

distributed so that cach village may

Vget‘itsljai:ﬁshare; -— ro
. 3 s e S ?F _"‘_S??“_"? //

as well 2s they eould. The dif#fienl- /

ties which they eBperienced in look~

ing after the temporsry dams, spa in{

; Aﬂhs11m7
sharing the trouble 2pd cost e :A%£¢L

tsidy—dr agined, 2nd e AR TR

€xceptional difficulty of meinteining

the§g irrigation supply asz‘ione 0.5 vl

Fcaane »
thgkreasons nh%ch ®"3e held to justify

Y ; |
an aéﬁﬁzZlf& lenient assessment op - I

the Cauvery valley 2t*the orginal --

//}/0

4 At the rese‘s{‘f’lemvnz 5 Ilands-

under these chdnnels hana—been reclas-

T .SM‘ o

gified and assessed ad¥for ihe most

«s lunds

part)‘under #\s first elass irrige- :

-
2k b N

tion, a clagsifieation whieb is in- i

correct unlessL§overnment accepts the !
1
cost of keeping up the water supply ‘

to, and-in, the main channels, under |

the eszceptional and peculiar eircum-
\\\‘V/ stances %%esides the
fourtder channels referred to above
there ere-five dthers taking_off froy
the Cauvery which zre éouelly depen—

"_ u‘ o r\

dent fcr their supply on the tclnorery

dam system, but which 2re manzged by

PP B B <

the ryots theéemselves without payment

T

of 2 voluntary cegs. The ‘lands unpder.

lthese five chan;ewwe 2lso been re-}i_

classified end 2ssessed on'ithe under- }
:

standing thet Covt. willrupdertake thel
cost of keeping up the supply inVthe
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. ini the minor distributary emd
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field c‘%gféla will be left 2s hither-
‘40 t0 ithe ryots concerned.

5 The difficulty experienced by
i
this Bovernmert in devising sore rezansg .

whereby ‘the 2npnal expenditure of --§~

Rg.25000 on these channels will be as-

Niee

sured hzs EivenAto the present refe-~

rence. If the amount were budgetted
for year zfier 'VYeer 'under the head of

"rinor irrigsation works" the specisl

" glaim.of ﬁpese channels would in course
Lote b4
of time be /lost sight of 2pd the 2llot-
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‘ecut down or struck out ip times of --

: : Aty
Nfinancial pressure with ¥ee~rezuli®--
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,59 sork on which the irrigation of /z;:

&«-w entirely denendsxa' Z t#"“w

X
sam of Rs. 2E000 per abnum B+ cshould

be placed at the disposal of the Rexs
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