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Exlract paragraph 6 of a letler from tte Chief Comm ssioner, Central Prop-
inces, No. 3377, dated the 1st May 1895.

6. I am to bring to the notice of the Government of India in this connec-
tion that a difficulty is found to exist in the registration of vital statistics
within railway limits outside Municipal Towns. On the East Indian Railway,
Station Masters are the reporting agency, but they report deaths only, not
births. The other lines passing through the Central Provinces have no
reporting agency. As arrangements in this matter cannot conveniently be made
for a single Province, the Chief Commissioner thinks it better to draw the
attention of the Government of India to the difficulty than to enter into com-
munication himself with the Railway Administrations concerned.
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.R. NATHAN, Esq.,
Under Secretary to the Government of India,
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. . 0 bea - - ’
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panirars 5 ! Calcutta, the 74z~ Mareh 1898.
SR, - '
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»  dated the 1st"May 1895, from the Chief Commlsmbner, CentralN\Provinces, on
. .the Slib]GCt of; thq Tegistration of vital statistics wi hm railway its outsuie
Mumclpal Towns. - ] iy

1 am to 1nqu1re what arranﬂements are in force N of .,(.JL..JJ,_M -
qb,, Lea .l..__..‘.z for securing the registration of thé .statistics. The Gov-
ernment of Inyia, -will be also glad to know whether in a&x a{ -4 +
QW—AM/‘

e e
L=

I AM dlrected to forward an extract (paragraph 6): of\?it:r No. 3377,

_".‘\

=
the present: ar’fanvenmnts are satisfactory, and if not what- 1mprovements 1t is
des1rable td make

-4 ]
. _"}:': ;.; .' S ! :
S _, I have the honour to be,
R Siz .
. . ‘!\\ﬂf - . ’
i ,'
Your most obedlent Servant
- 2 ) .
. Under Secretary to the Government of India.
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G.0., No. 213, 19th April 1898.
APRIL
s .- "" ‘

Vital statistics.

Considering that section 13 (2) of the draft Bill for the reglstration of births and deaths
§n rural tracts makes sufficient provision for the registration of — within railway limits, and
stating t" b enquiries will be made in the Public Works Department whether the r ilway
authorit.cs have any objection to the statiopmasters being entrusted with the duty of repurting
to village munsifls births and deaths occurring within the station limits until the Bill is passed

into hw )

|
|
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No. 213, Revexve, 19tz Argin 1898.

A : 0

5 3y
> GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following letter from. R. NATHAN, Esq., Under Secretary to the Govern~
ment of India, to the Chief Secretary to. the Government of Madras, Ilome
Department (Sanitary), dated Calcutta, 14th March 1898, No. 519:—

I am directed to forward an extract (paragraph 6) of a letter, No. 3377, dated the
1st May 1895, from the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, on the subject of the-
registration of vital statistics within railway limits outside Municipal towns.

I am to inquire what arrangements are in force in the Madras Presidency for
securing the registration of these statistics. The Government of India will be also glad
to know whether, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, the present arrangements
are satisfactory, and if not what improvements it is desirable to make.

aoe——

EnNcrLosuze.

Exrracr from a letter from the Chief Commissioner; Central Provinces, No. 8377, dated the-
1st May 1895, '

6. I am to bring to the notice of the Government of India in this connection that a diffi-
culty is found to exist in the registration of vital statistics within railway limits outside
Municipal towns. On the East Indian Railway, station masters are the veporting agency, but
they report deaths only, not births. The other lines passing through the Central Provinces
have no reporting agency. As arrangements in this matter cannot conveniently be made for
a single province, the Chief Commissioner thinks it better to draw the sttention of the Gov-
ernment of India to the difficulty than to enter into communication himself with the Railway
Administrations concerned.

OrpEr—No. 213, Revenue, dated 19th April 1898.

Section 13 (2) of the-draft:Bill for
the registration of births. and deaths in
rural tracts provides that ¢ in the case of

Mjscellaneous.

ersons being born or dying in any choultry . . . or other plaee of public resort, it;

shall be the duty of the owner, keeper or. person in charge thereof to give the infor-

mation required under sections 9 and 11 within the time and in the manner. specified”

therein.” A railway station being a place of ** public resort” and the stat.ion master
being in chargo of it, the Bill makes suflicient provision for. the registration of vital
statistics within railway limits.

2. But until the Bill is passed into law, the duty of reporting to the village.
munsif of the village, in which the station is situated, births and deaths occurring.
within the station limits may be imposed on station masters by executive orders..
Enquiries will be made in the Public Works Department: whether the railway.

authoritics have any objection to the arrangement.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. 8. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Public Works Department (Railway Branch), '
' with copy of the Bill..
,» the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Exd, A. F. Eccleston,
64 Copics.

:.Section

”

»”
”
”

1, Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).

106 (1), Act V of 1884 (Madras).

181
442

Soction 2 of Act
L, 243

»
"
”

‘Section 106 (2), Act Y of 1884 (Madras).

1V of 1873 (Bengal).
IV of 1884 (Madras).
11 of 1888 (Bengal).

I1I

»”

(Bombay)e

DRAFT BILL. -

- WHEREAS it is expedient to make provi-

sion for the registration’ of births and
deaths in rural tracts ; It ishereby ebacted
as follows :— -

1. This Act may be called the ¢ Madras
Registration of Births and Deaths Act,
189 .»

2. The Government may, by notifica-
tion, extend this Act, or any portion
thereof, from a date to be specified in such
notification, to any district or portion of a
district situated outside the limits of

the city of Madras and. of the munici-
‘palities constituted under the Madras

District Municipalities Act, 1884.

3. In this Act, unless there be some-
thing repugnant in the subject or context,
a ‘village” means any local area mnow
recognised as a village, or which may

.hereafter be declared by Government to

be a village, and included in any district
or portion of a district to which the pro-
visions of this Act have been extended.

“ Registrar ” meansa person appointed
registrar of births and deaths under
section 5 of this Act.

4. On the publication of the notification

referred to in section 2 of this Act, the -

District Collector shall cause ‘to be pro-
claimed by notices posted at the village
chavadi or other conspicuous place and by
beat of drum in every village within the
area so notified and by publication in
the District Gazette that registration of
births and deaths is compulsory in the
district or part of the district concerned.

5. From the date on which such notifi-
cation comes into force, the Collector
ghall cause a register of all births and
deaths to be kept in each village, and for
this purpose he may divide the village
into such wards as he thinks fit, and shall
appoint a person to be registrar of births
and deaths within the village, if not
divided into wards or, in the case of the
division of the village into wards, for
every ward he shall appoint a person to
be registrar of births and deaths in such

ward.

P S
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6. Every such registrar shall, unless Bection 3 of At IV of 1873 (Bengal)...
1 i dras).

otherwise ~expressly authorise¢ by. the ~ » 395 . = Lof 1884 (Ma

; s ; Shi ,. 244 (1) of Act 1V of 1884 (Madras)..

Collector in writing, reside withim the 132 g,f?Ant 11 of 1888 (Bongal).

village or ward of which he is the regis- I8 o At LT o i ombay).
trar, and shall cause his name, with the ™ (1) of Ac ( y)

addition of registrar of births and deaths

for the village or ward for which he 1s so

appointed, written in the vernacular
. language of the district, to be placed in

some conspicuous place on or near the
_outer door of his dwelling house.

7. The Collector shall cause to be pre- Section 4 of Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).

-pared and printed a sufficient number of » 896 of Act I of 1881 (Madras).
register books for making entries of all w245, IV, ( , )
births and deaths which take place in the w 183, Il of1888 (Bengal),
village 'according to such forms and in-  » 444, UL, (Bombey)..
‘structions as may, from time to time, be

“prescribed by the Governor in Council.

" 8. Every registrar shall inform himself Section 5 of Act IV of 1873 (Bongal).
carefully of every birth and of every death ~ » 397 » I of 1884 (Madras).
which bappens in his village or ward after ~ » 236, IV ., ( , )

_ the coming into operation of the aforesaid ~ » 8% » 1Lof1888 (Bengal), .

" notification, and shall register, as soon as
conveniently may be after the event, with-
out fee or reward, the particulars required
to be registered accord;ng to the forms

rescribed under section 7 touching ever .
Euch birth and death as the case %nay bg: Section 9 4‘2 (lff;f“l)" Act IV of 1873,
which has not already been registered. - " o7 2 mj’ Act IIV of 1854,
~ All such entries shall be made conse- Y 184 (Be’r’lgal) " 11 of 1858

:Etllv)eloii( from the beginning to the end of ~ ,, 445 (1) (Bombay), Act I11 of 1888..
e book. :

3

* 9, The father or mother of every child (Bengal) Act IV of 1873, soction 7.
born in the village, or, in the case of the (Madras) ,, Tofls84 ,, 39w,

default of the father and mother, the (, » ) » IV ., n 247(1).
o1 h ) 2 " (Dengal) ,, IIof1888, .
midwife or other person present at, or in (Bombay) ,, III Lo

attendance during the child birth, or in ” w4401

default of such midwife or person, the
occupier of the house in which such child
is born, or, in default of such occapicr, the
person having charge of the child shall,
within two weeks next after the day of
such birth, give or cause to be given;
either orally or in writing, information to
the registrar, according to the best of his
knowledge and belief, ‘of the .several
particulars required to complote the forms
prescribed under section 7.

Provided that'a person not required
to give information 1n the first instance .
but only in default of some other person,
shall not be bound to give information
under this Act if it is shown that he bad
reasonable cause to suppose that the in-

formation had been or would be duly

w440 (1) of Act J1I of 1888 (Bombay)..

(Bombay) section 446 (2), Act IIT of 1888.

Soction 447, Act 11T of 1888 (Bombey).

1) Act TV of 1873, section | 8.
(Bengal) Act IV of 1873, section o

(Madrag) »  Tof1884 70 g

( 9 ) 7 b1 86
Bengal) , I1I0f1888 1 6.
Ebgfn%ny) p I 5 n 49 (-

ion 447, Act T1T of 1888 (Bombay).
Sec,t’lon 45 (d), Criminal Procedure Code.

Provided also that, in the case of an,
illegitimate child, no person shall, as
father of such child, be required to give

- information under - this Act concerning.

the birth of such child, and the registrar
shall not enter in the register the name

* of any perscn as father of such ‘child,

unless at the joint request of the mother

- and of the person acknowledging himself

to be the father of such child, and such
person shall in such case sign the register
together with the mother.

10. In case any new-born child is found
exposed, it shall be the duty of any per-
son finding such child and of any person
in whose charge such child may be placed
to give, to the best of his knowledge and
belief, to the registrar,” within seven days
after the finding of such child, such in-
formatiqn of the particulars required to be
registered concerning, the birth of such

_child as the informant possesses.

.. 11. The nearest relative preseﬁﬁ at the
death, or in attendance during-the last

illness, of any person dying in the village,

or, in case of the default of such relative,
“every person present at the death, or, in

case of their default, the occupier. of the
house, or if the occupier be the person
who shall have died, each inmate living

in the house in which such death shall

have happened, or, in case of the default of
such inmate, the undertaker or cther person

.causing the corpse of the deceased person

to be disposed of, shall, within forty-eight
hours, give or cause to be given, either
orally or in writing, information .to the
registrar,. according to the best of ‘his
knowledge and belief, of the. several par;
ticulars required to complete the forms
prescribed under section 7.... .- . | -
Provided that a person not required to
give information in the first instance, but
only in default of some other person, shall
pot be bound to give information under
this Act if it is shown that he had reason-
able cause to suppose that the information
had been or would be duly given. ' "~

12. In case any personis found dead in
any place, or under any circumstances not
covered by section 11,it shall be the duty of
the head of the village, in which the body
is found, or the officer in'charge of the
police station within the limits of ‘which
the village is included, to give forthwith to
the best of his knowledge and belief, to the
registrar, such information of the parti-
culars required to be registered concerning’
guch death as the informant possesses.

ey b
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" 13. Notwithstanding . .o to it, the parent or guar
. . n { . me 13 1ven )
tained in sections 9 an?i ]fojfft;tﬂpg eon- 33?1 of sugch child or, other person pro-
18 Act— . ! ing such name to. be altered or given
' A e gwithin twelve months next after the
- . ma ' the birth, deliver to the

istration © _ '
e uch certificate as hereinafter

" (1) In the case of perso in . ‘
persons being born  Section 400, Act I of 1384 (Madras)
and the registraly upon the

or dy 1ne in any hospi .
(fiufg; of the ﬂfeé)fc‘f:faf;ﬁlitceih?ﬂ fﬁa:}gg v 2BQ), A&:t IV of 1844 | Madras)
orthwith lice ct o ateo : .
with to send a notice in Wrxtlng%o (Bengaln)_ proviso, Act II of 1838 : z mentione f’ o tifiate i, PO ot
: , . receipt hat certificate, shal, ¥
o asure of the original entry, forth-

th i

e registrar of the occurrence of any ;

: i i 1 k the name
with enter 1B the register bgq !

in the certificate” a8 having

-
0

SR e
@,

-

=]

m

birth ; :
bt o dth .t Bl o i =
required to com %et ethseveral particulars ‘
under section 7I‘> e the forms prescribed z mentione to the child
’ ‘ f. been given 10 e CL L
(2) In the case of persons bei +ificate shall’ b ] h
. S 2) The certificate shall be 1n sucl
or dying in any choultrp ons being born s : " > e pré-
. : chatt s may from’ time to time be pre
boarding house, lodgin)g hOu::mt’::;tel’ ' 'fs%ﬁe?i by t{xe Governor in Council, and,
arrack or toddy shop or oth "1 Y ‘ - the case of Christian, shall be signed
public resort, it shall b er place of & oD n inister of religion or person Who
owner, keepe’r or perso'neintfall(:axfl ‘;t{h()f tho o bifflﬁ,iféd the rite of baptism upon which
to give the information ,equfed er?f’ : l {he name Was given Or altered, or, if the
sections 9 and 11 within the time m& P ' ‘ , child id pot baptized or is not a Christian,
and in ; chall be signed by the father, motheér or
' i t the child or other. person
E pardian © Y

rocuring the pame of the child to be

the maunner specified therein.
N o given or altered.

14. Every person wh ;
. o has orally ¢ .
. to a registrar any infor‘matioxr;a ]x% glye;(xl Section 403 (1), Act I of 1884 (Madras) | S
under this Act shall sign in the re i(tlmrq T 339 (1), Act IV, . ‘} | SR | ! " o i 0 ¢
gisterhis  » 189, Act 1T of 1838 (Bongal).’ R | - (3) 1Lvery fmlmStig' pi_ft r%lg{)ont- or |
person Who performs the rite ol bap ism \
chall deliver the certificate ' required by

name, description and place

- . OE

1{1 he cannot write, shal.)ll put lfigox(rili;ﬁnfl’
1e register to his name, description a!ﬁ

-place of abode, these particulars being

this 'section on. demand, on payment of a
fee not exceeding one rupee. ‘ ,
18. Any person, may at all reasonable

‘in such- case entered b .
y the registrar
Provided that, i ) ' -
" being born or ‘(‘1 }”;;10"}1[:3 cage of a person  Bection 189, secoud provi psg ) of Act 1V of 1884 (M‘fd?f?' | times, o0 payment of a fee of four annas
' registration of the birth ::-1 ydeg(;iplstl?ll,lthe (Bengal). od proviso, Act IT of 1888 - Bection 24¢ R for each visit, search, in the presence of:
deemed to be completed by the ent?- 130 Section ;03 (2), Act T of 1884 (Mad o a tihetlif;g 12231‘;11:11 {)ﬁregz;sg;r (::f fbnﬂfls'ta}fd
Tred m IO, ARIY o, - | ‘ | fe: of ,four anngs re(Il)uiyre Pilﬁe‘ Orea' ?I'I'Lr (t‘;
. » . e ‘registrar 1
' give an extract under his hand from such

.t . R .
he register, of the written notice received
register, relating  to an birth’ or death
: ; v Lo osd v

¥l

from the Medical officer in char

-said hospital prescribed in s;ectio{t;le fif’. ?ie
without the signature of the Medica{
officer to the entry in such register. ‘This
proviso ghall also apply in the case of
information, touching any birth or death
given in writing by any person. ’

15. The Registrar shall, as soon as the
registration has been completed, give, on

application, free of all charge, to the per-

gon Who gives information of the birth of
a child an extract under his hand from the
register relating to such birth.

~
I e

Section 403 (2), Act VI of 1834 (Madras)

v of 1873 (Bengal).

registered therein. St ;
‘The registrar shall have’ the custody of

the . registers  of births and deaths for

the village or ward for which he has been-

.. appointed, and , all extracts ; therefrom

given under this cection shall be certified.
by him as, provided in gection 76 of the
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and may be.
produced in proof of the entries of which
they purport to be copies. L
19. Any person who— .. T
(1) neglects or refuses’ or : inten-
_tionally omits to give any in-

©oed

| 16. (1) Any cle.erical error which may,
at any time, be discovered in & register Section , » y 3 Lo Blve
- of births or in a register of deaths ” 8 of » I of 1884 (Madras). , _formation which it is his duty to”
be corrected in accordance with rfﬁ’; ' : ” ‘;gg gﬁ " IVof » ” give under sections 9,10,11 and |
made under section 22. ‘ » 188 of n IIIII°ff1888 (.gengb“l)') 13 (2) of this Actj or * . § S
: ; . »  471of » of » (DomOBY)e 9) wilfully gives, or causes «0 06
shall (1?9) ,f:f: I:Ig ii;f::;ﬁ;nd’ I}Otalteratlon ” ( ) given, for the purpose of being
register. Co. R o inserted in any register of births
17. (1) When the birth of any child  Becti . ‘ o : . or deaths, any false information
has been r.egxstcrcd and the name, if any o 3*3A' Act [V of 1834 (Madras). o © - touching any of the particulars
by which it was registered, is altered or w433, Act IIL of 1838 (Bombay). 'E ~* required to be known and regis-
.if it was registered without a name when ‘ tered ; of
A
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(3) refuses or neglects to sign his Section 249 (1) of Act IV of 1884 (Madras).

name, description and place of
abode or to put his mark in the
register to such particulars in
contravention of section 14 of
this Act
shall, on conviction before a magistrate,
be liable to a tine not exceeding Rs. 10.

20. No criminal complaint under the
last preceding section shall be entertained
by any magistrate which is not preferred
under the orders of a Tahsildar or an
officer superior to a Tahsildar, -

21. The Collector may, of his own
motion or ou complaint and after enquiry,
fine, suspend, dismiss or remove any
registrar for misconduct or for neglect of
duty or incapacity as such registrar or
for non-residence in the village without
the permission of the Collector, and shall
record his reasons for so doing in writing.

22, The Governor in Council may
from time to time make rules:—

(1) prescribing the forms. of regis-
ters of births and deaths required to be
kept under this Act, and the form of
certificate referred to in section 17 (2);

(2) for the inspection and examin-
ation of the registers maintained under
section 5 ;

(3) for the conduct of the duties of
the registrar during his abscnce on other

duty or on account of illness or other
causes ;

(4) for the custody, production and
transfer of the registers and other records
kept by registrars ;

(5) for the correction of clerical
errors which may be discovered in the
registers of births or registers of deaths.

(6) generally, to carry out the pro-
visions of this Act.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECT3 AND REASONS.

s g icipalities Act, 1884 (IV of 1884), the registra-
i dras Distriot Municipa 150 der the provisions of
; assing of the Ma lsory in municipal towns under the p ¢
tion Solfncﬁi::i; pand deaths hats bf)e:r iﬁ;mfﬁles‘;h{rteen years that these prﬁv;stxﬁnst .have]al been in
i tons 243 to 249 of that Ac E)othb’ It now appears to the Qoyernqxent that the 1.me1 28 come
scoom tion, they have worked smto brin.g into force similar provisions 1% Hnoxtl:-mumggmtﬂar:ﬁis; liI;
e por O oo of domotin s o bt hly ooy, Uil i
which at present the repor /!tgl atatistics in this Presidency taken a ‘holo must eontinus to be
done, the registration of aThe aft Bill accordingly takes potwer (()) s:a: teo L thisya,t m o
inn.m;umto and i;?r(ﬁﬁilize.the Presiden0§ geg!r]%:l}l){ g vli?it(;)nl: ilgt;l(:e ffggt?pin Dartioular aroas at e
Ty reg to brin ; A
,j?ﬁ’;l‘l‘;}ffﬁavei it to the Govpﬁnb?e;; de cautiously and gradually; la{Jge_ v111a%e_s c:' Eatixeﬁ'rggv:ﬁg
diseretion. ' The cxteg%lgg w;d upwards, or what are called major Unions, being firs g
! g * . f a )
with s population ot 9,

t.
under the operation of the proposed Ac

s ¢ -
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