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The curient is the reply of the
Director of the Geological Survey of

India to our letter No. 847 dated 6-10-97

(F1. R.)

A precis of the previous history

¥

of the subject is given in G.0.Mo. 846 a/

6-10-97 page 12, (Flagged Q.)

It will be secn that the origi- f
nal idea put forward by thg Govt in its
letter No. £64 dated 26th June 1897 Tlagged §
A was that a special officer should make
a systdmatic mineralogical survey of the
whole Presidency with a view to the dis- | [
covery and allocation of those mineral

be
deposits which wouldnlikely to prove of
econonic value. It was thought at the !
time that such a survey could be complet- ||
\i }

. i
ed in five years, thre= months heing j
given to each District,

The Govt of India negatived the |
proposal to employ a specialist indepen-

dent of the Geological Suwvey Department.

They recognised however the importance of




o, , 3 - - — —— - *
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1 \ o a practical enquiry conducted by a quall- (’2/ U
: ‘ 2 O

! \F. {shing an iron industry in India
- fied ofricer of the Geological Survey Dept. . - » establl e <
‘ . ; : could be much brighter owing to the greal O §

Under the advice of Dr. King,the then Di-

% 4 =R AV 11 :
1 } “w & /"’;% % or proximity of the coal fields.

rector: of that Dept., it was decided that i W i ,
. B “‘

. : : : ‘ The second is the mica mines of l »

the officer deputed to Imadras should first 2 ( , e~y '

A (/t '(64«0 I ﬁ i ad (9 Hellore. /l
‘ N

' taie up for investigation the Corundum dée- o . W
| | | ' /%\ | The Director however prefers

posits of Salem. e
} ™ pl th |
‘ | that Ifr,!Middlemiss should complete e 1

; The wpesults of lr, !Tidulemiss’ _ i
BTN M’*’f/7 ' ' ’ oy, WD o A piden B
’ (Vo Ak' Zu/ 7 survey of Salem and Coimbatore before |

labours ('r.7iiddlemiss was the ofiicer de-

P e

?
(%4

g e
—— —

[
.

| 4

1 4

& ' . - i 3

- — y lea; iz that of the Kurnool iroll. The ,
Lo puted) have been pronounced by Govt to be A’-"“"‘f D“’ tazing 4P : "/‘
x4 ; ‘ . ! ‘,7 (’JM L M 14 -‘T.ddle" ‘? M
1sd R ‘ : " pirector does not » that Mr. - 1d ik

{, not very promising. Apparently the corun- Y wdo wnb aerw) 3

| R . |

J ) misss further labours in Salem or Coimba-

dum examined and surveyed by him cannot

Laaarad b F Mvw tore will add anything to the practical

t pe worited at a profit. At all events the¥M
‘ k - shich is apparently nil) of the
are not sufficiently promising to Justify H/‘l' value (v

investigations he has already mado. Tho

his spending further time over corundum,

JV
i only object of continuing the ezamination
i1 This Govt therefore suggested to the Direc-
: i
| ' of the corundum and other minor ninerals
; tor the two most promising fields in the loltn 947 N4 —t—7 74
i . i i To
a8 i i ality is purely scientific.
i I l ) Presidency for I'r, !'iddlemiss to woril upon | 91/01\ . a’h.v””:ffv in this 1(;:;}/ v P
" " , N ¢ 1 F“ n O‘“ I}/ kﬁl ) ] ) ) the int’eres“-
‘ 2 doubt #£ 1is Very desirable 1n .
“ The first is the izem Kurnool ) % \/'*75— & v wdly Teal r
' M“‘“‘z J;.chwwo'c, of science but !r. 1"iddlemiss was sent
‘: tron Fields. The iron deposits of Saiem . ) . iries and as
ﬁ | > here to nmaze practical enquirl
have be:n tiﬁ'ougﬁly examined and are wel! i LR
J - o | 3 ‘ . it is a
g already stated by this Government
-nown. Those of Kurnool are not, Should . Jaste of time for him to continue inves-—
they prove on erzantination to be as rich | 7 S io1as wmich a3 o a8 o can

see will never prove of any economlc

and as extensive as those of Salem it is

L) i i .
- . LY 4 value,




>

I submit misunderstands this Govt. Govt

did not want Mr, Yolland to instruct the

ﬁ nica miners. It wanted from him a report

on the present state of the industry point-

ing out defects in the present methods of
Working,suggestion& for improvemenp etc,

The publication of such a report prepared
by !'r. Holland a scientific expert with a

practical‘mindlwould probably attract ca- |

.-
. N il -

pital and enterprise to mica mining to the

3 S

} great advantage of a District at present

I subnit there can be no doubt

of the importance of pushing practical in /

..'

vestigations of the mineral resources of

this Presidency and widely publishing the

results, I'r. Middlemiss’ p report on corun-
dum printed on pages 4 to 7 of G.0., 846

dated 6-10-97 is a poor result for three

-

years’ labour (1894, 189f and 1896). This

is due no doubt to the fact that the prac-

tical object of his investigations has

;t; and ever liable to famine. 7

.
/.}V

?. Aoy

I A R e~ e e e e
i T
. B [ — T D T —— T - ™
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v‘
}v> Héxt as to Nellore the Director

-
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P o

) Lt donl (St p B2

oy ol fs
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tath, ¢

4 e eoutd v%}14&-}v-“’.ﬂ‘”\ L
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ing of purely scientific Geology.

L7
I submlt the Govt of Indla

u ® ‘jz é;s‘% . Loy
should be addressed on the subject, If
. ) d
scientific-geology, in adras is worth the l

deputation of an officer of the Geologi~,; k

j cal survey a sebarate officer may be de- v
PN /2 | | |
\ puted for the purpose buf Ir.liddlemiss

L

. (if we cannot havé the more efficient of-

ficer, ''r. ‘Holland) should it is submit-
'\ .

. ted he set frec fop pdrsuing practical

PR

investigations tf-fhose mineral products

Do Iw’)w #—lcm‘fq? -
v ollbar ﬁﬂzv chetirims
LL»gJDZ Mnutfkb 5~

Wotvee .

+

likely to prove of economic value. It
would be better however if a geolagist
who had;some‘practical tnowledge of minig;

could‘be Rnéégﬂd‘eﬁployed on the work. A

- -
-~

1ist’in order“of importance of the mine-
-

3 n

rals likely to prove of economic value &

! J

*localities where they are said to occur

v

mighﬁﬁbe prepared by the Board of Revenue

in consultation with Mr. 1"1id..lemiss. Dr.
King’s letter Tour No. 4-1 d@ted'IOth

October 1893 printed in G.,0. 987 Revenue

dated 16th November 1893 (f1.B) méntions
ek
severalrminerals and

(i

localities,
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Revénue Department.

Read again G.0.846,d/6th Oct:?*97 (P).
" letter 847,d/6th Oct:?97 (P).

" G.0. 1007,d/3-12-97, (P). .

Mol horoe 37 3. 255(P) |

ety g

, A '
e (70t Ceh " C.No:10085 of *97,(Letter from the
' ~ 1,-:/‘ . e :*"“'M:F": )
A E Z'«‘ ~ Director,Geo.jLogical Survey of India,d/
RYEIN o
16th NOV:’97,N0':1205.)
A . . ‘
17
% : W\V” Order Press No: /£7 25-,%: /ﬁf/
. /29T Tress fo: /e ~ -
In the cirqum'stances stated in
the letter from the Director,Geological
Survey of India,read above,the Govt: re-
’ " solves not to press for the immediate
investigation of the Kurnool iron ores sor
ﬂ; | | |
for the early inspection of the mica- ,'
7.47 - | |
vies , %
mini@mu_py in Nellore, a
2. As advised by the Director in para ‘
k 2 of his letter,the Govt: will await the
results of the experiments to be made in
England with - the Salem iron ore and Ben-
gal coa.l,befoqr taxing further action to-
. ’ wards’ the expewtation of the Kurnool ir~ '
' T ‘ B (:"‘ Y ‘\\‘f.,
O/ 'IM LA‘(A’? 2‘9 c‘-0 OI‘eS'. | R f:,",l-
_ bao, tolo 0y, 4 rlag kg . o
j . 7 T P31 fore _,‘_?w(: o S, If it shoulr
¢ a‘).wa,.,u z _’_‘_1-" - [‘ - LR N P . l
frortloc alflnsend 5 1 SET I S
z;. A l/bvs«ﬁ _‘) * = B ; ',.}/,L
ek o - » j ae A
:"~‘,?"52:‘,,$//5::'?— T ' L N .
: “.Hw - /: U ¥ A TR AT e TR PR - o
. P Moeov,. A e e -~
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Letter No: /£7) zsr? "/’f

To The Director »Geological Survey of Indlq

s‘t,ion\

n31der the que

9]
o]
<
®
“é
o
o]
ct
=
P
[
;_a
O
o,
L=

: 4 . uate DIro~ '
. 1idg pim with aded ) ! - H
of providiTg | { .
Sir,

o s b T =
TN g s

. st

5. T DM S
\th canara o
. - .- 7 ¢ ”of\tﬁe SO ) | X
\.\’ thes{ux\/’??] W . :
\&0 1{‘\, o, ) ‘ <-r.
v ' n the prograijue |
s

was 1ncluded i

With reference to patd 3 of é:f

s~

:I), | letter No:1008 d/3rd Dec:®97 wherein a

furthey communication on the subject of

. e o e -
B e
,

4,
~

D-b . Whlch
future geological investipations ‘in this

g A\

Holland in pard’ s - .

R . TRy @
of work allotted o ¥ . K« I
: ‘ : _a-"s letter No: ( o
| cgvt. of Indl ' » . ; Presiaency wa . 4 . .
C1 () of the x CoNE . 4803 /}7 } . y S promised,I am directed to |
o A 1896 has been I T X Tl e | |
5997/7?—11 da/2%rd Nov: . . - E 3 )\ . state that after a careful consideration ,i
| - .
with i ‘: ;f’
. } , ) ,
. L of the circumstances set forth in your ‘
{ b ‘

l s
d and if so to furnish Govb:

Palécod printed in G.

g completedy _ ‘ :
. : ! : . .o :
.[} ooy o this oreicer’s TepOTt On the S , © letter d4/16th Nov: 1897 No:1205,H.E. the {
: ! : . ' j
% subjéct- ) . | | { i GovﬂpgglcouncilAhas resolved not to press é‘
‘?? 5. with reference to-para 14 Oiﬂiis o : o : , f ; . for the.imméaiate‘investigation of the g i
.y : 7 } , . . | : j
5§L5¥éport on the txlal eXcavatlcna f“’ah . ' , . ; Kurnool iron dres nor "ror theheéfly inspeQ f :
v . . ‘ ' \ .. , : j

| 0.No:846,d/6th Oct: /~ Ve " }j tion ofi‘t’,?l‘:e"‘riiicr%,_min%“;,f;gimh.y'in he }

)

Nellore Dt,

xxy«/;ﬂ—_,-_ -

e requested to state

.
R T

: '-' .SS ill b
iff ’ 1897,Mr: middlenl W |
' e eceive n the
| ormation has heen rec ved 0

“ 2. . In deference to the views éxpressed

e e S,

if anY\inf (e
: % \ | by you in para 2 of your letter ebose
b

TR -

e e 4 -

e corundumn

4 valuation of th

g /™ ~ refeuned—by; H,E, the Goyf”EH’Council has
1 ) ) : 4 . -
‘decided to await the results of the ex-

i
)
;‘ testing ai

sent to anland.
111 be despatch- aa

SR T A e T e <

.
- 4

owing letter wi
periment to be made in England with Salem

6 The foll

‘ore and Bengal coal;'ﬁefore takKing any

(e g

25298

further action i~ +*he directir~

-«

#aetation of the“Kurh'

N ettt T RS
o

- e -
TN T o i e,
—m—.




2 ed next season, H.E. in‘Council
1] consider the question of providing

 with WS professional assistance as

ra. 3 of your letter.

Ghu gl

erence 1o para 1 (p) of thq&Govt:

;gested in pa

h ref
Indié\ﬁ;&s&&er d/23rd Oct: 1896 No:

07 - 1n which it was stated that M
~11.
1and was to undertake the Survey of

l1lan

canara and Coorg, 1 am to enquire

1ether the survey off the former dis-
- ' \'-
~ict has been completed by Mr: Holland

nd if so’request that a copy of his re-

ort may be furnished to this Govi:

 Jullatled NEM.
.23/.2/98.

ke

o 4893

28511

.

25156

M

ey e
R U e Oy

s

Jﬂ%”«zﬂ

~_No. 182

ﬂ.w:- oot 5
"'T\. “k‘
- -,

- —

o A

Gopernment 118081 of A¥ladras,
REVENUE.  °

mmafpamnnas
-\
Recd. \ Enclosures
1398.
Spare copies

Regd.

' _ e

G.0., No. 181, 95th TMarch 1898.

e e = T -

e

MARCH.

ye

Kurnool Iron ores
diate investigation of the —, not
estmg the Director, Geologxcal
the South Canara district
ent with a copy of that

e GoVernment will not press for the imme
of the mica mines in Nellore; and requ
hether the survey of

enough to state W
d, if so, to furmsh this Governm

Stating that th

for the early inspection
dia, to be good

has been completed by Mr. Holland an
officer’s report on the subject.
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T e

; h3. On the
of the Coimbatore distriet d
profitable that the examination of the iron oren b g oneoms a1 it would e

more

F o P
; e .t e
- TN e

VI

2 | | R :
o 2o 181 Revevos, 25m Myner 1399 I
. T e 1

GOVERNMENT oF MADR;&é

REVENUE DEPART

Reap—again ‘ o
again G.0., No. 846, Revenue, dated 6}, Octob ’ Z!
ABSTRACT.—P&SSing orders on the - | | {

corundum areas of Sale . question of the contj '
of mica mines in N, ellort: and Coimbatore, the investig 317?(1)11112? aéfzin?)f)lthe nvestigation of the
: ores . Jae

Read—lett ' L e the Hiopection ;
—letter o the Dj . ' : 3
' irector, Geological Survey of India;, No. 847 !
1897, 0. 847, dated 6th Octoper. =8

Read—-lettert th I).l r i a urv f I \ l
0 e 1) eCtO }Geologle IS r ey O ndia Y0 008 da [¢]
] 89,. ) *

Salem in selecting theSmng that Mr,

Middlemj ‘
wo tons.of j D188 may be depyt .
5o 050 0 b s o g IS0 9 5 tho Collectr o
purposes.

Read—also the ¢ i

gicafsﬁlrl‘fg';ﬁ }(;E;zr from R.D. OLDHAM, Esq., Offciatine Dj ‘
, Department, dated (}i"altgu?t]: bl?{ﬁtiry to the Gow:érnmgrttﬁgﬂ[)geetor’ (Feolo-.
ov adras, Rey :
* Tn reply to you & ovember 1897, No. 1205 .2 hevenue

to inform you ch b ; slettﬁgr, ﬁ) 0. 847, dated the 6t} October 1897, 1 :
Holland for the comine seasol; laig’l‘amm,e of employment of Meger have the honoyr
- inconvenient now o opgn s n as been already arranged and sessns-‘ Middlemiss apq
following remarks with re§ d em. Apart from this conside anctioned, it would e, |
2. With roomn s tﬁar. to the desires expressed in yoﬁé‘ratllotn, I would offer the i
i . ° 0 S;ﬂ;ﬁtlgation of the Kurnool iron oi or tnder Tep ly. |
eyf)?l cllfxz this till the experim?n,‘tlozfuz‘rztllu i e k
Madtas ironpes we'rem view, has been tried, | have:e t;:g txlll )
0

rious omission. [t mu:thf,’wn ‘o be workable at 4 Profit which

_ in Madras, but 1}, S

. : , e 3y
other hand, Mr. Middlemisg expects to be able to / ‘
com

uring the ne plete the Survey

ores be Postponed till the completion of the

Jhey desire the extension of the mi

¢

i
M‘ 9/:}'2
ENT. /}{\

No. 181, Revenvs, 25mn Maro: 1898, - 3

work in hand. At the same time I would point out that it Woul of ‘little service
for Mr. Middlemiss to be despatched on this investigation unless your Government is
prepared to provide, or procure for him, assistance in mal.cing excavations which would
enable samples to be obtained of sufficient size and sufficiently unaffected by weather-
ing to enable a true estimate. of the quality and quantity of ore to be made, This
assistance might be of the same nature and on the same secale as was rendered in the
investigation of the corundum deposits at Palacod in Salem, without an assurance that
this will be done, I do not feel myself able to submit your proposal to the Goversment
of India with a recommendation that it be adopted.

4. With regard to your second proposal, my position is totally different. I observe
that your Board of Revenue have no misgivings as to the existence of mica in
quantity, and in this I am in perfect agreement with them. Nor does it appear that

ica-bearing rocks to be surveyed; this too is, I
in the absence of better maps than are at present available,
it would be impossible to make a survey which would be of real service to the mica
miners, who are probably quite capable of finding the mica-bearing rock for themselves.

5. Either of these se “":neg would be within the province of the Geological Survey,
but it is different with t} >and actually made on me, that Mr. Holland be deputed
to advise the miners as . /to improve their methods of mining, I am prepared
to accept your statement that*the methods at present in vogue are crude and wasteful,
though it is my experience that methods which appear to be imperfect to the out-
sider have often some real reason when they are fully investigated. I also believe
that Mr. Holland, or any other member of the survey, if deputed to. the task and
given funds and time, could devise improvements in the methods of working the
mica ; but I am still more strongly convinced that i~ such a matter he would net be
accepted as an authority by the men actually engaged in the industry. It does mot
even appear that any request has been made for assistance or- advice, and we may
take it as certain that the suggestions made by him would be rejected, if not resented,,
on the score of his want of experience. For this reason I eannot support the proposal
that any member of the Geological Survey-should be deputed for the special purpose

referred to by you.

6. T have to add that in the orders of the Government of India communicated
to this department there is no mention of Mr. Holland being deputed to the Madras.
Presidency till the end of 1898, a>d that in accordance with the scheme drawn up by
me last year, he will be employed during the coming working season on the survey of

the province of Coorg.

consider, undesirable as,

OroEr—No. 181, Revenue, dated 25th March 1898.

‘ In the circumstances.stated in the
letter from the Director, Geological
Survey of India, read above, the Govern-

ment resolves not to press for the immediate _investigation of the Kurnool iron ores,
nor for the early inspection of the mica mines in Nellore.

2. As advised by the Director in paragraph 2 of his letter, the Government will
await the results of the experiments to be made in England with the Salem iron ore
and Bengal coal, before taking further action towardfs» the exploitation of the Kurnool

iron ores. ..

Miscellaneous.

3.. If it should be decided to depute Mr. Middlsmiss to Kurnool next season, the

Government will consider the question of providing him with adequate professional

assistance.

4. The Director will be requested
ment if the survey of the South Canara
of work allotted to Mr. Holland in paragraph
letter, No. 3997—72-11, dated 23rd November
to furnish Government with a copy of this officer’s re

to be good cnough to inform this Govern-
district, which was included in the programme
1 (5) of the Government of India’s,
1396, has been completed, and, if so,
port on the subject.
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4 P, No. 181, REVENUE, 25ta Marcr 1898. ‘ < M/
— R \ P T DIRECTOR, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA. - //«f’
5.\ \ '. paragraph 14 of his report on the trial excavations at ’ ‘ / s
© Palacod 1 ::}',‘;“ No. $46, dated 6th October 1897, Mr. Middlemiss will be ) R ?‘f" i
requested \ .- Lf any information has been received on the testing and valuation of . . .
the corundu.n sent to England. —
6. The following letter will be despatched to the Director, Geological Survey of
From

India. = .

L emm re——

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,

Land Records and Agricalture).

» ” (Land Revenue).
» C. 8. Middlemiss, Esq.

Exd. Shaik Rarlm.

¢0 Copisd.
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" (True Extract.)

{
(Signed)
Ag. Secretary to Government, :
\ , - \\3

[

The Government of Fort St. George.

G. S. FORBES,

Rerd. Enclosures

1898,

Regd. Spare copies

vd

_
Letter No. 182, 25th March 1898.

e e

T ——
.

MARCH.

’

of India, that this Government bas resolved

not to press for {he immediate investigation of the Kurnool iron- ores, nor for the early inspec+
tion of the mica mines in the Nellore district; and requesting the Director to be good enough
to state whether the Survey of the South Canara district has been completed by Mr. Holland
and, if 8o, to furnish this Government with a copy of that officer’s report on the subject.

Informing the Director, Geological Survey

e rav T m———— =

L
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“=""No. 182, Ravesow, 25l Mane s I
REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
From ;’
T Tue Hon'six Mr. G. S. FORBES, L.CS, '
Ag. Secretary to the Government of Madras,
To
Tue DIRECTOR, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA,
Dated Fort St. George, 25th March 1898.

S1g,

With reference to paragraph 3 of my letter, No. 1008, dated 3rd December 1897,

' wherein a further communication on the

' ) | . subject of future geological investiga-

Miscellaneous. tions in" this Presidency was promised, 1

am directed to state that, after a careful

consideration of the circumstances set forth in your letter, dated 16th Novemter

1897, No. 1205, His Excellency the Governor in Council has resolved not to press

for the immediate investigation of the Kurnool iron ores, nor for the early inspection
of the mica mines in the Nellore district. '

2. In deference to the views expressed by you in paragraph 2 of the same letter,

His Excellency the Governor in Council has decided to await the results of the

experiment to be made in England with Salem ore and Bengal coal, before taking

any further action in the direction of the exploitation of the Kurnool iron ores. If

it is decided to depute Mr. Middlemiss to Kurnool next season, His Excellency in
Council will consider the question of providing him with professional assistance as
suggested in paragraph 3 of your letter.

3. With reference to paragraph 1 (3) of the letter of the Government of India,
dated 23rd October 1896, Nu.”3997—72-11, in which it was stated that Mr. Holland

_ was to undertake the survey of South Canara and Coorg, I am to enquire whether the

! (Signed)

survey of the former district has been completed by Mr. Holland and, if so, to request
that a copy of his report may be furnished to this Government.

I have the.honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

G. 8. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

Exd. Bhaik Karim.

20 Copiee.
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