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; Light-weight Coins.
2 (emmunicating, with remarks, to the Revenue and Local and Manicipal Departm ) ¢
me R.evenue',g and to certain officers resolution of the Government of India m g the
pules hitherto in force for receiving — in Government treasuries, and. directing the publication of _
the same in the Fort St. George Gazette and the application of the ruling to certain cases that had.
arisen in the Public Works and Revenue Departments. : =
~ .
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCITAL DEPARTMENT.

.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 204, Financial, dated 21st March 1891,

Apstracr.—Communieating notification of the Government of [ndi
officers to cut or break silver coin under section 16 of the Indian Coina
session of certain previous notifications.

a authorizing certain
go Act, 1870 in saper-

Reap—also the following papers : —

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue is. N ; ate
21st %eptember 1898. ( evenue), Mis. No. 2618, dated

Read—the following papers :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (1. o P 8
roc5ethl Eprﬂ 18;)8. oard of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis, No., 973, dated

Read—the following papers :—

From R, MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of I

Accts., dated 2nd February 1898, istos, Ref. .on; 0.’ Fo. 2 (FE.

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that, some time ago,
the officer in charge of the Branch Reserve Treasury in Madras cut and returned to
my Treasury Deputy Collector a number of light whole runees o hat

' - 0 WornhE > rupees, on the ground tha
they had been fraudulently reduced in weight. ~ Mr. Batten and T have both examined
these coins'and could see no mdx'(ratum of frandulent ill usage on ”luy;, M,. e
while still in charge, sent one of the cut coins to the Accom , A
i i : 1e Accountant-(ieneral, asking 10F
instructions as to the met]_wd pf detecting such fraudulent reduction I‘ ely: the
Accountant-General states, in his let@er, dated 5th November 1897 }N 0 :‘3‘1'3‘;1-1{!:’5(;11?09
Department, that the coin sent to him had lost 161 grains in weight since v
as, on the average, a rupee loses only 2 per cent. or 86 grains in £F e 1874, ek

“ i ' grams in 55 years, it mus
assumed that the reduction must be due to frandulent usage, even though ,subseqlleﬂt
wear and tear while tl)c coin 18 1n circulation will obliterate all ’;‘arks ol&’ill-troatvuwﬂt-
Unfortunately, the coin does not seem to have been aceurate
cut, and althougbllt must have b'e(}.n light, it may very well have been oAb
portion of the 16} grains was lost in the operation of cutting.

2. I'do no‘t t(l]nnk tlhc Aec?lu1‘1ta1.1)t-(‘}(3'r;9.ral’s argument is altogether gound. A
great deal must depend upon the wear w ich a coin has, If passed from band to
hand constantly in the bazaar it will be very much more quickly worn than if it
spends most of its time in a hoard or in a treasure bag in some .tl‘etwury [ have
seen silver coins of the Umtcd. l\lngdum‘ of the same age as the rupee in. qucsti(’n
which have lost quite as much in proportion to their weight, and in regard to which
the question of fraudulent usage was never likely to be raised. And it js g known
fact that coins, which have circulated most of their existence in the East end of London,
suffer very much more by wear and tear than those cireniating in the west end.

8. On receipt of the Accountant-General’s letter quoted above, orders were issued
by my Deputy Collector to taluk officers and to the head-quarter treasury ghroffs
that all coins received must be very carefully examined, and that all coing " found to

ly weighed before it “"‘8’
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have lost more of weight than what the Accountant-General stated was proper to
expect, must be treated as reduced by fraudulent means and mustibe cutand returned to
the ten’derer under article 579, Civil Account Code. All such coin found in remit-
tances from taluks has been cut and returned to the taluk shroffs who had passed
them as good. 1 may add that ten rupees found reduced in weight in a remittance
from the Branch Reserve Treasury at Madras were similarly treated.

4. Now the receipts at the various taluk treasuries during the months of :
December, January, F ebruary and March run from 15 to 28 lakhs each month. In
taluks there are two shroffs, but in the majority theréis only one. It is the
sot;le of these shroffs to examine coins received, to see that they are good and current
du- ¢, and, in performing this duty, the shroff must not detain the person payingin the
~00%nl<’)n er, than is absolutely necessary. Formerly the practice was to aceept as good
e iug which bore no evident signs of having been tampered with, all rupees and half
. cos found later on to have lost more than 2 pe&ent. being treated under article
ru?eef the Civil Account Code as coin which bad been reduced by fair wear and tear.
g\ii oghroﬁ was thus able to examine coin rapidly and persous paying in were not
ined. But now if a shroff does this he runs the risk of having to replace any
deta which the head-quarter shroffs may find to be below the minimum weight and
o 5 under the Accountant-General’s instructions as fraudulently reduced, or else
- ust weigh every rupee and keep persons bringing remittances waiting for a very
ne s As a matter of fact both these things happen. TLast month 57 light
i~ were found in a remittance of Rs. 1,30,000 from Tenali, the value of wbich had
colg made good by the shroff of that taluk. It is true he got the cut light coins back.
;guteowing to the fall in the value of silver the loss must be considerable, and his

pay 1s only Rs. 15 a month.
5. In a similar case in regard to Bandur, the Tahsildar writes :—

Jong while.

that no less than Rs. 27 were cut and returned to the shroff in the month of

‘;rlt :,? ‘t’ﬁ‘:t h: was ordered to make good the amount. It is, I need hardly submit, hard
Janu t}{ese ill-paid men to be ordered to pay such large sums month’after month, as itis impos-
)(ienfor {hem to weigh each rupee that they receive.  The matter of cutting sach rupees is

a
sibe; a panic in rural tracts, as village officials are refusing to receive rupees freely from

2;?&5: fear that they may be rejected in the taluk treasury.”

6. The panic among shroffs is even greater. The Bandur shroff says that if he
'eigh each rupee he cannot examine more than Rs. 2,000 a day. This, in
taluk with receipts of over Ks. 1,60,000 a month at this seuson must mean an

a

normous delay. A shroff is expected to examine Rs. 15,000 a day under the
enori 4

rules in foree- : il 1

7. In my treasury remittances from taluks have to be examined on receipt. In
Kk treasuries the shroff has to make payments as well as receive money. At
Ll uarters it is however possible to arrange that only one of the four shrofts shall
hea_d.'% and pay out money, and that the others shall do nothing but examine remit-
reces® It has been found that they ean examine each Rs. 10,000 a day, faking care
tanoasnlu de all fraudulently reduced coin. At 24 working days to a month these

iy get through Rs. 7,20,000. The remittances, however, amount to over

entertained on daily wages, it will be impossible to recover the
1t extl;‘} xlril;gt ?3:;?11 passed by these te};lpomry men, and the practice of enertaining f.
valueis in any case open to objection. : !
them ‘Gince the passing of the Currency Act of 1893 the rupee is no longer worth
0,3' its weight in silver. Silver has been constantly depreciating and is worth
exh le about Rs. 72 per 100 tolas. India has become one of the countries whese
now Ordy of currency is gold, and the rupee has, in fact, become a token in the same
standar  British silver coinage or as over our copper coinage. There is, therefore,
oy &se same necessity for imsisting on a minimum weight for rupees 1 ordinary
not lation, any more than there is for insisting on a minimum weight for copper
eiren 1 (io not propose to go as far as to suggest that, as 18 the case with copper; all
-o(?izf; coin shall continue to be current so long as they continue to show any signs of

Government mintage, but I think that the strictness of the existing rules may very

L e iyt

l
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well be modified. The old rule might very well be reverted to, that so long as the
appearance of the coin showed no signs of having been fraudulently tampered with,
it should be accepted as current at full value and, if found light, it should be dealt with
under article 583, Civil Account Code,and withdrawn from circulation. Thisis, I
believe, the rule in regard tolight gold in Britain. I am unable to say what is the
rule in regard to silver, but it must, of course, be quite as favourable to the public.

_ 9. If the Accountant-General cannot see his way to modifying his orders on the
subject, I would suggest that the Government of India be addressed in view to an
alteration of the Civil Aecount Code, the circumstances having altered since 1893.

10. I would also respectfully suggest that the sums collected from the various
xi:n‘o‘ﬂ’s, namely, Rs, 57 from Tenali, Rs, 35 from Gudivada, Rs. 27 from Bandur, and
Rs. zl_ixionfl the I\nn(hgznn'u shroff be, in the circumstances refunded tothem, as it 18
mmpossible for them to perform the examination expected of them and yet to avoid
detaining for long periods persons who bring remittances,

Reference No. 135, dated 8th February 1898.

r n JO ] "
Forwarded to the Accountant-General for favour of early remarks.

—

From R. MORRIS] Esq., Acting Collector of Kistna, to the Secretary to the

Commissioners of Land Rey :
. ; evenue, dated Masulipatam, 18th February 1898
R. C. No. 265-A.—Accts. Bntam SR
898111_0011t;1ln.u:lmon of my letter, Ref. on C. No, 265-A— Accounts, dated 2nd February
1898, 1n which ‘I brought to the notice of the Board the effects of the ruling of
the Accountant-General that all rupees, which have lost more than a certain weight,
must be regarded as fl'mu_lu](-m;ly reduced in weight. however fr 0 of
fhib o iaiina g rgryn : eight, however free from cause 0
Bl P“‘;U‘; ,E' Hl’} a’l‘?lmr,c of the coin may 'be, I have the honour to state that, in the
¢ase o tqe shak t“_"_k> the number of coins returned by my treasury officer was 88
out of the first remittance of Rs. 1,40,000 during Janunary, - Fiftv-nine of these 88
coins are deseribed as light by misuse, The second remittance of Rs. 2,62,500 has
not yet been (mmplet()-ly shroffed. The total receipts at this taluk treasury du ing the
o A Q5 9, L 4 o uz

month amounted to Rs, 4,22,340-7-2 ; there are two shroffs_on Rs. 15 and Rs. 10,
and the “”m]-r'”" ‘)’f working ,‘{“}'S was 23.  Fach shroff had théfefore to examine on the
average, Rs. 9,181 a (.lu.y. lr:m.suotu_ms were heaviest between the 10th and 20th-
1t t]‘l)ls period be considered, which contained twelve working days, and during which

2 5 )¢ O r O0O1 VO y darlve ¢ P 9 9 =
8. .,,93,].).1 were received, the daily average for each shroff was Rs. 16,883, Making
allowance for their other work and taking every precaution to exclude light and
counterfeit coin, each s}u'oﬂ" cannot manage to examine more than Rs. 7.500 a day-
If he examines only this quantity he gets into trouble for keeping the }.)art,iés waiting

and for not examining the number the Civil Account Code expects of him, and if hel’

attempts more he is liable to have to replace the light coins he has admitted

2. The value of silver in Masulipatam is only Rs. 72 for 100 tolas and at this
rate the Toss to the two shroffs on Rs. 59, assuming that the coins were full weight, 18
Rs. 16-8-4 for January, against their united pay of Rs. 25. I am told however, that,
in Tenali, silversmiths will not allow more than As. 8 for a eut 1-|11)¢1,_ The ioss to
the two shroffs would, therefore, be Rs. 29-8-0. They have not yet been able to
replace the coins returned to them.

8. Itis utterly impossible to expect men to work on these terms, and I have
therefore directed that, pending the receipt of orders on my letter of the 4th instant
quoted above, the value of such coins shall not be collected from the shroffs, [ trust the
Board will be pleased to approve of my action.

4. The remaining 29 coins were returned for other faults than lightness, and I
(lo not make any recommendation in the shroff’s favour in regard to them,

AR AAIASAAAIAINI I INANAN ISP s PN
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—

Reference No. 216, dated 1st March 1898.

The Collector’s letter of the 4th instant was referred to the Accountant-General
for favour of remarks and has not yet been returned,

2. In the meantime the Board approves of the Collector’s action.

From F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant-General, to the Secretary to the
%omgxsxgsxonem of Land Revenue, dated Fort St. George, 4th March 1898,
O' § ] &

In reply to your reference, No. 135, dated the Sth'of February 1898, on the ‘
meanymg letter from the Collector of Kistna, suggesting that the strictness of the

isting 1ule with regard to the cutting of greatly underweight rupees may be
modified, 1 have the honour to state that the rule to which Mr. Morris refers is an old
one now observed more strictly.

2. The rate of wear and tear has been arrived at after the examination of a very
large number of rupees (more than 50 lakhs) and may be taken as fairly accurate.

3. My currency office allows a considerable margin over this rate before
rejecting coin for fraudulent reduction when it bears no evident signs of the same.
More potdars, as provided for in the Civil Account Code, can be employed when
necassary.

4. The enclosure received with the Board’s Reference No. 216, dated 1st March
1898, is also returned.

6. If the Board proposes to uphold the Collector in remitting the sum to be made
good by the shroff, I request that the papers be sent to Government with an
intimation. I shall be glad if Government will permit me to indicate the views of the
Government of India upon the subject before confirming the Board’s action.

From R. MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of Kistna, to the Secretary t th
(lommissioners of Land Revenue, dated Masulipa;.tam, 14th Marz{l 1)898e
No. B 774-Acets. , i

T have already brought to the notice of the Board in my letters of 4th Janua
1898 and 10th January 1898, Ref. on C. No. 265-Ace., ghe great hardship ml%
jnconvenience t.hat rﬁz from the recent ruling of the Accountant-General in
the matter of coins prestimed to have been rendered light by misuse. Complaints on
this subject continue to be received from the sub-treasuries, The shroffs that
have been frightened by the heavy loss they are likely to incur in making good the
coin rejected by my treasury officer are naturally very slow in receiving money into
the treasury to the great annoyance of the public. It is impossible to avoid delay
when tht’; diminution in weight is alpne consule;ed, sufficient cause of the presumption
of the coin having been rendered light by misase. Consequently every suspicious

5, in his own interests, to be weighed by the shroff. A very undesirable effect

ha )
ﬁz?:lhis is the large accumulation of unshroffed balances in the various sub-treasuries,

go much as over Rs. 1,80,000 being reported to be kept unshroffed in Tenali alone,

9. Another cause that increases _the wor.k of the shroffs is that the sub-treas
officers 8¢ incapable of effectually withdrawing from circulation such coins on their
first p,esentatlon, not being empowered by the Cmgage Act to cut them. It happens,
therefore, that every such coin has a chance of being presented a number of times,
until at one time or other the shroff is taken in. One of my Tahsildars reports, and it
gtands fo reason 1t should be so that the village officers, when they find certain coins
réjected from their remittance, do not easily give up presenting them again,
determined evidently not to be losers themselves.

8, Under the above circumstances, I fully understand the reasonableness of the
arzis from some of my Tahsildars requesting to get additional shroffs appointed. The
ahsildar of Tenali reports that he is almost in despair as to how the work can be
gone through at all without additional help to his shroffs. His taluk is the heaviest
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in the district, so much as over eleven lakh i

akhs being collected in th s of
li;ce‘utlbfrl’( January, F.cbruary and _March_ Similar reports have u(l,si():(‘l;l:"linzl(liﬂxmn
other taluks. T herewith subjoin a list of the collections made in the t.hrcc‘ taluks—

Tenali, Gudivada and Bépatla—with v i
: atla—- egard to which alone ‘ i
showing also the number of shroffs at ptx"eseut em Ilvloy:(ll‘o:li-[ T N

o —_———————————————rn
Taluks. Dr_‘)c;;abcr Jann:_(ry Febrnary March Number of
J 1897. 1897, 1897, Total, shroffs at
present.,
TR SR T e — ._——__—_——‘
0 v b P _ B, RS, Ly
Bépatla ., e s e o as | 210t 343,434 | 410,088 | 1170 018
Gudivada vy 1,29, 698 2,65 168 3,28 015 3,05 128 ,“'{'.",‘ 16 ?
o 3 0 . 30,711 2,32,708 8,138,050 3::v3:3\3& 9'6")"1-;(«)%;'; 2 4
69, ¢

> Iﬂwould d‘raw ‘thc attention of the Board in this conneoti
0. 63, dated 6th February 1894, from which it appears that
pf 1;(1}1pees has been considered to be as much as a shroff mi
1n the course of the vear. The inco P 4 i
' > year, 3 mncome of the Tenali taluk appr
ok ; i Sy all taluk approaches twelve lakhs
tahilfsth:ﬁ(ff;tl?fpatkl)a gx(,...mls tu.l lakhs, There are only two shroffs in each of theso,
) one’more 1;{&&1} mll“f!.‘d 1!151t, in the faee of the above proceedings, the uppointment
s ;(;Pl ;;”:]: .s{)imi Lttl) each of these taluks would be justifiable, even when
A ould not be so accentuated as it is at pres r lifficulti

thrown upon the shroft, e

4. 1 consider i g : . ;
Ay st R i ing the kist months alone. There is always
: '), on to the appoitment of temporary shroffs that while it does relieve the
f}trmamnt incumbent of some work, it relieves him of no responsiblity whatever in
e matter of subsequently replacing coins when so ordered. As, however, the incomie
of this taluk would not justify the entertaining of a permanent shroff, I have had to
recommend a temporary appointment on Rs. 10 a month. L

on to its Proceedings
a receipt of three lakhs
ght be expected to cope with

From R. MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of Kistna, to the Secretary to the
Clommissioners of Land Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 14th March 1898
R. C. N. No. 265-A.—Accts. g

In continuation of my letter, dated 4th February 1898,'Ref. on Cur, No, 265-A.—
Acects,, in which I brought to notice the effect of the Aoeount.ant-Genc.ral’s‘ order tilat
coins below a certain weight must be treated as reduced bygudulent means, I have
the honour to state that I have received from the Accountant-General a l»ttc,r dated
5th Marech 1898, N.o. 842, in which he says that it is the pmctlico of tlte ",n'en('
department—and I in fer also of the reserve treasury—to treat as fraudul ]tl . 'educez
rupees of' 1840 w}nc_h have lost 10 grains or upwards, and rupees of ]qgg y(; subse-
quent mintages which have lost b grains and upwards. To .‘snmo (‘;(t\ :utl} is is &
relaxation of his previous dictum that as coins 60 years old had beel; f(vn lltl have
lost not more than 2 per cent. of their weight by :fair wear and tear O:OI;I(JS 0which
have lost more must be regarded as having been reduced by fraudulent x’neaus. ¢

2. T have however to point out that neither ir et e b :
sub-treasuries are there an}I') weights by which it xt:a;rn{elu(\ﬁ:}c?ﬁﬁ:gg tl'loasur]y neo;‘alcrtl;
weight of any coin is. - The only weights supplied are of 176-4 gmiusf(:f ""}t 1“011' st
882 grains for half-rupecs and 1225 grains for sovereigns and (1:125 o ‘i.'. ﬁalfz
sovereigns. These weights are only for testing whether or not cniﬂaut]'su momain
legal tender and fit for re-issue. If rupees are to be rejected as reduce l‘bs il' r;Iulcnt
means, whether or not they show any visible signs of such treatmt ty'f"tlﬁ*  fall
below 170 or 175 grains, according to circumstances, all shroffs ou lxt;L’:l ”};' -b)ided
also with weights of 85 and 873 grains for half-rupees and 170 %nd ‘1)75' K lf:s S
whole rupees. Otherwise they must in self-protection continue to rej : gm]lll ins
which fall below the present minimum cireulation weights: a taluk sl Ic‘};ct p 20;8
that a coin a little below 1764 grains will not be rejected l’)y AR head].m fann}(; Oﬁg'
nor the latter that such a coin will not be cut and returned them bquar o Sn::nc’
department or the reserve treasury. y the cu H

Lo

" 'ﬁsthem, but if my proposals in my firs
~apply for sanction to do so,

- A i
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g. Istill think that while rupees below the 1764 grain standard should be
withdrawn from cireulation and elassed as uncurrent, all light eoin which does not
to the eye appear to have been tampered with should be received without question in
payment of Government demands. . ; % i

From F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant-General, to the Secretary to the
Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 29th March 1893, No. 1274.

With reference to the letter to your address from the Collector of Kistna,

965-A., dated the 14th March 1898, a copy of which has been sent to me, and in
No. 835 of the 4th idem, I have the honour to state that I

d my attitude as implied in paragraph 1 of the Collector’s

No.

continuation of my letter,

t in any way change _ -
E vz:g? letter. v In my letter to him I merely told him my actnal practice.

9, It is the custom here for the shroff to first set apart all eoins which are less
mum weights and then ascertain their exact weight by using the grain

mini
txi;hta. The latter can be purchased locally.

e

From R. MORRIS, Esq, Acting Collector of Kistna, to the Secretary to the
(ommissioners of Land Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 24th March 1898,

R. C. No. 265—Accts.

In my letter, Ref. on Cur. No. 265-A.—Accts., dated 18th February 1898, I
roposed that, pending final orders on the question raised in an earlier reference on
fhe%ame current, dated 4th February 1898, the value of light-weight rupees should
not be collected from taluk shroffs, and in its Proceedings, No. 216, dated 1st March

1898, the Board approved of my action.
9. T mentioned only the case of the Tenali taluk—my letter was drafted at Tenali
bu't my proposals had reference to all taluks. I think it right to inform the Board
4 in each taluk up to the date of despateh of this letter.

of the total involved
! Taluk. January. February. March. Total.
Ba.5 &SP, Rs. A. 2. Re. 4 ». |Rs, a »
2 e s 25 8 0 . ve 26 '8 0
g;nd?::d& Ly o . 37 0 0 15 0 0 315 .0, 50 63 0 0
da .. .. .- .. . .
o T e s 2770 0 21’0 0
Nandighma ., .o . 21 0 O 12 0 0 4 0 0 37 .8 0
Tenali A ¥ o 6 0 0 32 0 0 66 0 0 146 0 0
Bapatla oy L o 70 0 0 60 0 0 | 130 0 O
Rattenapalle . o s
Narasaraopeb o o8 ke
Vinukonda v . o
o A § g ] e ind 2% 0
Total of the distriet .. 142 8 0 158 0 0 130 0 0 | 430 8 0

The Board will see how impossible it is to expect taluk shroffs to replace dothis

of these sums without getting very seriously into debt. : |
e g As I am not supplied with weights to enable me to determine whether

¢ 1840 are less than 170 and those of 1862 onwards than 175 grains in

rupees othe figures mentioned by the Accountant-Geeneral in his letter of the 5th

weights th yof e RN (i e
11008 No. 842, and as they were cut with reference to his previous declara n
March 10 o which had lost more than 2 per cent. of its weight must have lost it by

that a rupe I cannot say definitely how many of these coins should have

; t misusage : : j
'{)r:él;dgll&nand how igni;.ny should have been merely withdrawn from circulation. -

4. In Gudivdda, before the receipt of My orders, the shroffs had made good

b ine from their friends. I do not propose now to refund this amount
g D t reference to the Board are approved I shall
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Resolution—Mis. No. 973, dated 5th April 1898,

The Accountant-General’s letter, No. 1274, dated 29th ultimo, will be comimit-
nicated to the Collector of Kistna with refercnce to his R. (. No. 265-A.—Acots.,
dated 14th idem. In case there is special difficulty or inconvenience in following the
method now indicated by the Accountant.General, the Collector is requested to report
the same for the Board’s orders.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed)  R. C. C. CARR,

- Acting Secretary.
To the Collector of Kistna. :
»  Accountant-General. Fiis

— | &

From R. MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of Kistna, to the Secretary to the

Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 9th May 1898, R. C..
No. 265-A.—Accts.

Replying to the Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No, 973, dated 5th April 1898, oalling ‘-
upon me to state whether there is any special di fficulty or inconvenience in following

the method of examining coin indicated, by the Accountant-General, 1 have the
honour to state as follows. ‘

2. In the Accountant-General’s reserve treasury coin is received only from
district treasuries and from the mints. These remiftances are accompanied b a
potdar whose services can be spared from the despatching treasury for a consider-
able period, and the shroffs can examine the coin at some leisure. The shroffs
engaged in this work are also free from interruption during the time they are engaged
in this work. The taluk shroffs on the other hand, who are the principal sufferers
under the existing arrangements, have to receive money from village talayaries antl
vetties, who mast not be kept waiting in the taluk treasuries longer than can
possibly be helped, as they have other important duties to perform in their own
villages. The taluk shroffs are also liable to interruption as upon them devdv‘?!
the duty of issuing coin in payment of Government demands, stamps to vendors M” »
stationery to clerks and karnams. And this issue of coin they may not do from the
unshroffed village remittances. The work of shroffing has to be carried on 88
rapidly as ible under disadvantages from which the Accountant-General’s shroffs
are free. And even more care is expected of taluk shroffs in so much as no taluk
officer is authorized to cut coin. The taluk shroffs may only refuse it. They must
therefore be on the look out to see that coin which they have rejected one day is Dot

brought up again for addmission by them the next. This is an inconvenience the
Accountant-General’s shroffs are entirely free from. . ;

3. The Accountant-General's shroffs apparently first examine the coin and Kﬂt .
aside all such coins as seem suspicious, then weigh these with the minimum weight&
and finally ascertain with grain weights the exact weight of those coins which are i
below the weight fixed for legal tender, If this procedure is to be adopted in taluks,
the staff of shroffs must be largely inereased. The existing staff simpf has not got.

time to do more than put aside coins whose appearance is suspicious and wei
with minimum weights. And in the hurry with which their work has to gg’% '
they often omit to notice anything suspicious about coins which may really

light in weight. Draughts may also affect the weighing they make, and they cannob
spend much time over weighing any one eoin. Grain weights are not, with deference

to the Accountant-Gieneral, to be got locally, and if they could, their aooum*lw H
be relied upon. If they are to be used, they must be supplied from Madras. d‘“‘" i
however, whether they could be used properly in taluk offices where the shroffs W?’; i
in places into which gusts of wind enter, which must affect delicate weighings. A8
the vaults of Fort 8t. George there are no such draughts. O Tt

4. In theso circumstances T consider it is impossible to adopt the Amnntlﬂt’
General’s procedure with our present establishmouts, B

5. If, however, it is determined that taluk shroffs must attempt at least to follow
this procedure, I would request that they should be furnished with weights of 170 1 £
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This confirmation is deemed necessary, as the

who has directed the recovery of the nominal v

16, Civil Account Code, prevail over those of
Government.

2. I append a statement of sums outst
books of this office up to end of May |

orders of the Aocnun(unt-Geanl
alue of these (_'ninﬂ, must under BI'(iC‘G
every authority subordinate to the Local

e anding on this account in the objection

Valoe of light mine
used rupees to be
recoversd from

shroffs vp to
ond of May 1848,

{ Name of taluk.

Bandur .. ik [ RS. A. P,
Nandigfma i 4 . .. aih way 43RBT
Tenali .o v Se o B sie o 4 00 e
Nuzvid 4 (s i sle .e o B18:00 0
Bépatla ., - ot % e wiy «s« 56 0 0
Gudivada .. K Y3t A 141 0 0

.o wre, . ROEE -

Total .. 662 8—_0

———— ——

* Includes Rs. 62 recovered from the shroff vri :
il il prior o the tentative Postponement of collection of the yalue of woch

————

Reference, No. 679, dated 21st June 1898

Before addressing Governy ired ;
: ) nent as deesired
. . | 3 VO .
the Board resolves to request the ) 0 the second of the letters read above

A e ¢ 1 -
of his letter No. 835, dated 4th ’\{1'(.“;““1‘““,-("'I."’r“l’ with advertence to ]mmgmph
. 839, date Mareh 1898, to indicate his views in the matter both

generally and with special reference to My, Morris?® lotter of 4t M
- T o1 dth ) ay.

From T. HESKETH BIGGS. ¥
Commissioners of I
No. 3726.

With rcf:rence to your Nn_. 679, dated 2]gt ultimo, aski : noe
to par.‘qgraph b of Mr. Harrison’s letter, No. 835, dateq :nnlh l\rllg me, with ﬂd‘:mg.eam
my views in the matter of hght-wmght coin go“,”u”, Xs : 3 arch lb".!b, to 1ndie
Mr. Morris’ letter of 9th May, 1 have : ¥ and with special reference 0

: the honour t
orders laid down by the Comptroller-Gene Ak mm‘. that the lollowing are i
28th June 1897 : — eneral fop iy guidance in his No. 642, dat

vl irkide f a0 L
The principle which almul{l be observed in determin: v
whom the remuttances were received should he required tnn,r: \ih"”"‘r the Treasury officers from
not is, I think, whethe s deBaionavy in e E ] ed 1o make yood the v y in or
) ht, ¥ ) " t” F];‘: dc_.hc; ency in weight and the general an mﬂ,l~ (h? e ?m'.h 00’: a8
might or should not or inarily escape detection at the hands f” ool e soth w'mc
with proper care, but it would a : s ol o shroff performing his WwO¥

LT s Prear undoubtedly o
detect deficiencies of more than 10 grains in a l_"l;]:_‘]‘:’,‘“MUHUMQ to oxpoct o shroff to be able i

£q., Account

) ant-Ge i r e
b liuv(:um», Piey neral, to the Secretary to th

d Fort 8t George, 22nd July 1898,

This order is being acted on by me in the

2. With reference to Mr. Morris’ letter ave
glifﬁculty of wind and weights are manifest ltv“t;iz'if]m‘l‘t%'l't]il? .lh-O nour o stito, (e thg
is whether the shroffs are able to do the work when it is ré 3 l}ef g wuﬂdeﬁe
To .judgje of this, it‘w:ill be necessary to ascertain {}10 ?1“111;‘ Ql(,l i dque Mf‘nveﬁ.
Artiele 964 of t.hc Civil Lceount Code lays down that 10 ()sz) Tho coins mc‘l,ll “i‘i
be examined daily and this is the number examined by (‘ucix f whals THpNE i+ uk
treasuries, other duties may prevent this number buiﬁg d(;)x m);)Shmﬂﬂ' A cur
chiefly at the commencement of a month and they are not purt}z:lla:‘lty };ﬂymon“ it
‘ 1eavy.

3. With regard to paragraph 5 of Mr. Morris® lotte vt
that the question of 'l':tI;ISihl:u‘s Ib«-ing given the Ilm“!((ﬁt't:x::’ «{ultﬁ:)or th? h”nom’toﬂewe
in 1882 (vide G.0., No. 1136, Financial, dated 6th S(:lviolﬁl;¢-‘:~ Yglélz s g nes-
tion was again raised in 1884 by the Collector of Trichino .l ) 'Th‘},}o‘:.rd”
Proceedings, No. 1808, dated 29th May 1884). The fear then wasp(:hy t(l'm]fa hildars
were enfrusted with the power, the cutting of eoins would be oan::a(i . 1: r; thi
might still take place and cause widespread discontent. I have had mz?-z &,’d.aﬂ

currency office and regerve treasury: g

lo

A
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L arily, and th daﬁ be-no-.
i reasury officers cutting eoins unnecessarily, and there can be mo
eompt];l:tt]?}:g :;eTmore ls'tyrict: enforcement of the rules regardmgﬂhght«wg;gmv?@g_,?? oy
i come dissatisfaction. I think, therefore, the power should not be gz%eﬂto :
m:}?s‘?l%ars but I see no objection to their being permit‘bed to withdraw hghbwexght
x i whizah they are satistied have only been reduced in weight by reasqngble w,
s g itting them to the huzur treasury-to be cut a_nd sent to the mint. Coins,
and reﬁle considered had been fraudulently reduced in weight, would have to be
thhed t% the presenters, and they would remain in eirculation and be liable to be
retul‘ﬂted again, This is, of course, not desirable, but I regard 1t as a lesser evil
presenh t ofgcuf:ting coins at the risk of causing gengral discontent and d.mbphef in
Iﬁanefo:ernment rupee amongst those who are quite incapable of understanding the
e ; $
reasons for lt. - . - . - . - - Of ,d r-
1 atting light-weight coin is, In my opinion, one of CONSIGEr
ﬁ;gcﬁg,u::goﬁﬁg:r, as %hoége who %eceive rupees in good faith and then have

pous hem at a Government treasury naturally feel .agg_r'{eVed,
GEry lfnt-tgllseg; };fl{ ls);‘(:)(;zlclzz :equire to be worked with the very greatest d1seret10n
i With regard to Mr. Morris’ paragraph 6, I have the honour to state that, in
.5- i ilt.‘v@ve%ght coins received from other trea,suries,_my office dpes not ent:ﬁ them
i gt“ t-General but asa Treasury officer; there is no question qf .the‘ scre-
i Accoﬂ;l dlflfi-easury officer being overruled, it is simply that the opinion of two
M ally responsible for the receipt and issue of coin does not agree, though
:{,ﬁe‘;ell.)sotiq:ct gnder the geveral instructions of the Comptroller-Greneral.

PR

Reference thereon, No. 843, dated 29th July 1898.
From the Accountant-General, No. 3839, dated 1st August 1898.

RSN

. = . - . to
NE. Psq., Collector, Vizagapatam District, to the Secretary

metgz.cgr.mf\[i?siner,s 0;1 ‘Land Bev’enue, dated 1st August 1898, Ref C.
No. 712-Ace. i ndin

‘1 & Co., salt merchants, Vizagapatam, comp at my Treasury

ht[:: hll:afn cu(t) and returned one rupee and nine half-rupees sent by them

% d that the coins have lost more than 2 per cent. 1n

Messr?i
Deputy (0 : ' i
i _tre%;lzry g:ntgfd gtr];);n the Treasury officer can only reject coins reduced in
weight. a{treatment and that their coins bear no marks of such treatment. They
Welggtlzyc?;im that the coins be received into the treasury and good coins issued in
therel0 : :
their place- b S
t ¢ that he cannot receive the coins as they
9, The Treasury Deputy Collector say have loct in weight much more than 2
per cent., viz., from 53 to 19 grains, as
One 10 alf-rupees of 1840 .. 5} grains each. ghown in margin, which he takeeto be
o bal s of 1840 .. 6 grainseach oy ingication of frand.
Throe K ipee of 1840 .. 0 gramns. 3. Tt would appear from the corre-
o of 1862 .. 6 grains each. . ‘ 1 ot
Tyvo half-rupees £1886 .. 11§ grains. spondence between the Treasury eputy
One half-Tupee @ " Collector and rfihiha %i?mmtﬁ;ﬁl,
o i tion of the Board, that the Assay Master,
s ontg be 5561 yés’.rs and that during that

g of which are encl |
ight by fair wear and tear, a much

1 : ; e life of a rupee
ders the average rape
C“:futt?t i(l):zld only l}{:se 2 per fcferx;& dm i |
r loss being probably a sign © 4ot iy gt "

f:rge Mere loss in weight is not, ip my opimion, 2 suffivient sign of fgui'hﬂgttf:;
dEE e;asonable wear. Coins buried in a pot lose nothing 1_“er 9}_,,379 ' ¢ the Cieil
b"hfl‘}lle 22.: continuounsly in cireulation 1osed mlteh. dUtndg:e 9{1‘;2110& :rer (s "Mecdiiy ‘
whie : 3 id be cut and returned to = ol S h A

~.A70°°“n‘t‘ o mlv:: lcyzii':;ll 5 that it has been reduced in welght i chmle?tﬂi?‘n
officer < has reason to I ther hand, he has reason to believe that it has

) earing.” If, on the o : : ve timl 15 B
i trﬁaggrn::;;‘;able gea.ring’ more than 2 per cent. in weight,” he should receive 1t
]
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at its full nominal value. It seems to me that when a coin is reduced in weight by
filing, scraping or scooping or by chemical action, it should be treated as having been
reduced in weight by fraudulent means. Such coins show visible signs of maltreatment.

5. The coins tendered by Messrs, Martin & Co. bear no such marks, and I see
no reason to believe that the loss in their weight is due to any other cause than
reasonable wear and tear.

6. As this is an important matter affecting the public, I have the honour to
solicit the orders of the Board.

Resolution—Mis. No. 2618, dated 21st September 1898.

In his letter, Ref. on No. 265-A, dated 2nd February last, Mr. Morris, Acting
Collector of Kistna, reported that the officer in charge of the branch reserve treasury,
Madras, had some time before cut and returned to his Treasury Deputy Collector &
number of light whole rupees on the ground that they had been fraudulently reduced
in weight. Mr. Morris did not state the actual wéi;:ht of the coins returned, but
mentioned that he had sent one of them to the Accountant-General for instructions
as to the method of detecting such fraudulent reductions. The Accountant-General
appears to have replied that the coin sent to him had lost 161 grains in weight since
1874, and that as on the average a rupee loses only 2 per cent. of its weight or 36
grains in 55 years, the reduction in the case in question must be due to fraudulent
usage. !

2. Upon this the Treasury Deputy Collector, Kistna, issued instructions to all
taluk officers and to the head-quarter shroffs that all coins found in remittances
from taluks which bad lost more weight than the amount deseribed by the Account-
ant-Geeneral as normal must be treated as reduced by fraudulent means. and accordingly
cut and returned to the tenderer i.., the remitting Treasury officer under article 579,
Civil Account Code. This was, however, beyond the Accountant-General’s instrue=
tions, and that officer proceeded to make his meaning clear in his lotter to the
Collector, No. 842, dated 5th March 1898, in which he explained that the practice
of the Currency (!epartmont was fo treat as fraudulently reduced such rupees of 1840
as had lost 10 grains or upwards in weight and such rﬁpoes of 1862 and m'lbsuqueﬂt
mintages as had lost 5 grains or upwards. Before the receipt of this explanation the |
Treasury Deputy Collector, Kistna, had cut and returned to several taluk shroffs &

considerable number of coins of light

gk i it ” ‘3: Aé "0 weight of which the normal value is shown
Gudivida o i bk R D the margin, and Mr. Morris in his letter
Nuzvid .. .o o. .. 27 0 o to the Board, dated 18th February 1895,
Nandigéma s & .. 37 0 o reported that he had directed that ]wnding
Tendi .. .. +« «s 146 0 0 thereceipt of the orders of the Board, the
Bépatla .. o b 1 139 0 8 value of the coins should not be collected ®

2 0

Total .. 430 8 0

Tiravur ..

-

from the taluk shroffs concerned. The
joard in its Ref. No. 216, dated 1t
March 1898 forwarded this l’ulter to the
Accountant- General for his promarks an
in the meantime approved of the Collector’s action. The Accountant-General’s replys
which was dated 4th March 1898, was to the effect that his Currenny office allowed
a considerable margin over the initial 2 per cent. before rejecting coin for fraudulent
reduetion.

3 This remark was in accordance with the' definite instructions issued by the
Accountant-General about the same time to the Collector of Kistna (pide pumgl‘zl}"h
supra); but Mr. Morris, in his letter, dated I14th March 1898, raised a further
objection, namely, that the only weights supplied to taluks were those of 176-4 grains
and 882 grains for whole and half-rupees, respectively, and that if the Accountant-
General’s practice in the matter was to be followed, all shroffs should be provided

AAINAANAAIANNS ~ Tl
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with weights of 175 and 170 grains for whole rupees and 87} and 85 grains for half-
rupees. This letter having been referred to the Accountant-General for his remarks,
that officer observed that special grain weights were unnecessary as a shroff could
first set apart all coins of less than the minimum legal weight (1764 grains and 88-2

ins, respectively) and afterwards ascertain their exact weight by using ordinary
grain weights which ean be purchased locally. The Board in its Proceedings,
No, 973, dated 5th April 1898, communicated this letter to the Collector of Kistna and
requeSted him in case there was special difficulty or inconvenience in following the
method indicated by the Accountant-General to report the fact for the Board’s orders.

4. In his latter, dated 9th May 1898, Mr. Morris has reported that the Account-
ant-General’s method is impracticable for the following reasons : —

et (i) Taluk shroffs have. no time to carry out minutely the initial and the
subsequent weighment prescribed by -the Accountant-General in respect of each
doubtful coin, because the shroffing of coin is not the only duty of taluk shroffs as
it is in the case of the shroffs at the reserve treasury, Madras, from whose practice
the Accountant-General has adopted the rule in question. Taluk shroffs have also to
jgsue coin in payment of Government deman_ds, st.amps to vendi»rs, and stationery to
orks and kurnams. At present they have just time to lay aside a suspicious coin
test it by minimum weights. 3
(ii) Grain weights are not procurable locally, and if they are to be used, they
must be supplied from Madras.
(iii) Draughts of wind interfere with the V\_rork of taluk shroffs and the
weighment is thus liable to be retarded and rendered ineffectual.

(iv) So long as Tahsildars and taluk head accountants are mot given the
ower of cutting and breaking light coin, the shroff will always be exposed to the
risk of having a coin which he has rejected one day presented to him again the next

o For these reasons Mr. Morris is of opinion that it is impossible to carry out the
Accountant-General’s plan unless () taluk shroffs are furnished with weights of 170
and 175 grains and corresponding weights for half-rupees, besides the present minimum

eights of 882 and 1764 grains; and (b) Tahsildars and taluk head accountants
Wre given the power to cut and break light coin which they may consider to have been
?mudulenﬂy reduced in weight.

M. Morris also questions the authority of the Accountant-General to set numeri-
cal limits 0 the discretion of district Treasury officers who are required by section
17 of the Coinage Act XXIII of 1870 to return to the tenderer only such coin as they

sider to have been worn by maltreatn;ent and are anthorized by the same section
coté the rules framed thereu_nder to receive at their full value coins which have lost
anore than 2 per cent. in weight, but which they may consider to have been worn by

lawful usage. )
5. The Accountant-Genera.l, to whom Mr. Morrls’ letter was referred for remarks,
iders that that officer’s objections as to wind and weights are manifestly trivial
coaﬂthat the chief point to be attended to is whether the taluk shroffs are able to
an form the minimum task imposed on them by article 664, Civil Account Code,
wger OI viz., to shroff Rs. 10,000 per diem. The Accountant-General states that
Vol. 5 r’offs in his office work up to this limit and he thinks that the task in question
the E"thi“ the powers of a taluk shroff : the latter, he observes, has to make payments,
is WIthOSe not very heavy ones, only at the beginning of a month, his duties at other
an g mainly confined to the shrofliing of coin.

. eLn "
tlmesﬁb As regards Mr. Morris’ proposal that Tahsildars should be empowered to cut
br'eg,k coin, the Accountant-General remarks 'tha.t the same proposal was made in
9. but was rejected by Government. He considers that such arule would be peen-
1.881 ) anweleome at the present time when the public is already loud in its complaints
har_yst the exercise by district Treasury officers of the power of cutting and breaking
”'g-mnvegted in them by the rules made under Aet XXIII of 1870. e has, however,
OOI%b'ection to Tahsildars being permitted to withdraw light-weight coins which they
noe catisfied have only reduced in weight by reasonable wear and remitting them to the
;ruzur treasury to be cut and sent to the mint. He adds that in this case coins which

4

el
and

N
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weight should be returned to the tendercrs, and that the risk of sueh coin being

presented again at a taluk treasury must be accepted as being a lesser evil than the
discontent which might be caused if coin were liable to be eut and hroken &b every
taluk treasury,

7. The Aceountant-General’s recommend
as reasonable as is compatible with the arl
department which he is
have been fraudulently
has lost more than 10
subsequent years and |

8. It is possible

ations recited in the last paragraph are .
itrary rule laid down by the Currency o
a[)lml{l““-\' l”lflhlu to “h(']‘, \'iz.‘ ””” (v”i“ Must l"\ l"'csllnled to e

reduced in weight if it belongs to the mintage of 1840 and
graius in weight, or if it by

as lost more than 5 graius in weight,

i that by providing adequ
distriet head-quarters if they are not ay
worked as to reduce the hardship on sh;
General is apparently prepared furthe
inasmuch as he hag declared in an o
would appear undoubtedly reasonable to expect
encies of more than 1() BYAIDNs in a rupee, ¥ |y this declaration is intended to relieve L2
shroffs of the liabi-lity- to make good light coins accepted by them, so long a8 the E
h’ghlness 18 10 graing in weight or less, then it will follow that the taluk ﬁln‘qﬁs f‘f
Ll‘?m“a who have had all coins returned to them that had lost more than 36 grains 1 !
weight per rupee should be excuseq from making good the value of all but & small A
proportion of such coins, As, however, ng account has apparently bheen maintained 0 -
the exact weight of the coins eut and r : 1 ‘

; eturned to the el . 1estion, the i)
Board recommends that the Vs ths 0 the taluk shroffs in que )

5 coins cut and pefurna , » taken back g
by Government and fy]) value allowed. 1. 1d returned to them be v
submitted by Mr. Mo

is a8 to: {] refor,  The following is the ﬂf';;“"g: :
0 1he amounts ~ ing aoai arious shro :
up to the end of May 1898 . S outstanding against the various ;

ate weights which may be supplied from
ailable at taluk stations, this rule may be g0
offs to a tolerable degree., The (‘ulnpimuel:-
r to mitigate the applieation of this rule to shl‘?‘ﬂ.:
der quoted by the Accountant-General that 1

R8. A, p.
Bandor .,

Nandigéma
Tendli A
Nuzvid .,
Répatla ,,
Gudivida ..

0 [Ie,less than amount -
0 outstanding up to

0 Mareh 1808 (ride

U paragraph 2 of this

8 resolution) ]

.
.
..
.

.
-

Total ,, ggo 8“—6

For the future the Poard req

5 uests the def
the limit beyond which taluk shrofis should pe

ite ' ':3
nite instruetions of Government a8 o .
coins accepted by them,

required {o make good lil:;ht-weight

9. There remains the much larger question of the effee
on the publie by the rigid r-nfm'm.\m(}nf, in conneetio

arbitrary rules framed by the Currency departme
mints. So long as the mints were open there
returning a light rupee to the tendere

n \\ith thc pl'(y_q(\"t (.")i““g(l, ﬂf

Was no gre

at harm in cutting &0
ry as the gilye larm n eutting

‘ A I returned to him would opdinarily e
feteh in the open market only a fow Fies less thay

i %, .
d be ';.;5._ -

the y i Y
fetched much less it must have been much under \\'oi:;‘}lnltl ::S«llutolu?f;(‘::i ,].“I,“‘:;m
conseious that he must have been careless i receiving it, No & (il,”, b
of a light-weight rupee is put into {he mar ket by a tendere e
returned, it fetches some 91 annas 1f 9 grains undey ngght’ {
silver in a full-weight rupee being 10 annas, The tende
punishment for his own carelessness and 6 ayngs as a co
policy of Government.

he market price for the .

10. Lest it be thought that the margin allowed by the Currene department i8
large enough to proteet all but fmu.(lulvn.t tcmlcrn.rs, the Board wishes to draw the e
attention of Government: toa case in point, 1o Wity a letter from My, Horne, dated
st August 1698, in which he mentions that Moessrs. Martin & Co., salt merchants B

longs to the mintage of 1862 and R

T
a shroff to he able to detect defici e

t which may be pi‘(’d“:ﬁ: :

nt for a coinage issuing from OPClg@

1o whom it pas been

rer thus loses 6 pies a8 & :
usequence of the eurrency .

e -~ i
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= P § >4 L | ] "_, : - ‘)l 4 'Bé 7, & u
: lained to him against the act_lqn pf' the Tmasury ] Pﬂ. , tye
i e ttYeg az?dp re:nrning to them the following coins on the ground ﬂn =
Collector m cu

in weight :—
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One half-rupee of 1886 ve

: tam, erred in respect of the
' Deputy Collector, Vizagapatam, the Account-
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(Signed)

.. 6 grains each
Lo u. 11§ grains

Logs ofweight}.
oo 19 grains
.. LR LA *
of 1840 o . = - e 5;gra}nseﬂch
gﬁ;?ﬂs?mpee of 1840 s ARt ¥ .. 6 grainseach
Threo half-rupoe of 1840 oo oeryy w20 11t (1M (g nnin

{

NEL DAVIDSON s
= Acting Sscr;tary. i

| Ty ent.
SOGIG“ to Government, Bevanue Departm
II 0 the

Note.

i | ' for uro
£ i t. Rs. 60 were sent to the Deputy egosﬂtﬁiog’smiﬁg; . 59‘P 26
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For orders whether the Deputy Collector may be asked to receive it under section
683. If it is decided not to address him, the only alternative is to sell the
uncurrent coin and to charge any loss to establishment contingencies,

I understand that a similar case occurred in the Consulting Architect’s division in
January 1898 and they charged off the loss to establishment contingencies,

(Signed)  T. N. SUBBRAMANIAM,
30tk Seplember 1898. Cash Keeper, P, W.D.

From the Under Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, to the
Examiner, Public Works Accounts, No. 4309 C., dated 8rd October 1898.

From J. 8. WILSON, Esq., Executive Engineer, Kistna Eastern Division, to

%13' 482l;1)§f-ii]ﬂt"cndiug Engineer, II Circle, dated 20th September 1598,

I have the honour to report that in the month of August last of a remittance of
toll fees sent to treasury by the tidal lock superintendent, Masulipatam, one rupee
was returned by the treasury officer defaced as light.  The rupee is to ull appearance
a good one except for its weight. It cannot now be ascertained from whom the coin
was received. [ request to bp informed whether the action of the treasury officer is
legal or not and, if 80, who is to bear the loss, It is a practical impossibility for a
lock superintendent to detect small deficiencies in the weight of the coins received,
and as far as I know, no attempt has ever been made to do :; The coin being to all
appearance good, the lock superintendent does not appear to have shown any want of
care, and it would be hardly just to saddle him with the responsibility for the weight
of the eoins received by him. I have always been under the impro.s-.siuu that a good

coin, thou.gh light, was legal tender and should be glad of any authentative decision
on the point.

No. 3027-K.E.
Forwarded to the Chief Engincer, Public

2. 1 believe the Treasury office
formal intimation,

3. I am afraid that the only
rupee is personally liable,

Works Department,
I's action was quite legal, but I should be glad of

possible ruling to give is that the man who has the

(Signed) W. C. LEWIS
29th September 1898. Offy. Supty. Engineer, 11 Cirole.

R —

From ‘the Under Secretary to ( tovernment, Public Works Department, to the
Examiner, Public Works Accounts, No. 4370 C., dated 5th October 1895 ¢

Secretary to Gm’ermﬂeut, Public Works Department, dated Sth October

1898, No. 3436 B./E,

_The rupee coin sent by youlis no doubt light and if it can be shown that the
cashier, who is the receiver of the light coin, failed to detect the defect, he has to make
good the loss, vide paragraph 2 of Examiner's office-note No. 646 S.A., dated bth
May 1892, disposed of in (+.0., No. 15611 W., dated 16th May 1892,

2, Sl_m‘lld, however, it be considered that the coin has lost its wei ht by reason-
able wearing, the Deputy Collector should apparently be asked to take it back at

its full nominal value and deal with it as prescribed in article 588 of volume I, Civil
Account Code,

Office-note from the Deputy Examiner in charge, Public Works Accounts, t0 the

v

wr®

.
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3. It will perhaps be difficult to definitely decide in each case that the coin has
Jost; its_weight by reasonsble wearing. The onll.f alternative in_sneh circumstances.
would be to sell the coin and debit the loss to ¢ Establishment contin ncmnmﬂanm.‘ :
4. Owing to the strict enforcement of the rule, of late, there may be many

oh cases coming up for disposal. It would therefore be advisable for Government.

?; issue specific orders for guidance in future.

5. This also disposes of your office-note No. 43_70 C., dated 5th Qctobgr 13933
whieh.‘is herewith returned. ‘

&

der Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, to the
mengzt;J ](lloﬁl;)ctor in :{arge of Treasur;', Madras, dated 14th October 1898,

No. 4641 C.

27th ultimo, Rs. 60 were sent to your office for purchase of service labels.

Out. ?fnt’l;};: amount 'stax’nps were issued by you for Rs. 59, while Re. 1 (Rupee one)
as rejected and cut. “

% 2'1 As the rejected rupee was received from the Bank of Madras and appears to

i ight by reasonable wearing, I have the honour to inquire why it should
hazebl:s:e:zzxﬁllgat th); treasury at its fu,ll nominal value under section 683 of the

Givil Account Code, Volume. L. ; 0

o . R. COOMBES, Esq., Deputy Collector of Madras, to the Under Secretary
e metg G%vgr?lment, Phbliqc ,Works Department, dated 18th October 1898, No.

1737-D. .

4 to vour letter No. 4541 C., dated the 14th instant, I ﬁave.tqe
Wlttho rg?::;c;ou't)l’;.t I personally examined the rupee and foundit of light
e Tt did not appear to me to have lost its weight by reasonable wear and tear.

weight: refore dealt with under article 579 of the Civil Account Code.

1t was the

der Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, to the
mmc%izfg:cgtary totargvernment, No. 48’39 C., dated 4th November 1898,

ief Secretary to Government, to the Secretary to Government, Public
mev%’%:lghll;epartmen;,y No. 2472, dated 14th Noyvember 1898. Ak S

der Secretary to Government, Public Works Deapartment, tp_the
Ftomcﬁeef g:orzl';ary, No. 5058 dated C., 156th November 1898. :

i ‘ -Gen: 97 C.
the Chief Secretary to Government, to the Accountant-General, No. 2597 C.,
Fromdated 29nd November 1898, ‘ . 1

i

Endorsement. _ S
the cashier is an official specially - appointjedvftq"qu after
I'.lt giil;r?isstn; n(:;.seto receive light-weight eoins either from the Bank of Madras
coins) l,one else, and he should therefore, in my opinion, be made to take over the cut
m the present case and made good the rupee ’to.Guvemmegt.  salt we it volsla
5 | he Examiner to charge such losses to Government would, in.
Thi? ({’: ost?tﬁa:: lfeeinadmissible. I should require in each case, in which it wag
m'thgt Government should bear the loss, the special orders of Govemmmtt

Signed)  T. HESKETH BIGGS,
e Accountant-General. -
5

»

i I T ST. GEORGE,
23& November 1898.

s U
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From the Chief Secretary to Governme

dated 7th December 1898, nt, to the Accountant-General, No. 2746,

Endorsement,

bl a?;:et:fiaélh;o:;; ;ilg)c;gnt;irzlent is a Public Works Department officer and I am
: the OL s appointment. If he is an office ial i
to receive coin his case would be similar to that of the cashier ruf::riﬁel(:}:lilxl}!’n?gp:;;w:f

29th ultimo. If not, it is for Gove y g
e S rabad b é Ealt (i)r overnment to decide how the charge for the light-

Forr 8r. Grorar,

124h December 1895, (Signed)  T. HESKETH BIGGS, &~

Accountant- General.

Proceedings of the Board of Re
December 1898.

Read—Iletter from the Actine Colle
No. B. T4/Aocts, = .

AssTrACT.—So0liciti ;
distriot ing orders for the entertainment of thre

venue (Land Revenue), Mis. No, 8477, dated Tth
ctor of Kistna, dated 28th November 1899, R.C.

o taluk shroffs temporarily in the

———

Resolution—Mis. No. 3477, dated 7th December 1898

With reference to his letter R.C No. 77
o . ¥y el S g (,"‘411t1 é "y ) y .
g}sog :lnillllznté (])illgg{lgmi}],;'v'ltth Board’s I{OS()llltil;IIl: Ll‘\l' (} 1‘2}611};“:1(3 llb?)b], :‘ "gn;:tt‘::;dbg
oy octor: ol Kistna requests sanction fop . U Nl Lo
?}f&?\%zﬁlge zzi‘;]mff k‘:"q’}f"]ﬂ’ l}llths ”lf a tihirtl shroff in t(l,xle :z}:l(:xkt::?fl )(')Il‘.g:l{iliml?ei;)t:tllznﬁ;
y €ae 1ch has already two permanent : SR
gge reason z:ll‘ltc.ged })y Mr. Morris for this appll)icatit)xllelils tslfletoifs tm} , i esmbhshmegé
ay in crediting the collections to accounts owing to ast year there was gr 1
and that unless some help is afforded to the shroffs ¢ ] romining upshroffe

there is every reason to fear that the same state of (:;:312% :&li(l)lappl"oachiug kist season
recur,

0 u2e.st1ijnder @.0,, N?‘1824’ Revenue, dated 19th Novemher 1894 taluks
q ﬁn are not entitled to an additional shroff as the Board’s 1. the three taluk
Pa?hgl;a% 6 of its Proceedings, No. 63, dated 6th berimry 1(8a9r4 ; l}'e_commendatmn;?l

In that Government Order, was to the effect that g ten  Waich was Sppro¥
tained in those taluks where the re 'porary shroff might be enter-

. . venue exceeded 0 s
was provided in the permanent establishment, Th(e tmii xl;:)»:]?nag(llx mtl'l'v mfml;i] rt?g
estion fu

'f[i‘list Of, these conditions but not the second.
- 10 total ‘collocti(ms * in theso taluks
uring fasli 1307 are shown below :—

* According to Jamabandy statement No. 9.

Tendli - s L3 HE.
Bépatla .. Wl i i i 4 iy . .o LAIKB v
Gudivada .. i a4 i e .o .o e 10

Ay 't oy i 4 . 9

3. If a third shroff is to be sanctioned for )
already dwelt on at length by the Collector in ttl}:(::m.rpg sonde : Gov-
en:men't, and summarised in ]}nard’s l’r(,p@(.d{,,gs No l.,ﬁl qcutlm sul‘)mltwd ut)ember
1898, viz., that the rules regarding coins lightened in wei r‘;n l“ et dulent
means render the process of shroffing much slower th-ufWa;y fprosumnbly f"‘“;e ol
that this dl.ﬂiculty is enhanced b_y the liability of tu]ulé shroff tm'merly thodcrhe full
value of eoins received by them in contravention of the rul 'lq ; \(; ‘muko L e ts out
that last year this liability amounted to the sum of Rs 7(5(3 : If‘ Moms pomhat in
exces: qu that already reported in paragraph 8 of the ”O;tr(i’s ;foc(l,g(;‘;?gioxfgmd to.

« An case (Government is prepared to supn e 3 ‘ e
Board in paragraph 12 of its Proceedings, dnte{f:z)lrzttgé'p:ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?r"?ﬁ%‘;hzﬁ ?11:31; l:x}; :ll:e
process of shroffing due to the causes above mentioned will be esec:uéuy obyiated an

taluks, it must be for the reasons

N
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N

other hand, the orders of Government on the above reference are ikely to be delayed
owing to the necessity of making a reference to the Government of India or some
other cause, the Board suggests that the Collector may be authorized to restrict the
of the value of light-weight coins from shroffs to those cases where the
ller-General’s rule referred to in paragraph 8 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 2618,

~ dated 21st September 1898, contemplates that the responsibility of shroffs should be
enforced in the matter of detecting deficiencies of weight, 7., to cases where the
deficiency exceeds 10 grains in the rupee. Such a relaxation of the rule would pro-
bably tend to smooth the difficulties which have been created in the Kistna district,
owing to the misapprehension of the Accountant-General’s instructions referred to in

h 2 of the above Board’s Proceedings and thus indirectly ensure the prompt

there will be no need to entertain extra hands in the taluks in qﬁésﬁohg If, on the

ra
. ﬂgsr;fmﬁ) of work on the part of taluk shroffs.
(True Extract.)
(Signed)  LIONEL DAVIDSON,

Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 3596, dated 16th
December 1898.

Read—again :— ;
' Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 2618, dated 21st

September 1898, :
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. '347_7, dated 7th
December 1898.

—————

letter from J. TWIGG Esq., Acting Colledtor of Taxijore to the
ReaHsgec:emry to the Commissiom’ars of Land Revenue, dated 4th December 1898,

Ref. on Cur. No. 1{571 H-Acct.

~ I have the honour to state that, out

Currency Office, Madras. of remittances of twenty-five lakhs (whole

L";‘o“" rupees) sent to the Currency offices at

. 4¢h April 1898 e+ ** ' ¢ Madras and Calcutta as detailed in the

90th June  » *+ 't **  margin, coins of the nominal value of

15  Rs. 1,027 were returned rejected to this

—  office for recovery from the shroffs con-

cerned of good coins in their stead. The

10  above sum of Rs. 1,027 consists of the
following items :-— _

Cuﬂency oﬁce, Cakutla.
® 90th August 1898 o >

No.
85 . : n g 6

], FOl‘OlgnooulB Y .o . . . o »
9. Counterfeit .. o 5 . ¥ o e 27

3.801(101‘9(1 e W e '3 e ..; Gl fas B 331¥
4- Lightbymlﬁuﬂe . . .., .- .. .s e —i

A Total .. '15027

ff vhave id the amounts covered by items Nos. 1, 2 and 3,_ and as

:5:1 ilf: 1;?ta,lzl:tc'.e ofplgs. 761, they represent that in the absence of any deﬁmte’rules
reg?z‘ﬁat,ingui1-:&1ing {he loss in weight by reasonable wear and tear from that by misuse,
g,l:y should not be held responsible for the whole amount and request 'reeonmderatton_

~ of the orders.
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2. I personally examined a large number of the 655 light-weight coins returned
by the Currency office, Madras. There was evidently very gross carelessness on the
part of the shrofts in many cases, but in many others there seemed to me to be mno
sign of misuse, and it was a very pardonable error of judgment to pass them. The
only instructions on the subjoct are those contained in article 579 of the Civil
Account Code and Accountant-General’s Circulars Nos, 25 and 32 of 1897, which are
not very explicit; indeed it would be impossible to lay down any definite rule for .
distinguishing between misuse and fair wear and tear.
The shrofis who are paid Rs. 15 a month are expected to shroff in this district
at least Rs. 50,000 a day each and even more during kist months. What I wish to
urge on behalf of the two shroffs responsible for the coins now in question, as well as
on behalf of shroffs in general, is that in case of coins rejected as light weight s«
owing to misuse which is often merely a matter of opinion, these low-paid hard- \
worked servants should be held liable only to the extent of the deficiency in weight.
This is practically what the penalty amounted to till the last few years, but now the

artificial value of the rupee turns the order to substitute full-weight coins for the
rejected uncurrent coins, into a very heavy sentence of fine,

_ I'request that the Board will be Pleased to pass orders relieving the shroffs of
this heavy penalty.

—————

Resolution—Mis. No. 3596, dated 16th December 1898,

The Collgctor will be informed that, on a similar representation made by the
Collector of Kistna, the Board hag addressed the Government on the subject. The
orders of Government will be communicated as soon as they are received.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acling Secretary.
To the Collector of Tanjore,
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue Land Reve T el dated
19th January 1599, ( nue), Mis, No. 230, da

Read—letter from L. M. WYNCH, Esq., Acting Colleetor of South Arcot, to the

Secretary to the Commissioners of Tand Revenue, Mad ted Sth
January 1899, Ref. on. No. 1620-Ace. Sup. of 1898, | > 48

I have the honour to submit the following for the orders of the Board.

2. A remittance of 20 lakhs (whole rupees) was sent from this office on 10th
March 1898, 5th April 1898 and 8rd June 1898 to the Curreney office, Madras, the

examination of which was made in November and December 1898 with the following
result : —

~

h P

RS,
., L - 20
.o .o .. 105
.o .o R
.o oo oo 428

Coins found deficient in sale
5 soldered
i counterfeit
% light (by misuse)

Total .. 571

A sum of Rs. 19,99,429 was accepted. The shroffs responsible have made good the
deficient, soldered and counterfeit coins, but submit that some consideration might be
shown in the case of light-weight coins (428) which have been cut and returned to

sdy

e s -
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I

y e by the Currency officer. These coins, they complain, not without sufficient
thti,;%i;edo Jynot bear any tyx;ark of having been * clipped, filed or flefaced ” or having
been “reduced in weight otherwise than by reasonable wearing” as laid down in
articles 673 and 579 of the Civil Account Code, Volume I, since most of them, if

t all, bear the impressions on both sides and do not appear to have been fraudulently
nod ced in weight by any chemical or mechanical process. The words “to have been
e ed in weight otherwise than by reasonable wearing” used in article 579 indi-
reéucome frandulent act on another’s part in so doing; but these .coins do mnot bear
e ¢h mark. They are however lighter than the minimum weight, which is 176-4
as .su(zrroy) and since they do not bear any marks of having been clipped, filed or

gl?];gd they must either have lost their weight by wear whether reasonable or other-
ws&s’; or’have been coined as such. g

is no hard and fast rule to distinguish a coin which has lost weight
risggi)liz wear from one reduced in weight by misuse. Under article 573 (1),
byl which has lost more than 2 per cent. in weight can be accepted, but under
no .comﬁ 83 a coin which has lost by reasonabls wear and tear even more than
article nt. in weight may be received. In the case of coins reduced otherwise than
2 per ce na;ble wear and tear, however, there is no such minimum fixed under article
b reasg the proviso to article 573 (1). Thus the determination whether a coin has
bdare ht by fair wear and tear or not is left very much to the diseretion of the
lost nggal and the shroffs of a remitting treasury are absolutely at the mercy of those
indivi ﬂc e’iving treasury. In the present instauce Rs. 4,159, though below winimum
of .thgtrehave been accepted as having been reduced by fair wear and tear and there is
woe lfpp;,rent reason why Rs. 428 were held to be light weight owing to misuse.
110 &’

_ inning of the last year, when large remittances were received from

té‘l'u%{r; ;E;;Ol;c;g:ing tog nearly 38 la%(hs between February and June, no extra shroff

o ed and the ordinary establishment of four shroffs had to examine the whole

WS c’.ngagdition to ewrent work, while the reward for their extra work is a heavy

A e ure silver is now sold at 25 per cent. discount, so that the shroffs will be

ﬁne’bﬁrlgr%alize much |more than a moiety of the nominal value of the 428 coins cut
una

i h i t the Board will be pleased

t therefore that, under these circumstances, the Board will be please
4 Itﬁgg; zzins treated as &ncurrent at the actual value at which they have been
?ved and transferred to the mint as is thé case with coins found light by reason-
iy ar and cut under orders, vide articles 553 and 588, Civil Account Code, and that
; tions may be issued for the future guidance of the shroffs.

toh
rece

le weal
ﬁﬁnite instrue

—————

mso]utz‘on-—Mis. No. 230, dated 19th January 1899.

‘ollector will be informed that, on a similar representation made by the
T:; o(;oK(ia:tna, gxe Board has addressed the Government on the subject. The
étfﬁlig of Government will be communicated as soon as they are received.
Sorders v

(True Extract.)

LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acting Secretary,

1lector of Routh Arecot.
ggoretury to Government, Revenue Department.

To the

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenae), Mis. No. 824, dated 7th

March 1899. 5
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Read—letter from R. H. SHIPLEY, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Secretary

to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 28th February 1899,
C. No, 479, Treasury (Sup. Officer).

Out of two remittances amounting to Rs, 22,00,000 remitted from this distriet
treasury to the Currency office, Madras, in March and April last, Rs, 568 have been
cut and returned to be made good by the shroffs, as having been rendered light by
misuse. The shroffs have to take the cut rupees and to substitute good rupees for
them. This involves a loss of Rs. 23V, as the cut rupees have to be disposed of in the
market as old silver, at the rate of about 9% annas per rapee. The shroffs naturally
complain of the hardship to which they will thereby be subjected, nor does it seem
quite equitable that they should be held liable for all those light rupees,

2. Most of these rupees have been rejected, not for any defects discoverable by

sight or touch, but because they happen to have lost considerably more than 2 per

cent, in weig!lt, presumably by misuse, e.g., by being steeped in aeid in the process
of eleetroplilt}ng. It is easy to detect and n-j'm-t, coins which bear evident marks ©
misuse, but it 18 not p_o-ﬂsible to tell by sight or touch whether coins have lost more
th?.n 2 per Sel, ‘in weight, nor is it always possible to say whether they have been
misused. ].t 18 also lmpossible to estimate the loss of weight by |,u,,.|1i;.g the eoin
when the difference is only a few grains, The treasury has indeed been g[]ppli
with test seules: but their use was limited to the testing of the eoin suspected 1o have
lost. weight. T k}ua the shroffs mainly depended upon ?}.(‘ir instinet for the detection
of light eoin. Formerly light coins ‘were rarely rejected by the Currency office, bub
of late the rules have been very strictly worked, a mere lightness whioh cannot
detect:ed, except by the scales, being taken to be evidence a‘:f Hli';'l‘h‘(' And to ad
to this severity, the Currency office will not lay down what i tl. - t amount 0
lightness for which coins should be rejected, sl

3. The rules are these.—

(@) Rupees and half rupees are legal tender, if they have not lost more than

2 per cent. in weight, anq if they
. per > J ey have not heen elj ) e -.fﬂced ok
diminished otherwise than by use. “(Article 073, Civil ‘.I\I:,l,:,(ll,“?r( -(',],l]:;(l) i

the shgbu)ldl{)t\hey:.l@.vfl lost by reasonable wear more than 2 per cent, in weight,
5 y o )(,bru,etn ed ]at the tx'(-aﬁllr!(-s at their nominal valye but they should 8
© fame time be cut and sent to the ming, (Article 588, Civil '\’('vuuul Code.)

(¢) Counterfeit silver coins and s .
) § and such as haye bee 1 1 20,

” Pe i . ‘en reduced in weight otherw
tgant b}'rt,asoualf\lc’ }\iax _s(hmx‘l.vl‘unt be received, hut should be cut muT returne
the tenderer. (Article 579, Qiyil Account Code,) ' |

4. As stated above, the rule in clause (¢) cannot

the recognised methods of shrotfing, nor did “the Currency office insist hitherto UpoB
its strict application. But in his ciroulay letter No, 2085. q g l'"fm‘ i '"rl 1898,
o »Comptmll"tr'umlm“l remarked that r!,'('!'llt‘l‘(‘lllii(!;ll("l“ﬂ,n(f"(:IW- f;}] . r‘.[.:".;loin

the Calcutta Mint had shown instances of coing which had lost et cent.
of their original weight by fraudulent means, and 3 w3 nuch as 14 PR
Government treasuries at their fyll value, ’This w

officers in Ac(}olmtant',-()onuml's circular memorandum No. 4, dated 16th April 1896,
with general instructions to exereise greater care in rejnvting’ short-we ig; : lWiln
by v J 1L COLH.

5. In his cireular No. XXV, dated the 11th August 1807, the Acnoul‘”nt’

1ron 3 m 2 & sy « o 2
Geneyal directed Treasury .(.»ﬂl((;l.q to impress upon shrofs ot Bk tod o
exercige *“ reasonable care in the examination of eoiy ‘ v .

. . e B l‘et,‘vi\'(‘d u“d tll' Jen ﬂ.n'
V}‘;’thlurgcly l:mdc-r weight or bearing manifest signs of n-duo!i:m were 't:tm‘;cl;(ed: they
should not be received, but be cut and returned ¢ s o
R ’ rned to the tenderers gs fraudulep

always be applied according to

A8 communioated to Treasw

6. On a reference from the Treasury I uty C encral
D ) Hasur puty Collect s Aoo -
stated that he could not lay down any npnvitip Nuotion. 0 et i CouRINSRE

¢ reduety in watlo k ' fran
but observed that the rupee, on the o OB I weight as proof of {18 d’

=
: average, loses 2 por cent its wei
nary wear and tear in about 55 to 1o fact, bartae res

08 years, and that this fact, having regard to the age

y(.‘.t hﬂ‘l b()('" r‘"?ﬁi\'"d ol eer“m"

& ®minimun weight.

e o R R S i R R B

P,
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i be sufficient to decide whether a rupee had been
and appe*zi‘iwﬁe l;’tfeg:l g;ufl;ai]:io:ilglt means. Theabove calculation does not, however,
undoubtebey c(;grrect: large numbers of coins of the mintage of 1835 have not lost
o tz 9 per cent. in weight, and on the other hand large numbers of coins of
mors (ﬁubs%e uent years have lost more than 2 per cent. in weight, not necessarily
1840 alﬁ el rgleans. Thus the shrofis and Treasury officers have been at a loss to
by frau l}lmt loss of weight entails rejection of light coin. The following scale was
decide Wh in the beginning of 1898 :—Rupees of 1840 are cut and returned if the_;
adopted egg er cent. in weight or 6 grains over the minimum weight which 1s
heye o egt or 3-6 grains less than the standard weight (180 grains), and rupees
itself 2 per ¢ cars are so treated if they have lost 36 per cent. or 3 grains over the
of subsequent ye But as the system of shroffing was necessarily defective as stated

 light rupees escaped the test.

eight cannot be detected by sight or by handling, it is
: JeSsar i?)ssteosi ‘Zve%y rupee in the small scales, if light rupees are to be
Ob"l‘.’usly nei»t etger This is not an impossible task, and 1s 1nd1§pensable in the
eliminated. & tgg chroffs. I have aceordingly given the system a tl'}f:.l. The shroffs
interests of ¥ irksome at first, but they have since taken to it. The outturn of
found it ather the beginning, but has improved by practice. Kach shroff is able to
workawee BO0 133 single-handed and goes home satisfied that Le will not have to
do Rs. 5,000 e);s This outturn is but half of what is prescribed in the Account
for light n;)pt at first that I should have to apply for double the number of shroffs.
Code. I thoug i1l not be necessary in the slack season. I havebeen getting through
This, hows vetr};i:w kist season by the employment of cooly shroffs under article 664
in

the V;O;’ll: Civil Aceount Code,and a judicious exercise of this privilege will ordinarily
2) ot the ‘

i il d, about Rs. 1,700 have been cut as too light

4 i tarted, about hs. 1, ' ok ek ’

8. Since ;h:hixgiﬁl?egrri;: Zas come to about Rs. 200. If the shroffs had had

and the pay © hese rupecs, they would have sustained a loss of Rs. 680. Besides the

to make gOO(i %;39 Rspele’,gso have been withdrawn from circulation as-having lost
’ s s

sum of B's'g per oet. in weight by ordinary wear and tear.

more than Bt flice in Novem-
: . 16,00,000 sent to Bombay Currency office in Novem

Out of & rem;f,tanr? gz ?:t. ﬁut,this remittance contained some coins shroffed

t Rs. 9 only we The result has so far been very satisfactory and has been

ber las
ery moderate cost.

under the former system.
achieved at v Gy . |
ints of this treasury consists of the earnings of the South
9. The s OfTﬁl: :(izf:vzy shroffs do not make any attempt to separate light
Indian RallWﬂY'the eompany call on them to make good the light rupees which are
rupees, DY flogs und returned. This is because the company does mnot cons;der
cut at this treasury be held responsible for defects in the currency. The cut trt:é)ees
that the shroffs can difference between their full value and that admitted by

are sent 0 th;,”i’ti;tn “;‘g “‘f,ne lot of Rs. 800 so sent realized Rs. 457-7—0 or only

the mint I8 Neither do the banks pick out light rupees. '

57 per cenl. ; y ‘
: ndered light by fraudulent means, the perpetrator of
10, If g‘zhcoﬁo‘;h:::db:sg ;:e person§ whoypass them on go scot-free, and only
the fraud an s ?_}overnment shroff suffers, The number of light rupees in the two
the unfortund tioned above was only “026 per cent. and the amount of Rs. 230 to be
remimﬂ"zsbme&é shroffs is only ‘01 per cent, This loss is nothing to the Govem-‘
mad: %‘;Ot it y;epresents five months’ pay of the shroffs concerned. It seems to me
ment, V¥

y of a great Government to be so rigorous in exacting its pound of flesh.

- : ¢ muscas”. The railways, the banks and o?her large com-
: ‘]Agmlaer’:]?ai?ctgntz;: to write off the loss (;ons‘equ'ent upon their acceptance ’of
‘ :cong sooner than undergo the trouble and loss of time spent in shroffing
light rup e:n,d it is hard to see why the Government should be, I will not say les‘u.:

each one . :
pner%us’,- but at any rate more particular.

above, severa

7. 8o long as

-4
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1. The public interests involved are, I am aware, very great; but it would
surely be better that a minute scrutiny of light rupees should take place in Madras,
Bombay and Caleutta than that it should be exacted at local treasuries, at great
expense of time and very considerable inconvenience to the public. It is by no
means certain that the man who pays in the light rupees is the man responsible for
their llgl}tuoss ; and if the rupees do not show signs of misuse and are not so light as
to be noticed by an ordinary sense of touch, it seems unfair that the private individual
should be muleted. It is, | subinit, a loss that should fall upon the Government. It
1s a loss consequent on the fall in exchange, and the public have in so many other
;)m}ils to make good that loss, that it should not be called upon to bear this increased

urden.

working of th(.) Account Rules, to employ a larger number of cooly shroffs than I

) 1 NS y ' av g s y = . ! B
should otherwise. Their wages have to be paid by Government : against this extra
expense must be set off the savings e

. : ' ffected to Government (at the expense of an
mnocent public) by the rejection of '

the sum spent in shroffs’ w: light SR {H,"'w H”"‘i”"“r“'. ‘l.” ot amtouge 10
b F‘I .'tl . : S} wages, and therefore the Government is in the long run &
8e or 1t must be Jorne in mind that the Government only loses the actual
weight of silver worn off the rapees, .
13. I would submit then—

: Y
o igl) 'lllmt t}lw ..‘\('l:l)l_lnt department is acting wllra vires in recovering such
i(f soql roimn 51(, 8 ;mﬂa. 1 maintain that unless the rupee shows signs of misuse, or
8 . r g ¥y . A 3 ¥ 1
0 obviously under weight, that the fault can be detected by touch, it has no right
to recover the deficit fr : ‘ % ! Y SR
ie deficit from the shroffs,
O\ Woan admiis : Py
(2) Even admitting that it has this rie

1 % i ht, the Governme : y justified
in waiving it, got, > Government would b _]llbfli

Resolution—Mis. No. 824, dated Tth March 1899,

. @l T I TR ' v '
Pr . lilp](\r'\' h.)](;tt-‘,l will be submitted to Government in continuation of Board’s
rogeedings, No. =018, dated 21st veptember 1898, and with the request that very
warlv o] e &% e . : vy ¢ D P 8 1 . )
early orders may Le passed on this very Importaut subject ;

(True Extract.)

(Sigll('(]) I‘“)l\:l':l, ])"\\'II)S()N,
Ae ,l.ll.([ N ‘(,')‘1'[(1/'_%

To the Secretary to Government, Revenne Department,
Copy to the Collector of 'l‘l'icllillopnly.

Ly

"4

Proceedings of the Boar , P 't

ced1ngs ¢ he Board of ]\L‘\Mm(' Land Re Vi ; ' e 1 9th

20 ¢ A4 'venue), Mis. No, 852. dated *
March 1899, ( ) N 2, d

Read—the following letter from ., M. MULLALY, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to

the Secretary to the Commissi : ol
b » ssioners of Land Revenue ed 1st March
1899, No, 647— Ace. - 1d Revenue, dated 1st

Wholé supece 2 ¢ (;':‘nun e ';\ rn:.r‘}ltjxnllc'n of RR" G,IQ,TQZ »w::)s
Do.  (1835) ., i Bt 3 ¢ o - ‘;\]‘”1 1598 to the ( nmnngsmn?" d

Do. ( ,, ), shroff-marked . . 660 Paper Currency, Madras, as purtuf.ul_mm‘
Half rupees, shroff-marked (1835), (32 n the margin, and, after examining 1t
—. In November 1898, that officer placed &
Total .. 6,010,702 sum of Rs. 245 under * Advances Res
- coverable ™ on aceount of the following :—

-

12. The position in this district is this. I have, in consequence of the rigorous*

'
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(a) Coin, light (by misuse), cut and returned .. ATt g )

(b) Deficiency of pieces in tale .. -

(¢) Portuguese coin Wi GAl Taplals  F Sl bt B R S |
((l) Coin,soldered .. . . . e .. . . 30
() Coin, counterfeit, cut and returned .. o i e =% 4

Total™: ;s 54-;
Of the above, the shroffs have credited into the treasury Rs. 41, being the amount of
items (8), (¢) (d) and (e). 2 L :
9. In November last another remittance of Rs. 5,50,000 in whole rupees was
t:o the officer in charge of the Currency agency at Bombay, out of which

»Qg: tus were rejected by that officer for the following reasons :—

RS.

(a) Coins, light (by mis\}se), cut and returned .. X o e
(b) Deficiency of pieces in tale .. .o oe : 5 3 1
(ﬂ) O()ins, defm .e . L L) e L) L . 25
(d) Cﬁina, Boldem .. it . e .e . . ’e 42
(¢) Coins, counterfeit, eut and returned .. Wi g s o 2
/) Coins, marked P.M. .. o S e o5 e i 5
(g) Ooinﬂ,foreign . . *w "o . . e ) 1
. dosal © o 116

The shroffs have paid into the treasury the whole of the above amount, except item
(a), Rs. 40, which was paid under protest.
: 3. The reasons for their protest are— ,
(a) That the coins are light not by misuse but by the ordinary wear ; |
4 () That this is the first time that such a large number of coins has been

rejected as light; ; . X o

¢) That the rejection of the coins cannot be due to the remittances containing
an abnormally large number of bad coins but to the unusual method of treating them
in the Currency office ; . . g :

(d) That unless they weigh each rupee in the scale with the minimum weight,
.+ il not be possible for them to detect such coins as have now been rejected as

ii ht. but which were hithertofore accepted as good ;
2 (¢) That if they are to weigh each rupee they will not be able to examine more
n Rs. 4,000 each a day in addition to their other work ; and
At this rate it would take 187 days for the four shroffs to weigh the 30
lakhs of gilver which is approximately received. ’
4, This is a purely currency question and I hesitate to offer an opinion, but as
derstand that similar difficulties were experienced in_the Kistna district and, on
L unt resentation of the Collector of that district, the Board have been pleased to
the Fob the recoveries from the shroffs pending the orders of Government, I

nest

@Map@ihat a similar concession may be sanctioned in the case of my shroffs.
{l \\ . -

R mz“tiaﬁ—-Miﬂ- No. 852, dated 9th March 1899. _ _ 2
éubmitted to Government in continuation of Board’s Proceedings, No. 824, dated

ch 1899. ' | .
I l;"‘I.The Oollector has been authorized to defer effecting the recovery until the

received.
rs of Government are
arde,

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  LIONEL DAVIDSON,
~ Acting Secretary.
Secretary to Government, Bevenue Department.
qo e C%(ill‘:ctag of Nellore. :
»” !
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Resolution of the Government of India in the Finance and Commerce Depart-
ment (Accounts and Finance—Mint), dated Calcutta, the 24th March 1899,
No. 1404-A.

READ—

Notification by the Government of India in the Finance and Commerce Department,
No. 664, dated the 13th February 1891.

—_—

Resolution.—In paragraph 2 (3) of the notification read in the preamble, it is
laid down that when any rupee or half-rupee purporting to be coined and issue

under the authority of the Government of India is tendered to any officer authoriseut >

to act under section 16 of the Indian Coinage Act, 1870, and the officer has reason
to believe it to have lost by reasonable wearing more than 2 per cent. in weight, he

shall receive such rupee or half-rupee at its full nominal value, but shall immediately
cut or break it.

It has, however, in practice been found difficult to decide whether a loss exceed-
ing 2 per cent. has been caused by fraud or by reasonable wear A series of
experiments conducted at the Indian mints has proved that, during a period of
55 years, the normal life of a coin, reasonable wear will ordinarily reduce the weight

of & rupee by 2 per cent., that is, 36 grains, and that a ] i uch as
10 grains has always been the result of fraud. o oh e ST ekt

2. In order to secure the withdrawal from circulation of light-weight coins, the
Government of India will in future refrain from presuming the existence of frand in
all cases where t}rle loss does not exceed 6} per cent., that is, 11 L gmixia in the case
of a rupee and 6 grains in the case of a half-rupee, but any loss in excess of that
will be taken to indicate with certainty that the coin has been fraudulently reduced-

8. Under paragraph 2 (1) of the notification of the 13th TFe 891, silver
coins reduced in weight otherwise than by reasonable wear gtxs{‘}}»i?::?x:yarlld re’turned
to the.tenderer, who, in the present circumstances of the currency. would gustain
a considerable loss, though often innocent of the fraud and ignorﬁnt' of it. In order
to minimise this loss, His Excellency the Governor-General in Council i;‘ pleased to
rule that officers who are authorized to cut coin shall, if the tenderer prefersits
instead of returning the cut coin, pay for it at the fullowix,lg rateé:—;- :

Rupees and half-rupees weighing not less than i eight
shall be aceepted at their nominal value and withdmwn*f?lr':)}x‘]: gifrctl}:fx:{i(};:oxrtm'ﬁzve%n-
ment cost ; those weighing between |3 and 7 shall be accepted, respectively, at 14
annas and 7 annas each; those between 7 and }} at 13 annas anﬁ unua:i each,
respectively ; and those between §} and § at 12 annas and 6 annas each, respectively 8

4. Where, however, the deficiency in weigh -
; ) ght amounts to more than 25 per ¢
the tenderer will be held to have been so'culpably careless that no onnceaai(mpe:'m be

made, and he will be left to bear the loss arising from the cutting of the coin Whicl’“"

is imposed upon him by the law.

5. The above ruling will apply to dealings with the public w n indi‘fidual
short-weight rupees and half-rupees. Light-%veight coinl; found l;gtrztgftl;ances ot
Treasuries and Presidency Banks will be accepted on the same conditions a8 regards
loss of weight, that is to say, coins which have lost mot more than 6} per cent. will
be accepted at their full nominal value and those which have lost more than 20 pe.
cent. will be cut and rejected. But the allowance for loss of weight within tho%¢
limits yvxll be at the rate of one rupee a tola on the total weight of all such co1né
found in the remittance, and not at a fixed rate for each coin.

6. Minimum weights of {3, I, 44, 3, 14, v § and § tola a picce will be SUPY
plied by the mints to the Treaaur,ya(’)ﬁicérs, thr,mln;;h ltlem Acgountnnt?(iennml; the cost
being charged as contingent expenditure of the mints.

M 27
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' his resolution be communicated to all Local Governments
‘ "d” ‘:&‘ﬁﬁfi tt:ntgx; Comptroiler and Auditor General ; and 130 the Mint
and Admini d’ Bombay.

Mmstcrls‘:I Ca}iou:;‘:o alt]hal the Resolution be published in the Gazelte of India for general
(Ordered, H '

intormatie (Signed)  H. H. RISLEY,
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

PUSTE canll

— —

6, Financial, dated 21st Apiil 1899.  Ann s

‘ of India, Finance and Commerce JJepa ment,

; gﬁfﬁzﬁﬁ?&), read ab,ove, will 'bgqommunicated_to th;l B&m‘d

11 Collectors, to the President of the Mumclpal' Commiss1op,1_ ;’ réxs,

of Rovenu® it and Treasurer, Bank of Madras, to the A?cpunmnt-Genem o Eﬁ

to the Secretarly) ur Trust Board, to the T.ocal and Muplglpal_Department, aﬁ 1(;
iman, B0 nt in continuation of G 0., No. 204, TFinancial, dated 21st Marc

ue Departmes o ed in the Fort St. George Gazetle.

in thi ion wi be applied to the cases Which
- . contained in this resolution will now be applie .
a1 m%l?f I(’ﬁ%:; Works Department and to those referred to by the Board

have arisen in read above. Where, however, 10 account has been

OBDE""NO' 53

resolution 0
No 1404-A, dated the

of Reyepue in its procee A of the coins cut and_returned, the recommendation of

" d of the exact weig

maintamz of Revenue that <ach coins should be taken back by Gov?mment and full
the Boar ‘ ot

yalue allowed therefor is approved.
| (True Extract.)

X y . ?
v RE ' 0T i ‘for‘ Claef Seéra ary.

e
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue)- ‘ AN ,'M \‘v\‘i',g/ "
0 . B » £ =
1l Collectors: . - sal Commission, Madras. - Sl o
» the President, Mﬂ?rml’“l "Ba o Medras :

” swwtltwﬂnd ‘ A \ S
' ”.:lﬁ: Accountont-Genersl o ora, through the Marine Department.
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