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b P N A PORMI Y A S P s <

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LaNp RECORPS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and
Agri.), No. 231, dated 15th September 1896 :—

Read—the following G.O., No. 438, Revenue, dated 3rd September 1896 :—

Read~ the following Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, No. 11 (Revenue)
dated 30th July 1896 :— ’

1 have considered your Exceilency’s letter, No. 3 (Revenue), dated the 12th
June 1896, forwarding a consolidated report upon the Tanjore Settlement, togetuer
with reviews by the Revenue Board and your Government. x

9. T find that my predecessor received and considered reports * regarding the

; completion of the Tanjore Settlement at

5 FrﬁﬁeghgthG(S)Z;igr?gg: 1°g92;[?d§*(; glo.dzlx?:i the end of 1893. Tbelwork of resettling

6th December 1893. Ry o Tanjore .b(.egan in 1587 and was completed

; 4 ; in 1893 ; it eost 21 lakhs and 1t secured

an increase of 1.._lakhs in the revenme, or 32 per cent. on the old demand. I fully

approve the action of your predecessor’s Government, in reducing the propose;l

increase of revenue from 141 lakhs to 12 lukhs. These figures are in both cases

ezfcluswe of second-crop charges and cesses. The inerease of assessment fell short of

95 per cent. in the case of four-fifths of the land-holders ; in the case of one-fifth of the

land-holders the increase of revenue became gradually leviable. The new demand has

been collected since the year 1893-94 but the present papers do not state whether it
has been paid .W1thout friction or excessive pressure. S e

e (A

5™ share the opinion of “your Government regardi ,

) Rt garding the good work done by
Mr. G. P. Clerk, the Deputy Commissioner of Settlement ;D his efforts appear to have
been cqrdxally seconded by Messrs. M.R.Ry. T. Krishnamurthi I'yengar and M.R.Ry.
M, Adiparayana Iya, who were entrusted with much important work under Mr. Clerk.

Order—No. 438, Revenue, dated 3rd September 1896.

Communicated to the Board of Revenue for information and for communication
to the officers concerned.

9. The figures “ 1887 ” and 32" in para

: graph 2 of the Despatch are apparently
cl‘enqal errors for 1888 7 and 297, respectively, for the setﬁemeﬂt work in the
district was not actually commenced until Decomber 1888, and the increase of
assessment due to settlement was 29-2 per cent. on the original demand.

3. From the jamabandi reports of the past two years it does not appear that thergy ywssj X

has been friction or excessive pressure in the collection of the revenue since the intro-
ductio_n of the new rates, though the number of coereive processes issued has shown a
material increase, chiefly confined to the Tanjore taluk, The Board is requested |
gubmit a short report on thf_a su'lgqu’t for transmission to the Secre't"s;f;f State.

Nt S 1 DA R A p—

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  A. T ARUNDEL,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Rettlement, &e.).
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Resolution—No- 231, dated 15th September 1896.

Communicated to the officers in charge of Settlement Parties, Nos II, IIT and V,
and to the Collector of Tanjore.

9. The Collector of Tanjore will be requested to sabmit the report called for by
Government in paragraph 3 of its order read above.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

To the Officers in charge of Revenue Settloment Parties, Nos. I, 11T and V.

Collector of Tanjore.
Copy to the Secretary fo Government, Revenue Department.
g , Officers in charge of other Revenue Settlement Parties.
23

e —

Resap—again Board’s Proceedings, No, 4972, dated 8th July 1897,

7. — Requesting the Collector of Tanjore with reference to the report submitted by
- further information on certain points.

Collector of Tanjore, dated 10th December 1897, No. 5910-Rev.

READ——letter from the ‘
ing information colled for in B.P., No. 4972, dated 6th Tuly 1897.

A BSTRACT —5 ubmitt

e et

ion—No. 50, dated 3rd February 1898.

Tn the Government Order read above, Government calls for a short report as to
hether the land revenue in the Tanjore distriet is being collected without f}'lction
:r :xcessive pressure, since the introduction of the new settlement rates 1n fasli 1303

3-94).
(e 9. Tzw Acting Collector (Mr. Ayling) submitted a report on the subject in June
1897, but it did not satisfactorily explain an app?,rently large inerease 1n the number
of de’faulters whose property was sold for arrears I fas'hs 1'3.04 and 1305, and a further
reference Was made with a view to ascertain how far (if at all) the sales could be
asoribed to over assessment. _

The Collector ( Mr. Andrew) in a report which reached the Board on 13th

TDecember 1897 now states that a striet serutiny of the figures of the Tanjore taluk,

followed by Jocal enquiry in the villages, has revealed that the statistics of eoercive

rocess given in the jamabandi reports for faslis 1804 and }‘3_9§~g_1j9__“q§39£l‘yﬁ_x§9&gg,

1i 1305 are grossly exag erated. The posting statements from which the
and for fasli 30 B2 R h%ld be compiled cannot be found, and the taluk

tatements of coercive process § ) ‘
r;‘-egist;ers of sales and processes have not been properly written up. For the purposes

. : isti : iberately - fudged
the jamabandi reports the statistics appear to have been d(?l,'...,«,. ely d,
;f-esuma]bly by some clerk in the Taluk office to sive hinsetf trotble ; and the Collector

t yet discovered the delinquent. Enquiry is proceeding, and the Collector
h?gmxil;)es zlfat the officers whose misconduct, or neglect, has contrlbuped to the falsxﬁc_?-
4 e duly called to account. When he has passed orders 1o

the matter, he ghould submit a copy thereof to the Board for information.

i 1 i d proceeds to comment on
_ With this explanation of the long delay, the Board s 1 ner

the rgvise(; slta,tis‘rics \ghich the Collector reports to be correct, and hich exhibit the
extent to which coercion has had to be resorted to 10 collecting the revenue since

i 1303, includi '
e 4, The following statement shows the land revenue demand (including cesses)

for the five years ending fasli 1306, the number of persons, or pattftdars, by whom it

was paid, and the percentage collected within each year. .

Resolut:
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The figures are exclusive of the demand on permanently settled proprietary
estates, which are not affected by the new settlement. )

R —————

Fasli. \ Demand. Number of \ Perosniage
pattadars. collected.
5 ,
® 1302 ‘ I
63 Bk ] (e 45,28,792 | 1,709,078 986
i§84 18 o 3 5 ED gg.'_,p - ‘ 2,15,463 835
204 .. oo . e . _,H,Z 2,15,706 990
1'.3,().2 .e . . 65,62,731 2,16,345 980
1306 . o o 64,97,449 \ 2,17,842 994

® The year preceding settlement.

PN
[

In the year 'whe.n the new rates came into force (fasli 1303) the demand in many
parts of the district was not settled till late in the fasli and the collections in eon-~
sequence show 2 cgusxdemble balance ; but in succeeding years the percentage
collected leaves nothing to be desired. =

5. The following statement shows for the same period the number of defaulters
whose property was sold, the amount of arrears, the extent of land sold, and the
amount realized :— )

e ——

e = — = —

Amount realized by sale of

Number of | Amount of 'I

Fasli. defunlters. ALTEATS. \ Land
1 Pergonal 1
DTUPErLyY. T Taeagn fem e e e R
L, property = Amount
| ] CTes. Asggessment. | jaglized.
i | PP o
: : |
R A _____/Lrl_f TR el SR R e i
RS ‘ RS |
; s el HS. RE.
L e, 1,027 2,382 | 7,928 | 1,284 3,118 22,288
iggi Ja . . . o 980 28202 | 9,768 | 895 9,445 01471
. . .. s 92,246 37.4¢ 2 | - |k '»'. ~
i it | mam | g ) oeml bR )
sa . s . ,02 35,71 ; 1,076 3,438 39,07
1306 . “it . . A 1,549 46,928 ‘ 16,033 | 2,260 (;sz 47,721

i

+ The year preceding sattlement.

According to the Collector’s jamabandi statements the average annual number of
persons whose default caused the sale of moveable or immoveable property for arrears
9f revenue in the three years (faslis 1300—1302) preceding the settlement, was 1,150
in round numbers.

; The correspgmdl'ng average for the three years ending fasli 1306 is 1,800. Some
increase of coercion in consequence of the enhanced demand was to be expected.

6. The average number of pattadars during the said three years was over
916,000 ; and coercion was applied to collect the revenue from about one pattadar out
of every one hundred and thirty-five.

7. The average amount of arrears in res : g
‘ 3.E § spect of which pro erty was sold was
about Rs. 40,000 ; or about six rupees in every thousand of tge (Il)emi}x,nd.

8. The average amount realized by the sale of moveable property Was about‘:

Rs. 12,300, or less than two rapees in every thousand of the demand.

9. The average extent of land annually brought to gale during the triennium
was somewhat under 2,200 acres assessed at Rs. 5,900, or at about Rs. 2-11-0
per acre.

The sum realized at auction of the said extent was rather over Rs. 47,000,
or about eight times the annual assessment. :

: It is unnecessary for the Board to dwell on the fact that at these auctions the

frionds of the defaulters often so arrange matters that the lands sold do not fetch their
true market value.

P R
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10. The total extent of land bought-in by Government for want of bidders in
the three faslis 1304 to 1306, according to the jamabandi statements, was 973 acres,
of which 797 acres were 11 the Tanjore taluk. Particulars of dry and wet, area and
assessment, are given below :(—

Torat bought-in by Government in the district in the three years 1304—1306.
i Average Wet. Average
e - ——— incidence incidence
Extent. | Assessment. ) e Extent. | Assessment. BERRERS
2 ACS. BS. BS. A, P ACS, RS, RE. A. P.
& 692 1,066 18 8 281 1,072 313 0

Spvrrar figures for the Tanjore taluk separately.

Dry. Wet.

Average Average
Lm——. incidence incidence
Extent. | Assessment. peracre. | pytent. | Assessment.| P acre.
ACS. BS. RS, A. P. ACS. RE. RE. A, P
639 956 8.0 158 627 315 6

Unfortunately the Board cannot, without a further reference to the Collector,

which would entail much further delay, tell how much of the area thus bought in
has been subsequently taken up for cultivation.

Almost the whole of the dry, and by far the greater portion of the wet, is situated
in the south-west, part of the Tanjore taluk, outside the limits of the delta, where the
cultivators are almost exclusively Kallars, the descendants of the ¢ Colleries,” of whom
Orme, the historian, makes such frequent mention. |

This caste, as their name implies, were robbers and cattle-lifters by profession,
and though of late years they have largely relinquished their hereditary calling, and
have settled down to agriculture and honest pursuits, they still give the local Gov-
ernment officers much trouble, and are full of devices for avoiding payment of the
revenue. It must also, in fairness, bo said that the tract is liable to great vicissitudes
of fgeason, which frequently render the payment of the most moderate assessment very
difficult.

It will be seen that the average assessment of the dry land bought-in is only
Rs. 1-8-0 per acre, and that the average assessment of the wet Jands is below
Rs. 4. Prior to settlement the accounts showed 107,000 acres occupied as ¢ dry 7 in
this taluk, and the incidence of the old assessment was Rs. 1-5-1 per acre.

The occupied dry area by survey Was 112,000 acres and the incidence of the new
rates, thereupon, amounts to Rs. 1-5-3 per acre. ;

There was thus practically no inerease of dry rates by the new settlement on this
part of the district,.and the rates are such as can be paid with ease except in bad
§easons.

11. The average assessment of the wet lands bought-in (Rs. 8-15-6) is some-
what heavier than the average wet rate of the non-deltaic portion of the Tanjore
taluk (Rs. 8-7-0), but the extent (158 acres) is <mall and seattered, and there is no
ground for regarding the assessment as excessive. '

12. For the last two years the prices of all grains have been extremely high, and
in all parts of the district irrigated from the Cauvery the ryots have been reaping the
full advantage of their favourable situation, and making extraordinary profits.

13. It is apparent from what has been stated above that ]_Jractically the whole of
the new settlement demand is being punctuglll,goﬂ.ectgg},.mtham any unusual or
excessive resort t0 coercion. By entering into the details of cases in which property

has been brought to sale it might further be shown that in a large proportion of the
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total number the sales have been brought about by eauses wholly unconnected with |
the rate of assessment,—such as family quarrels, disputes between joint pattadars, r From
disputes between mortgagors and mortgagees, absenteeism and the like. But the com- _
paratively small proportion of the demand collected by coercion appears to render it :
unnecessary so to lengthen this report. P
o b sl Bt p : Ny S~o Dated /Z ?0&7 189 ¢ o
/,./' o \%"/ e U/ < (/“_:/ ; | 1%
3 Secretary. | FOR ORDERS. ik
| s P | |
¢ S
|
v AL oy Lew AL Seey 7
I }
| | JltG  Mefatlet A
To the Secretary to Govemmerg., Revenue Department, ;
with the Collector’s reports, Nos. 2705, dated ‘ 4 MMM 7 i o~
98h Juno 1697, and 5910, dtod 10th | | 7 e
ecember 1897, and their enclosures, in original. " Lo d
’ KD aae

Copy to the Collector of Tanjore,

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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