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~ Bubmitting to Government, with remarks, the statement of consumption of country Bpmts
~ and of locally-made foreign spirits in the several exoise tracts of the Madras Presidency in and
up to the month of January 1899, | ‘ _ :
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Resorurion —No. 72, dated 25th March 1899
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(2) adverse state of the season in the early part of t.he year, (3). poverty gf.tl}e drinking
classes, and (4) people resorting to the cheaper liquor sold in the adjoining French
Territory.

12. Trichinopoly.—The decrease is ascribed to the high selling price of food-grains,
,the comparative cheapness of toddy, the unfavourable character Qf the season at the
beginning of the lease and the closure of some shops for want of bids.

18. Madura.—The decrease is attributed to people resorting more to toddy than
to arrack.

14. Salem.—The decrease is aseribed to the unfavourable character of the season
e movement set on foot by the weaving and Muhammadan eom-

There has been an increase in the number of cases of illicit distillation

LM—' i S ')

““dee ted in this circle.

Qo (True Copy.)

15. South Canara.—The decrease is reported to be due to the inde})tedn’ess of
.¢ poorer classes owing to the high prices of food-grains aud to the depression of trale.
16. Malabar.—In the Wynaad taluk, the decrease is attributed to the unfavour-
able character of the season for the first four months of t(illelyeﬁir, t?% cfssa}?on of Olgotl)y
immigrati Mvsore owing to plague and the extended sale of Lolombo arrack by
immigration from Mysor B ts of the district it is ascribed to the fact that

tavern-keepers. In the other excise trac : :
cholera, which accounted for a large consumption last year, is no longer prevalent and
. But the last-

: - o for toddy because of its comparative cheapness. :
f]geg}c(i}ogﬁiﬂ:e(;z% S(?gez not appea); to be correct as the toddy revenue isalso falhfxg'off,

17. The Collectozs of Bellary and Tinnevelly .have not explained the varlations
in their districts. The variations in the other distriets call for no remarks.

18. A general rise of price 18 noticeable thgoughout the .Presideney and has
doubtless much to do with the general falling off of consum ption. On the whole
there is no increase of illicit distillation so far as the Board is at prese:nt aware.

FoREIGN SPIRITS.

19. The total quantity of locally-made foreign spirits i‘ssued up to the month
under review amm(llnted t}:) 10,580 proof gallons against 13,094 in 1897-9%, thus
showing a decrease of 2,514 proof gallons or about 19-2 per cent.

90. The inerease in Cuddapah and the decrease in Bellary have not been

explained by the Collectors concerned.
91. Madras Town Circle—The increase is reported to be due to the sale of
Malabar arrack in taverns in lieu of Colombo arrack, the first being locally made and

therefore included in this return. :
99. Trichinopoly.—The decrease in the quantity of raisin wine issued up to the
mouth under review is due to fluetuations in the requirements of the Madura Catholic
Mission. '
98. The Nilgiris.—The decrease is due to the causes mentioned in paragraph 3

supra.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. G. TODHUNTER,
Actiug Secretary.

Assistant Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Bevenue Department.

1 Collectors. - G TR
i :}lxe Deputy (ommissioner, Central Division.
»” s

Copy to other Deputy Commissioners.
all Assistant Commissioners.

" {he Inspector, Madras Town Circle.

»”

Exd, Md. Palilvan.
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