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‘ ‘ Read letter from 3ryce e, Master, Fsquire, Acting Depuby
3 : E ; ' Commissioner, Central Division, No.6838, dated 6th December
’ - 2+ o ! ! ’,
; {: 1898, submitbting with remarks the petition of hMessrs Volmes
“ 3 ! 3 ;
&F' i and Co, Madras, appealing against the order of. the Beoard
A .
§ - that duty should be collected on ganja required by them for
i supply to the Government Medical Stores,and
3
'ﬁ’ } Board’s reference ther=on No.1120, dated 16th December
X

1898, requesting the Deputy Commissioner, Central Nivision,

S

to ascertain and report at what: rates hessrs Holmes and Co.

. tendered to supply gahja to the Medical storekeeper Lo Govern-

™ ment and how those rates compare with the market rates.

Read again also Roard’s reference No. 103, dated 1st

Pebruary 1899, requesting the Deputy Commissioner, Central

11 upon Messrs Holmes and Co, Gheamisbs—aad

Division to cal.
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& + forth in ket petition. Wee copy of this letler is en-
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Storekeeper to Government and to forward the Same t&hthe

5 1 RBO: a in q
e closed. This action of theirs preventa the Board from sayiig
A [ Ay date, hat their actual 108S has been,and it is not prepared to
.I wWIle & .
1 Read again also Board’s reference No.173 dated 17ti . ] it knowing this, though no
i : <% recommend any refund to them w1bnogb < & ’
B ot e e e dthanes and e M S doubt the bargain was not a profitable cne. A comparison of
is waiting for the vouchers for the purchase by them of 150 i‘ | th co%t‘ﬁrice at the bime of the tender with the tendered
e ’ 2 =
it nenan Te e S ot R ekl | ate shows that but for the levy of the duty it would have
. ’ % SNoWE :
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2 At the time they made the contract there was no duty on -”
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f ganja, but Notification No.154, dated 6th March 1897, directed tm)wf-d' 277 §
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, the levy of the same from lst July of that year.Tt is true that |
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To the Assistant Secretary,

BSoard of Revenue (Separate Reve
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In reply to your letter 0. 178, dated 17th instant, we be to
L 3 w (_,5 .l

enclose herewith a copy of our let
By etter to the Inspector of Salt,

Abkari and Customs Department, Madras Town Clrcle, which spesa]
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We beg to remain,
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Madras, 3rd December 7895,

J HOLMES & CO, )
Pharmaceutical Chemists, Druggists, &e., :
2 Popham’s Broadway, MADRAS.
To
The Secrefary fo Governmeni,
Revenue  Department,
Madras.
Thro’ :
The Deputy Commissioner,
Salt, Abkari and Customs Revenue,
AND
The Board of Revenue,
MADRAS.
SIr,

We beg respectfully to bring to your notice the following facts, and request that
you will be kindly pleased to pass orders as prayed for :—

In November last year, we tendered to supply to the Government Medical Stores
several drugs, among which Ganja (Cannabis Indica) was one. At that time no excise duty

. L2 3
was levied on Ganja. We understand that, by a notification (No. 154, dated March 6,1897) ¢caedes G2 o /),

published at page 393 of the Zorz Sz George Gazette of 3oth March 1897, excise duty at
Rs. 4 per seer was to be levied from 1st July 1897, but as a matter of fact no such duty was
levied from the latter date. So far as we know, there appears to have been no subsequent

« mnotification in the Gazette fixing the date from which the Government meant to levy the
excise duty. Even if we had known L that any duty would be levied, there was no necessity
for our taking any notice of such duty, as we were aware of a precedent in the fact that
5,000 or more gallons of Rectified Spirit have been supplied year after year to the Medical
Stores, free of duty, although a duty of about Rs. 10 per gallon is ordinarily leviable on
that article.

In June last we apolied to the Deputy Commissioner of Salt, Abkari and Customs
Revenue for a permit fre<'of duty to supply 75 seers (=150 1bs.) of Ganja to the Medical




M.
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Stores, d at thesame time fully explained the circumstances of our case, enclosing a certifi-

fr Med:&al Storekeeper to Government to say that the Ganja was for dond fide
Government purposes. The Deputy Commissioner, after a reference to the Board of Rev-

enue, and under instructions from the Board, refused to grant us our request on the ground

Sl m es did not permit it. We were then info the Deputy Commissioner that,
_Q_E: =7 s Proceedings, No. 158, dated 22nd April :&enﬁb relative to the levy of
duty were given effect to only from 1st April 1898. After some correspondence with the
Medical Storekeeper to Government, we paid Rs. 300 on account of duty and also Rs. 5 for

a special license. The Medical Storekeeper now asks us in his letter which we enclose, to
apply to the Madras Government for a refund of the duty-

We begtaPectfully to submit that it is very hard that we should have been made to
pay excise duty, amounting to Rs. 360, eﬁtkm‘& t the time we tendered to supply
Ganja to the Government Medical Stores no duty wad’lewed"aniﬂt there was no notice
as to the date from W‘h‘w would be levied. It is harder still, seeing that the supply
free of duty to the Meﬁ:ehlvsm of a veiy large quantity of another dutiable aiticle, #:z.,
Rectified Spint, led us to infer that no excise duty would be levied on any dutiable article

supplied mﬂte Qwumnent Medical Stores.
Aaam N, Itk conelusj ﬁg 1 wgelgﬁlﬁcd to is letter before His Excellency

*he Goversior in Cofinci Qfd&t ty jsh?d{may be refunded to us.
We are submitting this letter through the Deputy Commissioner and the Board
of Revenue and request you will kindly pass early orders.

e " s We beg to remain,
: N R , Sir,
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