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Rl#h --+the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr S.R.Turnbull,

Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras:-

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 421, dated the
19th November 1898, discussing the rates of outturn of f
cottonyproposed by the Chamber. As the Board declines
to modify the rates which it lately adopted;it will be

of little use for the Chamber to enter further into
lengthy discussion of the matter in support of its con-
tention that the Board’s estimates are too low. The Cham~

ber wishes, however, to dlreciftbe Board’ attentlon to

the feollowing extract from Dewan Bahadur S. Srinivasa

Raghaviengar?s "Memorandum on the Progress of the Mad-
ras Presidency during the last 40 years"
"In fertile soils and under good

treat¢ment,1000 1bs. == seced cottom per acre is no un-

usual on them: an omdinary good yield of cotton may
Haken #wy fronn sl goo L aced cotles, while 500%mapi
taken as a‘fair average of yield, taking all soils imto
consideration. These figures have been arrived at from

the statements of different classes of ryots and include

the first and second courses of pickings. It is assumed

RNICIRE, TR
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.ealers that 6 poodies (=bout %28 1bs. each) of seed cotton
2 required-to produce 500 1lbs. lint, and therefore the awverage

on them of an acre is 12% lbs. of lint" { "

<

The difference between an average outturn

per acre of 12% lbs. as here estimated, and 70 1lbs. per agre
for Tinmevelly, as estimated by the Board is so :;;::;;;Jas t.0
lead to the irresistible concluffion that the sources of infor-
mation from which these official figures are obtained cannot
be held reliable,' and the Chamber comsiders that the Board
should institute further enquirés in order to ascertain the
average outturn per acre of the two pickings in the Tinnevelly
District.

The Chamber is not in a position to prove that the
Board’s statistics relating to the volume of the sea-bodrne cot-
ton trade are inaccurate but the average annual export of 570,000
cﬁﬁ. for tﬁe guingufnnium ending 1896-97 seems suspiciously
small considering'that according to reliable information supplied
to the Chamber by shipping firms, phe average exports from Tu-
‘ticoﬂn aloﬁe amount to 80,000 Béles of 500 lbs. or 360,000 cwt.
The rail—bgﬂrne traffic also seems to the Chamber to be under-
estimated as a2 large percentage of the western crop,which ave-
rages 250,000 cwts. per annum, now finds its way to Bombay prin-
cipaldy via Marmagoa.

Lastly,‘the Chamber regards an allow-
ance of 6ne¢third of the outturn for local comsumption as in-
adequate, as the offtake by the mills has inéreased considerably,
an allowancelof 40% being, in its opin;pn,'much nearer the mark.

/
Messrs. Lyon & Co. who are the best authority on Indian Cotton

Statistics put down the mill and local consumption for all India
/ "+

during the quinquennium referred to ay 1,665,000 bales per an-
num out of an average total outturn of 2,943,000 bales or say
55 %.
In support of its opinion that the outturn per acre
to the

is underestimated by the Board/the Chamber would refer

first forecast of the growing crop recently published, in which

ated at sbout 127,000 bales of 400 lbs. Add-
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Ti;mevelly
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galems,

’ _ " GPARTMENT, :
ing to this -0 % for Native States and Zamindaries as ex . o o |
mated by thé Board, tae tbtal outturn of next crop woﬁld'L‘i;n‘w
158,400 bales of 400 lbs.,while according to the figures .\
éupplied to the Chamber by press owners and cotton suppliers, -
an average crop for the Presidency is about 250,000 bales.

distributed as follows:-— sded B 08

e —————————— - {— — — ——— " T - {— =

Coimbatore &c.

.The Chamber is obliged to the Board for adopting
its suggestion as regards giving different units of
for the various descriptiéns of cdtton and, while it cannot,
enflorse the Board’s views as to outturn/it fudly appreeiates
the assistance.which the ﬂéfcantiie comm&ﬂity will derive
from the publication of reliable figures of the average plan-
ted with cotton on Government lands, from which an approxi-

mate estimate may be made of the guantity likelg to be avail

able for export.

Bgsolupion,

\ Before submitting the letter read above for

the information of Government'in continuation of B P 421,
dated 12th November 98,.the Board requesbs ﬁnat the Chémber
may be moved to consider the figures and remarks'embodied
in theseg Proceedings. |

2. In the.subjoined table, the particulars from which
the approxiﬂaté averéée éxport by sea of 570,000 cwt. of
cleaned cotton was derived aré shown, as well as the parti-
culars of exports from the port of Tuticoyn, according to

the Volume of sea—bqﬂrne Trade Statistics, and according to

the table given (for calenddr years) by the Chamber in its

Price Current & Market Reporti-
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‘ e : Examiner of Gowernment Railway Accounts, Bombay, who com-
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;“Aom the remarks made above, it would appear that the rail-

| Srne _éxports may be disrqggrdeg and that the Board’s estimate
¥ 01380§.0Q0 cwht. per annum as a normal crop would really leave

40 % for local coqsump‘bion. &

. ] i

5. In regard to the amount og cptton used by local mills,
the Board would be glad to receive any definite information

that can be obtained on the subjJect, but in the absence of -any
/

it is unable to see the bearing of Messrs. Lyon & Co.’s esti-
. mate for all India on the case of the Madras Presidency. The

Boaxrd would be obliged if the Chamber w-ould suggest mew defi-

information
niteAror a series of years may be obtained on this point, if

it is umnable to furnish it from sources of information open to

it. It appears from =z table published in the Volume of Pinan-
cial and Commercial Statistics of British India issued by the

Govermment of India, that out of an average of about 427 mil~

lion pgunds of yarn spun in Igdian mills during 1895-96 & 1896-

-97 only a little more than 29 millioms pomnds or less than 7 %

was spun in Madras andnﬂgw this should be applied to Messrs.

Lyon & Co.’s estimate of the yield would require a reference

to that estinate'which the Board is unable to make. The figures
quoted, however, 1fvreliab1e;wpuld point to an even larger con-
sumption of cotton by local mills than is suggested by the Cham-

ber and the Board is very desiroué of obtaining an accurate es-

timate on this point.

6. " In regard to the guotation made from Dewan Bahudur

8. Srinivasa Raghava Aiyangar’s work, it will be pointed out

that the quotation was taken by that officer from a report

published by this Department in 1891 (Bulletin No.19 page 128)
and attention should be specially given to the note made cn that

portion of the report at the time. The Board is not disposed to

attach any great importance to the outturn estimated by the

reporter. It would also remark that the carrying out of experi-

ments such as the Chamber suggests,K should be made to determine

the average yielda of cotton is,for’all practical purposes an

impossibility. Not two, but twen'ty or more pickings are com-

monly made in Tinnevelly and before any average could be fixed

G 2 4 TR )
. :‘.\.,A.»JMJ_.

it would be necessary to carry out several.hundred experiments

“Z

in order

_verage Ccro

‘they might embrace crops grown on soils of d.;tf’f<=}a,f{‘,,A

qualities, under varying circumstances and during different

seasons.

<

ded to at para 4.0f the letter read above, the Board is uma-

ple to see what bearing the assumed amount of a normal or a-

p has thereon unless allowance be made for the

marked decrease in the area sown this year and the condition

in which the ocrop was reported to be at the time the forecast

was prepared. 1t may also be pointed out that the amount of

a normal crop is now reported to be about 893,000 cwt. a-

gainst 1,238,000 cwt. at the rates proposed by the Chamber

in its letter dated 19th September 98, whilst as regards the

Western crop, which in this para is estimated at 80,000 ba-

les (400 lbs. ) in para 2 of the letter it 1is said to be only

70,000 bales. These figures cannot all of them the Board

conalders be correct.

8. As the Board is most anxious to arrive at some

definite understanding as 1o what should be looked upon as

the normal production of cotton in this Presidency excluding
the production of tracts in.ﬁysore and Hyderabad,which may

in trade parlance be combined therewitﬁ, it trusts that the

Chamber may submit the data given in these Proceedings to

criticism and furnish, where no information ig available at

present (vide para 4 supra) any that is obtainable.

(True Extract)
(Signea) C. Benson,

For Secretary.

To

The Chairman, Chamber of Commerce.

(True Copy)

Secretaxry.

with regard to the first forecast of outturn, allw ™
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