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70 10 GOVERNMENT or MADRAS,
, REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Petition presented by the inhabitants of Fraserpeta, Cocanada.
Sz,

" With reference to your Endorsement No, 1592 R. of 1898 dated 15th Novem- '

ber 1898 on our petition dated 31st October 1898, we beg to submit the following
papers :—

1. Copy of petition presented by D. L. Devalraju one of these petitio ers, to
the Head Quarters Deputy Collector, on 24th November 1898. g

2. Endorsement Ref. 645-H.D.C. Sup., of 98 dated 3rd December 1898,
sent by that Officer in reply to the said petition.

3. Copy of the notice issued to us by the Head Quarters Deputy Collector
on 14th December 1397, together with an English translation thereof.

4. Copy of pattah granted by Government to the holders of sites in
Fraserpeta in 1869.

We have already submitted with our petition dated 31st October 1898, a copy
of our petition dated 16th February 1898 presented to the Collector.

2. Enclosure No. 2 shows that the Collector has submitted to the Board our
petition dated 16th February 1898, but that the Board has declined to maove the
Government on the subject. We, therefore, beg leave to submit this appeal against
the orders of the Board.

3. We invite the attention of the Government to enclosure No. 4, which is the
form of the puttah granted in 1869. We humbly submit that the proposal to im-
pose a ground-rent of Rs. 10 an acre is' inconsistent with the terms and spirit of
the puttah. The puttah shews that for each site a lump sum of money was received
from every grantee in thn very beginning as price for the land in addition to the rent
of one anna payable anraally, and that heritable rights were conferred on the
grantees. The puttah recognises every sort of enjoyment of the sites by the gran-
tees, their heirs, representaiives and assigns, and the only restriction imposed upon
the grantees was that they should not, without the license in writing of the Collector
for the time being, assign, underlet &c., these sites except to an Officer of the Col-
lector’s Huzar Establishment. This provision was inserted in the puttahs, as will
be seen from the correspondence that took place at that time, simply for the benefit

" of the subordinates of the Collector’s Office, and not with a view to reassess these sites

at some fufture time. The reasons for inserting such a provision in the Puttahs
are obvious, when it is remembered that a large majority of the Huzur Officials
were Brahmins. In those days, when thers was not a sufficient number of houses
in the town, Government thought it necessary to help the subordinates of the Col-
lector’s Office b{ providing them with house sites, and to impose some such res-
trictions upon the powers of alienation of the grantees, so that the object of the
grant might not be defeated. ~ The Collector was accordingly empowered to give
his sanction for the alicnation of these sites to strangers in fit and proper cases,
and it was never intended that such sanction should be burdened with any price—
either a lump sum or an anmual tax. The Collector too has been granting during
these 30 years such permission without any fresh impost. What the Government
has now proposed is, that it would itself give such a permission once for all to each
and every one of the site-holders if they should agree to pay the proposed ground-
rent. It is, however, difficult to see how the Government is justified 1n demanding a
price for it in the shape of an enhanced ground-rent, while the Collector is at
liberty, under the terms of the Puttah, to grant such permission free of any charge.
If the necessity for the restriction of the power of alienation has now ceased to exist,
we submib that the restriction may be removed altogether, without charging any
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thing extra. ' ‘Though. thé'putta is.styled a lease for 99 years, it is nevertheless a

_the quit-rent at the end of the term,
4. We presurﬁ‘e‘th%'the Government ‘and the Board, at the time of

rally, "ank passing \7
: ~orders-regarding these sites, must have had in view the Proceedings of the Govern- ) 4
ment of India 4%%231_1&2&3&1:9(1 7th October 1895—Land Revenue—, embodied
6

9 /5/’ ,JW B4,
in G. 0. No. 527, Revenu 16th-September 1898. These orders mot having W
been made public until very lately, we could not refer to them in our petitions to 7 o
the Collector. The Goyernment of India, while pointing out the course which ! NHa sne’ g or e
B s \;hﬂuki be followed in assessing all newly granted dwelling sites, pointed out in para ’: 2 e
et 3 of its Proceedings that-an exception should be made regarding the lands that have ‘ X _a- -
been already alienated. Our sites _have actually. been alienated to the original | 47 W W
. ~. grantees in consideration of a certain amount received by the Government for each ® ol
and every site granted... T@e jeonsideration,; _accordmg'to our calculations, amounts .
to nothing less than Rs. 115 per acre, as pointed out in our former petitions. Rs. ! /] ( 5 WMA“\
IV 15 per acre is even now a.suﬁiment]y high price for such a sandy soil as these sites
B NG, , ire. It is further stated, in para. 6 of the Proceedings above referred to, that “The
L Government of India desire that theabove principles may be followed in future,
and applied not only to all new grants but also to all renewals of existing grants or
leases, whieh may fall in in future, 3o far ag they are not inconsistent with their terms.” .
; From the para quoted above, 1t is clear that the object of the Government is not to | 12 ] /‘/’ ‘_/M,W h
% s .apply the %:mcl'ples enunciated by it to all existing grants and leases even when l ' : “'7

‘those grants and leases are to run yet for a number of years but only when those
WS grants and leases \becomé ‘ripe for renewal at some future time. Even then,

the Proceedings direct that the principles may be applied only so faras the y are ‘ t,%,‘M 2 W %

permanent lease, and the Government did not reserve to itself the power of revising
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not-inconsistent, with the terms of such puttahs and leases. Our leases are to run
et for a period of 69 years, and we submit that in the case

0 of all buildi ts 1
- of 99 years term, the past policy of the Government has a] o 0 i /
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on the same terms as before, ¥t was never the intention of the Government of e
India that the principles enunciated by it should be applied to cases like this, which
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%, posed to the principles upon which the grants were originally made. 14 : :
, - 5. Cocanada is a Zamindari town, and it is only this petta and a few other "W L@ LS ;_ }
N " plots of ground, that belong to Government. It was but recently that almost all WP P, :
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staads, were made Inams, though they contain rich bpildings and algo fetch the 2 / |- =

9 highest rents possible. So their position has become safe. Again our neighbours in W, : © S ineat a1
the Zamindari portion of the town have no taxes to pay, not even quit-rent. OQur E he ]
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6. “We therefore, respectfully pray that Government may be pleased to & RIYEr Far Ng -
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Collector, and that this may be done without the imposition of any new taxes. ® 7 £ 93 2. 7 ;
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