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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
Hord George Hamilton, e

[ SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
| B India Office, =

£ | § : LONDON. o

The humble appeal of A. V, P. KuNmATAYY,
' late Adhikari of Pallayur Amshom, Ponnani
| | : Taluk, Malabar District, Madras Presidency.

]A OST f(sspzcn-‘m.vz /SHEWETH,

That Your Petitioner is a Moplah by nationality and belongs to the Ponnani

Taluk of the Malabar Distriet. It is a Taluk in which Moplah ignorants and thag

~ form of religious fanaticism which has proved such a disturbing force against the
peaceful progress of British administration have been deeply rooted in the soil from
the very beginning of the British occupation. Though the Government has been at
much pains and expenditure to spread education among the Moplahs of the Taluk, the
number of literate Moplahs with any pretence to education are remarkably small

: Your Petitioner is one of the few of his community who have chosen to avail them-
; selves as far as possible of the advantages of State aided education. He belongs to
' a respectable family holding landed property in the Taluk and at the time when the
incidents which led up to his present misfortune transpired he was the only Moplah
Adhikari or Village Magistrate in the whole Taluk. He had been ten years in Govern-
ment service at the time and had received very satisfactory certificates of character .
from various Government Officers of high position and responsibility (enclosare A).

;. Early in 1896, when discharging the duties of Adhikari or Village Magistrate
of Pallayur Amshom, Your Petitioner was reported against by the Tahsildar of
e the Taluk for alleged t3mporari\lf misappropriation. The expression ‘ temporary
: . misapp_ropriation” if unexplained may be thought to refer to a serious offence
involving moral perversity. It is necessary, therefore, that Your Petitioner should
&“, j explain before proceeding any further that the temporary misappropriation with
LRk L which he was charged merely consisted in his having delayed for some days to remit

g . j into the Government Treasury certain petty individual sums of money which he had
‘ \ ~ collected from rate payers. Each individual collection represented a very trifling

. _ sum and the total of the collections amounted only to Rs.81. To a man cf the
% L5 : : ’ \ ' ' substance and position of Your Petitioner, who had furnished security of Rs. 1,500
& ‘ : : for his appointment and who was possessed of property of the aggregate value of
£, ; ; Rs. 5,000, the amount of Rs. 81 said to have been temporarily misappropriated was
e | obviously a sum of no consequence whatever. It is unreasonable to assume, without :
sufficient warrant for the assumption, that Your Petitioner would have misappropriated ‘ .‘1 '
this sum with any criminal intention, more especially when the penalty of such crimi- :
nality would have been forfeiture of office and security, social disgrace and perhaps,
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a criminal prosem{tion resulting in imprisonment in jail. There was not the slightest
uecessity to court these disasters by indulging in misappropriation, for the position
of an Adhikari is undeniably one of influence, and had Your Petitioner really been

. at any time in need of money he could easily have raised it ‘without having recourse

to shady and dangerous methods. Furthermore, it should be particularly remembered
that during the ten years Your Petitioner had been in service he had had the handline
of various sums of money large and small, and never in any single instance prior t:
the present case had there been even the faintest suspicion that he had sullied the
the trust reposed in him. This one circumstance should of itself have led his superi-
ors to accept with the greatest caution and reserve a vague and practically unsub-
stantiated charge of temporary misappropriation. In this present case, not onl
had the Head Assistant Magistrate and the District Magistrate accepted and acteﬁ
upon without question the report of the Tahsildar, but they persistently denied Your
Petitioner the bare justice of being furnished with copies of the various reports and
papers on which the finding of dismissal was based. It is an established maxim of
the Eritish Government that no public servant whatever his position, whatever the
charges against him, should be condemned unheard on evidence taken behind his back
and without his being provided with the legitimate weapons of defence. Your Petitioner
was denied all these weapons, though he frequently applied for them.

The position of Adbighari is not by any meins a beq of roses. The most
trying and unpleasant portion of his multifarious duties is the collection of revenue
from an impecunious agricultural population that cannot bhe persuaded without diffi-
culty to meet its debts and to render unto ‘te. ('eé:f: what belongs to Casr. The
worry of collections over, the village accounts have to be written before tbe. mone
can be remitted into the Treasury. For thislatter work, the co-operation of the Menony
and the other village officials is absolutely necessary, and if this co-operation is not
prompt, delay in remitting will of course ensue. In your Petitioner’s case, it was
explained that the delay was due to the tardy collaboration of the Menm;, This
explanation was unjustifiably ignored.

Your Petitioner has ventured to show above that there Was 10 necessity and
no reason why he should have misappropriated, if even temporarily, palty su{ns of
money that, when totalled up, amounted only to about Rs, 81. He realises that if this
view of the case is to be entitled to any ‘serious consideration, it is for him to show
what motive could have induced the Tahsildar to launch an unfounded charge against
an innocent and inoffensive subordinate. Your Petitioner respectfully ventures to
presume that the motive underlying the action of the Tahsildar will be sufficiently
cle:;from the following significant circumstance :—On the dismissal of your Peti-
tioder, two applicants endeavoured to obtain the vacated post. One of these appli-

cants was Achuthan Nair, a Gumustah or clerk employed in the Taluk Office. The ©

man was in every way an eligible candidate. The other applicant was one . M.
Krishnan, a man belonging to the same caste and hailing from the same part of
Malabar as Mr. Kunhambu, the then Tahsildar. This Krishnan had previously been
an income tax clerk in the Neligiri District and had been ignominiously dismissed
for misappropriaizjggg_ﬁmonies which had been entrusted to him. He belonged to North
Malabar, to a part of the district not less than a hundred miles distant from Ponani.
It should be especially pointed out that recruitment for village service is invariably
carried oub from among candidate, belonging to the interested village and if such
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village cannot furnish eligible candidates, men are usually selected from immediately
surrounding villages. In this case, it will be seen that notwithstanding there was a
properly qualified local candidate available, the Tahsildar preferred to ignore his
application and to lend his support to a man who had been dismissed for a crime,
who belonged to a distant part of the district and who had not the slightest claim to
obtain a second footing in the public' service. The Tahsildar’s nominationproved
successful in the first instance, but the other applicant appealed and wested the
appointment from Krishnan. Your Detitioner humbly submits that the whole of
this incident furnisbes the clue to the Tahsildar’s action and purpose in consummating

Your Petitioner’s ruin.

Tf Your Petitioner has hereinabove established that he was unjustly dismissed
and that he was the viction of favoritism, it is still necessary that he should offer some
explanation with regard to a certain incident the slight importance of which might
otherwise be unduly exaggerated. When Your Petitioner appealed to the Collector
against his unjust dismissal, he was represented by a Vakil who, in the course of
argument, made the unwarranted statement that his client (Your Petitioner) had beer
grossly negligent in the performance of his dutiss. Counsel exceeded his instructions
in making such an admission there had never been any negligence on Your Petitioner’s
part. Is there had been any, the Menon was to blame. That was Your Petitioner’s one
single contention from the very start, and it is incomprenhensible to Your Petitioner
why his legal adviser should have offered a plea that was not borne out by facts.
Your Petitioner humbly hopes that other circumstances being judged favouably to
him, this stupid and unauthorised declaration on the part of his pleader will not be
allowed to outweigh equitable considerations.

Against his undeserved dismissal, Your Petitioner has appealed in vain to the

Collector, the Madras Board of Revenue and the Madras (Government. Nothing
dagé:i and still convinced that he will not knock in vain at the door of British

ji'IBtl' e, he now respectfully appeals, Honourable Sir, to Your lofty sense of justice.

The British Empire in India has been raised on the solid foundation of justice
and equity it owes its present proud and plﬁ{i:ent position solely to the high
sense of justice which pervades its administration, and for this. very reason, it will,
nnder Heaven,continue to endure and expand in undiminished vigour and vitality. Ani-
mated by this belief and serene in the confidence that the justice of British rule is never
narrowed by petty or unworthy considerations of caste or color or wealth or position,
Your humble Petitioner appeals to you, Honourable Sir, to look down from your
great position and right the wrong which has been done to him. For the justice of
reinstatement which he now seeks, Your humble Petitioner shall as in duty bound,

EVER PRAY.
Y cececer
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