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2 Boarp or Revenue (SeparaTE REVENUE), No., 504, 23rp Novewser 1897,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(SeraraTE REVENUE).

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate R
g Mis. No. 3053, dated 20th July 1897 :— (Separate evenue),

Read—the following letter from R. M. THURLEY, Esq., Inspector of Salt, Abkdri
" and Customs Department, Madras Town Circle, to the Deputy Commissioner
of Salt, Abkdri and Customs Department, Central Division, dated 19th Jul
1897, No. 1505 :— ’ ) dated 10th July

In submitting herewith an occurrence report received from Acting Assistant
Inspector Mr. Borebank reporting the sale without a license by Messrs. Spencer & Co.
of opium in the shape of tabloids, I have the honour to state that, as the sale of such
opium is contrary to seetions 4 and 9 of the Opium Act, Messrs. Spencer & Co. are
liable to be prosecuted. Before launching a charge against them, however, I would
beg to take your orders. The firm have notthe excuse of even being Chemists and
their sale of compressed opium 18 tbere;fore 1l!egal. A small phial of opium tabloids
purchased from them is forwarded for inspection with their cash bill,

—————

‘Endorsement by C. G. TODHUNTER, Esq., Acting Deputy Commissioner of Salt,
Abkdri and Customs Department, dated 19th July 1897, 8. No. 3580.

Submitted to the Board for favour of orders.

9. It is observed that this opium is sold openly and has been sent out by a well
known English firm. It is suggested that the Collector of Sea Customs may be asked
how much of it has been imported and by whom.

Resolution—Mis. No. 30563, dated 20th July 1897.

Referred to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, for report as to what quantities
have been imported and by whom.

(True Copy and Extract.) i

(Signed) ~ EDMUND MILLETT,
Assistant Secretary.,

v.'.l'o the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,
(with one sealed bottle of opium to be returned.)

e T

Reap—the following letter from R. MACLURE, Esq., to the Secrétary to the
Commissioner of Balt, Abkdri and Separate Revenue, dated Madras, 17th
July 1897 :— _

I have the honour to request that I be granted permission or a license to hold in
stock a larger quantity of opium and rectified spirit than I find my licenses permit,
I find as my manufacturing deparfment increases the quantities are not sufficient to
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nieet my requirements and urgent cholera and hospital indents are kept waiting,
whereas if I were allowed to stock a larger quantity, they could be attended to and
despatched at once. I should also be gbliged by your letjcipg me know if I can be
allowed to import opium. I would point ont that the British Pharmacopeeia orders
“opium when used for officially recognised purposes must be that obtained from
Asia Minor.,” I would further point out that while there seems to be a difficulty as
to the importation of opium in the form of gum, no restriction is placed on the
importation of it in the form of tincture, and thus hundreds of pounds arc imported
annually free of all opium duty from Germany and other Furope countries. It would
be easier and much cheaper for me to import my tincture of opium, but I prefer to

& manufacture and standerdise my tinctures in my own laboratory.

Reap—also the following letter from N. 8. BRODIE, Esq., I.C.S., Acting Seerctary
to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkdri and Separate Revenue, Madras, to

the Commisstoner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkéri, Bombay, dated 1 1th Auo"ust 1897 Mis
the Soeretary to the Buara of Rovenue, Lower Proviuces, Bungul, o] 3 o

No. 3456.

I am desired to request that you will be good enough to let me know at an early
date if the import of laudanum and other preparations of opium into the

Bombay Presidency
Lower Provinces ot Bengal

is permitted and if so what duty is charged on such imports.

——— ———

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenuo (Separate Revenue)
Mis. No. 4074, dated 14th September 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from Sir JAMES MACNABB CAMPBELL, k.c.I.E., 1.CS,,
Acting Commissioner of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abk4ri, Bombay, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abk4ri and Separate Revenue, Madras,
dated 7th September 1597, No. 4225 :—

With reference fo your letter, Mis. No. 3456, dated 11th ultimo, I have the
honour to state that the importation into Bombay of preparations of opium for medical
purposes is allowed on payment of the following duties under the Tariff Act :—

(1) Preparations of pure opium, such as Gum Opii, Pulvis Opii, and Extract

Opii, Rs. 24 per seer of 80 tolas under No. 2 of schedule III,

(2) Preparations of opium such as Tincture Opii (Laudanum), containing 20 per
cent. of London proof spirit and upwards, Rs. 6 per imperial gallon ; and those contain-
ing less than 20 per cent. of such spirit, 5 per cent. ad valorem under No. 1 of

4 schedule IIT,

(3) Other preparations of opium, 5 per cent. ad valorem under all other sorts of
medicines under No. 11 of schedule IV.

Resolution—Mis. No, 4074, dated 14th September 1897.

Recorded pending receipt of reply from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
Lower Provinces, Bengal,

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Bigned) EDMUND MILLETT,
Assistant Secretary.
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Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
Sub. No. 5353, dated 9th October 1897 :—

Lead—the following letter from E. N. BAKER Esq., C.8., Collector of
Calcutta, t% the Secretary to the Board (;f Revé:nue, Lower ]?rov(i)nc(c’fsu Sg?ar;:i
6th September 1597, No. 694 :— ’

In reply to your No 388-B, dated the 2nd instant, requesting to be informed

of the practice followed by this office in levying duty on opium and its preparations, I

- have the honour to state that pure opium, described as “Opii Ture” Opii Persian »

and ¢ Opii Extractum,” is assessed to duty at Rs. 24 per seer of 80 tolas, under
schedule 3, article 2, of the import tariff. ’

It is impor_'tc.ad in small quantities of from 1 ounce to 3 Ib., with consienments of
drugs and medicines, by dispensaries, tea gardens and upcountry and local wholesale
dealers both European and native,.

2. Spirituous preparations such as “ Tinctura Opii” which is identical with
laudanum, ** Linimentum Opii,” Extractum Opii Liquidum * Vinum Opii” and others
which contain 20 per cent., or more of proof spirit are charged at Rs. 6 Imperial
London proof gallon, under schedule 5, article 1 of the import tariff, and those con-
taining less than 20 per cent. of proof spirit (which are chiefly patent and proprietary
medicines) at 5 per cent., ad valorem, also under schedule 3, article 1. :

3. Solid and dry preparations such as “‘ Confectio Opii,” ¢ Emplastums Opii,”
“ Pilula Opii,” ¢ Opti Puls : Compositum,” and a variety of others which are mixtures
of opium with other ingredients, are taxed at 5 per cent. ad valorem under schedule 4,
article 11.

(Separate Revenue),

' Endorsement by H. LUSON, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
Lower Provinces, Bengal, dated Calcutta, 15th September 1897, No. 1633-B.

Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abk4ri and Separate
Revenue, Madruas, with reference to his letter, No. 3456, dated 11th August 1837, for

information. '

g ——

Resolution—Sub. No. 5353, dated 9th October 1897.

Messrs. Spencer & Co. are requested to be good enough to report what the
price at which the opium tabloids mentioned in the enclosed cash bill are sold comes to
per tola. They are also requested to inform the Board of the price at which they
are sold wholesale in England.

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) = EDMUND MILLETT,

+

. Assistant Secretary, 0

To Messrs Spencer & Co. (with a cash bill
to be returned).

O sty
.

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue),
Sub. No. 5658, dated 26th October 1897 :—

2ead—the following lefter from Messrs. SPENCER, & Co., to the Assistant Secretary,
Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), dated Madras, 18th October 1897 :—

In reply to your letter No. 5353 of Oth instant, we beg to apprise you that each
bottle contains 100 tabloids or § tola of opium. The wholesale price in England is
15s per dozen bottles, 4
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Resolution—Sub. No. 5658, dated 26th October 1897,

Messrs. Spencer & Co. are requested to return the cash bill fbrwarded to them
with Board’s Proceedings, Sub. No. 5353, dated 9th October 1897,

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

EDMUND MILLETT,
Assistant Secretary,

To Messrs. Spencer & Co.

S

Reap—also the following letter from C. G. TODIIUNTER, Esq., 1.C.S., Acting Députy
Commissioner of Salt, Abkdri and Customs Department, Central Division, to
the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkdri and Separate Revenue,
dated 26th July 1897, No. 4048 :—

Under section 3 of the Opium Act I of 1878, * Opium ” includes all preparations
end admixtures of opium and intoxicating drugs prepared from the poppy ; under rule
XXXI of the opium rules import of opium is only permitted from Indore, and condi-
tion I of the medical practitioner’s license provides that the holder shall sell no opium
but such as he may purchase from Government or from a licensed importer, vendor or
farmer. Apparently, therefore, the importation of preparations of opium from Europe
and their sale, if imported, are absolutely prohibited.

2. That such importations are largely made is well known and it has not been
the practice hitherto to inferfere with them so long as the preparations in question
arc really for medicinal purposes and only contain a proportion of opium.

3. Recently, however, one or two cases have come to light of the importation of
what is practically pure opium. I submitted one of these cases to the Board in which
Messrs. Spencer & Co., who do not even hold a license, were reported for selling
opium tabloids in my No. 3880, dated 19th July 1897. The Collector of Sea Customs
now informs me that Messrs. Maclure & Co., who do hold a license, have imported a
quantity of seven pounds of what the Chemical Kxaminer declares to be pure opium
vnder the name of ¢ Thebaicium.”

4. The latter certainly appears to be a case for a prosecution, but before entering
upon one I request the Board’s orders as to whether it is its intention to prohibit the
importation of medicinal preparations of opium from Europe altogether, as this appears
to be an unnecessarily harsh restriction, and if not as to how far such import is to be
allowed. \

5. I would also request that the Collector of Sea Customs may be desired to send
en intimation of all importations of opium or its preparations to the Inspector, Madras
Town Circle.

. Kuap--also the following letter from J, N. ATKINSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Sea

Customs, Madras, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abk4ri and
Separate Revenue, dated 30th July 1897, No. 5374-G. :—

Adverting to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3053, dated 20th July 1897, I have
the honour to state that tabloids are generally imported by chemists such as Messrs,
W. E. Smith & Co., Savege & Co., Mr. Maclure, and occasionally by others like
Messrs. Spencer & Co., in very small quantitics; it is impossible to say what quantity
of opium tabloids has becn imported because tabloids and medicinal lozenges, being
composed of several ingredients besides the drug intended to be exhibited, are usually
included under the head of medicines, other sorts, in the bills of entry. There are
many medicinal preparations, such as PulY: cretee arom opio, Ipecac comp, Opii
comp. IKino Comp., &ec., which contain opium and which are classified and charged
with duty at 5 per cent. ad valorem as Medicines, other sorts,

2. The bottle of tabloids is rcturned,
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Reap—the following letter from Messrs. SPENCER & Co., Limited, to the Assistant
Seeretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 30th October i897 1=

Tn compliance with your letter, No. 5658 of 26th instant, we have the pleasure
to roturn herewith the cash bill forwarded to us with Board’s Proceedings, Sub-
No. 5353 of 9th October 1897.

Resorurion—No. 504, dated 23rd November 1897.

The foregoing papers relate to the import of opium and intoxicating drugs for ¢

medicinal purposes from places other than Indore.

9. Under section 3 of the Opium Act I of 1878, ¢ opium ” includes also poppy
heads, preparations or admixtures of opium, and intoxicating drugs prepared from the
poppy, and under section 4 the importation of opium is prohibited except in so far as
it is permitted by the Act or by the rules framed thereunder. In rule I of the
rules framed by Government and printed with G.O., No. 562, dated 26th October
1896, “opium” is distinguished from ‘¢ intoxicating drugs,” the former being
defined to mean ¢ the inspissated jvice of the poppy” and the latter to include
¢ Madak and Chandu, and every preparation and admixture thereof, and kafa, and all
other intoxicating or narcotic preparations of opium and jof the poppy,” but not
«“ poppy-heads” which are distinguished from both *opium’ and *intoxicating
drugs ” and are defined to be ¢ the dry capsules of the poppy plant.”  Rules XIV to
XIX which relate to import provide for the import of opium and poppy-heads only,
but no mention whatever is made of ‘“intoxicating drugs.”
Act and the rules that opium can be imported by private persons under the conditions
prescribed from Indore only and that intoxicating drugs cannot be legally imported
either from Indore or any other place. From rule II, which allows manufucture, and
from the other rules relating to transport, sale, &c., the intention of the rules appears
to be that all intoxicating drugs required should be manufactured locally. ‘

3. As a matter of fact, however, some Chemists and Druggists of Madras and
others who do not even hold the special license issucd to medical practitioners vnder
rule V, have for years been importing pure opium and preparations thereof under a
variety of names., It will also be observed from section 6 (1) () of the Indian Tarift
Act VIIT of 1894 and Schedule III of the Amending Act I1I of 1896 that a speciul
rate of duty has been prescribed for imports of pure opium, but, as pointed out by
the Government of India 1n its Jetter communicated in G.O., Mis. No. 3137, Revenue
dated 9th August 1394, this “does not authorize the import of opium but mercl;z
authorizes the levy o_f customs duty upon opium when lawfully imported.” In the
absence of any provision in the Opium Act corresponding to section 71 of the Madras
Abkdri Act regarding medicated articles, the foregoing preparations, though exclu-

sively used for medicinal purposes, fall under the definition of opium ” or ¢ in-

toxicating drugs,” a8 the case may be, and as such it does not appear that they can be .
lawfully imported, under any circumstances, as esplained in the preceding paragraph. ot

The Board is of opinion that this contradiction between the. opium and customs laws
‘ought to be removed as th'e prohibition serves mno useful purpose and would, if
enforced, cause very serious inconvenience to the public as well as injury to the trade
of the Chemists and Druggists in this Presidency. Many Chemists, in order to be sure
of the purity of their medicines, prefor to manufacture their own tinctures and, as
pointed out by Mr. R. Maclure, according to the British Pharmacopeea, “ opium when

used for officially recognized purposes must be that obtained in Asia Minor.” It

further appears that the impertation of such preparations is allowed in Bengal and
Bombay, and the Doard therefore begs to submit the draft of a notification amending
_rules XIV and XIX of the opium rules, so as to legalize these imports in this
Presidency whether on Government or private account. Condition I of license Form
No. IT appended to the rules, under which the licensee cannot at present sell any
opium or intoxicating drugs except such as have been purchased from Government or

from a licensed importer or vendor or farmer, has also been amplified, and the Board:

et . & 4t e

1t is also clear from the
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 allowed to excecd one rupee per two tolas (vide footnote to condition No. 26 of the

)
i’ ~ (True Copy.
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DBoaRD OF RRVENUE (SEPARATE REVENUE),

requests that Government will be pleased to have the notification published in the
Fort St. George (Gazette, after obtaining the sanction of the Government of India to

the amendment of the rules with reference to section d of the Opiam Act.

under reference, Collectors of Maritime districts will be

4, In taxing the imports .
instructed to adopt the rates charged in Caleutta and Bombay under the Tariff Acts,

as extracted below. The Collector of Madras will invariably report in future to the -

Inspector, Madras Town Circle, and the Collectors of other Marit.ime districts to.the
Assistant Commissioners concerned, the quantities of the several kinds of preparations’
imported, the duty levied thercon, and the names of the importers : —

i (1) Rupees 21 per scer of 80 tolas on preparations of pure opium such as ¢ Gum

Opii,” « Pulvis Opii,” * Extract Opii,” ¢ Opii Ture,” ¢Opii Persian,” &ec., under
article 2 of schedule 11T of the Tariff Act;

(2) Rupees 6 per imperial gallon London proof on preparations of opium such
as “ Tincture Opii” (Laudanum), * Linimentum Opii,” ¢ Vinum Opii,” ¢ Extractum
Opii Liquidum,” &c., containing 20 per cent. or more of proof-spirit under article 1,
Schedule ITI, and at 5 per cent. ad valorem on those containing less than 20 per cent.
of proof-spirit also under article 1, Schedule ITI; and‘

3) Five per cent. ad valorem on all preparations such as « Confectio Opiy,”
« Emplastums opii,” ¢ Pilula Opii,” ¢ Opii Pule Compositum,” &c., containing no
spirit and classified under other sorts of medicines under article 11, schedule IV.

5. The Deputy Commissioner, Central Division, is informed that it is mnot
necossary to prosecute either Messrs. Spencer & Co. or Mr. Maclure. Ile 13
requested to warn the former firm to take out a special license under rule VI of the
-Opium rules. The importation of these preparations will be allowed in anticipation
of the sanction of the Government of India to the alterations in the rules suggested
above. The questicn of allowing Mr. Maclure to hold in stock a larger quantity of
rectified spirits than ten gallons at a time for sale under the foreign diquor license

issued to him will be separately disposed of.
6. The selling price of opium in shops in the ordinary tracts of Ganjim is not

Board’s notice of the sale of the exclusive privileges of vending opium and intoxi-
cating drugs, No. 5, dated 5th February 1397). In paragraph & of his letter, Dis.
No. 1101-Eng., dated 22nd June 1897, the Collector recommended that a minimum
price of one rupee per two and-a-half tolas might also be prescribed as in the adjoining
district of Vizagapatam. The Board approves of the Collector’s recommendation and
requests that Government will be pleased to sanction its adoption with effect from the
1st April next under rule XXX of the Opium rules.

»

-

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) = N. S. BRODIE,

Secretary.
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"Ag. Assistant Secrdtary.

To the Scerctary to Government, Revenue Department, .~
with a draft notification. . .
Deputy Commissioner, Central Division. ‘
Collector of Sea Customs, Madras.
Collectors of other Maritime Districts.
Copy to the Deputy Commissioners, Southern
~ and Northern Divielons.

- to all Assistant Commissioners. S
to the Inspector, Madras Town Circle, (with 1 P.1. returned).
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I

NOTIFICATION.

§

i ) .
j o In exercise of the powers conferred by section 5 of the Opium Aet, I of 1878, and with the
S previous sauction of the Governor-General in Council, the Governor of Fort S, George in
» Council is pleased to make the following changes in the Opium Rules now in force and published
on pages 1431 to 1444 of the Fort St. George Gasette; dated 24th November 1896, Part [ ;—

i L. For Rule X1V, substitute the following - -

% The import of opium, intoxicating drués and poppy heads on account of Governe
ment is permitted.”

T L o, o 1L The following should b inserted a8 Rule XIX-A:— . . oo

e e T ¢ “The import of opium or.of intoxicating drugs used for purposes other than
Lo b - 7° ¢ smoking on private account from places other than Indore is allowed,,in the
case of imports by sea, on payment of duty under the Tariff Act at the port

of importation and in the case of other imports under the special orders of the
. Board to be obtained in each case.”

III. The following should be substituted for condition I of the special license to Medical
Practitioner under Rule V of the Opium Rules :—

“That he shall sell no opium, intoxicating drugs used for purposes other than
smoking, or poppy heads, but such as he may import under Rule XIX-A, or
L i may purchase from Government or from an importer duly licensed under

Rule XV1 or empowered under Rule XIX-A or from a vendor or a farmer
under Rule XXVI of the Opium Rules.” - .

4 |4
- -

¥zd. P, Scetharam.
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. NOTIFICATION. 1878 - ,
In exercise of the powerg conferred by section 5 of the Opium Act.!/I of l§]§‘"and'wiﬂ1 the 7 1
. previous sanction of the Governor-Genersl in Council, he Governor*'of Fort “St. George in !
| : / Council is pleased to make the following ehanges4a the Opium Rules now in-foree and published
[@ et eV or pages 1431 to 1444 of the Fort 8t. George Gazette, dated 24th N ovethber 1896, Part I :— :
Vo dadsern oA . . . . PR #1 e o
! ) e /. I. For Rule XIV, substitute the following : — . ANky Sl Lo o]
. i A A - . “The import of opium, intosicating drugs and poppy heads on account of Govern- .,
G, : J I P ‘ o ment is permitted.” Lo :
( . : b4 ; oo . ) N pade Sttt P Z . '
: : Ak Aotipeatin 2 IL The following shonld T inserted asRale KIK-Asm—  Firsncedyi
‘ . . | SIS L5S duded Hie 74 The importsof opium or of intoxicating drugs used for purposes other than I
’ ‘ 12 i, Saliry 780¢ smoking ion private account from places other than Indore is sHowed,, in the - fer
” ‘ case of 1mports. by sea, on payment of duty under the Lariff Act at the port .
- ) t (&) —of im({)ortation and.in the case of other imports under the special orders of the e
Board to be obtained in each case.” ’ ’ . .
. e j[II[fh?Elbi\}ﬁ% should be _sqbgtitutqg.?ér condition T of the special license to:Medical ;
) = e 7/iz, 41l vy:  Practitioner under Rule V of the Opium Rulesi—  /neuwet,, -
, B : T " .“That he shall sell no opium, intoxicating drugs used for purposes other than
I g o smoking, or poppy heads, but such as he may import under Rule XIX-A, or
&G ] may purchase from Government or from an importer duly licenséd under
oL 1. EF Rule XV1 or empowered under Rule XIX-A or from a vendor .or a farmer”
- ‘ : i under Rule XXV of the Opium Kules,” et
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(True Copies and Extliéct.)
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NOTIFICATION.

Tn exercise of the power conferred by section 5 of the Op
with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in Counci
George in Council is pleased to make the following amendments an
published with notification No. 556, dated the 96th October 1896, at pages
Fort St. Georye (azette, dated 94th November 1896, Part I, namely :—

le shall be substituted, namely :—

1. For Rule XIV, the following Tu
and poppy heads on account of Govern-

¢ The import of opium, intoxicating
ment is permitted.”

9. After Rule XTX the following rule shal
t on private accoun

XIXA “The impor
purposes other than smoking from p
the case of imports by sea, on paymen
of importation and () in the case of ot
the Board to be obtained in each case.”

dical Practitioner un

tam Act, 1878 (I of 1878), and
1, the Governor of Fort St.
d additions to the rules
1431 to 1444 of the

drugs

1 be inserted, namely :—
t of opium oT intoxicating drugs nsed for
laces other than Indore is permitted (a)in
t of duty under the Tariff Act at the porb
her imports, under the special orders of

der Rule V of the

3. For condition I of the special license to Me
Opiam Rules, the following shall be gubstituted, namely :—
« That he shall sell no opinm, intosicating drugs ased for purposes other than

smoking, or poppy heads, but such as he may import under Rule XIX-A, or may

purchase from Government or from an importer duly licensed under Rule XVI

or empowered under Rule XIX-A or from a vendor or @ farmer under Kule

XX VI of the Opium Rules.”
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Rules under the Opium Act, 1878,

Approving the amendments of the — proposed by the Board of Revenue ; sanctioning its
recommendation that the minimun price at which opium shonld be sold in shops in the o dinar
tracts of the Ganjém district be tixed at KRe. 1 for 2§ tolas; and orderitg tu address the
Goverument of India on the subject.
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meet my requirements and urgent cholera and hospital indents are kept waiting
whereas if I were allowed to stock a larger quantity, they could be attended to axfd’
despatched at once. I should also be obliged by your letting me know if I can be
allowed to import opium I would point ont that the British Pharmacopoeia orders
‘““opium when used for officially recognised purposes must be that obtained from
Asia Minor.” I would further point out that while there seems to be g diﬁiculty as
to the importation of opium in the form of gum, no restriction is placed on “the
unportation of it in the form of tincture, and thus hundreds of pounds are imported
annually free of all opium duty from Germany and other Europe countries, Tt would
.be easier and much cheaper for me to im port my tincture of opium, but I prefer to-

~manufacture and standerdise my tinctures in my own laboratory.
-

(&)

)y
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue {Separate Revenue),
No. 504, dated 23rd November 1897 :— .

Read—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), -
Mis. No. 3053, dated 20th July 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from R. M. THURI, EY, Esq., Inspector of Salt, Abkdri
and Customs Department, Madras Town Circle, to the Deputy Commissioner #
of Salt, Abkéri and Customs Department, Central Division, dated 19th July &
1897, No. 1505 :— :

In submitting herewith an occurrence report received from Acting Assistant
Inspector Mr. Borobank reporting the sale without a license by Messrs. Spencer & Co.
of opium in the shape of tabloids, I have the honour to state that, as the sale of such
. opium is contrary to sections 4 and 9 of the Opium Act, Messrs. Spencer & Co. are
liable to be prosecuted. Before launching a charge against them, however, I would
beg to take your orders. The firm have not the excuse of even being Chemistsand o
their sale of compressed opium is therefore illegal. A small phial of opium tabloids:
purchased from them is forwarded for inspection with their eash bill.

Reed—the following letter from N. 8. BRODIE, Esq., 1.C.S, Acting Seeretz;ry

to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkédri and Separate Revenue, Madras, to

the Commissioner of Customs, Sult, Opium and Abkéri, Bombay, .
ﬂESecretury tu the Boara of Reveuue, Lower Proviuces, Bengal, dated 11th AugHSt 1897) MIS.

No. 3456. ‘
I am desired to request that you will be gnod enough to let me know at an ear] \;Cj,\

: 1 i . . . s
date if the import of laudanum and other preparations of oplum into the _M
Romhay Presidency . . . . .
Lower Drovinees of Bengal 18 Permitted and if so what duty is charged on such 1mports.

. m—" a———

Read—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue)
' Mis. No. 4074, dated 14th September 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from Sir JAMES MACNABB CAMPBELL, R.C.IE., I.C.S.;I-
Acting Commissioner of Customs, Sult, Opium and Abkdri, Bombay, to the

Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkéri and Se arate Revenue, Mud
dated 7th September 1897, No. 4225 :— P » Madras,

Endorsement by C, G. TODHUN TER, Isq., Acting Deputy Commissioner of Salt,
- Abkiri and Customs Department, dated 19th July 1597, 8. No. 3380.

Submitted to the Board for favour of orders.

2. Tt is observed that this opium is sold openly and has been sent out by a well
known English firm. It is suggested that the Collector of Sea Customs may be asked ‘
how much of it has been imported and by whom, )

With reference to your letter, Mis. No. 3456, dated 11th ultimo, I have x the
honour to state that the importation into Bombay of preparations of opium for medical
purposes 13 allowed on payment of the following duties under the Tariff Act :—

(1) Preparations of pure opium, such as Gum Opij Pulvis Opii, and Ext
. 4 Opii, Rs. 24 per seer of 80 tolas under l(TO. 2 of schedule III} , P Firack
Resolution—Mis. No. 3053, dated 20th J uly 1897, (2) Preparations of opium such as Tincture Opii ( Laudanum), containing 20 per

1
|
i ' iri ~imper. . .
Referred to the Collector of Sea Cust oms, Madras, for report as to what quantitics | ﬂ cent. of London proof spirit and upwards, Rs. 6 per imperial gallon ; and those contain.

. ing 1 t 0 s
have }?een Imported and by whom. lgﬁedislz I}lfn 20 per eentv of such "puity 5 per cent. ad valorem ;under No, 1 of

|
B
1 -
\
i

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) EDMUND MILLETT, O
" Assistant Secretary.

e (3) Other preparations of opium, 5 per cent. ad valorem u'nder all other sorts of
medicines under No. 11 of schedule IV,

To the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

(with one sealed bottle of opium to be returned.) | : Resolution—Mis. No, 4074, dated 14th September 1897, : ¢
. — ][ Recorded pending receipt of reply from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,‘
Read—the following letter from R MACLURE, Esq, to the Secrctary to the ) Lower Provinces, Bengal, ' |

Commissioner of Salt, Abk4ri and Scparate Revenue, dated Madras, 17th
July 1897 :— )

I have the honour to request that I be granted permission or a license to hold in
stock a larger quantity of opium and rectified spirit than I find my licenses permit,
I find as my manufacturing department increases the quantities® are not sufficient to

(True Copy and Extract;)

| | . ~ (Signed)  EDMUND MILLETT,
R Assistant Scceretary,
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Read—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue
o Sub. No. 5353, dated 9th October 1897 :— (Separate Revenuo),

Read—the followi‘nglletter from E. N.’BAKER, Esq., C.S., Collector of ,C{lgtomq
Calcutta, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces dated
6th September 1697, No. 694:— : : » e

In reply to your No 388-B, dated the 2nd 1instant, ‘requesting to be informed
of the practice followed by this office in levying duty on opium and its preparations, I
have the honour to state that pure opium, described as ¢ Opii Ture” Opii Persian
and ¢ Opii Extractum,” is assessed to duty at Rs. 24 per seer of 80 tolas, under

schedule 3, article 2, of the import tariff. - C

- Itis imported in small quantities of from } ounce to 3 Ib., with consignments of ¢
drugs and medicines, by dispensaries, tea gardens and vpcountry and 1oca'f wholesale
dealers both European and native. - ‘ : : , , ‘
‘ 2. Spirituous preparations such as ¢ Tinctura Opii” which is identical with
laudanum, * Linimentum Opii,” Extractum Opii Liquidum * Vinum Opii ”” and others
, which contain 20 per cent., or more of proof spirit are charged at Rs. 6 Imperial
London proof gallon, under schedule 3, article 1 of the import tariff, and those cen-
taining less than 20 per cent. of proof spirit (which are chiefly patent and proprictary
medicines) at 5 per cent., ad valorcm, also under schedule 3, article 1. ] '
- -3, Solid and dry preparations such as ¢ Confectio Opii,” ¢ Emplastums Opii,”
- ¢ Pilula Opii,” “ Opii Puls : Compositum,” and a variety of others which are mixtures
oftgl)liumlwith other ingredients, are taxed at & per cent. ad valorem under schedule i,
.article 11, . - . “ '

b

Endorsement by IL LUSON, Esq., Oﬂiciating Secretary to the Board of Re?enim,
Lower I:rovi'n‘ces,'Bengal, dated Calcutta, 15th September 1897, No. 1633-B.
... Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkéri and Sepurdte
" Revenue, Madras, with reference to his letter, No. 8456, dated 11th August 1897, for

ihformation, P S

"

Resolution—Sub. No. 5353,[dated 9th October 1897. -

[ o ' f . ,

. Messrs. Spencer & Co. are requested to be good enough to report what the

 price at which the opium tabloids mentioned in the enclosed cash bill are sold comes to

per tola. They are also requested to intorm the Board of the price at which they
are sold wholesale in England. ; ,

(True Copy and Extract.)

~ (Sigoed) ~ EDMUND MILLETT,
Assistant Secretary. (;

“*

- To Meesrs Syencer & Co. (with aeashbill .. . , : N
L ST T e to be returned).’ - Ve ‘ ‘

i Sttt—

- Ifezaé—— agdin[the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue),

R ' Bub. No. 56568, dated 26th October 1897 —

" Read—the foHowing letter from Messts. SPENCER, & Co., to the Assistant Secretary,
“Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), dated Madras, 18th October 1897 :—"

" Inreply to youf letter No. 5353 of 9th instant, we beg to apprise you that each
" pottle contains 100 tabloids or 3 tola of opium, The wholesale price in Fnglund is
15s per dozen bottles. v ‘ ' .,

No. 99, Revenve, 18t Fesruary 1898. 5

Resolution—Sub. No. 5658, dated 26th October 1897,

Messrs. Spencer & Co. are requested to return the cash bill forwarded to them
with Board’s Proceedings, Sub. No. 5393, dated 9th October 1897.

(True Extract.) S

(Signed) ~EDMUND ' “LETT,

Asc. f Secretary.
To Messrs. Spencer & Co. ‘ P }

——————

Read—also the following letter from C. G. TODIIUNTER, Esq., ICSl /Acting Deputy
Commissioner of Salt, Abkéri and Customs Department, Ce' ral Division, to
the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkdri and §, Jarate Revenue,

dated 26th July 1897, No. 4048 :— L

Under section 8 of the Opium Act I of 1878, ¢ Opium ” includes all preparations
end admixtures of opium and intoxicating drugs prepared from the poppy ; under rule
XXXI of the opium rules import of opium is only permitted from Indore, and condi-
tion I of the medical practitioner’s license provides that the holder shall sell no opium
but such as he may purchase from Government or from a licensed importer, vendor or
farmer. Apparcntly, therefore, the importation of preparatious of opium from Europe
and their sale, if imported, are absolutely prohibited.

9. That such importations are largely made is well known and it has not been
the practice hitherto to interfere with them so long as the preparations in question
are really for medicinal purposes and only contain a proportion of opium.

3. Recently, however, one or two cases have come to light of the importation of
what is practically pure opium. I submitted one of these cases to the Board in which
Messrs. Spencer & Co., who do not even hold a license, were reported for selling
opium tabloids in my No. 3880, dated 19th July 1897. The Collector of Sea Customs
pow informs me that Messrs, Maclure & Co., who do hold a license, have imported a
quantity of seven pounds of what the Chemical Examiner declares to be pure opium
under the name of “Thebaicium.”

4. The latter ccrtainly appears to be a case fora prosecution, but before entering
upon one I request the Board’s orders as to whether it is its intention to prohibit the
importation of medicinal preparations of opium from Europe altogether, as this appears
to be an unnecessarily harsh restriction, and if not as to how far such import is to be
allowed.’ : \ : o

5. T would also request that the Collector of Sea Customs may be desired to send
o intimation of all importations of opium or its preparatious to the Inspector, Madras
Town Circle.

o « —

O Read—also the following letter from J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Sea
Customs, Madras, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt, Abkdri and
Separate Revenue, dated 30th July 1897, No. 5374-G. :—

Adverting to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 8053, dated 20th July 1897, I have
the honour to state that tabloids are generally imported by chemists such as Messrs.
W. E. Smith & Co., Savege & Co., Mr. Maclure, and occasionally by others like
Messrs. Spencer & Co., in very small quantities; it is impossible to say what quantity
of opium tabloids has been imported because tabloids-and medicinal lozenges, being
composed of several ingredients besides the drug intended to be exhibited, are usually
included under the head of medicines, other sorts, in the bills of entry. There are
many medicinal preparations, such as Puly: eretee arom opio, Ipecac comp, Opii
comp. Kino Comp., &¢., which contain opium and which are classified and charged
with duty at 5 per cent. ad valorem as Medicines, other sorts.

9. The bottle of tabloids is returned.
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Read—the follﬂwing letter from Messrs, SPENCER & Co., Limited, to the Assistant
‘ Secretary to the‘Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 30th October 1897 :—

. In compliance with your letter, No. 5658 of 26th instant, we have the pleasure
to return herewith the cash bill forwarded to us with Board’s Proceedings, Sub-
"No. 5353 of 9th October 1897. . 7

 Resolution—No, 504, dated 23rd November 1897.

The foregoing papers relate to the import of opium and intoiicating drugs for
medicinal purposes from places other than Indore. B :

2. Under section 3 of the Opium Act I of 1878, ¢ opium includes also popp\;

heads, preparations or admixtures of opium, and intoxicating drugs prepared from the
poppy, 2od under section 4 the importation of opium is, prohibited except in ro far as
it is. permitted .by the Act or by the rules framed thereunder. In rule I of the
rules framed by Government and printed with G.0O., No. 562, dated 26th October
1898, “opium” is distinguished from ‘¢intoxicating drugs,” the former being
defined to mean ¢ the inspissated juice of the poppy” and the latter to include
¢ Madak and Chandu, and every preparation and admixture thereof, and kafa, and all
other intoxicating or narcotic preparations of opium and of the poppy,” but not
¢ poppy-heads’ which are distinguished from both ¢ opium” and ¢ intoxicating
drugs  and are defined to be ¢ the dry capsules of the poppy plant.” Rules XIV to
XIX which relate to import provide for the import of opium and poppy-heads only
but no mention whatever is made of ‘‘intoxicating drugs.” 1t is also clear from thé
Act and the rules that opium can be imported by private persops underthe conditiong
prescribed from Indore only and that intoxicating drugs camnot be legally imported
either from Indore or any other place. From rule 1T, which allows manufucture, and
from the other rules relating to transport, sale, &e., the intention of the rules apf)ears
to be that all intoxicating drugs required should be manufactured locally. ,

3. As a matter of fact, however, some Chemists and Druggists of Madras and
others who do not even hold the special license issued to medical practitioners vnder.
rule V, have for years been importing pure opium and preparations thereof under a
variety of names. It will also be observed from section 6 (1) (a) of the Indian Tarift
Act VIII of 1894 and Schedule 111 of the Amending Act I1I of 1896 that a special
rate of duty has been prescribed for imports of pure opium, but, as pointed out by
the Government of India in its Jetter communicated in G.0., Mis. No. 3137, Revenue
dated 9th August 1394, this * does not authorize the import of opium but merely;
authorizes the levy of customs duty upon opium when lawfully imported.” In the
absence of any provision in the Opium Act corresponding to section 71 of the Madras
Abkdri Act regarding medicated articles, the foregoing preparations, though exclu-
sively used for medicinal purposes,-fall under the definition of * opium 3 op ¢ in-
toxicating drugs,” as the case may be, and as such it does not appear that they can be
lawfully imported, under any circumstances, as explained in the preceding paragraph.
The Board is of opinion that this contradiction between the opium and customs laws
ought to be removed as the prohibition serves no useful purpose and would,  if
enforced, cause very serious inconvenience to the public as well as injury to the tr’ade
of the Chemists and Druggists in this Presidency. Many Chemists, in order to be sure
of the purity of their medicines, prefer to manufacture their own tinctures and, as
pointed out by!Mr. R. Maclure, aceording{to the British Pharmacopeia, * opium when
used for officially recognized purposes must be that obtained in Asia Minor.” It
further appears that the impertation of such preparations is allowed in Bengal and
Bombay, and the Board therefore begs to submit the draft of a notification amending
rules XIV and XIX of the opium rules, so as to legalize these imports in thi:
Presidency whether on Government or private account. Condition I of license Form'
No. IT appended to the rules, under which the licensee cannot at present sell any’
opium or intoxicating drugs except such as have been purchased from Government or
from a licensed importer or vendor or farmer, has also been amplified, and the Board
requests that Government will be pleased to have the notification published in the
Fort St. George Gazelte, after obtaining the sanction of the Government of India to
the umcndment of the rules with reference to section 6 of the Opium- Act.
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4. In taxing the imports under reference, Collectors of Maritime districts will be
instructed to adopt the rates charged in Calcutta and Bombay under the Tariff Acts,
as extracted below. The Collector of Madras will invariably report in future to the
Jnspector, Madras Town Circle, and the Collectors of other Maritime districts to the
Assistant Commissioners concerned, the quantities of the several kinds of preparations
imported, the duty levied thereon, and the names of the importers : — B

(1) Rupees 24 per seer of 80 tolas on preparations of pure opium such as “ Gum
Opii,” “ Pulvis Opii,” “ Extract Opii,” “Opit Ture,” “Upii Persian,” &c., under
article 2 of schedule 11T of the Tariff Act; o

(2) Rupees 6 per imperial gallon London proof on preparations of opium such
as * Tincture Opii” (Laudanum), * Linimentum Opii,” ¢ Vinum Opii,” “ Extractum
Opii Liquidum,” &e., contuining 20 per cent. or more of proof-spirit under article 1,
Schedule 111, and at 5 per cent. ad valorem on those containing less than 20 per cent.
of proof-spirit also under article 1, Schedule III; and L )

(3) Five per cent. ad valorem on all preparations such as “Confectio Opii,”
« Emplastams opii,” ¢ Pilula Opii,” “ Opii Pule Compositum,” &e., containing no
spirit and classified under other sorts of medicines under article 11, schedule 1V,

5. The Deputy Commissioner, Central Division, is informed that it.is not
pecessary to prosecute either Messrs. Spencer & Co. or Mr. Maclure. He ig
requested to warn the former firm to take out a special license under rule VI of the
Opium rules. The importation of these preparations will be allowed in anticipation
of the sanction of the Government of India to the alterations in the rules suggested
above. The question of allowing Mr. Maclure to hold in stock.a larger quantity of
rectified spirits than ten gallons at a time for sale under the foreign liquor license

issued to him will be separately disposed of.

6. The selling price of opium in shops in the ordinary tracts of Ganjdm is not
allowed to exceed one rupee per two tolas (vide footnote to condition No. 26 of the
Joard’s notice of the sale of the exclusive privileges of vending opium and intoxi-
cating drugs, No. 5, dated 5th Febrnary 1897). In paragraph § of his letter, Dis.
No. 1101-Eng., dated 22nd June 1897, the Collector recommended that a minimum
price of one rupee per two and-a-half tolas might also .2 prescribed as in the adjoining
district of Vizagapatam. The Boaid approves of the Collector’s recommendation and
requests that Government will be pleased to sanction its adoption with effect from the-

1st April next under rule XXX of the Opium rules. ‘
- (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  N. 8. BRODIE,
. ‘ Secretary, ‘.

e

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

: ‘ with a draft notification,
Deputy Commissioner, Central Division. ‘ o
Collector of Sea Customs, Madras. » : ;
Collectors of other Maritime Districts. r

Copy to the Deputy Commissioners, Southern
. and Northern Divisions.

to all Assistant Commissioners. ‘ .
to the luspector, Madras Town Circle (with 1 P.1., returned).

»”
”
»

N

9
1 1]

——

NOTIFICATION.

Tn exercise of the powet conferred by seétivn 5 of the Opium Act, 1878 (I of 1878), and
with the previous sanction of the Governor-Geoeral in Council, the Governor of Fort st.
George in Council is pleased to make the following amendments and edditions to the rules
published with notification No. 836, dated the 26th Uctober 1896, at pages 1431 to 1444 of the
Fort St. George Gazette, dated 24th Novewber 1806, Part I, namely :— C ‘

1. For Rule X1V, the following rule shall be substitated:— .

“ The itﬁport of opium, intoxicating drugs and pdppy Leads on account of Govern;
ment is permitted.” : ) ,



e

A,
v

8 No. 99, REVENUE, 18ta Frsruary 1893,

9. After Rule XIX the following rule shall be inserted, namely :—

XIXA “The import on private account of opium or intoxicating drugs used for
purposes other than smoking from places other thau Indore is permitted (a) in
the case of imports by sea, on payment of duty nnder the P'ariff Act at the pors
of importation and (b) in the case of other imports, under the special orders of
the Board to be obtained in each case.”

3. For condition I of the special license to Medical Practitioner under Rule V of the
Opiam Rales, the following shall be substituted :—

intoxicating drugs wsed for purpeses other than

o « That he shall sell no opium,
W FY " smoking, or poppy heads, but such as he may import under Rule XIX-A, or may
Q,L \ purchase from Government or from an importer duly licensed under Rule XV1
ﬁ"w or empowered under Rule XIX-A or froma vendor or a farwer under Kule
ﬁg@" XXVI of the Opium Kules.”

OzpErR—No. 99, Revenue, dated 18th February 1898.

The amendments of the rules under
the Opium Aet, 1878, proposed by the
Board of Revemue in 1its Proceedings
read above are approved. The Government also sanctions its recommendation that the
minimum price at which opium should be sold in shops in the ordinary tracts of the
Ganjém distriet be fixed at Re. 1 for 2} tolas.

2. Ordered that the following letter be despatched to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G.S. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

Separate Revenue, No. 11.

To the Board of Revenue (Separato Revenue).

Exd, Shaik Earim.

20 Copies,

1898,

FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT

From
<
i The Government of Fort St. George
o Q' i
Llecd.
Enclosures
1898.
Begd,
g Spare copies
Letter, No. 100, 18th February 1898
FEBRUARY.
v *'
{
1"‘1
0 -
« !

Sorterrivg the a
) ( pproval of th j
&zde:ozlge Opium Act, 1878, sancgo?lg(‘;e?
. -8.R., dated 22nd September 1896

ment of India to certain am
y the Government of Indiam iin%?nﬁe;{e:’};e]
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REVENUEL DEPARTMENT.

Tue HoN’sLE Mr. G. S, FORBES, 1.C.8,,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Tue SECRETARY 10 1HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
Fivance anp CoMMERCE DEparTMENT,

« Dated Fort ¢ George, 18th Fbruary 1893,
81r,

Under section 5 of the Opium Aect, 1878, I am directed to solicit the approval
of the Government of India to the follow-
ing amendments of the rules under the
Act sanctioned by that Government in
Mr. Meyer’s letter, No, 4045-8.R,, dated
22nd September 1896 :

(i) Rule XIV makes no reference to the importation of « intoxicating drugs,”

Separate Revenue, No. 12. ,

"which, though included in the definition of ¢ opium » by section 3 of the Act, are

distinguished in Rule I from both ¢ opium ” and « Poppy-heads.” It is therefore
proposed to amplify the rule so as to permit the import of intoxicating drugs on

account of Government,

(i) It has been brought to the notice of Government that opium and its pre-
parations have been imported for medicinal purposes from places other than Indore,
though such importations are at present illegal under Rules X1V to XIX. The Board
.of Revenue recommends (vide its Proceedings, No. 504, dated 23rd November 1897,
a copy of which is forwarded herewith) that the existing practice should be allowed

to continue in this Presidency as it appears to be in Bengal and Bombay, in order to

avoid serious inconvenience' to the public and injury to the trade of chemists and
druggists. His Excellency the Governor in Council accepts this recommendation and

¢, appended to the rules, : .

2. T am to forward a draft notification embodying the amendments and addition

¥ referred to in the preceding paragraph,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) G. S. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

Ezxd. Shaik Karim,

20 Copies.
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