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wa Note. -

Ree?
The Minute of the Ionourable

Mr. CGrose, ' \

S

“"As to %khe Codifying our

“

Land Pevenue Code or a part of it "

e L L ok A mma 3

When the Minu%e with
the remarks of the Yon: Mr. Bliss

thereon, was circulated to his Fx~

L4
e e e e el AN b . ta.

~cellency (Lord Wenlock) the then B ﬂ
Private Secretary (Mae Cartie) askel -
for the following paspgri— — .
(I) the rptes rghorded by
Sir-flenry Stokes on the subject in };
1892-95, and . y
« (2) the papers of 1855 referred k!

to in the Minute. > o ° |
2, In regard to(I) the f
Private Secretary wrbte aé folloﬁs:—

" Stokes had a great deal "to say —-—

about codification of Land Tevenue

Law in I892 - 93. I think His Ix-

-~cellency the Governor should see

a1l the notes of Honouable Mexmbers |
- recorded at £he time .

o . After a long sé}@qh
only two papers have been found in w |
. . \

the subhject -Vide Notes with the |

< which Sir lenry Stokes has noted, on

originalg of G.Of. 58/7-I-92 Pev:d fa fole

['rm%né«»inf SN Gallrir 2 0. L S Cain AL L5593
These notes are extracted at

5-6 infra sar. the occassions for-

recording them are also briefly ex-

_~plained therein.
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not quite answer to the I'rivato Sec-
chetary’s remark that "Stokes had a-gy
great deal to say™ but 1t s the im-
-pression of the undersicned that Sir
Ienry Stokes"satld" a pgreat deal more
than he wrote on the subject, Tﬁo un-
dersigned recollects having heard 2%m
the then Nevenue Secretary Nr, Cal—’
-ton that the subject was discussod

in council on more than one occassion
that Lord WVenlock and Mr. Garstin des
-3ired that Sir llenry Stolies should
undertakes the codification work:

that failing him’they wished to put

ea Mr, Galton:%o do the work ; but that
finndly it was decided that the matter
should lie over .

4. Sir lenry’s chief objec-
~tion was that the undertaking was a
éﬁossal on%that an attempt made in

the " Fifties " a-stummarv-aeeewnb-had
to be given up.

5. As to what was done in the "Fifties"
a sumnmary account is given at pages

6to I8 infra.

Ge The notes recorded by

Sir IIenry Stokes arg:ggatei above’

in connection withG.O0s.llo, E8/7-I-92&

RV A

- D papker was 8PFETT ST

. ’:\\Indi.a ¢ exeept perhaps Burma; ig v 3~

—
4

"~ ~ a proper Fevenue Cod

J R

- e - “1‘.',.,-»-'" ’
B R . .

e -

- —

_ e d 7

“G. 0. No. 58 Revenue. dated 7-1-92 e

a—

W

In the Office Note under the - : 1

above G. O. the folldbwing remééks

o

E‘ 5' o - -
was submitted ( pp. 51-52 ). N
"Ayregular IL.and Revenue Code is a ' n J

desidcratum in our Presidency. What 1,

we have. is only a Revenue Fecovery

A e A A

Act . Our entire Survey - Settle- ~eb,
ment procedure and so many other me

{
matters relating to land( Vide the :

jﬁnﬂe of contents in the Mysore VI
(=/ ,
Land Pevenue Code) are governed by " as

m?ie TFxecubive and departmental nde&
orders. If a complete Land Revenue i
Code is to be attempted it will be _1152
work for some months to 'a special o __:

officer. of
The then Secretary(Mr. C. A. -
Galton) remarked tireupon :- - ’ 361
" The drafting of a Land Revenue zpi
Code would be a very big job and
wili piobably have to wait for many

a year." e :

Sir Henrz Stokes femarked

' &
thereon .
’ ' N j
" Tt was tried in the fifties
: n
and found too big a Jjob to complete :
. is \

(Mihald) H, E. Sheker J
in
—_— %
S wt
5?? Again,-when certain proposals re-
4 no
garding the reorganization of the ot
sk i
Board of Pevenue were under consic , ?
' i {
—ationy in 1895 the Hon, Mr, Bliss. |
20

( then First Member of the Boarq;+hgk

Rmmmm)wmmeinaD.O.totm' L

e
ey e g e ]
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Slde

which
/it would bet
aqd

€, that he

b1
n Iny opinlm

be 1o

3

t 1
n PCmOViM
v

ney
the Tebroach )

s el LAV

!

1o will be . een T g -
h s M. Re D. parkeT was appoit
‘“Q@iﬂg\

of lndia (e

in

+ Twen 1ittl
matters are gettled

" gecure basis,
people and the
tration

constantly

¢

of & Code, the

upsets S0
e been broud

hav
. gsettled 1aw of the land » and Goval
\:—ment jsv left absolutely without el
_ remedy. & pevenue Code pust be 0e
passed gome 4a8Ye ye cannob go on fov
e and ©

obsolete
we shall be Ve
we 4o

. not find that,

the want of & pro

yeept perhaps Rurid
per'Eevenue Ccoi

e Ajmere has its Code and

on & gafe
1o the penfrit of the
%%se of the adninis-

in Madrss it -

and

, while here

nappens thet,‘for want

1Iigh Couxrt guddenly
n which we
exr tle

me propositio

ht up o consid

s of the obscur
£ 18023 and
if,when

r on the pasi
Regulations o

Ty £ortunate,

gislation, we 4O

proceed vo 1le
new consti~

undexr the

gouncils what would be gifficult now

impoesible then."

g
kes noted as followe

e desirability of a

will be
Sir Henry ato

v As O th
pevenue Code for Madras there can
be nO two opinions. The idea is no

. A rel

siuddles

. new one ative and & namesakz i
wn, M. ton Stokes’was
!

of my ©
time for !
1

on speoial quty for @ long

reparation of such @ code aboul
forty yoars ago. The undertaking is,

fe 29
however o colossal ©
N

ne and it 1is in

vain to tnink of carrying it out wt
without Speoial Agencye. There 18 no
the task

.
’

qualified foxr

one petter
«perience and {mowledge “than

etary bto
» ‘J.'p:av&”“’hu-h

- 8 .-.44’..

by ©

the present Pevenue gecr
e

« . ¢
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‘Government, but T hardly think that

we should succeed at present in -~

getting sanction for a spocial appoivwl.
-ment for the purpose, and NMr. GalteN

4
cannot be spared."

(Initialled) IH.I. Shekeun

;97- A short account of what happend in i

the "fifties" is subjoined.-
By G. O. dated 20" June 1886, lr.
uddleston Stokegywas placed on speo&J/ ()
duty for thé revision of the Law
s relating to recovery of revenue and
Trent.
By a subsequent order the siee
special duty was extended to the pre
~ paration of an entire new Codc o
embracing all subjects connected with
‘*the occupancy and assessment of .
land , the collection of rent and

revenue and the different branches

of our fiscal administration.

The Special Officer’s duty vias S

laid down as follows:-
ITis first business will be to

ascertain the existing law; next to

decide whét points of it are obsolew

what contradictory or what objectione
. —able or inconvenient; und then to ¢

determine the general scopc of a

conprehensive enactment which should
3

repeal all existing Regulations and

Acts on the subject and should =-

{

5' contain the whole body of TLaw upon .

it."

#
e

.

et e 1t the gama +4ma 3 e A owd

~rie

K . __ed T)PDJ.‘L e ULy r‘Jld-e_, v

LA

ot gy will PO
v - . De. 'Pa,‘rker . . \
(et T erintendire

sup
ne auty of ith ‘bl.A

T ——

new Acts he should submit fbgwthe
consideration of the Govgrnor in --
Council. a summary of his views as +o

lthe purport and scope on all material

points.

,éz is first report( a preliminary
and general one) was submitted under

. date 20" September 1855 and will be

-
P

Tound printed atatep~§&rae¥aph 1-8
the Volume marked A put up. That

report gives a general ﬁiew of the
3 Revenue Law of the Presidency as it

a existed then. e proposed to extend

i S

__Phe.revision to every part of that

] law and this was approved by Govern
-ment-- G. 0. dated B" October i855
faged .
. at pap&gyaﬁh 9-10 of Volume A,

,47- His second report was submitted

on 17-11-55. That report dealt —-
chiefly with the laws for “the settle
-ment of the land revenue and rent.
With the report, he forwarded --
,biqﬁ01~£
sketches of two prepares acts,
l. Sketch of general provisionsto

form a preliminary Act or the prepa-

&
~rgtory sections of the first new

»—

Loy Act.and, .

I sSketch of an Act to be subst
-tuted for the then existing laws
relating to settlement and Land Reven
Revenue and collection of'Revenue

Ay
_and Rent -- pp, 11- 56 of Volume A.
. /Cb

/2 nis third- report, dated, December
.- ‘185b; dealt with the Laws, Regula-
~-tions, the Powers ef duties of the

Revenue officers. With that report
P i .

0.
09" Aprml 1868
[4)
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* <IIL a sketch of an Act on thau
/

i subject-pp 67-75 of Vol. A.

_) iE;/ His fod@h report was submitted w

under date the 18th December 19855,

£
o

The report déalt with the laws govern
~ing exenmpted lands, grants and pogi
sions. With the report he submitteil’
1V, a sketch of an Act dealing
‘ with those‘gubjecté pp. 77-87 of Volh.
. e Y ——
( //%{, The first two reports.wer? referrd,
to the Board in G. 0. dated 10" Janu~
ary 1856. T-he Board’s reply to the v
reference( BRoards Proceedings No. 1160
dated 18" Apfil 1886) and the C.0. e
: thereon No., 982 dated 15" Septembers#®
¥ 1856}are printed at pp. 98-121 i
: :7f the Volume marked B put up..It will Ie
l seen from para 21 of the'.ct‘...ob.‘ mat‘, pac}»
121 of Volume B, that the draft Acts
submitted Mr. II Stokes wereforwarded
i to the Governmrnt Pleadorr}br “the pre-
‘ -peration of a Draft Act for trans-

-mission to the Government of India.

( NMote. The Aéﬁ had then to be passed
in tﬁe Imperial Legislative Council. )
/ﬁﬁ—: The third report and the Draft Act
received thercwith were also dea&t
with in the same manneﬁ}that is, refexwﬁ%b
.to the Board and finally forﬁagded to
the Government Pleader for the prepara
- tion of an Act- pp. 147-175 of Vol. B.
/Qéi Presunably tﬁe fourth repért and &
Act were dealt with in the same way.
77 A prefis of the correspondence on the

AL
subject of the ILevenue Codc¢ during’ e

& 1860 is given at pp. 177- 191 of VolR,

[

R
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7o was at the same time informed.

‘ RIS f’.._: A

.r,)
#

';Q ?(‘¢g,<:L9- jafco;olicv/
D107 - e
(4° ,&wf%-» s
Veecoieqg b Lace <.
(e 40 fre Hirrce
1w /556

- og" Aprdl 1862.

4

It will be .een from the p;;u;

N

2 v
(//that Mr., R, D. Parker was appoin

3
TV v

~ed to the duty of superinténding j §

the preparation of the Code with tl ;
help o. “Mr. Mayne, Barrloter—at—La ‘%
(B}that drafts of five acts were '
r ppepareq}

(Q) that the drafts were revised
by the Board and Government: ang

/ 4] that the final outcome was tie

eparation of a single Land Revénux

dé, the several chapters of which .

.' rrespond to the several dlfferent
”7

ac os prev1ously Prepared.

/%{- The comprehensive &as preparef,
~,

will be found printed in the Volume
marked C.put up. ;
L

The schedule at page 65 of Vol, C

enumera ‘
tes the several Regulations

and Acts which the Code was intended

t0 repeal and replace,
;4;{ The Code formed one of the Bills , |
introduced into the Legislative -- (

Council in 1862 the first year of & -

the formation of a/legislative -
:E 0 -

S8

Council under the Indlan Act 1861. !

The objects of the Bill were explaiw
as fé&lows: |
l
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Objects of the Rill ™

“

The Revenue Laws
s

obscure in consequence of the earlier Regulations, which

of this Presidency have been always

were passed in 1803x4béing taken from the Code of Rengal,

where a zenmindari \tem had been established, although in

Madras Eyotwary t \.almost universally prevailed. These B

Fegulations were mntly. found unsuited in several res-

-pects to the ex 1 tenures, and some attempts which

were nade by su’ .1t Regulations to render them more appli

i

‘~cable to our Byotw ri Districts were not altogether success

~ful.

Much inconvenience has thus arisen--the rights of thé
various parties interested iﬁ land became confused--- revenwe
was not always clearly distinguishable from rent, and diffi-
-culties arode as to the process under which arrears of each
%ere to be recovered. |
In other respects also reform was needed.

Parts of our Pecvenue Laws had become obsolete while othes
were contradictory, inconvenient and eveh objectionable from
t@eié Iaying down 1. ute rules, chiefly relating to office
manégement, which could not be always followed.

-, It likewise appeared that the Reguiations which related t
Punchaygis, the settlement of'summaryAsuits, and the trial &
Native,qu'“i~ZServants charged with fraudg or embezzlement
could be simplified and improved. P

Government accordingly resolved on a compféhensive reform

of the whole Law, and directed the preparation of a draft Act

which was to répeal all existing Regulationd, and to contain

. the entire body of the Fevenue Law cleared of existing defects

and divided fnto Chapters or sections, arranged in a clear
and intelligible order. The present Bill has been drawn out
in conformity with those instructions of the Government.
Sighed E. Maltby.
John D. layne, Clerk of the Council.

20" Aprdl 1862.
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Wlthdrawn,

howe .
s Nowever s subsequctntﬁj
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The President said, that owing to changes which had re-—

cently occured in'the rules by which the purchase and sale
of lands were regulated, and owing to othef questions affect-
-ing th Revenue System which wre were still under considera
—t?n, the Government had determined to withdraw the Fevenue ¢
Code for the present. If the Code were to be passed at pre-
sent it would require an enormous amount of alteration, and
after it had become Law it would, propably, be necessary -
next year to introduce an Act to amend it. It would therefor¢
be better to defer'it, until the entire Code could be pro- *
duced.

The Honorable Mr. Maltby said, that as he was the intro-
ducer of the Bill, he wished to add a few remarks as to.the
reasons which had induced the Government to withdraw it. The

Biil was origiénally prepared with great ability and great

care, but since it was drafted, the Impefial Legislature had

' passed several Laws which materially affected ats operation.

First of all ke came the Penal Code. The Revenue Code con-
tained provisions giving Criminal Jurisdiction to Collectors,
similar to that which they had exercised under Regulation’
ix of 1822. But it was pretty certain that the Governor -—-
General would not now sanction any Criminal Jurisdiction -
being given to Collectors.different from that which they p
possessed as Magistrateé under the Penal Gede and Criminal
Procedure Codes. It was also advisable to wait and see ---
whether the provisions of the Penal Code ﬁere not amﬁly -
sufficient.

Another point related to the provisions by which various
Judicial matters could be decided by summary Suits. Thosg
provisions did not harmonize with the Civil Procedure Code.
It was undcsirable that there should be two distinct éyé—
tems of procedure, and it would, propably, be proved, that

the Civil Procedure Code was adrqato to effect every object

aimed at by the FPevenue Code. Caute
A further question arose, how far Smal%ﬁCqurts night be

le

Y
-
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‘enabled to deal withstrroars of rent. Act xLii of 1860 excldiuk

&

from thedt jurisdiction " any claim for the rent of land , B
or any other.qlaim for which a suit may be brous;ht before o
Povenue Officer". By a later Act X11 Of 1861, the Governnent
is empowered to authorize a Judge of a cmall Couse Court to
decide cascs under the Bengal Act for the rccovery of rcqt ’
Act X of 1859, in all places in which that Act is in forde.
Possibly, a similar course of legislation might be adopted
here.

Again , the present revenue Code contains various provisinwa
relating to Tndowments. A Bill for the purpose of reculating
such Endowments has been introduced by the Honornble-Sadago—
Pa Charioo. Ve are at present, waiting for the sanction of thv
Governor-CGeneral as our authority to proceed with it. This
again may render parts of the present Code unnccessarye.

Further,the question of Vaste Tands is one for which the ¢
Council of the Governor General is at present legcislating. Ve
must abstain from passing any Acts relating to land till we 8
see .what 1s done in this respect at Calcutta.

The present Code 1is very lengthy, and it would require a
great deal of time to pass it in its entire state. It containaA
269 Sections, and.deals with subjectd of great intricacy, on
which out Pevenue Officersare, by no means, agreed. It seems
therefore, to be more advisable t0 introduce portions of the
Code gradually, by short Bills. This will, also, prevent theg
consideration of the Code from clozging the Council unduly,

+o0 the exclution of other work. lle, thercfore,moved, that the

proposed FPevenue Code be withdrawn.

The motion was put and agreed to.

2/.

eXtracteq belows

l. vn ’
. n the Bjj13 embodying 4
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the rights of theé%grious partics
interested in land became confuscd;
revenue was ﬂot’always Cclearly distinrhkwa
from rent; and difficulties arose’ an

to the process under which arrcars of

each were to-be recovered oM

L.

2+ In consequence of the great

variety of subjects embraced ihﬂthe
nevenue Code and other causes which g
were found to create difficulty, the
Bill embodying the Nevenue Code ﬁas
withdrawn , bgt intimation was glven
that portions of it would be brought
forward separately . Accordingly thep
present Bill has bemn prepared both
with a view of Simplifying an inmportan
hut confused portion of our Pevenue Lam

and for the purpose of removing some
pressing inconveniences. which have now
been brought to the notice of Govern-
ment by the Revenue Board and the
Inanm Commiésioner.

S.' These inconveniences will be fen
found detailed in the explanation
glven of the obﬁect of the second Bill
for the'"Recovery of Renty but it hag
bcen necessary to allude to them herec
because this Bill ig necessarily cogr
~nected with the other one. Although
it is now Proposed, for the sake of
clearness , to legislate separately

for the two subjects of "Ient" and
"Ievenue" they arc so mixed together
in the ex Sting Neculations that, in

anending the lawsg regarding the forrgy

44+ 4 Aot et 4o e

-—

regarding the latter, lest a want

of uniformity in process and technf.
n

-cal language should lead to furthe:

"confusion. :

' i

- 4, With these preliminary obser
~vations I proceed to observe that
W the present Bill relates strict
~ly to the recovery of public revenwt '
péyable direét to the Covernment.

Tt authorizes no neu.protess, but

attempts to arrange thé existing

scatpered laws in a clear and con~ S
~cigse form. The process against a
defaulter will continué to be the

sale of moveable and immoveable pro-
perty and finally personal arrest,

But provision is made that a de-
~faulter must be released after a
certain time , instead of leaving ®

the term of imprisonment unlimited

and those parts of Tegulation XXV11

of i802 which declare a defaulter’s

estate forfeited to Government in.ﬂa

the event of resistence to process

have been omitted . It seemsa suffi-

cient to leave the punishment of thwv

e

defaulter for any’acts of violence

to the ordinary Criminal laws. '{l

29. Both the Bills were introduced ) ‘\! ‘
by the Hon. Mr. Maltby. In connec- ‘¥£ y
tion with the first Bill the. lon. .
mover spoke as follows:- “ N {'7
. . . .

® 8 & 6 0 6 468 060 0% 885 0080008800008 s

The principal objects of the Bill

had already been under the consider.a’
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' » -~ - f :?Ci As already observed the comprehen-— -
< - /6 f ~sive Code was intended to replace ;_
Tl i - ; ‘g . & number of old Regulations and Acis‘ “on ,
‘,.. which will be found.specified in ; f
‘orof the Council , ag contained in the ' ] ‘the schedule at page 65 of Vol: c, us
flv{::cnapter of the llevenue Codc. They -24 * The Code having been withdrawn i ,
cwere also explained in the Statement ' é and no subsequent attempt having
, of objects and reasons . This Bi11 only v B " ’ been made to amend the olq enact- to
' apﬁlied to the realization of the o | V ments they C%?tl?ue to be borne on W |
Public Ievenue, and was rather intended ” ' the Statute Fi&i though several of iom
to consolidately , improve and simplify . ' cl the provisions contained therein
the existing laws upon that subject | } | have long since become obsolete, el
than to alter them. The imporéggéo - <\ / J¥T  Some of these obsolete proyi- o
of such a masure as the prescnt hag lom1 | \ ( {;f —sions are mentioned in the first e specb
been felt by the Government, and an [ vart of the Ion: Mr:Grose’s Minute, sess”
experienczg:gggicer had been appointed J In this connection the remarks of mbole)
to codify the Negulations which related AN . }‘ Mr. . Stokes in his third report ylic
: to the collection of the Pevenue. l'e ha :‘ . ‘1 ' ; ( ppﬁjleof Vol, A) may be usefully —
had proceeded on his task under instruc | E o ,f ' perused,
—tions from the Nevenuec Board, and :f ) / 4?5{. In the latter part of his Minute ons.
from Government , and the result of his - ) I. /M. mentions the old Reghlations n
labors had been embodied in fitting ien ‘ ! “ (a and Acts which he observes mlght & nment,
language by a professional gentleman ‘ ,ﬁ ought to be revised and codified, 3 on
who was now the Assistant Secretary of I . A file ( maried ) is put up‘: levy ’
the Govermnment in its Legislative Depasl - . 3X\ / ) ) containing copies of these Regula- ever
~ment. It might be hoped, therefore, thak \% ! ~tions and Acts arranged in the oree cess
this Bill, and the other Bill which he \' order ( which is also thn chronolo- Qxigen
was about to move, would prove to De -gical order) mentioned in the Minuf@ sr such ‘//
important improvements in the system y

The file contains also the -~

2 of tke ./
of land administration, There were many

e A ——— >
Y

U -

j]:<ﬁ;&806 Harngms .- W \marglgally noted enactments. not men V™ 1'

in Ryotwarl tracts. s- Y
details in each Bill which would requirgy 1V of 1822 -Rights of . y—tloned§;e Mo list, which -
’ landholders. ~— {-
careful comsideration; but these wouldﬁ ,.4 1883 ~ Board of Revenue, nay also bo nse be usefully amended, L
\ N {

all be discussed in Special Committee, ZL;7' - Of the Laws%héhtléhe&“in §
before the Council was calleq upon fin<u\ pardy Ofwn’/"‘ Minute as. ;¥equiring %:
'\ y 'Y . . o » ' ) "' 3
to pass the Bill. Ten mOdlflcatlon/,

(1) that relating tc: Court of , !

re a* b (~ L
‘ ”:f " Vards am Minare is being dealt 5

-‘,’,‘ ' ’“r‘;u‘"“ }_‘”v oL L. ,. _,/
1*'\-/ & s : L
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Ordered that the foliowing lettcp-- -

despatched to the Govt., of India,

. ‘ % .
To the Secy. to the Govt, of India,

Finance & Comi.ercg Departnent,

Sir, ‘ ) .
with reference to the coricspond-
ence ending with the Secrétary of

state’s despatch Ho. 4 dated the 1lith

April last, sanctioning the retention
y

of r. Ross I.C.S. on special duty till
the cnd of “farch 1898 for completing
the revision of the General Tenancy
pil: and of framing a IDill for regulat-
ing the relation of landlord and tenant
in Yalabar, I am directed to skabe rc- J;ta

port for the information of the Govt,

of India the progress made by the spe-
cial ofricer and to request that in the |

circinstances stated helow the gsanction
of the Secretary of State may he obtain

ad for his retention on special duty foy

-\

ecn from my letter

\
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a further period of two rears. q
2. It will be s J
\

¢

| of the 19th Hovember last lio. 98 Legis-|

1ative that the rovision of the gencral
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legnanecy Bill has heen romp*etod and 1t
//11v reguires the ap-roval of tha Govt,
¢ L,f India to its introdinction into tho

Ly 4 )
,egislative Council,

\ In 1regard to the law for regw
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AL Aating the velation of land-lord and

Y4 .

" tenant in !"alabar I am to state that "'r.

i ,
N pegs has framed the ronghdraﬁ& of" a Lill

T g

which he is discussing with a nuaber of

f \nompe%g%t loeal men iatosgsted in tha{;ji

N i aenarea et District and that somgtimo
./ will elapse hefore he can put it into
t/ complete sha@e and submnit it for the
/‘A orders of Government . v, Ross hopes 1O
be ablo to do this by the end of TFebv.
next., The consideration of the Bill by |

the Govt. will taitc somctime and T,

Ross’s services will be required to recast

{
)7
\
“

the Dill in accordance with the ordcers

) ~$5\ Sbk §§-¢e

i “‘ that nay be passed thereon, The ravised
iZZi pill cannot thercfore be snuhmitted Tor
the approval of the Govt, of India ecarlicr
than the end of April nex

}Z:

iZ' re quired even aftor the latter Dill leaves

v, Rosi’s services will be

. nis handdin order to get hoth the general
W/ Tenancy Dill and the ‘alabar Bill passeq
: through the Council., As pointed out in

a~ ‘ypara 4 of this Govt’s despatch to the
. Sccy of Stato io.3 dated 9-3-97 many A c} 8]
& f difidicult guestions aroc liiiely to crop
‘1 up in con:ection with the land revenuo
?setblomcnt of the distvict,in the solutilon
. of which r, Ross’s advico and assistange
i:wili be invaluable,
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1+ w417 hn nocessary to retain T'r, Ross
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ROss on special duty for sometimne”
pnd as during this period he wil?‘£9t b
fully ocoupled, the Govt, proposes {g*
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the revenue law]{ of thiQ Presidency,,
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‘Qihe cearlier repulatigons passed in 18R

.‘°”*1fu%CSA taiten from the enactments
ba%sed in Dengal in which a diflerent
land tenure provailed. Some attempts which
rere mnade hy subseqgnuent régulqtions to

render them more apnlicable to the ryot-

wari tracts have not beon altogether bWeos
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REVENUL DEPARTMENT.

From - ' o os
! Mr. G. S. FORBES, m.a., LC.5, ‘ ,

Tun Hovor® Acting Secretary to the Governmept of ﬂadms,

. | . e GC MEN W*DIA
& g GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
T!_IE S‘EC‘RETARY ” _FinanceE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.
' Dated Fort St. Ceorge, 31st January 1898,

SiB,

the ' i 'tﬂ the Secretary of State’s Despatch
“With reference to th'e correspondence en(ll\;xg.g ;‘,ndated ey i Inst, santion-
‘ e  ing the retention of Mr. Ross, 1.CS,,
on special duty till the end of March 18938
for completing the revisionlofdthe ftenera}‘
i i lation of landlord and tenan
1 ing 11 for regulating the relation o '
Tenh}m{yb}iﬂlla:r(}x ﬁf(;‘gr:clﬁ;& 8ioBrlelpor't, for the in?ormatmntof hthte glow;;gm:il;tl x;)fg tI;;dcl:s’
. ' 1 1to request that, ¢ :
the "special officer an .
thet g"{’)i{gj: glzd:an?trion ?)f It)he Secretary of State may be obtained for his retention
?;cr? :pecial dl’lty for a further period of two years.

’ 7 t, No. 90, Legislative,
- i letter of the 19th November last, 0, Leg ve
2. It W}l! beosfeiﬁefggggl Tenancy Bill has been completed and 11tl on}y :'Os(%:t\ir;':
ﬂl]lat the r::;flzxil’. the Government of India to its introduction into the lieg
the appr
Council.

r regulating the relation of landlord gmd tenant in
M h%;.rlnll:ngla‘fg stt(:ltt: il:::va: Ros% has fl%med ;}hi g(_)utgp tdr:flti Otfh Ztle(l)lt’n;inlﬁllé h\?, illsl
s ng Wi en in that distiict,
B wnllll ac:tlxl m}l)‘? I;toifntc(? lzlg;t;l%tt;n shape and submit it for the orders otf G’i‘)}‘;.
o befox;{ ?Réss Il)lopess to be able to do this by the end of February Ii;x o o
ernm.ent. o £ the Bill by the Government will take some time and kY rt. ossi) 8
cons.lderah'cl)lnbo required to recast the Bill in accordance w1th. the ordelrls a ma}lv (;
servmethl one the revised Bill cannot, therefore, be submitted for the approval o
gﬁ:sa%)veg;eﬁt of India earlier than the end of April next.

i ill leaves his hands
i i1l be required even after tho latter Bil
& M Rt? Sl?;ilfetl‘g;céser‘;‘::al ’i?erngncy Bill and the Malabal; Bill passgd thtr}?u%h tl:
P toﬁ? ; inted out in paragraph 4 of this Government’s despatch to I?k 1ecrt
?z;n(c)}fl.States pNoo 3, dated 9th March 1897, many difficult questions are likely 1o
a , No. :

| connection with the land revenue settlement of the district, in the solution
zlf‘os)vﬁlighui\l[r Ross’s advice and assistance will be invaluable.

. it wi to retain Mr. Ross on
jon with these matters it will _be necessary _
,51- ﬁntco%zicséz‘e time to come, and as during this period he will m')ftyl.)e futlllxy
special dutie Government proposes to entrust to him the duty of cgdl ying the
y %cup;ze,Law of the Presidency. The earlier regulations passed in 1802 were taken
eve

‘ Miscellaneous. - ‘

from the enactments passed in Bengal in which a different land tenure prevailed.’
rom

i ade by subsequent regulations to render them more
Some %tel‘npﬁl: ll};gltlw;?r'?ralscs havz not been altogether successful. Many of the
apeliea® 20 the old regulations have become obsolete and the laws affecting the
prOZ;S\::n:ntlnits administration require generally modifications and additions in many
rev \ , .

Ex.d. W. D'Moss.

No. 61, Revenvg, 31st Janvary 1898. 3

e~

respects. The necessity for the codification of this branch of the law was recognised
8o early as 1855, when Mr. Huddleston Stokes was placed on special duty. But event-
ually, after considerable correspondence, the matter was dropped and it was decided to
introduce into the Legislative Council portions of the proposed code gradually by short
Bills. The Revenue and Rent Recovery Acts (II o

f 1864 and VIII of 1865) were
among the results of this decision.

This Government has long felt the want of a
comprehensive Revenue Code which will replace the old enactments,

supplying defects
in the legal machinery required for the revenue administration and establishing the
relative rights of the ryots and the Government on a sound legislat

ive basis. It is
unnceessary to point out that Madras is, with the exception of Lower 3engal, the onl

y
-5, Provinee in which such a code has not yet been framed. I am to state that,in the
“eninion of Iis Kxcellenc

y the Governor in Council, Mr, Ross is peculiarly fitted by
his legal knowledge and varied experience to undertake the work for this Presidency.
6. It is not possible to forecast with any degree of accuracy the time within
which Mr. Ross will be able to finish the work, but in all probability the time occu-
pied will not be less than two years.

ng: I am accordingly to request that the Secretary
- of State may be moved lo sanction Mr.

Ross’s further retention on special duty for that
period. As regards the pay to be given to Mr. Ross during the time he will be
employed on special duty,

I am to state that, in the opinion of this Government, the pay
of the Revenue Secretary to Government, viz., Rs. 3,126 a month, will uot be too large,
considering the nature of the work to be done and Mr.

. 088’8 standing in the service.
I am accordingly to request that the sanction of the Secre

0 tary of State may be obtained
for ranting to Mr. Ross this increased pay from 1st April 1898,

F, ';have the honour to be, -
s - Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) G. S. FORBTS,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

20 Copien,
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