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Buckingham Canal Je 1248 .

Lotter from the Government of India sanctioning the schedule, amounting to
Rs. 32,100, of the further outlay required to be incurred on the —, with note thercon
by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, communicated to the officers concerned, with
remark ; and a copy of the Proceedings, with copy of G.O., No. 319 I., dated 18th
April 1898, ordered to be foswarded to the Government of India.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT., '

Irrigation,
Account,

Reap—the following papers :—

From O. C. LEES, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Public
Works Department (Civil \Vorkﬂ—lrrigation), to the Joint Sceretary to the
Government of Madras, Public Works Departuent, Irrigation Branch, dated
Simla, 25th August 1598, No. 437 C.W.|. !

With reference to the l‘rocecdings of the Government of Madras ip the Dublic
Works Department, No., 537 L, dated the 1§t} July 1598, I am directed to communi-
cate the sanction of the Government of India to the sehednle amounting to Ks, 82.100
of the further outlay required to be tucurred on the Buckingham (‘unaloand to.ro-)umt
that a date may be named for the completion of the workg in aceordance with P?xbikc
Works Department Code, Volume I1, Chapter IX, paragraph 1]-—v],

2. The Government of India desire, howevcl‘, to be furnished with the views of
the Local Government a3 to the finaneig] Prospects of the Project together with details
of the revenue chargqs swee the work was opeuced, aud also with, anyorcmark< in rv"-mi
to the revenue receipts, of which detajls have been given in Chupter ‘{III ofn‘the
History of the Buckingham Canal by Mr. A. 8. Russell, that may be nec‘ostar in 2
consideration of the general prospects of the canal. atd

The sanction accorded in paragraph 1 lag beeq registered as No, 7 [ of 1598-99,

——

) No. 284 1.
Note by the Chief Engincer Jor Irrigation.

- With reference to the concluding portion of parger:

: fer ' Paragraph 1 of the Goy nt of
%ndlIa l.ettf.r. 1t 1s l?b(.lﬂfnqu tI})mt in p:ragraph 4 (2) of thepnote by the ('}?i‘(f;r?-‘lx;]iinnocr
or lrrigation embodied in Proceedines of Madras Goverpm,. t, No. 53 ted
July 1898, it was noted that the saugtion b oo 537 o dated 15th
remain current up to the 3]st March 1900, which is the probabl
of the works. : :

2. With reference to the sceond paragraph of th
1s observed that the financiy] prospeets of the Buckiy,
up with the navigation on the Kistna ang Godidvar
it 13 connected and with the Navigution rules
whole system of canals, These rules were revised early in the current yeur and are
dealt with in Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 3]9 L, dated ISth)A ril 1898
which embody.a note on the subject and diagrams showip ,na\’ir'atiun rch(Zi ts and,
charges, ton mileaze and tonnage of goods carried on these canals from ISS(?—;SI up
to 1896-97. A copy of these Froceedings wight be forwarded t, the Government of
India. A scparate statement and o diagram contrasting receipts and chapeey of the
Buckingham Cunal up to the end of 1897-98 have now been prepared an?l larc ap-
pended to this note, . The Examiner of Publie Works Accounts reports that it ig ng)t
possible now to furnish details required from the date the cany] was opened asjmmt
of the old records have been destroyed. The statement furnishes particulars for the
period since 1879-80, as regards reccipts aud for expenditure since 1566-67.

e date of completion

¢ Government of India Jetter, it
gham Canal are iutimatc]y bﬂu‘"d
L systems of canals witf; yhich

to the stutement of incomplete works should .

which govern {le managenicnt of tlees~?
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No. 926 1., 30t Novemser 1898. 3

w that the reecipts have risen steadily from 1884—8.5 tq 1896—97,
but t31;a'£r likelseer: hl?as been a fall inp thq last year 1897—38. An examination of the
tonnage of goods carried shows that this falling oﬁ.ls mainly dug toa reduction in the
amount of rice and other food-grains and salt carried. The falling off in the former

lass of goods 18 due entirely to the unfavourable scasons, the'exports from the deltas
cf ihe G%d;ivari and Kistna being diverted to the Northern Cirears an(_l the Deecq.n.
%he fallint off in salt is due to the temporary stoppage of manufacture in the faetqnes
that Suppl; Madras on account of an over-stocking of the Madras depots in previous

ears. It is not, however, to be anticipated that after the opening of the East Coast
{Zail“:ay the canal will be as much used as hitherto, as all the co:}l‘ and a great part
of the grain and salt traffic will undoubtedly be taken by the railway. .It may be
that, in course of time, there will be a large development of traffic more suited to the

canal. A temporary falling off in tratfic must be considered probable as the canal

Jhas no branches like the Géd4vari and Kistna canals, the traffic development on which

may compensate for the reduction of traffie on the lines competing with the railway.

4. This falling off in receipts has, hewever, been aceomparied by a decrcase in
the charges due to the completion of locks in the canal whereby a high level of water
can be locked in, in all reaches, and thus effecting economy In maintenance. It will
be observed that the charges during this last year 189.7'—98, viz.,, Rs. 83,651, are the
lowest yet rcached since 1878-79 and Mr. Russell‘ anticipates a still further decrease.
In pages 67 and 683 of his Ilistory, Mr. Russell estimates that the maintenance charges
will (Tecrease to Rs. 53,000 in 1902 and that, alter that, the annual charges should
average Rs. 50,000 and should not exceed Ris. 45,000 in an ordinary year and
Rs. 52.000 in a year of droughts or cyclones. These. figures may be accepted as the
probubie futurc maintenance charges. They do not include the usual percentage for
establishment, &c., charges. . ’

5. As regards the revenue receipts referred to in Chapter XIIT of Mr. Russell’s
book, it is to be observed that it is by the ton mileage and not by the receipts that the
condition of traffic ou any canal of the’sy:stequ 1s to be judged, boat owners being
allowed to take out liccnscs in the Gddivari, Kistna or at Madras as suits their

convenience.
(Signed) W. HUGIIES,

5th November 1898. Chief Engincer for Irrigation.
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