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HIGH-HANDED PROCEEDINGS py
REVENUE OFFI CIALS.
WE now and then_h;a_r— of high-handed pro-

ceedings and miscarriage of justice in some
of the Native States, and we fee] surprised
how a Native Rajah can afford to mismanage
his affairs, especially when there is g Govern-

ment over him, which g ever ready to take

that similar high-handed proceedings are not
confined to Native Stateg alone. There are
not wanting similar grievances in our midst,
only these are not so often brought to the
notice of the publie, and even when they
are hrought, are moyve difficult of redress.

ers, for instance, is a case, which sufficie.. 1y
illustrates a state of affairs which may be con-
sidered general in certain situations and in
most parts of the country. The ryot, the petty
officer, or, for that matter, any man may at any
moment be put in trouble for no reason and
without his ever being able to obtain redress
at the hands of the authorities,

A certain shrotriadar who owns lands in

Arcot District, and who generally resides in
Madras, all of a sudden, received ~on the 10th
May 1896, a registered letter from the Village
Munsiff, intimating that on the 12th May a part
of his lands would be sold by public auction for
an arrear of 2 pies due by him for Fasli 1305,
The shrotriadar sent on the next day two
registered letters, one to the Tahsildar and the
other to the Head-Assistant Collector, distinct-
ly intimating that there was not g single pie in
arrears against him, and that the sale refer-
red to oughtto be stopped. In the mean-

Mukundaroyapuram, Wallajah Talug, North -

time a part of his land worth Rs. 30 was sold
by auction on ths 16th May 1896 for 6 Rs. 8 as.,
and the amount debited ~ to some unknown |
account of the owner. The auction was con- |
firmed 6 months after and an intimation to
that effect was all the reply the shrot-

8lo0p the auction - on January - 1897, The'
shrotriadar sent g notics to the Col-:
lector pointing out that his lang was auc-
tioned out unjustly and while theye Was no;
arrears whatever due from him, and praying
him to cancel the auction, as otherwise he
would be driven to the necessity of a civil suit. "
He waited for three months and more, and no-

District Munsifi's Court, Sholingar, and secured
the services of a High Court Vakil to plead for
him. The ecivil suit lasted for nearly eight
months, and the Government Pleader argued
the case as often as the case came up for,
discussion and as skilfully as possible though
in & wrong cause. Several issues were raised
and among these were, whether the notice to,
the ¢)mplainant was given in proper time ; (2)
whether the sale was regular and properly

 conducted ; (3) whether there was any ar-

rear from the plaintiff on any account, and:

whether the account prepared by the defendant :

| Was correct or not, . _. s e i

Sty ey

reply came. At last he filed g suit in the'

Re fhivelic: 41 2 97

-k e

riadar received to his original petition to; -
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of a shrotriadayr

are not yet over.
foreshadowed by 4

be as Imaginary

our properties are,

. and although at the e confid,
of getting the abstract and immaterial justice,

: e e
.

apparent. The Jud
 favor of the plaint; ‘
with costs in his favor, In the meantime one X
year and 8 months have passed and after al}

the time, labor and anxiety the plaintiff wag put -
to, he has been decreed entitled to recover from :
the Government 99 Rs. and odd as being
the cost of the suit, while he spent
really nearly 400 Rg, This is the cage

PR

. A
., 1

who ig being conspired

8gainst by the kurnaxp and monigar of

Another similay case is
notice which he received

& month ago, and his lang must, inall pro-
bability, "have been auctioned oyt by
this time for arrears which again might

88 thelast one. And if

end we might be confident

. ment open their eyes to evils of this sort ?

it never to comeatall? - ~
1
e g e : : Ly
T 1% P PR I ’i
& e '7""‘""“ .

Where then is the remedy to come from or is

. The' Judge writes g long and imp:rtia.ﬁ
judgment of the cage in whi

he wants to save himself the trouble, he must J
pay up the so-called arrears. This, though con- §
venient enough, will in the long run, only help !
to multiply his difficulties, Men in such cir- ;
cumstances, are merely helpless. Although 1
technically speaking, safe,

P
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- 16th May 1896 ?
(¢) Did the shrotriemdap send two

‘ ; sgle pie in'arrear against him, and that the sale

() Was the auction salo nevertheless held
mentioned in clanse (9) of this question ?

. .. (¢) Did the shrotriemdar give to the Co

¢
E
!
!
|

y en
| Board of Revenue upon the receipt jof the notice

ment with costg amounting to Rs, 22
i €xpenscs amounted to nearly Rs. 400 ?

is land worth RBs. 30 was sold in a

‘ registered lettors, one to the Tahsildar, and
; one to the Head Assistant Collector on 11th May 1896 intimating that there wag nof a,

llector notice of his intention to file a'
cwil action against Government, and was an

defence was sanctionod, and, if so, with what result ? -

|

f . .
Lo () Was a civil suit subsequently filed by the shro
ﬁl ment in the Court of the District Munsif of Sholingar,
!
|

and odd payable to the plaintiff, while his actual ‘

. N i ,v/'m"
I UUXIX, () Has the attention o Government been drawn fo the sub-leader in the |
i Hindu, dated "1st September 1898, headed ‘ High-handed Proceedings by Revenue
al - | Officials,” and has Government made any enquiry into the .natter referred to therein,
! A ¢ 't S |8y if o, with what result ‘ o
%J‘t Je st f' (8) Isit afact that wheregs 0 arrear was due by the shrotriemdar of
ﬂ E\ : Mukundarayapuram (Wallaja—North Arcot), an arrcar of 2 ples for fasli 1305 was
"-& ' x ' elaimed from him, and h

uction for Rs, 6-8-0 on

advertized ought to be stopped ? \
on 16th May 1896 with the resyltg '

il e e S o e e
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quiry made by Government or the o
of the intended action before the

triemdar “against Govern-
and decreed against Govern- ;
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| ‘ - : » | | and, i so,’ vith oa o résglltnil’el'l made any enquiry into the mattey referred to therein, :
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‘i i rcu ﬁa/&fd N @ “ ) _ ;Wé A ’ (6) Is it a fact that whereas no arrear was dye by the shrotriemdar of . .. -

| Mukundarayapuram (Wallaja—North i
i | L 4, claimed from b ard 1J " orth Areot), an arrear of 2 pies for fasli 1305 wag - :
L Lerwa OCe &»M/ﬁ//d_c/ , : | 16th May 1896 7 ’ 18 land worth Rs. 3.0 Wwas sold in auction for Rs. 6-8~0 on
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7 g~ , , : (¢) Did the shrotriemdar gend two regist — : .

s YV —Ae hey @<t K “Credarro. . 3&:‘ ~  one to the Head Assistant Collector— o llt}f E:retligggtgrs. et oo Tahsildar, and
: Ao 6o : : ‘ S "y a single pie in arrear against him, and that th y1 rtiating that thero was not -

> 7 ’@ 4 /{{i &% . ' ' D ‘ 7 (d) Was the auction sale I;everthe?ess l? 183 ) a(}gcrtxzed opeht fo.be stopped ?
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