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To,

Dis Greelleney

Sir ArTHUR BLiBank FHAvELOCK,
¢.CM G,G.C. 1 E, GoveERNOR IN COUNCIL.

| L . pORT 8T. GEORGE,

-

"

MADRAN.

The bumble memorial by the undersigned purchasers in auction sales held byGovern-

ment, of lands irrigated by the Periyar water ia the Madura Talugof the Madura District,

i

Most REsPECIFULLY SHOWETH ==

. 1. Your excellency's memorialists have purchased assessed waste lands in Goveras

went auction, to be newly brought uuder wet cultivation with the aid of the Periyar water.

2. The cost and trouble of reclaiming these lands sre very greab. The paucity
of sufficient labourers at the localities of sale, anl the difficalty of procuriag labour fron
abroad make the process of reclamation one of prolongad delay and heavy expense. It is not

practicable, in the present state of circamstances, for the purchasers, to bring the whole of

their newly purchased lands under nunjah cultivation in the carrent fusli.

3. There are, at presenf, no roads leadiug to some villages where the lands to be

reclaimed lie, and where there are, they are in a bad and imperfect condition.

4. No proper house sites in suitable] localities are available for the habitation of the

puréhasers, their agents, tenants and labourers in the villages in which the lauds have been

purchased, and where such sites are available, they are extremoly méagre.

5. Tenants are nob available at or uear some of the villages for bringing the newly

purchased lands under cultivation and they have to be procared from distant places. This

v

involves considerable trozble and cost to the purchasers,

€. After reclamation the purchagers are confronted with great difficulties in
procuriug manure' for their lands, It is well known that in bringing waste lan 1s for the first
time under nunjab cultivation different kinds of mauure have to be used in great abundance,
and ps the maoures are not available near the villages they have to be procurad from long
Jistances at considerable cost; and such cost is farther enhanced by the fact that there are
uo proper roads or paths for carrying the manures, and portions of existing roads aud paths

are in very bad condition,

7. The Durkast and other rules on the subject of the grant or gale of Government

lands, ae they stand ab preeent, preclude revenus officers from granting sites to the
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purcimsers themsolves for the habitation of their labourers and tensnts for cattle-stand and

. threshing floor, and for raising green manura. As a general rale, labourers and tenants can

be induced to come from distant places only after the necessary hats and other buildings
have been erected for h‘lem and their cattle. The existing rales, therefore, have to ba ‘
relaxed in favour of the purchasers under the Periyar projact, so as to allyw of the requisite { ‘, .
land for house-sites, cattle—stand, threshing floor etc. being granted to the purchasers
themselves either tax-free or subject to a light dry assessment, 1In cases where it may not
be feasible to allot such lands and more particularly in the case of purchasers of largs extent:

‘g}lahd, the purchasers should be allowed to utiliza a suitable portion of the lands purchased

' ,”‘g't'jy‘t“bem for the above purposes, such portion being exempted from tax or assessed with &

light dry rate.

Besides, there being no green manure available in the vicinity of most of the
villages, the difficulty can only be met by growing Avari, Kolinji, Tndigo,
&e. in the villages themselves, But, as in the present state of things the
requisite area of land for the purpose is not available, the purchasers [
may be allowed to grow such plants on portions of their lands, such
portions being for aterm of at least five years exempted from tax oz

subjected only to a light dry assessmeat.

8. The extent of laud already set apart for pastarage in the villages is barely
sufficient for the catile and sheep required for the land hitherto undsr cultivation; but as
the area of cultivation is ncw being vastly extéudad owing to the sale of lands under the
Periyar project, it is a,bsﬂuue]y\ necessary that there should be a corresponding increase

" in the pasturage land. The hill and forest tracts that may be serviceable for pasturage
and manure leaves are at a great distauce aod unconnected by a direct road with several

villages in which lands have beon purchased.

9. Ag;ain the irrigation system i3 ina bad and imperlect coadition, The branch
channels, off-takes, and distribataries of the Periyar water are in mang places in an mcompleto
state. Their capacity in some places is too small for the area expected to ba irrigated by
them, and their bunds have to be very much strengthened. Insome places, no sluices are
constructed, and where they are, they are mostly of a tentative natare, not being constructed
siter forming a correct estimate of the area to be 1mgated by each. The bunds and bye
washes of the channels being new, fall quantity of water is not allowed to flow through the

channels lest they shonld breach. In some places, small chanuels are not yet opened for the

Lt irrigation of the land sold. The sapply of water for the first crop of the current fusli is, in

conssquence, fraught with delay and uncertaioty. .

10, (a) Several waste lands purchased ia auction sale have to be subdivided
by curnams, and sab-division ekotches prepared by them, for the use of
the ryots and Government. Some lands form portions of a eurvey number
or of the several letters of a survey number. Field stones are fixed for
survey numbers slome, sad no landemark exists for all or soms of the
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and nono at all for the portions thereof now,

letters of a survey number,
So the lands parchased cannot be identified

gold in Government auctioa.
and measured with certainty and withon
have to be guided by aod submit to the ipse dixit of the curnams, Such' !
survey numbers have to be properly sub-divided and sub-division sketckes

prepared for them, showing the cxact position and extent of each of the

purchased portions of a survey number.
purchased are contiguous to plots previously

s on Durkast both being comprised in one and the same

These portions have to be identified and measured, and
n and the extent

granted to other

survey number.
sub-division sketch prepared to show the exact positio

. of each.

(¢c) Thirdly, some survey numbers are intersected by paths, roads, channels,

therefore, wholly caltivable. The

tankbeds and rocks, and they are not,
d measured, and

uncultivable portion has to be properly identified aD
e portion bas to be deducted from the whole survey number,
given for the extent to be so

sketches

such uncultivab!
and refund of purchase mooey hasto be
doducted. This necessitates the preparation of sub-division

showing the positions of such excluded portions of a survey number,

(d) Besides, the lands have to be identified by sub-divisic;n sketches for

or loans granted by Goveroment, and applis

being accepted as secarity £
and grant of loans delayed, and several

cations for loans are pending,

purchasers are consequently subjected to great pecuniary difficulties.

11. Under the present circumstances, sarveyors and additional overseers, Re-

s have to be appointed to have the various kinds of work

venue Inspectors and curoum
and the local

pection with several waste lands sold in auction,

done without delay in  con
W. officers for removing the aeveral

s have to cooperate with the D. P.

Revenue officer
difficulties of the purchasers; and the Darlast and other rules have to be relaxed or modified,

and new rules, if necessary, have to be framed.

in regard to lauds already put up to sale, new lands

12. While such is the case
ng difficulties of

d snccession which tends to augment the already existi

are being sold in rapi
lands are greatly enhanced

The difficulties of the purchasers of even good
d being sold and brought nnder nunjah cultivation at ome
And with respect to Jands which are bad or inferior,

the purchasers.

by the fact of large tracts of lan

and the same time in 8 limited ares.
the difficulties to be over-come by the purchasers are in some cases icsurmountable,

that they will be compelled to relinquish the same,

13, The attempt made in ﬁie last fusli by & few ot tha pur
then newly purchased, proved a complete failure,

chasers to raiss nunjah

produce on lands,

t dispute, and the purchasers , . .
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14. This yesr, the Periyar water was supplied late in the season, and no second crop

can be raised even ou lands on which it would otherwise have beea practicable bo do so.

15. In bringing waste lands for the first time under nunjah cultivarion the surface
earth bas to be dug op gometimes more than one or two feet decp and the whole field has
to be levelled. 1t ia koowa from experience that lands thus newly brought under nunjah
cultivation, gnlike lands which have been ander nunjah cultivation for some years, yisld bat

a small produce in spite of the expenres incurred and care and Jabour bestowed upon them.
1t is cnly after & careful caltivation for & fow successive years, that such lands bagia to yield

o thing like an ordinary erop and can bear the burden of the full assessment thereon.

16; Having regard to the above facts, it is usual for the proprietors of Zemindary

aud Tnam lands to grant waste lands on what are known 88 progressive cowla under which
the ryots briug waste lands under nonjah cultivation paying rent according to & graduated

scale which reaches the fall punjah rent ab the expiration of five years or more.

17. Itis unlikely that the yield of the waste lands sold will cover even the caltivae

tion ezpenses in the first year or such expenses‘and the teerva in the second year. It is only

after a considerable number of years, that any fair net income can be realised.

18. While such is the case, the above lands are classed as double crop lande, and
double crob assessment (i.e.) full wet rate agsessment for the first €rop and half of that for the
second is made compulsarily payable whether a second crop is raised or not. No doubt, a
concession is made in favour. of the purchasers, in that half the assessmeont alope is made
payable for the firat crop raised on the land after the purchase, whether such first crop
be raised in the first year or tbe secon] year of the purchase. 1n classing these lands as dounble

crop wet, a0 jmaginary and anfouaded superiority has been assigned to thess comparatively

joferior lands over the long standiog Ayacub punjshs of the same village which are only

classed as single crop lands, aud for Which, double crop assessmeab is mot charged unless a

gecond crop is actually raised. Fields on which oune crop has been grown wil not be

generally fit, for a sccond crop unlexs they are kept dry for gometime and  well supplied with

manure. This observation applies with peculiar force to waste lands newly brought under
nupjal cultivation.

19. For the foregoing reasuns, it is very necessary and proper that these waste ({}}
. . i

lands should be classed 28 sicgle crop lands and assessment for the second crop levied only

when the gecond crop i8 raised thereon. Old Ayacut nunjahs adjoining these waste lands are

e

ased as single crop lands, and are liable, as already stated, to pay gecond crop assessment

J
cla
only if & gecond crop i3 in fact raised. While thereis this advaatage in the case of Ayacut

pupjsh lands, which as a general rule were acquired, without payment of price, either by

occupation or by grant uoder Durkast rales, it is withheld from purchasers who have bought

waste lands from Goverament o0 paymeant of the highest price bid at public sactioa. This is f‘

1t can hardly happed that a ryot would be 8o blind to his own interest

really 20 anomaly. ;
when he findd it feasibla to raise such crop.

a2 ta refrain from raising a second crop,

s # ma
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20, Even with reference o single crop assessment, some concession should, in
Justice, be made to the ryots in consideration of the difficulties above pointed out. The
waste lands are assessed with the same wet rate of teerva a3 old auojah lands in the sane

village. 'I'here must bea difference between tha two rates, as for several years to coms,

there will be a much less outturn in the former than in the latter. The assessmant now

fixed on the waste lands will therefore have to be reduced,

21, ,Further, it 18 reasonable that the full assessment so revised should not be

made payable from the commencement, but it should gradually rise from one-fourth to the~

" ¢4l rate in five yoars.

22. The concossion prayed for in this memorial, the memorjalists humbly beg
leave to surgest, will considerably strengthen the hands of the ryots, and tead to increased
labour and capital being bestowed on the lands, and eventually bring about their prosperity,
which is identical with that of Goveroment. Oun the contrary, the present mode .of agsessment
will highly weaken the condition of the ryots, and necessitate their eventual abaudonment

of considerable portiots of their holdings,

23. The difficulties under which purchasers of lands are labouring in bringing
their lands under cultivation have considerably "discouraged intending purchasers at the
more receat sales, and are sure to depreciate the value of the lands now being brought to sale
in public auction. 1f such difficulties be removed as prayed for in this memorial, and
fucilities affordod for bringing the lands under cultivation without subjecting the purchasers
to serious inconvenience aad loss, the interests of Government will be much better served
in fature salss of lands, and intending purchasers encouraged to bid for proper prices, In
fact, 8>me of the purchasers were deterred from purchasiug additionil lands at the more
recent sales in consequence of the unexpected troubles and difficulties which they are

nadergoing in brivging under cultivation the lauds already purchased by them.

In conclusion, the memorialists pray that your excellency will be graciously pleased
to take the above facts into your excellency’s consideration, direct that these waste lands
be registered as single crop lands, that the assessment fixed for them be reduced to a reason-
able amouat, that such reduced assessment be levied on a graduated scale reaching the fall
amount after five years, and that the second crop assessment be made payable at the redaced

progressive rate only if the second crop is raised,
The memorialists also pray thab prompt measuresbe diractod to ba taken to remove

“zhe various difficulties experienced by the purchasers as above pointed out io paras 7, 8 9,
10 & 11 and to prohibit farther sales of lands before the necessary requirements of the

purchasers of lands already sold are properly satisfied,
Yor which act of kindness, as in daty hound, your Excellency’s memorialists will

eYer pray.
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