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Government of India.

FINANCE and COMMERCE DEPARTNENT,

Calecutta, the:ﬂz~December 1898,

Read~

Circular of the Custom Xouse, London, No.10812 dated the |
4th October 1898, received with a letter from the India Office
dated the 9th November 1898, on the subject of the treatment of

transhipped goods under the English Merchandise Marks Act. :

........

Ordered that copies of the cigq@ié?‘ﬁe

gorwarded to the
! *. l ~‘ T ‘ . 2
Governments of Madras,igombay, Benggl gpd Burma, \for communica-

tion to the Colléctors‘of Customs. (v
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7 I1-is thought that it may be advisable, in connection with: the subject. of
) Merchandise:Marks, to invite the attention of the Government ;of: Indin, and
. .of the Governments of those Colonies which have legislated for < the: protection

o

-of IndustfialiMarks, to the following extract from the Forty-Second,- Anpual

Report of the .Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs, being ‘that. for; the

financial year 189798 :— : v 1 it

T S DT ’ T "

j *The . [ ., The Select Committee* further recommended thzi't, _ o‘ods’in f’,élz'é'lr}s,i.t
?}il:acz;ittee e .“ighgul_(.l, be exempted from the operation of the Merchzm_imgf Maif‘k?'Ac’.cvé.

: of the .+ .. _“To give full effect to this recommendation, an altera fon c;f "tl‘}e"l‘a"{v
7\4 g&;‘:ﬁ ;’xfs . « would be rfaquired. But, acting in the spirit of th?!'réc;ofm‘lgle{ldz}t‘ién,
L‘ ggalglgir;e i “ we have, .Wlth your Lordships’ concurrence, adopted ‘t'1,1e pI;mC}plethat
‘ Marks, Ses- “'no examination of goods in transit is to be made épecml'ly” ’f\'o‘l'&ﬁ}}e
r:} : k{lg‘%Of ¢ purpose of scrutinising marks. Accordingly we now take notice' of
: o “ marks on such goods only if we meet with them in the course of
i “ examination of the goods for revenue purposes ; and '(llls, We are revising
K “ our Transit Regulations with a view to reducing 42 minimum the
“ opening and examination of packages in transit, the occasions on which,
« in future, marks will come under observation will be rare. As further

« recommended by the Committee, steps are being taken to ascertain what
« precautions may be necessary to prevent the Customs authorities in
« India and the Colonies from being misled as to the origin of goods that
« have passed through the United Kingdom in transit.” '

Goods of foreign manufacture may pass through the ports of ,the United
Kingdom for places abroad in several ways. They may be 'imported intd the
United Kingdom, may remain there for some time, and then be re-exported.
1o’ that casé the goods, on’ their arrival in the United Kingdo, are treated as
though they were for home consumption, and are subjected to full examination

by the Customs. To goods of this class this Memorandum has no reference.
It refers only to goods that pass through the United Kingdom avowedly in
4 - transit, and such goods may be of two kinds. They may form part of a cargo
Joaded abroad, remaining undisturbed in a vessel that completes her loading in
a British port ; or they may be transhipped in the United Kingdom, and form
part of the cargo placed on board in this country. In the former case they are
not, and never have been, subjected to inspection by the British Customs ; but
in the latter case they have, until _recently, nndergone a certain amount of
examination ; and occasional detentions have been made of goods in transit that
violated the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Acts. In future, as will be
gathered from the above extract, goods entered for transhipment will very
seldom be examined by the British Customs, and it seems right that the Customs

9304—300—10,98 G 59 W§1439%6 D&S 13
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authorities in India and the Colonies should be made aware of thlb, jn order

that they may not assume that goods arriving in vessels that have cleared from
a port in the United Kingdom must have been passed by the Customs in this
country as eatlsfactory in re\pect of marks.
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It WIH thus be necessary, for- the;, Indigm an d Golonial authorities to satisfy
themselves that goods bearing marks suggestive of British origin, arriving in a
vessel that has cleared from a British port, are really of British pxoductlou or
manufacture, and are not foreign goods that have merely passed through the
United Kingdom. As some guide on this point it may be well to remark that,
accordmtr to the regulations in this country, when goods are reported and
entered as in transit for a British possession, a Transhlpment Certificate (in form
annexed, usually printed on pink paper) is made out by the'exporter or his
agent, and, when signed by the proper Customs officer, is ‘attached ‘to the
“Clearance” "of the ship. Thus a ship’s papers contain evidence as to what
portion of her cargo has been brought from abroad and put ‘on board -after

. transhipment ; and it would be open to the Customs officers in India and

the Colonies to inspect such evidence if they thought fit. ~ The eevidence

‘would not apply to goods loaded abroad, and carried forward to theu' destina- -

tion in the same vessel ; in regard to these it would remain necessary, in
cases of su~p1c1on, to ﬁnd other means of ascertaining the circumstances under

which they had been placed on board a vessel arriving from the United
Kingdom.

e

Custom: ‘House, London,
4th October 1898.

TRANSHIPMENT GOODS (Form No. 59).

CUSTOM HOUSE,

day of 189
THE following Goods having been imported per I
from : » Which Vessel reported - i
day of . , 189, have been entered for T ranshlpment on board
the 4 . for
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* The
Select
Committee
of the
House of
Commons
on Mer-
chandise
Marks, Ses-
sion of
1897,
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I7 is thought that it may be advisable, in connection with' the subject “of
Merch'mdlse ‘Marks, to invite the attention of the Government of India, and
of the Governments of those Colonies which have legislated fot': the' protection

of Industrial Marks, to the followi ing extract from the Forty-Second’Annual-

Réport of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs, beihg that for the
ﬁnancml year 1897-98 :— R R
: ! | f-‘.'~n¥" :','.x

S . The Select Committee* farther recommended that f"OOde m tranmt
L _should be exempted from the operation of the ’\Iercham};@e,"\[@g}s‘ Acts
. To give full effect to this recommendation, an alterzitioil of the Jaw
“ would be required. But, acting in'the spirit of the pecommendatlon,
. !-3 ‘we have, with your Lordships’ concurrence, adopted the: prm<;1ple that
“1no examination of goods in transit is to be made spemally for the
purpose of scrutinising marks. Accordingly we now take notice of
marks on such goods only if we meet with them 1n the course of
examination of the goods for revenue purposes ; and as We are revising
our Transit Reﬂulatlons with a view to reducing to”a minimum the
openmg and examination of packages in transit, the occaslona on which,
in future, marks will come under observation will be rare.  As further
recommended by the Committee, steps are being taken to ascertain what
precautions may be necessary to prevent the Customs authorities in
“ India and the Colonies from being misled as to the origin of goods that
“ have passed through the United Kingdom in transit.”
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Goods of foreign manufacture may pass through the ports of the Umted
Kingdom for places abroad in several ways. They may be 1mported into the
United ngdom, may remain "there for some time, and then be re- exported
In that case the goods, on their arrival in the United Kingdom, are treated as
though they were for home consumption, and are subjected to full examination
by the Customs. To goods of this class this Memorandum has no reference.
It ‘refers only to goods that pass through the United Kingdom avowedly in
transit, and such goods may be of two kinds. They may form part of a cargo
loaded abroad, remaining undisturbed in a vessel that completes her loading in
a British port ; or they may be transhipped in the United Kingdom, and form
part of the cargo placed on board in this coqﬁtry. In the former case they are
not, and never have been, subjected to inspection by the British Customs ; but
in the latter case they have, until recently,-undergone a certain amount of
examination ; and occasional detentions have been made of goods in transit that

. . violated the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Acts. In future, as will be

gathered from the above extract, goods entered for transhipment will very
seldom be examined by the British Customs, and it seems right that the Customs
9304—300—10/98 G 59 Wt143%6 D&S 13 \
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annexed, ﬁsﬁﬁlly printed on pink paper) is made out by the experter or his : of the Governments of those Colonies which have legislated for the' protection

agent, and, when signed by the proper Customs officer, is attached to the
“Clearance” of the ship. Thus a ship’s papers contain evidence as to what

of Industrial Marks, to the following extract from the Forty-Second ‘Annual

Report of the Commissioners.of Her Majesty’s Customs, being 'fchat for ‘thé

portion of her cargo has been brought from abroad and put on board after . financial year 1897-98 :— el
transhi ; it would be open to the Customs officers in India and = ¥ Cl L . , Dol
h béu{) mfent’t aI-ld l:ct“ such evidznce if they thought fit. The evidence : : 'll‘he i . ‘“The Select Committee* further recommended that goods in transit
the Colonies to insp g . . ! : Select B . 3
would not apply to goods loaded abroad, and carried forward to their destina- - - 3 ' Committee - - : Sh‘?)ulfi be exempted from_the operation O.f the Mer Chaq_d.}.S?fMarkS Acts.
on 3 ; e it would ‘ s ; of the .. “To give full effect to this recommendation, an alteration . of the law
tion in the same vessel ; in regard to these it would remain necessary, in A - House of RPN ot Bt il o L Jation ¢ the Jon
cases of suspicion, to find other means of ascertaining the circumstances under . ~ Commons > would be required. But, acting in the spirit o Fecommendation,
. : ’ o - 3 he United o = & on Mer- ~ .. % we have, with your Lordships’ concurrence, adopted the pringiple that
which they had been placed on board a vessel arriving from the Unite o chandise ¥ .o L= SORCHK o P
i ) - - M=y Marks, Ses- no examination of goods in transit is to be made specially for the
ngdom. ' iR sion of

“ purpose of scrutinising marks. Accordingly we now take notice of
“ marks on such goods only if we meet with them An ‘,the!‘cg)urse of
“ examination of the goods for revenue purposes ; and a §We are revising
“our Transit Regulations with a view to reducing to a minimum the
“ opening and examination of packages in transit, the occasions on which,
“ in future, marks will come under observation will be rare. As further
“ recommended by the Committee, steps are being taken to ascertain what
* precautions may be necessary to prevent the Customs authorities in
“ Indi’a‘ and the Colonies from being misled as to the origin of goods that
“ have passed through the United Kingdom in transit.”

1897,

Custom House, London,
4th October 189S.

TRANSHIPMENT GOODS (¥orm No. 59).

CUSTOM HOUSE,

day of 189 g 1
Goods of foreign manufacture may pass through the ports of the United
Kingdom for places abroad in several ways. They may be imported into the
United Kingdom, may remain there for some time, and then be re-expofted:
In that case the goods, on their arrival in the United Kingdom, are treated as
though they were for home consumption, and are subjected to full examinatior
by the Customs. To goods of this class this Memorandum has no reference.
It refers -only to goods that pass through the United Kingdom avowedly in
transit, and such goods may be of two kinds. They may form part of a cargo

~ loaded abroad, remaining undisturbed in a vessel that completes her loading in
a British port ; or they may be transhipped in the United Kingdom, and form
part of the cargo placed on board in this country. In the former case they are
not, and never have been, subjected to inspection by the British Customs ; but
in the latter case they have,- until recently,- undergone a certain amount of
examination ; and occasional detentions have been made of goods in transit that
violated the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Acts. In future, as will be
gothered from the above extract, goods entered for transhipment will very
seldom be examined by the British Customs, and it seems right that the Customs

9304—300—10/98 G 59 Wt14396 D&S 13
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authorities in India and the Colonies should be made aware of this, m order
that they may not assume that goods arriving in vessels that have cleared from
a port in the United Kingdom must have been passed by the Customs in this
country as satisfactory in respect of marks. '

It will thus be necessary for the Indian and Colonial authorities to satisfy
themselves that goods bearing marks suggestive of British origin, arriving in a
vessel that has cleared from a British port, are really of British production or
manufacture, and are not foreign goods that have merely passed through the
United Kingdom. As some guide on this point it may be well to remark that,
according to the regulations in this country, when goods are reported and
entered as in transit for a British possession, a Transhipment Certificate (in form
annexed, usually printed on pink paper) is made out by the exporter or his
agent, and, when signed by the proper Customs officer, is attached to the
“(learance” of the ship. Thus a ship’s papers contain evidence as to what

portion of her cargo has been brought from abroad and put on board after
'tmnshipment ; and it would be open to the Customs officers in India and
the Colonies to inspect such evidence if they thought fit. The evidence
would not apply to goods loaded abroad, and carried forward to their destina-
tion in the same vessel; in regard to these it would remain necessary, in

cases of suspicion, to find other means of ascertaining the circumstances under - -

which they had been placed on hoard a vessel arriving from the United
Kingdom.

Custom House, London,
4th October 1898.

TRANSHIPMENT GOODS (Form No. 59).

CUSTOM HOUSE,

day of - 189
THE following Goods having been imported per
from » Which Vessel reported
day of .+ 183, have been entered for Transhipment on board
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