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—, directing the publication

Bill for the Begmtratmn of Births and Deaths in Bural Tracts.

Approving the suggestxons of the AdvocatesGeneral with regard to sectlons 9 and 16 of the

in English and the vernaculars of the Bill with the Statement of

Ob]ecti and Reasons and tequestmg the Hon’ble Mr. Wmtexbotham to take charge ofit. . -
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No. 77.‘LEGISLATIVE,’ 22%p Novemser 1898. 3

o  GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LIA . « 7 PRI L

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 595, Revenue, dated 13th Qctober 1898.

AspstracT.—Transferring to the Legislative Départment, for necessary action, the Draft Bill
for the Registration of Births and Deaths in Rural Tracts in the Madras F'residency.

G.0., No. 68, Legislative, dated 28th October 1898.

AspstrACT —Referring to the Hon’ble the Advocate-General for remarks a draft Bill for the
registration of births and deaths in rural tracts. - :

“Reap—also the following paper — :

From the Ad_vocate-(}enéral,‘(iated Madras, 11th November 1898.
o [Di-a;ft(Bill for the Registration of Births and Deaths in Rural Tracts.]

The following are the only observations which I desire to offer upon the Bill :—

Clause 9.—The second proviso to this clause is taken verbatim from section 446 (2)
of the City of Bombay Municipal Act, 1888, but it does not seem to be quite clear,
under the clause as it stands in the Bill, that it will be the duty of the mother of an
illegitimate child, in the first instance, to give information under the Act. To make
thi: clear some such words as it shall be the duty of the mother of such child to give
information under this Act and” might be inserted after the words  illegitimate

child” in the second proviso. C .

Clause 16.—1 observe from G.0., No. 214, Revenue, dated 21st April 1898,
that the Government considers that the!registrar should not be empowered to correct °
any but clerical errors and that o.tlzer-errors should be repgr?ed Sfor the ora{ers of the
§ollector. Clause 16, however, as it stands, seems to prohibit any alteration, other
than the correction of a clerical error, by anybody. Clause 16 Seems unuecessary.
The matter might be dealt with by rule under clause 22 (5). o

Clause 21.—The observation of the Government of India with lregarq. to the
finality of the order of the Collector appears to be met by the remarksin G.O.,
No. 214, Revenue, dated 21st April 1898, paragraph (VI). . |

With regard to the observation of the Government of India as to the remunera-
tion of registrars, some express provision with reference to their remuneration seems

(Signed) C. ARNOLD WHITE,
, 3 Advocate-General, ;
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-

Orper—No, 77, Legislative, dated 22nd November 1898.

The suggestions of the Advocate-General with regard to sections 9 and 16 of the
Bill are approved, and under Rule 33 of the Rules for the conduct of business at
meetings of the Council of the Governor of Fort St. George for making Laws and
Regulations His Excellency the Governor is pleased to direct the publication of the
Bill with the Statement of Objects and Reasons as shown in the annexure to these
proceedings, in English and the vernaculars. ‘

2. The Hon’ble Mr, Winterbotham will be requested to take charge of the Bill.

(True Extract.)

' - C e 4o Secretary to Government,

To the Revenue Department. / o )
Honourable Members of the Legislative Council,
Superintendent, Government Press. -
Translators to Government.

Hon'ble Mr. H. M. Winterbotham.

"
]
”
¥’

Annezure,

' [Bill and Statement of Objects and Reasons].

{Annexure, -
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 ANNEXURE. .. -«

 WHEREAS it is expedient to make provi-

..; .. sion® for the registration of births and

y e
) IR ‘ ; 3
R R ST N

. ‘\‘.‘

Bection 1, Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).
» 106 (1), Act V of 1884 (Madras).

deaths in rural tracts ; It is hereby enacted
as follows ;—

1. This Act may be called the “ Madras

' Registration of Births and Deaths Act,

189 .»
2. The Government may, by notifica-

tion, extend this Act, or any portion °

thereof, from a date to be specified in such
notification, to any district or portion of a
district situated outside the limits of
the city of Madras and of - the! munici-

: palities >constituted - under . the ! Madras

" District Municipalities Act, 1884

'3, In this Act,, unless there be some.
thing repugnant in the subject or context
a “village’ means any local area now
recognised as a village, or which may
hereafter be declared by Government to
be a village, and included in any distriet

- or portion of a district to which the pro-

visions of this Act have been extended.

e g6 T 2 s
Reglstrar means a person appomted

Section 106 (2), Act V of 1884 {Madras).

Section 2 of Act'TV of 1873 (Bengal);

243, IV of 1884 (Madras).
181 ,, II of 1888 (Bengal).
442 ., III ,, (Bombay)

1
”
»

L £}

.. registrar of births and deaths junder

s o

““section 5 of this Act, .

4, On the publication of the notification
referred to in section 2 of this Act. the
District Collector shall cause to be ,pro-
claimed by notices posted at the villace
chavadi or other conspicuous place and gy
beat of drum in every village within the

area so notified and by publication jn

the District Gazette that registration of
births and - deaths is compulsory in the
district or part of the district concerned.

| 5, From the‘ date on which such notifi-
cation comes into force, the Collector

- shall cause a register of all birthg and

deaths to be kept in each village and f

this purpose he may divide %hé villaé): |
into such wards as he thinks fit, and shall
appoint a person to be registrar of birthg
and. deaths within the village, if net
divided into wards or, in the case of the

~division of the village into wards, . for

every ward he shall appoint g person to

be registrar of ‘births and deaths in speh

ward.
3
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- @, Every such registrar shall, unless Section 3 of Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).

otherwise expressly authorised by 'the
Collector in writing, reside within the
village or ward of which he is the regis-
trar, and shall cause his name, with. the
addition of registrar of births and deaths
for the village or ward for which he is so
appointed, written - in the vernacular
language of the district, to be placed In

» 995 . Tofl884 (Madras).

» 244 (1) of Act IV of 1884 (Ma?iras).
» 182 of Act IT of 1888 (Bengal). -

s 443 (1) of Act IIT of 1888 (Bombay).

~

gome tonspicuous place on or near the

outer door of his dwelling house. .
1. The Collector shall cause to be pre-
pared and printed a suflicient number of
register books for making entries of all
bicths and deaths which take place in the
village according to such forms and 1n-
structions as may, from time to time, be
prescribed by the Governor in Council.

" 8. Every registrar shall inform himself
carefully of every birth and of every death
which happens in his village or ward after
the coming into operation of the aforesaid
notification, and shall - register, as soon as
conveniently may be after the event, with-
- out fee or reward, the particulars required
" to be. registered according to the forms:

rescribed under section 7 touching every
such birth and death as the case may be,
which has not already been registered. -

" All such entries shall be made conse-
cutively from the beginning to the end of
thebo_oli‘."‘ L L
' g, The father or mother of every child
born in the village, or, in the case of the’
default of the father and mother,. the
~midwife or other person present at, or 1n..
attendance during the child birth, or in.
default of such . midwife or .person, the-

" | occupier of the house in which such child

is born, or, in default of such occupier, the-
;erson,ha;'ing charge of the child shall,

within two weeks next after the day.of

such birth, give or cause to. be given,

' either orally or in W_ritipg, information to
the registrar, according to the best of his -

Section 4 of Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).
w396 0f Act Tof 1884 (Madras), . ¢
w 45, IV (_» )
» 183, II of 1888 (Bengal).
» 44, III (Bombay).

Section = 5 of Act IV of 1873 (Bengal).
. 897 ,, I of 1884 (Madras). -
3 246 "1y 1V 39 (’ ”» )-
,» 184, IIof 1888 (Bengal).
»w 445 (1) of Act TII of 1888 (Bombay)., - v

Section 5 (Bengal), Act IV of 1873.
s 246 (Madras), Act IV of 1884, .
1) 397 ( ”” Rl I 9y
» 184 (Bengal) ,, TII of 1888.
» 445 (1) (Bombay), Act I1I of 1888.

V (Bengal) Act IV of 1873, section 7.

(Madras) ,, Tof1884 ,, - 391,

(» J)» IV w  247(1).
(Bengal) ,, IIof 1888, ,, .185.

(Bombay) ,, III ,, » 446 (1).

knowledge and  belief,. of the several

particulars required to complete the forms:

prescribed under section 7. g

Provided that a . person mot required .

to give information in the first instance
but only in default of some other person, .

hall not be bound to give information
fm?ier this Act if it is shown that he had

reasonable cause to, suppose, that the in-
formation had been or  would be.duly:

given.

:Piovided also that, in the case of an
illegitimate  child, it shall be the duty. of |

(Bombay) section 446 (2), Act I1T of 1888,

v

v
o
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" O3ection 447, Act III of 1888 (Bombay).

- (Bengal) Act IV of 1873, section’ 8.
(Madrss) ,, - Iof1884 :3.99,'
( ” ) ” ) » 247 \2).

* (Bengal) ,, Il of 1888 , - 186.
(Bom%)ay) » I w449 (1),

om 447, Act TIT of 1888 (Bombay). -
v 45-(d), Criminal Procedure Code.

R
»

the mother of such ‘child to give infor-
mation under this Act, and no person shall,
as father of such child, be required to give
information under this Act concerning the
birth of such child, and the registrar shall
not enter in the register the name of an
person ‘as father of such ‘child, unless at
the joint request of the mother and of the
person’ acknowledging himself to be the -

, father of such child, and such person shall

in such case sign the register together
with the mother. AT RV

" 10. Incase any new-born child is found
exposed, it shall be the duty of any per-
son finding such child and of any person
in whose charge such child may be placed
to give, to the best of his 'knowledge and
belief, to the registrar,” within seven days
after the finding of such child, such in-
formation of the particulars required to be
registered concerning the .birth of such
child as the informant possesses. .-

- 11. The nearest relative present at the
death, or in attendance during the last.
illness, of any person dying in the village,
or, in case of the default of such relative,
every person present at the death, or, in -
case of their default, the occupier of the

- house, or-if the occupier:be.the person

who shall have died, each inmate livin

in the house in which such’death shall
have happened, or, in case of the default of
such inmate, the undertaker or other person

- causing the eorpse of the deceased person
- to be disposed of, shall, within forty-eight
. hours, give or cause. to be given, either

. orally or in writing, information to the
" registrar, according to the best of. his:

knowledge and belief, of the several par-
ticulars required to - complete the forms'
prescribed under section 7. .. - -

‘Provided that a person not required to |
give information in the first instance, but"
only in default of some other person, shall -
not be bound to give information unde
this Act if it is shown that ke had reason-
able cause to suppose that the information - .
had been or would be duly given. ,

.12, In case any person is found dead in -
any place, or under any circumstances not,
eovered by section 11,it shall be the duty of " -
the head of the village, in which the body ' -
is found, or the 'officer in"charge of the °
police station within the 'limits of which
the village is included, to give forthwith to "
the best of his knowledge and belief, to the -
registrar, such informution of the parti- -

.. culars required to be registered concerning

such death as the informant possesses. .- .-
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: 13, Notwithstanding :.aIV:,IYthiI-lg. con- o ' 7 | ‘ : - any erasure of the original entry, forth-
: tained in sections 9 and 11 of this Act—" . . T ' Wlthtfmte; m t:f reglzitgr 200]‘ the name
_ R S T T T T ) ' , . ~mentioned 1n the certificate as havin
. (1) In the case of persons being born Section 400, Act I of 1784 (Madras). | : ' : ‘o1 : ‘ 8
or dying in any hospital, it shall be the  » 248 (1), Act IV of 1884 (Madras). _ : L : _ begn given to the ?hlld. o
duty of the Medical officer in charge  » 186 SGCO{Id proviso, Act IT of 1888 _ : ~ - | (2) The certificate shall be in such
forthwith to send a notice in writing o ©  (ooog- - ' - form as may from time to time be pre-
the registrar of the- oceurrence of any o ; t_zcrlbed by the Govgrn_or 1 Councﬂ,. and, .
-birth or death in the hospital under, his ~Inthe case of a Christian, shall be signed -
“charge containing the "several particulars . by the minister of religion or person who
‘required to complete the forms preseribed performed the rite of baptism upon which
‘under section 73 . L . 0. tlllleial (lila.me Wa;)s given or altered, or, if the -'
" (2) Tu the caso f persons being bomn Chall b signc by 1ho father, mother o
or dying in any choultry, chattram, hotel i i : 3
ayL , ry, y botel, A guardian of the child or other person - :
‘boarding house, lodging house,. tavern, A : chi :
. " R e, la procuring the name of the child to be :
arrack or toddy shop or other place, of given or altered . :
~public resort, it shall be the duty of the L ' . .
owner, keeper or person in charge thereof, . *(3) Every minister of religion or ;
‘to ‘give the information required under ‘person who performs the rite of baptism ’
‘sections 9 'and 11 within the time and 'in shall deliver the  certificate required by . }
‘the manner specified therein, ~ ' " ;hls section Oélmdemand, on payment of a .
- T R R ee not exceeding one rupee. - |
14. Every person who has orally given Section ggg Ell)). ﬁct IVI' of 1884 (Madras). - . : ' AR . B . R P S ;
to- a registrar any' information ‘required . n:i. p At AV - oo ' o ' ion 249 (4) of Act IV of 1884 (Madras)., . 17, Any person, may at all reasonable ;
under tlﬁs Act Sh&].l sign’in the register his Ty 189, Act IT of 1888 (Bengal). o Eection 249 ( )-0 c 0 . ( a 1'38) times’ on Payment ,of a feo of four annas, | | ;
~name, description and place of abode, and, ' . for each visit, search, in the presence of L
if he cannot write; shall i put his markin * the registrar, any register of births and
“the register to his name,- desceription- and ‘ deaths, and may on payment of a further
 place - of -'abode, "these paiticulars - being : ‘ fee of four annas require the registrar to
1n such ¢case entered by the registrar. /' © , . _ JRav) . . . give an extract under his hand from such
| * " Provided 'that, in the case 6f a'person  Section 189, second proviso, Act IT of 183 A \ DR . register relating to any birth or death
. being born or dying in any hospital, the (Bengal. - provin, Aot Hhof 1838 | l : o ' S registered therein, - S
: . registration of- the birth or ‘death shall be Section'403(2),'Act: T of 1884 (Madras)." My Section 249 (5) of Act IV of 1884 (Madras).  The registrar shall have the custody of
g - ‘deemedto be completed ‘by:the entry,in  » 249 (3), Act IV . s 'y ) - : » the registers of births and deaths for ‘
:the register, of the written notice received ,' . L 1‘; \ - : _ ‘the village or ward for which he has been - o
~ from thé Medical oi’?ﬁ'eer.inv charge of ;the : i S R ' ' appointed, and -all extracts therefrom S ;
' =sa}gl hospltti?l px:escr;bed mf' se&tmnﬁ 3d' (1% , : o RN ' . : ~ given under this section shall be certified
without : the - signature : of ' the - Medical T C . : by him as provided in section .76 of th
officer to the enﬁ*y in such register, » This ’ ' _ : ’ ‘ ' ]gdian Evitli)ence ~Act, 1872, and- n(:ay bg
proviso shall  also ‘apply -in - the case ‘of ‘ : ' ‘ ' - produced in proof of the entries of which ‘
gfvzx;lmiicxgvxgézgcg;ngﬁ;ngell?slg;h."or ‘death, o . N : ' - R , they purport to be copies. . . ... .
ROE R b E I _— ’ KN
.. 15. The Reg:istrar shall; as Lsoén. '*‘gskthe' Section 403 (2), Act . I of 1884 (Madr . Y o “18(.1 )AEZ Il)::’:: 20‘:}'1:_{'-% . int ':
registration has been completed, give,on  » 249 IV, . o). Section g °§ Act i’g ﬁi 1873 (Bengal). ti%nall omitse to O vy gmien- ]
-application, free of all charge, to the per- Coneliri) Bt v TR ” 409 gi ) Tof 1884 (Maé’ras)- o 'formagonfwhich itgi;fisa(lllg’t lil. j
-son ' who gives information of ‘the birth of B T S R O " ox3of » IVof , » 0. . oiveunder sections 9 10»11y 3 'l.’
a child an extract under his hand from the -/~ <18 9t Ty ; ”  1880of , 1l of 1888 (Bengal)e . .. - {i% (2) of this Act ; o’r - ?n T
register relating to such birth. ; ;= R T 3 " . 471of , Iilof , (Bombay). ' (2) wiltully gives, or ,causes to be S R
) S -,-'u,{?“' - VU8 I . R . . , ” ] . 9 ) .‘j
-/ 16.'(1) When the ‘birth’of  any child  Section 248-A, Act IV of 188 , e : ., given, for the purpose of being - L g
‘has been registered "and, the name, if any » 493, Act III of(18t58 (%ﬁf%in;s)' ° R ; ' S - .inserted in any register of births ‘ 3
by which it was registered, is ‘altered or, _ x abey ). ‘ l\ '- X : .+ .or deaths, any false information . = =~ =~ =
if it was registered without a name when ' ‘ - ' : - touching any of the purticulars .
a name is given to it, the’ parent or guare ’ S s .. required to be known and regis-
dian of such child or other’ person pro- . ‘ : : ' .. teredjer .0 T )
curing such name to be altered:or' given fx i’ ii i L o : f 1824 (Madrae). - - (3) refuses or ngglects. to. sign his
may, within twelve months next after the : ' o ' - Section 249 (1) of Act IV 0 ( .. mame, description and place, of
registration of the birth, deliver to the ‘ -, abode or to put his mark in the ‘
registrar such ‘ certificaté’ as” hereinafter ‘ Cof : .+ . register to such particulars in © . -
mentioned, and the registrar, upon the ., contravention of section 14 of . ;
receipt of that certificate, shall, without this Act : P T e
N , . _ : - 8 . S 1
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;
|
"J
!

: . .
. ' .
s, }
F" R T T N (35 B ey - A

" ;W"’\ﬁmw’“‘””““"’"’\:- €«




| §
) ; 10 . | - | , o , 1
shall, on conviction before a magistrate, : . | : : e o
! . be liable to a fine not exceeding Rs. 10. o : ' - Co T e .
I ' 19, No criminal complaint under the : : . o L
b ~ last preceding section shall be entertained : ‘ ' W"; R |
. " by any magistrate which is not preferred . A , e
o . under the orders of a:Tahsildar or an't' (.- = o tuy L , R T RS A S T SN PR
L " officer superior to a Tahsildar. : . o ) STATEMENT OF OBYECTS AND REASONS, & -fve o' oo
' “90, ;Th'e _‘Colléctorf ; 'nié}\','j' of hisf“oﬁn‘ I. (¢“. _ , ) :] . ) . . : Since the passing of the Madras District Munigipalities Ac‘t*, 1884 (IVof 1884), thereglstm.
“ motion or on complaint and after enquiry,» . . . oo o . tion of lirths and deaths has been compulsory in municipal towns under'the provisions of
% v fine, . suspend, - dismiss. or.. remove-amy- . i .o ooiT R, — sections 243 to 249 of tlllxatl Aetr.) { }gurm;ft ;l:)zv tahlrteen g'e:;s éhat these provisions have been in
| oo o issomnt o T meglot of Lo o e bt e, [ R e, it e ns s com
E’ duty or incapacity .as such registrar or =10 &t R e i N which txl)t resent the reporting of domestio oceurrences is not legally obligato e AT ’
H - . 1 h IR TR ; - n IR SR [a) \ oo P " . . . g . . A g y ga' l’y- ,:Untll thls 18
'g for non-residence 1n the village without - ;. = o S el 9 done, the registration of vital statistics in this Presidency taken as a whole must continue to be
: the permission of the Collector, and shall , = . .= " " 00t B - inaccurate and_incomplete. The draft Bill accordingly takes power to extend the system of
! record his reasons for so doing in writing - . .. R PR R : .Y compulsory registration to the I’remdencﬂ generally, but it is not proposed to do this at once.
: O S O o S T By L e e e L _ : The Bill leaves it to the Government to bring its provisions into' effect in particular areas at its
: 7 ‘ 21, The 'Governor 1n- Council may =~ . . 0 U O o discretion. The extension will be made cautiously and gradually; large villages or rather towns
L : from time to time make rules:-— ; , R , with a population of 5,000 and upwards, being first ‘brgught!?;undg‘ri the operation . of the
S (1) prescribing the forms of regiss proposed Act. | e e e
ters of births and deaths required to be P ’ e N
i kept under this Act; and the form of : . v . L T T
certificate referred to in section 16 (2); : : oo : ‘ B P
b (2) for the inspection and examin- ‘ P . e
ation of the registers maintained . under : P .
section 5; ‘ ! : S
(3) for the conduct of the duties of . i e - i e ;
the registrar during his absence on other . . ‘ ' e T P
duty or on account of illness or other ' ) , { / ' e e o
causes : : ‘ | : ' bt _ ‘ - . ' ‘
(4) for the custody, production and - . S "P. - : ' ‘ ——
L , transfer of the registers and other records - o l ‘ S , e T ,
R kept by registrars; o o — ‘ . ‘ o X
: - (5) for the correction of clerical - : . o ‘ - . ‘ A B
b errors which may be discovered in the - T R ' ‘ . , g SR
e _ registers of births or registers of deaths. : ’ : : _ S e Loond
: __ (6) generally, to carry out the pro- ' ' : ‘ R '
: | visions of this Act. A - ' B A TR
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