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No. 595 C. W.T. ,
) GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

CIVIL WORKS.
Telegraph.

—~——y
\;ﬁ’
R

Simla, the 21st October 1898.

Review of the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph
Department for the year 1897-98,

* READ—

Letter from the Director General of Telegraphs, No. 45 T., dated the 16th August
1898, and its enclosure, being the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph
Department for the year 1897.98, - ’

CAPITAL OUTLAY.

The cap1ta1 outlay of the year amounted to Rs. 24,37,040and was distri-

buted as follows 1=

Rs,
Lines ... e e e 2183644
Buildings 1,04,311
‘Apparatus and Plant " “e 118,159
Stores and suspense e . . 49,951
24,56,065
Less—Receipts on Capital Account (in-
cluding -interest on Workshop
Capital) T e . e . 019,025
Total w  24,37,040

" Six new river cables aggregating nearly 10 miles and seven under ground
cables aggregating nearly one mile were laid during the year ; but the aban-

_donment of some 16 miles of old cables reduced the total length in use by nearly

5 miles. The expenditure on buildings includes that on the new buildings at
Shillong which were subsequently destroyed by the earthquake of June 1897
and on the new offices at Vizagapatam, Comilla and Jalpaiguri. “
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4. Yt is observed that while the progressive i .

priYate teleg.gmms has been maintaix})ed Dt:i:b:;vljal; lcnreease o tl{e aumber of Inlang

of increase in their value. This is said to be mainlen("l" falling off in the rate

of the system of delivering deferred messages by h d d P o the immductioe

formerly, the change having resulted in a alaro-g e ead of By Post a:
X o

: . : increase i
these messages. Private traffic is said to have been st;;ln fih: grOporﬁ(,n of
: ulated durin '
g the

year by speculations in grain, silver and
S s gold, and
.g t1l1enelan.(1 by ‘the ml.hcary (‘\.peratioﬁs on the fr(;ntier,azjlc:i;)g g:letlearthquake in
the plague and famine by interfering with trade in some pl 0 ommer hand
traffic qnfavourab]y. The number of private Inland P hoes aleoted the
by over 94 per cent. and their value by o oo
years. '

4 has increased
ver 77 per cent. in the last 10

In foreign private traffic there was an increase of 53,645
;645 messages or

The Inland Press telegrams nu
: arams numbered 35,910 1 '
»1,38,691 against 26,462 valued at Rs. 1,00,939 in the p?;(iozsreevalued w f
The Foreign Press messages numbered 5,278 and o

charges thereon amounted to Rs. 33,044. - fhe Indian here of the

. WorkING ExftﬁSEéQ
! 1 R " . ” .
5. The working expenses amounted to Rs. 62,66,575 equivalent to 57
£ , 35

per cent. on the gross 33

Profornzd : ese- %‘1055 1:‘evenue or 8035 per cent., if receipts from - State
messages be deducted, against the corresponding ° and

P ponding percentages of

69:33 251 revi
and 815 in the previous year. As the total working expenses exceeded
ceeded

those of 1895-97 by Iis. 51,507 the i
8 . ) 1 Y
satisfactory. | mprovement shewn by these figures is very

h.

‘

(s

The increase in working expenses is attributed mainly to the ’growth' in the
in the

0 « 3 s
gzl";x.tlons of the ‘Dopartment coupled with the heavy cost of o
:h 1101:3)1 messeng?rs to deliver deferred messages. But aroth:: ' provicing
e ear ‘q}mke of June 1897 which did much Ndamame to tel ’ caus.e .Was
and necessitated a large expenditure on repairs, S belegraph buildings

The following statement gives the distribution of

dqrmg thf; las't five years under the principal heads :— the revenue charges

LiNE MAINTENANCE,

. SieNaLLING,

Year. ‘

. Repai Office ) ‘ ann

E _ | Repairs to . Y
slfl}]agl;sh lines an@ | tores and Establish i Offce 4 O

+ | buildings, | miscolla- Total, u?en;s - ;{gylmyrs tal  stores SRR SRR
neous, . utldings, | and mis., Total, «
. celh‘meous. f ’ f.
Rs. i
o . Rs, Rs, Bs. " Rs. Rs R E
 1893-94 0.75 ' N
e | 9,75,007] 4,372 . ' i'
(90, 4,37,~70 63,623 114,75,900,35,31,694 . "
81,694 56,038 12,41,129 138 28,861+

89*‘90 10,44‘ l 5 ) bl
"es A ¥y ,21) 36 63’3 3 l & |
l | 3 3 53,54}0

2,28,733 {10,64,095

38,71,082| 56,515
o N 38,71,08% 86,515 (2,37,664 [41,65,261
,78,116| 6,67,308] 89,93¢ 18,35,360(40,24,523 61,581

- [10,20,601) 5,12,178] 76,691 |16,18,470

2,93,604 |43,79,708

189 - 8 [T} 1 0 9
2 9 | 0,4 9,3 0 6,68,998 92,883 ”,71,27(’ 51,28,353 73 930 2,93 0’2 14,95 30
‘ . ' > yJI9,Ue »wY 5

»

&

and Rs. 1

-

G

. -

FINANCIAL RESULTS. .

6, The revenue receipts of the year were as follows:—
| Rs.

~Messi\ge revenue, including State messages e ‘90,68,733
" Rent of lines, ete., on railways and canals .. 14,83,882 - -
Tent of private lines, ete. e e, .1,73,242 ‘
Sale of books, gazettes, etc. ;e B 20,753
Miscellané'ous - e 46,847
: otal . 1,07,92,957
News-free and other pro formd revenue . .. L .1,32,720
- Gmawp ToTAL .. 1,00,25,677

the pfevioué year by Rs. 19,61,277,~

. ihe total receipts exceeded those of
to Rs. 19,09,770.

{he increase in the net revenue amounting

5. 29,093,478 on account of State messages,
free and other pro formd revenue; includ-
net receipts amounted to 7-19 per

The revenue receipts include R
,32,720 on account of news-
ing"the former and excluding the latter the

cent. on the Capital outlay. -

: The financial results of
years were as follows :—

vthehrwo‘;-king__of the Deparfment for the last five

. Gross rec‘eipts ex-| - . Percenta‘ge of R;zt

Year. cluding pro formd| Charges. Net receipts. net to gross cau?" {’ n

. revenue. | 7’ : receipts. pital.

B ; . .
R Rs. Rs. Rs.

. 180394 e L) 7918526 | 5304761 26137851 330| 46l
L0805 e | TOEBL0S | BEIBAS 00,31,885 | 982 | 580
1895-96 . eee §3,60,723 | 57,83,781 | 30,76,092 3471 524

“\‘x.v . .' : ‘ . l |
1896-97 o - | ss40,402 | 62,1508 ) 26,25,424 207 | - 434
1897-98 o ] 1,07,02,057 1 62,06,575 4526382 | a3 T19

H

v

N bt
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_ The high percentage of net to gross revenue and ¢ ‘
outlay are very satisfactory results, obtained in 9 he
afford ample testimony to the high state of eff Jear of
of the Department has been brought. Exclu d.m:ncy to
“net revenue was equivalent toa return of 9 4;%})

compared with 2:37 per cent. in the previ
_ ent, o
~on record, in 1695-96. ’ previous year a

many difficulties, and

which every b
¥ branch
the State trame receipts the

< SPEED oF TRANSMIssioN,

7. The average time taken in the trangmis
S

. . . io :
deferred) over some of the principal main oy n of telegrams (excluding
. o

is tabulated be - ' routes during
ki . elow. “The mean of the average timo i the last five years
igher than in the preceding year :— - 3 ¢ lntervals was slightly
. » 1893
saction. Nw};er o 9394 | 1894.95. | 1895.96. 1896.97 189‘7' ,
miles, . [———————d . R -98, .
H. ——— .
S O - A0 [V (5O ISV N
Caleutta to Karachi - o 0| 99 Ok — R
L L 0 | : |
Karachi to Caleutta } 1,750 0 14| 0 s 012 ) 0125 0|32
Calentta to Bombay R ols2l o -26 : Ny oj12| ol13 ‘
. vid Nag-1 1,28 . ' 21 ‘ '
, Bombay t6 Caleutta) pur.~ | i 0/27| 07 POl o]
) . . . i 0 .
Calcutta to Madras o o | 83 : o | 2a 0121 01251 o 24
o 0 j R
~ Madras to Calcutta } 1’18.1 028 0' i 100 g 30
‘ . 0119 .
. Madras to Bombay . 01251 021" ' ,0 2?‘) "1V
. Bombay to Mad , 796 ' R IRART 0 |
y to Madras . : ol2s{ olos| o ~ , 17
Bombay to Karachi * .1y [ 0|22| 0|23 0|19 MEARIL
Karachi to Bomb ' } 840 : 01190 001 0~ A2i~
rachi to Bombay 010} ofj11| o] 9
. . ‘ 0 o
Rangoon to Caleutta 1 ols0) ol ss _ 1,1 010
Calcutta t ‘ 1,003 N R 53
a to Rangoon 0|32 of2s!| o2
' 41
Mean of averaces ' ‘
Tages ... 0|27
| . 01231 0|22 1 022} 0o

The falliné off in speed betwee ‘
4 veen Calcutta and Rangoon is du
_ The ] - 1e t
guctlon of cables and lines by the earthquake of June 01897 and tl(l)e t(?e -
leone_t lby i’fhe cyclone near Chittagong on 24th October. The increase ? m:lge
“ d;r?n ; (:h eSt;tee mess‘ages; the great pressure under which the lines were W:ﬂ\el;
| . ar owing to frontier operations and other excepti '
‘ » i  front er exce
accoqnt rfor the falhng off in speed on some of the other routes priosal causes

- GENERAL, -

]

8. ' -
ex_cmnin ﬂlg 31s.t December 1SQ7 there were 1,526 subscribers and 1"50"’
ge connections ‘to the Telephone Companies at Bombay,’ Calé’l;tt'-‘
LAY ] 3,

- ! ) . -
~ ara_clu, Madras, Moulmein, Rangoon and Ahmedabad. There were also 41
K 3 . Tt s0 41

high return on capital |

ex;1 cent. on capital outlay as
1nd 2'98 per cent., the highest

!\

7

C
tions under the control of the Telegraph

4

exchanges and 337 exchange connec

" Department. - -
9. The experiments in connection with simultauneous transmission on the
Morse and Vibrator signals were continued with considerable

"same wire of
mbers of messages were transmitted in this way.-

success, and large nu

iO. 'The land route to China vid Bhamd was interrupted for about 150 days -
in the aggregate. The interruptions, which occuar almost entirely in the Prov-
ince of Yunan, have driven qff what little traffic there was.

s, however, a marked improvement in the working of the Indo-

c :;‘0"1

o —=% 11. 'Ihére wa

' . - Kashmir State telegraph systems. rlfhis istoc

Siam routes, resulting in 'a material strengthening of the communication between

" India and the Far East.
agreement was entered into with the

legrams between 'the British and
ontinue in force for five years. -

12, From 1st August 1897 a new
" Kashmir State for the interchange of te

foreign telegrams, adopted by the International
Budapest in June and July 1896, took effect from
the 1st July 1897. Some of the reductions in the rates arranged at this Con-
ference took effect from the st of January 1897, but the reduced rates only
came into force on the 1st July 1897 from India to Malacea, Singapore, Sumatra,
the Celebes, etc.; Egypt (except Suakim) vid Suez, Persia vid Bushire, Russia
(Buropean) and Russia (Asiatic) vid Teheran, ‘and finally* to Japan, the last
" named reduction being one in which the Bombay mercantile community was

L much interested.

13. The i"evi‘sediu'ules'for‘
Telegraph Conference held at

| -~ 14. From the same date the Eastern, and Rastern Extension, Telegraph
Companies notified their acceptance of press telegrams at reduced rates to Egypts -
Cyprus, Perim, Aden, Obock, India, Penang, Singapore, Tabuan, Java, Cochin
S China, Tonkin, Annam, Manilla,’and the cable offices in China and Australia
at the ports of landing of the cables. The Eastern and South African Company
and the African Direct Telegraph Company ‘made a similar notification as
regards their ¢ables. From the 1st February 1698 reduced rates for Press tele-
grams have also been introduced for certain places in Brazil, Uruguay, Argen-

‘tina, Chili and Peru.

NECOE R T

N ¥

15. A cable has been laid by the Direct - West India ‘Cable Company

hetween Bermuda and Jamaica touching it Turk’s Island, thus providing a
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st “T et cable route, with its stations entirely in British territory, for . telegrams
exchanged between the United Kingdom and Jamaica.. The Eastern Telegraph
Company has 1aid a cable of 708 miles between Vigo and Gibraltar.

16. With a view to establishing telegmpﬁic conuection between the Island'-

. of Lucon‘and the Tslands of Negros, Panay and Zebu, in the Philippin»e group,
'the Rastern Extension Company has laid cables for the Spanish Government '
from Manilla (Lucon) to Cap?z (Panay) from Iloilo (Panay) to Baeolod (Negros)

~ and from Escalante (Negros) to Tuburan (Zebu). The cable offices on the Islands
of Panay and Negros, respectively, are connected by land lines belonging to the

Spanish Government.

SO RREED

SN A




- hen given for oom/ing‘ — [ PR E : o 1 R > DR
o, n copied : : ‘ . : 1 - i ‘ Lo e
) 8 (“ S n exo-..ined .‘ . 189 - | - ) | @ » .
17. The Japanese Government hag abolished_ its Tsushin Kyoku, or ceneral . 7R nvsig‘\rwd - — [ N U v .
office of correspondence, which comprised the Postal and Telegraph S;rvices, - : o \ - : o .
and has established in its stead two separate departments, namely, the Yumu , Ty | BEREEEE R N R b MRS o
Kyoku, or Direction-Generallof Poslt Offices, and the Denmu Kyoku, or Direc-- L-AQ oin GO, Noo . mmm ;| | ot i S . S
tion-General of Telegraphs, . : e g : g S R R
18., The 11ne connecting Mergui with Thayetchoung was completed on S S R R lt e 31
.30th April 1898. The unStion ‘of its extension to Victoria POi.nt is under : - ‘ - - B e N ‘ 5{ ,:
consideratio_n. : ‘ . . S ‘ ‘ | : o
-, : 19. An arrangement was made wifh the Easte . : i3 - '3" o o L y _‘: , 7 ' , : 1 R i
under which, during the monsoon dail i T-e legraph Comp 8% S L ' o : SRR R Do .o > -
g 8 X » QALY messages were received {rom the Sey- : L ' S R R S ,
chelles, and some 101.1g special messages from the Cape, Mauritius and Zangi- vamene. .- P N A ’ $
bar, giving information as to the Progress of the monsoon and the meteoroloeical o e I A B o L R i .
conditions prevailing in the Indjan Ocean, . e WX o TS S SO R |
. = AR . e ) 'y i + ! ; ‘ ; o
.o S - : B Lo | i : , ]
'20. The Government of Ind1a d!esu'e to record their appreciation of the : ' ‘ . f ! | 2
services rendered by Mr. W.F. Melhuish, Deputy Director General, who retired . L i N | : ‘
on the 25th May 1897, of Mr. 0. E. Pitman, C.LE., Chief Superintendent 1 RN A R ‘ R TR R ;
Punjab Division, and of Mr, I, Truninger, Chjet Telegraph Qficer Tirali O . G l by s
Expeditionary Field Force. The services of othep officers of the De a’rtm- \ SN B PO 400 I o
which have been mentioned in Paragraph 86 of the Direotor Generali’)s ent , AR Rt B . |
have also been noted with satisfaction, ' : o | Tepor i | ‘» % St . -*
- 21. The Administration Report was receiveq from the Direetop General of S SR RO N ], o f B R A
Telegraphs on the 18th August 1898, a week earlier than 1ast year. Tthagt 0 R I NS UL U IR R B IR R I SR T R
carefully prepared and contains a record of results, ol een ) | ‘
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eflect great credit 0
C. H. Reynolds, QL.

an eventful | R R B TS S B B A o)
which in the - R E R R S 1 Rk b R ,
n'.the_ admin- B »

> and on the work

year presenting more than the usual -numb

opinion of the Governor General in Council

‘ o ~ istration of the Director General, Mr.
- of the officers serving under him.
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. OrpER.—Ordered that a copy of this Review be forwarded {, the Dircctor LRy or Govmemx R . , | o .
- QGeneral of Telegraphs for information., . R B SRR RS ” ‘.
Also that copies of the Review with Report be forwarded to the Secreta . B E R ‘ : IDERCEE (U TR Y IR NSO R
: | of St t 4 Iy : Lzrran or Govamrwumyr.” - . - oo : \ P G :
The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western Provinces ate, e Home CLor o - T R N A P B o TR s
and Oudh, the Punjab and Burma, , Department of the - o B s s v ! R T DR R I R .
The Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, Assam and Coorg. G . e o ' . T b TR . R . ‘ S ool ! e
The Residents at Hyderabad and in Mysore, , overnment of Indla,‘ v o P R S N DA N o L
The Agents to the Governor General in Central India, Rajputaca’ and Baluch- the Loeal Governments : o o b
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. . . g .. pe=s L i ‘- . ' . £ Ll . PR R
noted on the margin, and to the Government of Ceylon, for informatjon, ‘¢~ *¢=-%3~= : e L s Y I TR B T IS s ST
Ordered also that the Review be published in Part I of the Gazette of Yoo ARRRAUS RN T B S A E Y R I APEIET AN
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