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Bovine tick fever.

Passing orders ot letter from the Government of India desiring that all shipments of
Australian horses landed at ports in the Madras Presidency should be carefully watched with
a view to minimizing the danger of the == being introduced into this country.



o~

2 ' Nos. 45, 45A, Revenve, 26tn JaNUARY 1898.

Lo

&

[N

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 5270, Revenue, dated 9th Octobor 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from E. MACONOCHIE Esq
Secretary to the Government of India (D:epartn:
culture), to the Secretary to the Government of
14th September 1897, No. 1401—44-9 :—

The fact that, during the last shi
Madras, and a part of them railed to Bombay
tract in Queensland, where the tick plague iss
do not allow stock from within it to cross its border
Government of India to the possibility of a new and
at any moment into India from abroad. Farly me

.necessary legislative authority to prohibit or control
infected areas,

2. But, in the meanwhile, it is ‘} ‘ .
horses landed at ports in the Madra ery desirable that "all

view to minimizing the danger of the pest bein
regard to the terribly fatal nature ofpthe dis]e:i
I?(tillla’ an((iﬁz;? to the immunity of Indian cattle
ot the cordial co-operation of the Governor in Council, in adont] 1
1 : , opting such
meas;re;) as ma}lf b;a possible, pending the grant of fuller powcg‘s bé; th(:a I?ég?;:&orgary
- Proposals for legislative action are now being consid i .

g)gmliﬁte% .fo;-l the opinion of Local Governments. A ilemc;:'aﬁfi?matll)'; v:llllé ;ﬁzrt:éobe
& :enu L beiwo . Yﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁi}; all?;partgnent,f 01111 bovine tick fever is also being I?rinter(i

] : series of the agricult les Wi
supplied as soon as possible for the information ‘o ?};e lgzlve]r;dlﬁgg’t ﬁdMg‘:lms will be

e, and the doubt as to its existence in
, the Government of India are assured

Order—Mis. No. 5279, Revenue, dated 9th Octlober 1897.

" The Iette? from .the Government of India will be co

intendent, Civil Veterinar
y Department
date, a short report on the If;ture

(True Extract.)

B (Signed)  @. 8. FORBES,
To the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, Ag. Scerctary to 60vernment.
through the Board of Revenune (Revenue Settloment). ;

S s

Reap—also the following Procecd;
g Procecdings of the Board of
Land Records and Agriculture), Mis, No, 896%, ?:t‘:lngs

RBead—again Board’s Proccedings,

(Revenue Settlement
h November 1897 :—

Mis. No. 8510, dated 19th October 1897,

Anstracr.—Forwarding to the Superintendent, Civil V.

No. 5270, Revenue, dated 9th October 1897, elerinary Department, .G'O" Mis.

L.C.8., Officiating Under
ent of Revenue and Agri-
Madras, dated Simla, the

Pping season, a shipment of horses was lande

which had been brought direct fr(;(rina:.
o prevalent that the Coloniul authoritics
has directed the attention of the
virulent disease being introduced
asures will be taken to obtain the
the importation of live-stock from

¢ shipmeﬁts of Australian
s Presidency should be carefully watched with a
Introduced into this country. Having
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. being sent to the temporary yard.”
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Read—also the following letter from the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department,
Madras, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and
Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 4th
November 1897, No. 1009 :— '

I have the honour to forward, in answer to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 8510,
dated 19th October 1897, a short report on bovine tick fever.

9. Bovine tick fever is a discase of the blood, characterised by destruction of the
bleod corpuscles. It is associated with a discharge of blood-coloured urine, rapid
wasting, and in most cases a high fever. It is a disease affecting cattle only, though
horses and even birds may be medium of conveying the tick, which only produces the
disease. : : .

The duration of the disease varies, proving fatal or disappearing in a few days,
recovery, however, is associated with great debility, and there are frequently relapses.
In some cases animals never regain their strength, in others recovery takes place after
weeks and months. The mortality varies greatly. A hot weather outbreak isusually
more fatal and from this period as the temperature of the atmosphere falls, so do
gradations towards the mild non-fatal form of the disease. There is small room for
doubt that this disease is identical with texas fever of North America and the lately
noted Ixodic anemia in Jamaica. Similar diseases are reported from Roumania (1888)
and in the Cape of Good Hope (1870).

.8, The tick Jzodes Bovis and Boophilus Bovis is red and smaller than the ordinary
tick of horses. In the larval stage the tick has only three pairs of legs. 1In a weekit
is provided with another pair of legs and in another the tick becomes sexually mature.
The full-grown tick may lay eggs (2,000) for about eight to fifteen days, which take
from fifteen to forty days in hatehing, depending entirely on the temperature
prevailing. - : ‘

- 4. Tn Australia laws are in force providing for the quarantine to a period of 3—4
months of all animals intended for removal from an infected areato a clean one. In
America complete isolation is enforced between March 1st and December Ist of each
year to prevent the introduction of the disease into non-affected areas from infected
districts. ' o ’ . .

5. With regard to steps being taken to prevent the introduction of the discas
into this country, I beg to bring to your notice the following :— ‘

¢ At present Queensland is the only infected area noticed in Australia and as the
quarantine regulations are so efiiciently and strongly enforced by the countries border-
ing that country, no animal capable of contaminating herds in this country is likely to
reach here except it be shipped from ports in Queensland, such as Brisbane and New
Castle. Therefore, shipment of animals arriving from Sidney and Melbourne may be
regarded as clean. With regard to horses from Queensland, onlanding they should at
once be sent to some temporary stabling where facilities for examining the horses
should be put.up. ' This place must also be convenient for burning refuse and bedding
and have a sufficient supply of water. The horses should be examined and inspected
weekly and should be cleaned and disinfeeted as often. o

“The detention of the horses in these temporary stables for the period of one
Ilr?lonth would probably be sufficient to prevent the introduction of the tick into Madras

roper. o '

P No fodder at all should be allowed to be landed except for the purpose of

6. I would like to point out that an examination of the horses on the ship would
be almost if not quite useless and until the wilder horses have been, to a certain extent,
handled, a complete and satisfactory examination could not be made, having a fair
regard for the life and limbs of the examiner, except at the expenditure of great time.

7. As to the assistance required, a qualified Veterinary Surgeon should be in
charge of the temporary yard and that would be sufficient, as the cleaning and dress-
ing would be done by the ordinary syces under his supervision.

I g

T v
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- If Act II of Madras is applicable to this disease, it should be putin fo d th
rce and the

Superintendent may be appointed pou
. " nd-keepe
superintending the pound among s{)aﬁ at h(ie: I:;'viceue would find an efficient man for

- If Act IT of Madras does not appl ‘
. 13 t i 8
Madras might be influenced not to recI:)eI{v}; sgs;;]ceteglifave’
would be compelled to make other arrangements a5 tor
he would probably require municipal authority.’

tlilgn ;}}eh stable-keepers of
» 10 which case the shi
such as temporary stabling, for \:rll)gslrx

Resolution—Mis. No. 8960, dated 6th‘Nover(nber 1897,

The report of the Superintendent, Civi i
e cie TopOXtof 1 ent, 1vil Veterinar
submitfed, e taken, pepdmg lleolglat%on, to proven
2. But little scems at present to b ‘
. ms at p e known about i i
of Australia, where }it is rife. By some it has begn til(lliriitlfgzse’vvei}c’ﬁnt}llg those F ver
exas fever

of America. Veterinary authorities
. generally a . s
immune, though they may act as media of co}x;mflﬁ?i;:ioose of opinion that horses are

y Department, on tick feve
Dey . r, and
t 1ts introduction into Madxzas 18

8. From an article in the Veterinary Journal of October 1896 on  tick f ‘
ever

in Queensland,” the Board learns that, when ne i
ﬁ;i?d oj seandi allt% may cause tick fev,er when tggr gggcgloeg&‘;}if;;césgrq srqa}ler than a
statéd tﬁai; o ;1 i : :qm: ]ourgal for August 1895, in a paper on tgxlg: l?ble to th.e
stated that carriedeb 1st hransnntted to qattle by the cattle tick (DBoophilus Bth?r, P
infection s carti 1yt de progeny o_f ticks .Whlch mature on infected cattleomle’ ot
the Jsensels * otm:l a 1(13 _by them dm?ctly into the blood of susceptible ca%‘czlm i
ticks ha oﬂ_g s;de(_zfetht eir host are said usually to remain upon it till matu o e
theg; all o L, a d if they fall on grass or on any other congenial resting plac 131, when
ggs in about seven days; the eggs are hatched in about twenbt I)d e
young ticks are at once ready to attack any cattle that come in their vg;y wysand the

4. The infected area in Australia is at present confined to Queensland, Practi ‘.

cally, no cattle are imported for sale in thi i
1y, this Presidency, the onl :
:)he;nZis g};gie lfé);'rz:e ;)];; tt'hi 0vnoyatg,rfe.th.From ex’lquiries ma{ée of Magr:: %sta%i'g%%}:ﬁpgg;r
3 e of this year’s shipments of ave ,
ggljlianel or {\Tew Cagxtl'ez the ports of the affected grea, anci) t}]::; s;?)ngdvai e o
believ(;(:?tr% es prohibiting the transfer of stock from an infected to a clee et
believed 0 c,.ebmost: rigidly applied, and there seems "to be little likelihan darea the
disea ?ro ;u:l% axé)u;ih(tl from other parts than those above named. In case O:f aOf ht'he
ected area, it is as well to be prepared . ure
that (;anxl‘;eh adbopted pending special legislationparg dfsch:;gl tl})lsl;l\;: tbo'ds ot procedro
- 5. Whether by direct contact or otherwis i ich ca .
. ! e, the ticks which
;1;3&&;1 ifa.tlglt(;? rtr?élbebconveye(alddfrom one animal to anothelg, a‘:la(;l thgr BS(I));:Sd' th?f
. ¢ rega ¢ ol i i i N
meannl?ng e ofy1866. 8 rded as a * contagious or infectious disease ” within ﬂ? e
he question, however, is a tick-i '
ever, 13 whether a tick-infested h ich s (
ﬁc;r(xis;q,l,uzzces, tf;;?m ihe tick, can be said to be “attacked b(;fr;q"e’itzw(}';;xl'cf%l ;uﬁ‘e‘rs no evi
under” § ) ‘willasl’l’ltth e gl_eanmg of sections 4 and 7 of the Act. It’: mi"?ltl? taboarin
tho borso " has nfak 1seas§,' for as regards the necessity of preven%ino :hargued tpat
the disense 1t tan “he 1%;). ifference .Wl.lether the horse has it in his tc;loog fproad (’)f
cou i,on G e e ;;s ”litsvrlgeesher flt Inconveniences him or not ; but unfox(')truglz;tgll‘Qi
[ r i 1
has bIcen received under section 4., elers ovly to fhe animal, regarding which noticye
t 3 13 . L] *
Ll th]:t %otivclﬁ{?;lf(:}nto(fl ﬂllle spirit of the Act, but requires a straining of the lett
hold that “labourinsé- eunde(;r’s’e, othetrm.se apparently in sound health, s a:ta?:{{etg
v”o r 8 contagious or infectious di ; ,
ment is prepared to take this view, the Board fcars thgt stl(li;sfsg i’s li)xlxlatplll)lllilcc:gleovem-
0.

6. Under section 335 of the Madras Munici
: . . Tunicipal Act 1
:a?;tﬁ:s,s}lllzzse-hnes, veterinary infirmaries, cart-sIt)zmds,(3 c:tﬁi-slfjdéts, 3&1 lggry' e
y sheep or goats or ten cattle are kept or are allowed to be togethery or ?nl;o;}llcl)i};
. " ) ,
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sheep or goats or two or more cattle

i ich six or more ) .
ses of g:olflilt Y;gwlre to be licensed, and the Presu(ilgnt I;la)lfl .atdany ttl'me
hown and ant it according to s iscretion

T O o i Tt might be possible to

lations as he thinks fit.

oo ]hem with the condition that no horses or cattle
rea hereafter declared infected should be
he origin of any shipments can always be learnt

T
the places licensed. ] public yards are closed against animals imported
‘ . Ifall puoo ¥ ail themselves of

i may probably be compelled to av . :
.o that 18 Pre;glﬁg?irtfiisthexg l?y Gov.e);nment on such terms as to inspeetion,
‘ 4 disinfection. as 108y be determined upon. Except in the above round-
segregatmn m;atisfactory way, the Board cannot devise any means of adopting proper
utiona‘:; measures in advance of the proposed 1eglslat1011.’ . .
proct s mportation of horses from the affected area’is expected during the
7. A8 not}is I;:here\ is no immediate oceasion for action ; but the Board thinks 1t .
next feﬁ-mgf thatt the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, should look out
well to ¢ tlr&e gite for a segregation camp, and should prepare a rough estimate of the t
for & 2 anstructing temporary shelter for, say, 150 horses.. There will certainly be
;%sg ,gfpocr:ati"n during the current rainy season; and the necessary shelter from the

gun can be best given by pandals of palmyrah leaves, which can be burnt after use.

and under such
cancel all such

(True Copy and Extracf.) ’

~ (Signed) | R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
C o Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Departinent.

” Saperintendent, Civil Veterinary Department.

Resp—again G.0., No. 10754, dated 21st December 1897, w
ApsTRACT.—Agreeing with the Board of Bevenue in the views expressed by it with regard to

the proposed legislation to prevent the introduction into India of animal pests and contagious

Jdiseases affecting live-stock, and informing the lGov‘ernment of India accordingly. -

Ozper—No. 46, Revenue, dated 26th J anuafj 1898, ‘
"~ ' The Government doubts whether
~bovine tick fever can be rightly classed
. as an infectious or contagious disease as’
defined in Madras Act IT of 1866, and therefore considers it safer not to attempt to

deal with the disease under that Act. | _
n made by the Board in paragraph 8 of the second of the papers
adopt, pending the legislative

Miscellaneous.

2. The suggestio
read above may therefore be the only feasible course to

enactment tromised by the Government of India. R |
3. The Bu..d, however, reports that there is mo immediate likelihood of the.
importation of any animals from tracts where the disease prevails and, accordingly,
before decisive action is taken in the matter, the Government of India will be requested
ctment may be expected to become

to inform this Government when the proposed ena
law. In the meantime, the suggestions of the Board contained in paragraph 7 of its
Proceedings are approved. The proposed site should be selected in communication

with the President of the Municipal Commission.
- (True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. S FORBES,
_Ag. Secretary to Government.

Mo the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
' Land Records and Agriculture).

. ,» the Local and Municipal Department.
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Copy to the Government of India, Revenue and Agrieultural Department for

information.

Exd. Shaik Kariw,

60 Copres.

Endorsement No. 45A.

(Signed) N. E. MARJORIBANKS,
Ag. Asst. Secretary to Government.
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