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0 , * DRI ¥ o - 4
. . ' ) . T o i Madras.
[ - RS an S | Geder 7 °57“”‘
I A . . I ) o . . i , e "-f&" N
&8 Lo A : : . (;D ate\ Au ;yCV 0" P an
; W - : I : _ : ' o, Mis. + 3403,
7 = . - ) . L. ~ ) ) g!/‘ [
e : : . A D ,& /é( hat- ¢ ‘ ‘; 3; .
- I L | . C . Dated 30th August 1€98.
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~ i . } ) lli - N '
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[} o . \‘. .
R e S oo S . SUBJECT.
. . _" Co ' - e - A ' - \m{ . Submitting to GOVernment the. report.
’ ‘ o ’ \ ’ ; “ﬂ ; called for with reference to the com-
- . ¢ A * plaints made by the lianchester Chamber
. . ‘ of Commerce regarding the alleged
. , : . ' ‘ coo ‘ I;‘ detention by the lladras Sea Custonms
. . . T I - ) 7 ) Authoritiss-ef. goods belonging to the
. . . , - .o : O firm of llessrs ligorlee Noss Ram Doss
o g . SO ‘ ' : and Co, Madras, bringing to the notice
’ . . - of Government the nractice of ignoring
. the local appellate. Authorities and
; getting the shippersfto appeal to the
. home authorities thgough the lianches-
- g ter Chamber of Commerce and requesting
; l Government to move the Government of
- ! India to make a strong representation
to the Secretary of State on the
¢ subJect ,
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. Chamber of Commerce, Manchester,
My Lord, 16th May 1898.

I am desired by the President of this Chamber to submit to you
the following complaint as to the conduct of the Collector of Sea |
Customs at Madras toward a kLighly respectable native firm—>Messrs. 3
Morlee Doss Ram Doss and Company—of that port, who are customers |
of & leading India merchant in this city. |

The gist of the complaint is a peremptory demand for the immediate
payment of certain penalties, made in a letter, of which I have the 4
honour to enclose a copy, under a threat of stoppage and sale of *all 1}

FURTHER PAPERS.
Lt

&.0. No. ‘ Department. Date.

3"1”%@»

future importations * of the native firm in question.

The Chamber is informed that the yarns in respect of which the
penalties were imposed were detained for some months by the Madras
Collector of Customs, pending the testing of the yarn by the appraisers. ‘;
Repeatedly during this period of detention the firm applied to the l

;
]
1
i
i

Collector to have the yarn tested, and was always told that the-head
appraiser was too busy to attend to the matter.
The sale of the yarn in question would have realised more than the
amount of the penalties without recourse to future importations. .
In putting before you this statement, I am to observe that the . oo M

I

T A T ¥ TSN Ty

7
s .._" LY Y

Chamber bas no_knowledge of the circumstances under ivhich tlre
penalties were imposed, and therefore has no desire to call in question g
the justice of their imposition. It appears to the President, however,e; - ,
that the long delay in testing the yarn, and the peremptory demand for* —. ¢
immediate payment under threat of the needless stoppage of futurc = ¢ ;
importations which might themselves be perfectly in order, constitute oLl 'i
together a vexatious exercise of authority, to which the attention of the . ]
Government of India may be usefully drawn. e 1
I am therefore respectfully to ask that the Indian Government may . . ‘
be informed of the circumstances now laid before you.

I have, &c., :
Erwsan HEwy, Secretary.

. The Secretary of State
i | = - for India. B ’

-

. ) ' ~ Enclosure in above.

From the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to Messrs. Morlce
Doss Ram Doss & Co., Madras.

No. 2492 G. Sea Customs Collector’s Office, Madras,
N 23rd April 1898.
The undersigned has the ‘honour to invite their attention to the
N C ’ . . . . marginally noted correspondence®
y "R G et T 895 from his’ Offce, and. to. inform
them that if the penalties therein
imposed are not paid at once, all future importations by them will be
stopped and the goods sold, and the penalties deducted from the sale
proceeds under Section 193, Sea Customs Act.

F. C. MaxrsuaLL,
Ag. Dy. for Ag. Collector, Sea Customs.

- . o g . - PP -
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India Office,
,@HBD« 16th June 1898.
’5\ . .

)

| ‘- Revenue,
- /é % /575'- 2 No. 103.

To His Excellency The Right HemSurable The Governor
General of India in Council.

My Lorp,

rtment. Case of I forward, for the consideration of your

Mg;;b Lzllslo’ClZ:loD”;;s ?:Z,f Doss & Co. Excellency in Council, copy of a letter whichyhas

__———— been received from the Manchester Chamber of

. - Commerce (with its enclosure) regarding the

alleged detention by the Madras Customs autho-

rities of goods belonging to the firm of Morlee
Doss Ram Doss & Co.

* Dated 16th May 1898, and enclosure,

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
_— Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

£« R (Signed) GeorRGE HaxILTON.

' 6402. 1. 989. A
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Droceedings of the Bourd of Heherme

(Separate Revenue), )

Ry Dated 30th August 189 g.
MisNo. 3403, ' :

Read endorsement of Government, Revenue Department,liis, \
No, 3046, dated 20th July 1898 and t

Doard’s reference there&pn HoibB33, dated 235th July 1898 ,to
the Collector of Bea:Cunstoms; lladbas, for report,

Read also the following letter from J.N,Atkinson Eséhire,
I.C.S., Collector of Sea Customs, lladras, No.5486,G, dated 16th
‘August 1898: -

" In reply tc Board’s Reference No.383, dated 25th ultimo,
forwarding for renort a complaint made by the lManchester Cham- %
ber of Commerce to £he Secretary of State, regarding the delay ?

,@ﬁw in this Custom Hou;e in testing yarns imported by llessrs lLiorlee 3
- ;

Doss Ram Dods and Co of this city, and the treatment rmeted out

this firm :
" topby the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, I have the honour

Lok e r A emm

to report as follows: -

2. The statement of the Secretary of the Manchester Chamber

of Commerce that'" Repeatedly during this pericd of detention
. .

the firm applied to the Collector to have the yarn tested,and

wap




£l was al#ays told that the Head Appraiser was too busy to attend

to the matter" is absolutely untrue. I have now before me the

papers connected with the import'of cotton yarns by this Tirm

| and from them it is evident that great delay did occur in the

examination of certain yarns; but such delay was invariably

CogEl e ol o

caused either by the absence of the Agent or Gumastah appoint-

, ed by lessrs Mgorlge Doss and Co. to witness the testing of the

A

\‘ [} y
yarn or by the firm’s requests for further reéligg’or- and this
{ ) B

-~

-

v

g

r Sy

accounts for five months out of the whole neriod, - by the firm’s

R L T o

.
R A e T S, s

deliberate ignoring of communications from this office. In no

T

single instance was delay caused by the Appraiserslor by any one

-

of" the Custom i{ouse employeesr/who were on the other hand put to

L e, ™
i

great inconvenience by the non-attendance of liessrs ligorlee Noss

Ram .Doss’s representative on the days apreed upon ror the work,
‘ Y g

P R A P

T e e e ks s

| ! 3. The testing of the Jarn commenced at the end of August 1892

A TR T

1 but so dilatory was the importer that the Hesad Appraiser reported

? o the matter to the Collector on 1st October, and under orders of

the latter pressed the importer’s gumastah to attend, but without

|
’ any successs.. Then the firm complained of the delay to lr,Thomson

1. the then Collector, and an enduiry into the complaint was held by 7

him at which lir.Goverdhana Doss, a member of the firm, was present,

lir, Thomson’s note of this enquiry recorded at the time, is as fol-

delay I
lows, ' The whole AN 1s due to the opetitioner?s own self, He

'
:

f agrees to send his gumastah two hours & day from noon tomorrow

t

\ Tor a fortnight—agfeédﬁ. Such was the zgreement made on 2nd Novem-

NS -
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ber, and it was broken the very next day,

i ==

%when Messrs Iigorlee Noss

o 24“4 Do.!.f.;
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Ran Doss’s gumastah failed to attend at the Custom House, put-—

:.\‘v\ -

S an
S ity

tin;. in a written excuse , which I hold, that he had other

(RSN

it

R

business to attend to. It was abundantly evident that the firm ’

"

e

was in no hurry +to get the reeling finished, and cleag’ the -

Awtia

) yarn; and so, with now and again a day or +two’s attention to

e b

reeling, and for the rest a complete disregard of the reminders

ey

. \ issued from this office, the fiﬁm contrived to spin out time o
w - . .

v WSS ', 2o |
. till 23rd rebruary when a .répresentative arrived from Bombay on

. 3

behalt of the shippers, Sir Jaccb Behrens and Co. ’

Wegsos v

4, The real fact was that Mdorlee Noss and Co., were in com-
A

§§ munication with the lanchester shippers of their yarn regarding P

the discrepancies discovered by this Custom House, and , as it

takes about a month to write and receive replies from llanches-

e

PRep

_‘,.E.,'ﬂ(-,

LR QA

ter, they reported the result of one series of testings and

ey

4 F L b

awalted the Lanchester renly before moving further in the mat- :

at :
ter. This accounts Tor their affec@}on of a desire to get the ~

‘ testings completed.and the actual indifference evident in

Y

HRE ALY
oterpte 63,

st

tneir conduct, i

u.

Y

5. The testing of their Grey Yarns was commenced at the end

P i T O

T

< B e,

ey

, of August 1897, and it was not until the end of Pebruary 1898
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when Mr,Stansfield, an expert in cotton yarn arrived in I

iadra%
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sent by the shippers ot the yarn, Sir Jacob Behrens and Co,, to

%
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settle the dispute  that any continuaus testing was done. The .

o N

Mo

yarn was then re-tested vy lir.Stansfield or by the Head Ap-

Nk g

T
o

pralser in lLir,Stansfield’s presence and found to be of short

1

3
LY
. 4*\@:
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iy s
:\‘; I

; 3y o . length, Ir,Stansfield and the Head Appraiser signing the tests. .
S8 B 7 ‘

Ey S
27208
g

3
oL €r




i i - R R o - B ' T — - -~ ~ - - - - o
- ' 7 ' Ll g55e ° ! 8 o n
6, T attach a statement showing the dates on which lMgorlee ’ O " making charges on thée unsupported testimony of an Interested
@ ; . ¥
noss Ram Doss and Co.were written to, and the dates of thelr ! importer backed by his equally interested shippers, whose ,
replied in the case of a single shipment Ex "Clan Grant',from ' , ; goods were proved on the evidence of their own cotton expert
wﬁich the amount of trouble given to this office will be seen. ‘ to have been packed in contravention of the law; and neither
7; mhe second complaint made by the lianchester Chamber of Commerce i of whom, importers or shippers, have ventured to have recourse )
is witii reference to the peremptory demand for immediate paymnent j R ] ‘
’ ' f t.o the ordinary appellate authorities constituted by the Sea
of the penalties imposed by me, ynder the threat of the stoppage Ct Ll . \
X ; Custons law".
and sale of future importations of this firm’s goods. I can only ® ; "
;mT! - e i e e ——————————
say that lessrs Mpnrlee Doss and Co brought this upon themselves- i I
RESOLUTION: -
%hen imnosing the penalties I ipfprmeqthéﬁk that if they felt E
‘. In its endorsement Mis,No,3046, Revenue, dae 3
aggrievéd they might appeal to the Board of Revenue within thrge 1 . { ]
. : ‘ ted 20th July 1€98, Government called for a report on the com- B
months of the date of my order; and if they had paid the penal- ; %
S : ' i plaints made Ly the Chamber of Commerce, llanchester, to the i3
ties and appealed to the Board no such peremptory demand would have ' o B
) : ! Secretary of State regarding the delay in lMadras Sea Custom
- 3 ?‘
been necessary. Bup they had throughout behaved 1in so extraordi- | | '
: ' ® douse in testing yarns imported by liessrg llorlee Doss Ram Doss N 1
nary a manner, treating all my letters and reminders with indiffe- % ' .
: ' : and Co, and regarding the peremptory demand for immediate-
\ . '
rence, that when they took upon themselves to disregard my orders % . .
: payment of the penalties imposed DLy the Collector of Sea o
imposing the penalties and directing re-shipment of the yarn. I ' . ;%
; TR L ' T e ‘ ' Customs, liadras, wnder the threat of the stoppage and sale ;%
hiad no alternative but to abply to them the provisions of the law C ?i
: : of future importations: Bf that firm’s goods. %
inﬁended to meet such cases, In one case my order: reached them ’ | ﬁ
: , 2, .The letter of the Collector of Sea Customs, ladras,read » ¥
on the 26th January and in the ‘other on-the 12th larch 1898 and ) o, :
e o v oot et 1p et o o a s TN ®* 1\" above deals fully with the facts conneeted with the case.With
no notice was taken of these orders for more than a ncenth af}er‘ : , ‘ . '
e ‘ e e e T reference to the first complaint, it is reported that the
the latter date., I venture to think that there was abundant jus-
st ' great delay that occurred in the examination of certain yarns
titication for peremptory orders such as I then issued.
: was invariably caused ejther by the absence, of the Agent or
8. T hope the Board will bring these racts prominently to the .
Gumastah appointed by liessrs lMorlee Doss Ram Doss and Co to
P .
notive of the Government of India and will ask that Government to - |
: ' witness the testing of the yarn, or by the firm’s requests
revresent the matter to the Secretary of State, with a view to the
X for further reeling or by the firm’s deliberat®r : ignoring of
lanciiester Chanber of Commerce being sh&wn the impropriety of : - /.,
: ) . - i v

. T VAP voooy
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communieations from the Collector’s office; and that in hé single

instance was delay caused by the Appraisers or any subordinatesof

1 T0 75
the Custom House, who were on the_hand put to great inconvenience
L Y
%
by the non-attendance of the firm’s representative on the days

P
j
agreed upon for the work/lThe Collector,therefore,rightly takes

objection to the statement of the Secretary of the Lianchester
Chamber of Commerce that "repeatedly during this period of de+

tention the firm applied to the Collector to have the yarn test-

edland was alwaiys told that the Head Appraiser was too busy to
attend to the matter" as being absolutely untrus, The real fact
appears to have been that the Tirm affected a desire to get the
testings completed, while they held communigation with the lanches-
ter shippers of ﬁheir yarn regarding the discrepancies discovered

by the Custom House and awaited reply before moving further in the

<

matter, .
‘-
o second
3. The circumstance’ which gave rise to tthcomplaint is that

the '
WhenAyarn was Tound short when tested ihlthe bresence of a cotton

expert from Bombay who appeared on behalf of the shippers, the

3

wers confiscated and ordered by the Collector to be re-r:n -

2]

bales
47106 ‘C’,
shipped, lLlessrs ligorlee Doss Ram Doss‘disregarded the Collector’s

crders imposing %he penalties and direetingurarshipment of the

yarn and treated his letters and reminders with indifference and
4

A

.

the Collector issued the peremptory order referred to in eccord-
ance with the provisions of the law intended to meet such cases,
and he was amply justified in so doing,

-f—
4

. | In this connection the’ Roard wishes to pedint point out that

Oy

9

M 1 D B ¢ .
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it has becéme a practice of late for the ‘importers to ignore
the legally constituted appellate authority here and po get
the shipners to appeal to or move the home authorities through
the Manchester Chamber of'Commerce. One such representation was
nade to the India. .ofifice and sent out here for report last yeax
and two in the current year, As regards the first case, viz
that regarding the bleached cotton goods cut:in their prepara-
tion for tlie market, the Tinal decision/which is in accordance
with the ladras practice/was communicated in Government Order
Llis,¥o, 2133, Revenue, dated 17th liay 1898. The report on the
second case, viz that regarding the practice of "stuffing"ex-
tra hanks into thke bundles of short weight cotton yarn, was
submitted to the Government of India in Government Order Ilis,No
3044, Revenue, dated 20th July 1898, Tha case now under teport
is ‘the third, It is hardly necessary to point out that this
pract;ce of passing over the local appellate authorities not-
only causes uﬁnecessary correspondence but also eventually de-
prives the importer of his righb of appeal, the time for which
under section 188 of the Sea Customs Act, is limited to three
montns from the date of the order of the Collector of Customs.
It is due no doubty to the imﬁorter’s refusal to pay the ex-~

I

porter for his wares and the latter having no representative
on the spot to attend to his interests; but.khe Board must
bring to the notice of Government the impropriety of the lan-

chester Chamber of Commerce making charges against itselr 05;

its officers on the unsupported testimony of an interested -. -
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import, v ¥ ni
¢ : er backed by hnis eéqually intarested shippéers as in the

\ case under report,

/
7%
71

5. In thes i ste ]
e Clrcumstances, t4e Board requests that Govern-

i~

ndia and move that Government to

max E', ~ . 2 4
-

subject,

-
(True copy ang extract)

el conhy™
Acting Secretary,

5.9 -G%-

To the Secretary to Gov Jepart t
-epartment, with

srnmnent, Revenue

enclosures retufned

]

Foh
.!?7779

4
hl

AT et AR | TR

P
T A= LD e i e

¢

O
.

10.

.- . Hext day the Gumastah broka the agree-

CL AN. GRADNT,

Reeled"and found short ON ——cm e 30th August 1897,
Called for explanation anq rep%y
received ask}ng Tor further reeling
but not sending any one to witness it--~ 9th September 1897
Called on them to be present hut no
notive takenldf:oletter on-=-—--meeemmmee—— 13th No i
Reminded then tb send Gumastah on-—-————- £2nd Do 4
No Gumastah appearing, Head Appraiser‘
reported the matter to Collector on—————- 1st Cctober 1897
Head Appraiser met Gumastah who came

kns
to the Custom House on %hif work and | i
told him to attend, He did so for a day i
or two anq then absented himself, : (
éeceived ﬁompléinb from llessrs liorlee
Doss Ram Doss.apd €o and asked importers
to appear in person to enquire into it---22nd October 1897
Importer and his man appeared before
Collector. On enquiry, delay proved to

have been caused by absence of Gumastah.

Agreement made that Gumastah should at-

tend every day from —~———emmmmmme o ze-="3rdiNovemb&y 1897.

ment putting in a written excuse——e—m——eo 3rd November 1897

He appeared on subsequent days and the ;

reeling was completed and importers - .
: el [



£

asked if they ware satisfied or wished further

reeling-en-—-———-——————-————-——-f —————————————————
meantime other consignments were being reeled,

11, No reply received and importers were again

P T s T e

, |
TOMINAS 0N e e . 23rd-December 1897, ﬁ
12, Do Do Second reminder sent—e———_._ 29th January 1898, :

In reply to reminder of 29th January 1898(re~

garding the letter of the 13th November) importers

¥
asxed for further reeling ‘on-—e—meeeee o ____ 1st February 1898,

13. 70ld to send their Gumastah daily until reels

ing was completed———mmmem 4th No Do E
Gumastah came for 3 or 4 days and then ceased

coming._ ﬁ

14, sent reminder to firm to send Gumastah—e————- 2lst Do No )
. . : ’ i

1&, de came on the-weeeeo 23rd

Do Do N

with Ir, Stansfielq and the reeling of this

(and other) yarn was then caZried on conti-

e

nuously and the yarn Tound short and the two

bales congfiscated and ordered to be reshipped on-12th larch 1898,

16. No notice taken of ti:ese orders Up to ———eo 23rd April 1898, ’

\.\i ,:
when the letter threatening stoppage and sale
of other consignments was sent by this office
17. Reply agreeing to pay under protest }
received on —eememeeee e 28th April 1898, i
18.  Faid penalties oMe—-eememeeoo______________ 4th lay 1898, i
[a £y - .
L aars j
[nyra«?/ i

|
) HRTLAIS P T thr g e e, i
e e el T T e AR e W SR L

o] (Signed) J.N,Atkinson,
Collector, Sea Customs,
Sea Custom House, lLiadras,
l18th August 1898,

“rue copy)

p Folhunhr

Acting Secretary.

79557
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| | - Revenue (1898) Department.
| r ' r
; CURRENT No. S&33 |
x
® [
\ :
b t
From
The Secretary to the Commissioner ¥
3
of Salt,Abkari and Separate Revenue, b
Order Madras.,
, (:. 5
P j)“,,‘
Dated 350th september 1893,
Received , i
Registered /- »— :
Enclosures §
Spare copies
[ | SUBJECT. ﬁ
i ‘
1 .
o EI Ty Reporting to Government the '
‘ | authority under which the Collector %
A . o |
}l of Sea Customs,Madras,held out the &
~ ¥
. threat of stopping all future importa. {:
Y tions of Messrs Morlez Doss Ram Doss 1,‘
: and Co. until the payment of vpenalties |
“‘: | imposed in a certain case. Y
| 2| | Y M
— - — AN




BACK PAPERS.
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No.

Department.

Date.

LRSS,

l"

FURTHER PAPERS.
3}

&.0.

No.

Department.

Date.

0

A

N

Procecdings of the Honrd of LHebenme

-

(Separate Revenue),

Dated  50th Senmtember 189

Mis, No. G3ses.

Head Official Nemorar” 'm from Government, Revenue Department
1" /

e

No,217, dated 20th September 1898,

Resolution,

Vith reference to the 0Official lemorandum

Ed

read above the Board hegs to report that the authority under

which the Collector held out the threat of stopping the firm’s.

goods was clause. 2, Section 192 of the Sea Custonms Act VIII of

2 et E

1878,
(True, extract)
CFelin s

Acting Secretary.
23.10-9%e

To tike Secretary to Government, Revenue Devartment.
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