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Copy of letter from the Secretary,Muhammadan Literary
Society,Madras,dated 7th March 1398:~-

In pursuance of a resolution pissed vy the Muhanmadan

Literary 5001ety,derws,I beg to bubmlt the following ’Dpll-'

cation for the favouruble ccnblderation of Government
2. The Soc;ety ‘which was established only in May 1896 has'
spared 10 paﬁns'to‘justify its eVistence under the f;fstering
care of it Pr331dent Waljee Laljee S&hlb thadur and of its
Vlce—Pr631dents Messrs Muhormad Ansam B.A.,and Syed'Hash_m
Belgrami,Barrister-at-law, It has o its roll several
graduate and undergraduate members.—It has rented a building
on the Pophom’s #exxd Broadway in brdér to giée publicity to
its proceedingé and has opened a readiné—rdom for the benefit
of its membérs. Weekly meetings are regularly Reld by it for
the discussion of important subjects and the Socieiy.itself

ig daily increasing in numbers and popularity. A printed copy

of the programme of subjects proposed to be discussed during

the current year is submitted for information,

3 Phe progress mﬁde vy the Sociéty‘during the firét yéar
of its existence is setlbut‘iﬁ its alnual repert,a copy of
which is sent as an enclosure to this letter,N\?htSreport was
read at the anniversary meetiné of' the Society which was
presided‘over by the Honourable Mr,Justice Boddam, In view of

the remarks made by the learned judge on the occasion,the
resolved

aociety has remsehed to extend its usefulness by establishing

a swmall library,by providing for peribical lectures by the
jeaders of the community,by arranging for their traﬁslation,
publication and free circulation and by aiding the poor
Muhaamadan boys in the pfosecutioﬁ of their stg@ies; The -
Society -flatters itself that it has already acquired some -
influence in the capitai of this Presidency. Thig will be
observed from the 1ist of sympathisefsgand Hcnorary members
attached to this letter.
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4 The majority of the Muhammadans in this Presidency being
imacquainted with English are not sufficiently aware of the
advantages of th%British rule in India. It is therefore in-

cumbent on the Society to study the details of administration

‘so that it may become a true exponent of the views of Govern-

ment. If the Society is to carry out this object successfully

it should have the materials reguired for the purpose. I anm

therefore directed to request that His Excellency the GovernoTr

in Council will be pleased to order the free supply of the
following papers and publications for the use of the Society,

(1) Copies of all papers p;aced on the Editors?’ Table as
well as those relating to the education and employmeht of
Muhammadans in the public service. Copies of the latter papers
relating to past years will be thankfully reccived.

(2) Copies of the annual edﬁcationgl reports as far as
available. These are necessary for the purpose of enabling
the Society to determine the progress made by the Muhammadans
in this Presidency in educational matters.

(3) Copies of Q§sus Reports relatiﬁg to this Presidency.
These will furnish the Society with information as to the
condition of MuhammadanéTcompared with other classes.

(4) Copies of the Manual of Administration of this Presi-

dency. These will be of immense use to the Scciety informing

e evgoes T
. K

B T U .

a correct opinion as to the ways of the benign British Goverke

ment.

(8) Copies of lists of establishments published annually
by heads of déﬁartments. These are necessary for enabling the
Society to decide whether the claims of the Nuhammadan com-

ggaipkgExE munity are sufficiently recognized by readsof

departments and to institute a comparison between the number

of muhammadéns enployed in this and other provinces.

(6) Copies of Mr.Nicholson’s reports on Agricultural

5 and Mr.Srinivasa Raghava Aiyangar?s Book relating to

Banik

the progress made by this Presidency during the last forty

years., These will form a valuable additicn to the library
Qe

proposed to be established by the Society.

e —— e — — — %7 .
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