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1750 S o Big Gralley The Godernor in Gomul,

| \ Fort Saint George,
f o - MADRAS

| _ , ‘ Tae HoMBLE MEexorian or VENKATADASA
- "AIYAR LATE A GUMASTA SATTYAMUNGALAM

/ ] ' \ *. Tawog Corvearore DisTrIOT.

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH :—

:R PAPERS . o 5
FURTHER 4‘-@/’,,»;9-"'—" 1.. That the Memorialis has been dismissed the service for fraud in the
‘ t B M‘Dnt& ! disposal of a darkast vide Exhibit I being the Proceedings of the Collector dated
Q.0. No. | Department. L/‘; 20th April 1895 Reference o No. Fo?;c of 1895. :
\ 9. The Honorable Board were appealed to but without success : vide Ex
' . ~ . hibit II. being the petition of appeal dated 23rd May 1895 and Exhibit IIL being
‘ ! | Proceedings of the Board dated 2nd July 1895 No. 8281 Mis. L. R.
‘.‘ .o . 3. And now as the only quarter where he can hope justice done. him, ho
" ventures to look up to and rely upon your Ezxcellency’s generous and just Govern-
% ment. '
\ : 4. Tt is the humble hoi)e of the Memorialist that upon ordinary. consi-
; ' deration of the facts of his case, your Excellency’s trul benevolent Government will
| y y y
/ ‘. be pleased to see that the finding as to his guilt both of the Board and Collector rests

rpr | T

o s 1

. v w

o

’ more upon possibilities than upon probabilities, more upon imagination than upon the
| ~ reality of facts on record. It will be equally manifest to Government that the Memo-
! rialist cannot, upon any semsible hypothesis, be connected with the fraud if fraud
- there is. l ‘

. . 5. The facts of the case are as follow:— |

| Tn August 1893, one Rame Goudan applied to the Collector for grant,
; under the darkast rules, of a block of abandoned sandalwood planﬁation, degchibing
t . the locality by boundaries and roughly mnoting its area as 30 acres. vide Exhibit IV.
v Rame Goudan’s application dated 11th August 1893. This, of course, Was transferred .
’ ¢0 the Tahsildar for disposal ; and on its receipt, the Tahsildar referred it to the Re-
-:»'“") _venue Inspector for report after careful enquiry. The Revenue Inspector, after en-
o quiring the village officers, vide Exhibit V. being the statement of the Carnam and
Monegar to the Revenue I nspector and after personally inspecting the block darkasted,
reported no objection to the grant and suggested that the required memorandum
might be called for from the Village Officers. Owing to the denial of a copy of this
report, the Memorialist cannot submit it herewith as an Exhibit. But the facts are
admitted by the Collector himself vide para 2 of his letter to the Board dated 22nd
June ‘1;?95, Referonce on No. 1065 of 1895. Exhibit VI. Besides, there is a state-
: % , Petn. ‘ .
ment made by the Rev.. Inspector before the Tahsildar in light of his reporb; vide
Hxhibit XXIII. The necessary orders accordingly issued to the Village Officers-and
No.1 Memorandum with its enclosures :—1. Proclamation -certificate, 2 Boundary
statement, herewith submitted, dated 12th December 1893, was received in offico
with a list of trees on the land vide Exhibits VII and V1II, respéctivc]y.‘
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" ed as the owner of ]j

As usual, vide Exhibit X

trees upon rates :
prescribed to each Lj
charge of the Taluk, or ca kind of trees and th . R
Exhibit VII. The :rée:fi:ed ge grant on 18th Januaryel819)Z %‘r?‘;lslldflir, th1en u:
' ue 15:55-4-0 was collected and credite.d ix:toe :;eumfi:el f\ :}:
asu

on 12-2-94, Thus was dj
1 2
was also received sposed of one Memorandy .
eived another on behalt m. Along with that Memorandum

dated 26-10- : 0 i
ed 26-10-93 enclose_d vide Exhibitg ne of Veeralya Goudan with his application

Mem IX and 3
orandum was bad for want of som wnd X. The Memoriglist found that this -

did, not notice t} i °sig
. ot ‘ natures 1
ree list that shoylq bebwith 1t aIIIld throué«" h ey o s work e
- He accordingly wrote an end
orse-

n hand referyi
ring the paper*to the Revenue Inspector for

‘the rectification of
: the def
signature, he found th : thS-. But When taki
e tree list which }, ilad °8 the paper to the Dy. Tahsildar’s
> missed. i

Some correction in the endorsem
sion of signatures. This the 7\e
Village Officers by addres )

non-existence of the Carn
crossed his pen over, but

sing them

: C i
Tabsildar signed it vig cular one ahoyg ;, t Cllector put it, the English+Endorse-
went back Vide the fly leaf 414 * to the Village O
c& to the Village Ogg cors ached to Jy, 1 Thg A cers. The Deputy
“*+ 206 Memorandum No 3 thus

application from Rame Gouday til It wag returned witp, ¢,
e formep darkg the defects get right and an

equest‘ stda N
Ing that the 15, mivhtrbir Of:est,mg against the grant to
8 given to himself, Thi
_ . is pro.

Ra
dated 19th March 1895 :;ZeG

considerationg, First

" ' 12048 onthreg o
G::d thirdly becauge, Rame (ie Sl
2n and representeq the supc:eufian .
rior j

should be submitteq in ¢ ustice of 1;

fairness tha the

made by. the Memorigligs grant to Veeraiya

OW?d th? whole block. It

/

= After the orde
: rs
f:mse two Memoranda, one N
thfl dated 11th July 1894 i B O
as informal for want of d

to him as he haq 80me three

1ot available for grapy Tee years

80, g i N
o >* applieq f,, ;
he €0quiry thae au'oosf'elt N
Upon th;

stances found w
ere (1) that
the e
morand oes
1Y objectiop ¢, thea hag not een Selzt It)stltlon’ the circum-
the Fore
st Depart-

ment to know ifit
ad g
not referred to the
. . ~ T N
without loss to Governmeny . men, t'h'af A5 (2) thay th
: (3) that the valuehi dMount mig;t tll;ee Valuation was
Mthe ¢ . e pro :

perly fixed -

@ than 3 ¢;

mes the

amount actually levieq . bt
R : 3 (4) th
evenue instead of Foregy Rev‘:lthe amount; g, , ' brees is mop
ue, cted ha
€en crediteq X
to Land

¢’ The Divisiona]
; Offic
was all v T

al right under the ruleg anpresumably’ fi

Goudan, appear. d w

) 3 . as a

beens mach pmoreto lll;lV: foung also t;zoz fop al aq :he grant to
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XI. the Memorialist worked out tbevah;e “of th, !

'
-
L

——

- ag firewood, the Di

~

\

3

# Mficers 'and the Revenue Inspector that the trecs were unfit for use otherwise than
\ visional Officer paturally and reasonably traced the responsibility
to the Village Officers, and Revenue Inspector and even called for a report from ~
the Tahsildar as to what evidence Wwas available for their criminal prosecution.
Vide Exhibit XIV Refce. on No-_]’z_gzdated 3rd February 1895. The Memorialist

D. )
ohsildar would have submitted the report called for to the Dy;

presumes that the T
of his investigation to the Collector.

Collector and this Officer has reported the result
What the nature of these reports is the Memorialist cannot say owing-to the fact

shat copies of them have been refused to him Vide Exhibits XV and XVI.

5‘ On receipt of the abave papers and others, theCollector records proceedings
finding fraud in the disposal of the darkasts in question and holding the Memorialist

accountable for the fraud vide Exhibit XVII.

Ve | An éxplanation is then taken from the Memorialist vide Exhibit NVIII. ag

d he is dismissed the service.

% 6. That the Government have been cheated of their dues is more than
ear from the evidence on record. The question for the consideration of the

Government is whether the Memorialist has bad any hand in the fraud. In the
first place, it must be <dmitted that the Memorialist has had no pers)nal knowledge
of the nature of the block under darkast. His knowledge is only derived from papers.
These papers were furnished him by the Revenue Inspector and the Karnam, These

men reported’ that the sandal wood trees on the land were withered young plants

fit only for firewood and the Memorialist valued them on the prescribed firewood rate.
o list as fit only for firewood,

The other trees on the land not being shown in th

their value has been fixed at the rates prescribed for them. The fact that the
Memorialist calculated the value instead of having it done by the Forest Department,
was once made a ground of inference against him. Butthe ground has been with-
drawn by the Collector himself. vide para 4 (2) of the Collector’s letter to the °
Board Exhibit VI So that it will be clear to the Government that, in the '
valuation of the trees, it is not the Memorialist who is to blame. There is a sort of

andertone in the Collector’s arguments to the effect that the Memorialist shoulld not -
have believed the acting Karnam. But the Collector would seem to overlog‘k' the
fact that both the permanent Karnam and Monegar say that the sandalv‘voo.d on the
land were small ones and withering vide Exhibit V. and their statement has been
checked by the Revenue Tnspector by a personal inspection of the block itself. How

m ? If the number and nature

then, can the Memorialist distrust the reports before hi nher
of the trees reported be incorrect and a loss results to Government, 18 it not more

reasonable and just to hold the reporters responsible rather than the clerk who

worked out the total value on prescribed rates ? Thus one of the grounds from which
of the Memorialist disappears. It is submitted

the Collector infers fraud on the part
that this ground is the only rational ground upon which the theory of fraud can be

built\'g'xs against the Memorialist.
Memorialist that the Government will not find him wrong
kasts to the Forest Department.

a form an

cl

!

¢ 1t is the hope of the
oven in the matter of the non-reference of the dar
The settlement register shows that the block as anassessed Waste. The village Officers

who ought to have known the history of the block do not say in their statements

that the land was an abandoned sandalwood plantation or that it was once before ap-

plied for and refused vide Exhibit V. and columns 10, 11 and 13 of Exhibits V1I. and
IX. Nor does the Revenue Inspector who was divected to make careful enquirysay o
o, then, can the Memorialist know that the land was once under the Forest

t

i
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Department? If he knew it certainly. hff would have made the referencc;\\‘
to that Department to ascertain the objection existing for its grant. As it .
~*was, he had no reason whatever to make the reference. Nor was there any
suggestion in this direction from the Village ‘Ofﬁcers or the Revenue Ins
pector so that ib might be said that the non-reference to the Forest Department was
intentional on the part of the Memorialist. It is for your Excellency’s generous
Government to say whether there is justice in drawing from this item of non-refer-
ence any inference of malafides against the Memorialist, It might be asked as the
Collector has done, why was the valuation statement not sent to the Forest Depart-
ment to be checked by it? The Memorialist has explained that it was because he

was then in an uneasy state of mind. He might have said also that it was unnecessary
to doso asthe Village-Officers and’ Rev. Inspector had represented the sandalwood
trees as withering young plants. No doubt the omission to forward the valuation for
approval to the District Forest Office is a defect in the business, But then the ques-
tion is whether that omission was on purpose? Under the circu

mstances appearing
on the record, no such purpose can be deduced against the

. Memorialist. First
because it is not alleged that the course was Suggested or ordered by 'the Dy.

Tahsildar or Tahsildar before grant was made and it wag evaded by the Memoridlist
Secondly because, the Memorialist is not the final authority to dispose of the matter
on his own responsibility. There

was the Tahsildar to enquire at least whether the
Forest Department has concurredin the valuation. With his limited intellizence
and knowledge it is just possible that the Memorialist, might hav 7

wrong. But who could tolerate the idea - of a more intelligent :n(;.1 1;)‘:;22?%:3{'0?;23
Officer such as a Deputy Tahsildar or Tabsildar not caring to see into th ers
to know if the form was gone through or even so much a: fo enquire ‘;It’l‘ip 2
was done. So that it will be evident to the Government that in thq waener 1
omission the Memorialist has erred with hj i ° matter of this

officer i.s entitled to excuse, much more s0is the Memorialist. Wag ¢ then that the
Memorialist was sacked because of his inferior position ? This indeeqd g unfo tuﬁ? t 119
t.he sense of. tlu? Memorialist and his hope with regard to this ﬁndino' of th I;J 119' o
lies in the justice of your Excellency’s Government with whic y s Do 10

: : h the rule has been t
\ deal with a matter on its own merits independent of versonl consideratim? -
A Al S.

. L, It is alleged by the Collector in para 9 of his letter to the Board vide
Exhibit VI that the Memorialist’s motive is clear from hig unwarrante :
substitution of a vernacular one in it i
: ' , 1culs 2 s stead. A little
reflection will show that the Cellestor ig wrong in his con e

m 1

that the Memorialist modified the order of reference byd:lizonl.)e ulze (:l(‘)uhe?' tlo}’ o
suit I?IS OWn purpose, because the Deputy Tabsildar was going OlFt gnd athbe1 Elmx‘klio
TahSl.ldal‘ was coming in and this offorded him the favorable opportunity to ffplt h;a:
nefarious f)bject- Fortunately for the Memorialist, the Collector credyirts l?iuicwit-;
some cunning. ve told the Memorialist that to
place a Memorandum with a mutilated and substituted endorsement before a ‘ne\v
(l)’iﬁcer was tlo.O surely to court suspician. He would, then, think of replacing the

emorandum itself by a fresh one. This was as easier to him as safer. For the ’\’ie 30~
randum paper had no initials of the Dy. Ta ‘ he ¢

: ! hsildar or Tahsildar to sho te of
1t receipt into the office and the Karnam was o theont
the Collector, ready to furnish a fresh one 1
open to the Mewmorialist is inferentially

that the trﬂee list for the second of the
quently introduced into the record.
take the easier and safer ste
the Collector in this hehalf,

. d ca i
of an English enorsement and ancellation

Now the very same cunning must ha

. . l
according to the conspiracy theory of
[ so required. That this course was

_admxtted by the Collector when he says
Memoranda-to wit N

The’ fact, then, that th
P available to him completely ref
On the ogher hand, the. prese

0. 3-has Leen subse-
e Memorialist did not
utes the arguments of
rvation of

a su3picious
)

-
e’

ot

I 4
A

- p?‘(pm' only arguss that the Memorialist was consciously innocent and therefore not
-Y\ﬂ,xious about it and negatives With equzﬂ force. the tl}eory‘of the Collector as to
the subsequent introduction of the tree list relating f:o 1'1;.. The Governmenlt will be

. pleé.sod to note in column 9 of this Memomndufn Exh%blt IX,;_ a statemeflt to .the

offect that the tree list has been attached to 1. While reasonable conmderat:,xon.s

" Joint bo the genuineness and innocense of the alteration of the endoréement, 1s.1t

b Lht to sust;)ect the Memorialist simp.ly because the Deputy 'l‘.ahsﬂda.rcd_emii
iixlo\vledge of it ? Such a deaial being liable to proceed fr\o.m various wcauwe.as.d‘ .
may be that the Deputy Talsildar could not remember i:;he cu'-cumstanc;laa as in ged
it is not reasonable to expect him to do so among so mgny‘ things he has alt)tenlet;
to and after a lapse of timz long enough to affect the memory. 1t n:lay .:1 t:;;

‘ he finds himself in a delicate position as one- who ‘hlad. something to do thl Ie
matter and prefers to enter a denial. '.l‘hus either through baq mgamc;:y‘ (t)r t r(;ut%l;
timidity, the Deputy P'ahsildar has said that hfa knew 1?0t of the, alteral LOXZX(O ,
endorsement.  This is just as probable as possible. It"ls fortthq\ginfer?}ls Oveln:
e Your Hxcellency to devlare upon the matter. There is a set ol cu cumst.ances

et of of the Memorialist. On the contrary there is tho

infering 1 S o parb
infering innocense on the p: . . 5 ¢
infering knoweledge of the alteration, which raises

ial of Yeputy Labsildar of any
21(1:1):1(:1& Eal;enilnzsntlie Memorialist. In these circumstances, is it not tl;e TCIIIM-'?;,::
o ] Mehmrinlist to be adjudged upoun by a rf}f'ereuco to the s‘evem absilde ?
e hom he has worked as to the impressions they have formed of lm}l
w however a confidential register maintained in the ofﬁce which
Memorialist and his humble service for over a period of 4 years,
out of his 5 year's service, has been recorded. This, .the Men;.lomahsb‘ h}ast rg;;;;c;ntzi
in his explanation before the Collector vide concluding portion Exxfu )'1 t{p o
extract from tho register, the Memorialist is gnable t? Prosluce })e -01:1] I;isfortune
ment as a copy of the same has been refused. vide Exhibit XV. 1t1s the
of the Memorialist that the Collector did not choose to do so.

under 0
‘ There 13,
the conduct of the

The Collcct(;p further utilises an argument for h.im, the fact tha:t t(l:e vzzﬁ:

has been eredited to Land Revenue in;tead of Forest, saying that ;ltle \1\8 ozt?fﬁz; »

was meant to keep the Forest Department ignorant of the grant. w e

; © gstate that the head of credit is determinable in the Treasury brz?nc;l‘x oEﬂ the :alled

; :o‘ which the Memorialist does not belong. Nor is it .a]legod that this l:;ea;lrx;g 6:,3115,_

| upon hiln to assign the head of credit and he ass.lgned a wrong bo;lwation o e
The Chellans foLr the credit are herewith submitted for the obse

Government. vide Exhibits X[X/,and XX.

’

i i that theso
'he Collector in all his proceedings, would seem to mll‘)ly ¢ e
s :ited by the Memorialist to help Rame Goundan.
gt e raaed. o noto f hat ‘has already been submitted that
‘ 1 ' g , from  what has a
' Government will be pleased to note, it ’ B ey b peesonted by
Rame Goundan has succeeded solely upon the merits . '

- the Village Officers and Rev. Inspector.

\' There is another thing stated by the (?(?llecbor vyhich need:s exgg‘lanatlon(i

He ohferves that the Memoranda have not beer'l imt%alled by the supe}'lxlor o) (c)cﬁx; aixs

seem to have been received by the Memorialist dlrect. f.ro.m the Vi age‘ ) ce f

| T'his is an error. It is a fact that these Memos have no initials. . An examina 1;)n 0
the office will furnish thousands of such i11stagces. S0 that‘j no inference 0;151 egllt;.
mately be drawn that they never came through the superior oﬂi.cer-Tfmhm ar. Do
it remembered such papers belong to periods anterior to Me.mor.'lahrsf‘s connection
with the office and even after his unfortunate disconnection with it. The reason for
their existence is that Tahsildars usuaily initial the paper uppermost when a batch
is received by them.
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foregoing considerations, the Benevolence of Y

our Excellency’s Government, will
be pleased to take his case into favourable cons; 7 ’

deration, holq out to hi
: m 3 succours
ing hand and restore him to office; thereby vindicating the cause of justice

he shall ’ever pray,

For which act of chairity and justice, asin duty bound
He begs to remain

\) ' / é% // Most Respected ang Honored Sir,

, Your Excellency’s most

a | / M{ﬂ"v
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