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Communicating, with remarks, to the departments of the Secretariat and to the Superin-
tendent, Government Press, letter from the Government of India forwarding copy of corre-
spondence relative to the establishment of agencies in India and in Europe for the sale of —, and
addressing the Government of India and certain firms in Bowbay and Calcutta in conuection,
therewith. .
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Reap—also the following papers :—
From A. T. PRINGLE, Tsq., Assi ‘
q., Assistant Secretary to th ;
‘%I?lme Department—Books), to the Chijef I‘byecretar(_;v (E:)O:}im(r;n oot of India,
adras, dated Calecutta, the 17th February 1898, No. 200 © Tovernment of

In forwarding, for the information of the Government of

correspondence marginally p
Ing the establishment of ggefli?
E:'ile of official publicationg issu

overnments in India, I am g; i
?Ek(}that’ i11f His It‘xcell,ency the éi(jgfmt)g

ouncil sees no objection, arran

lgement
f(nay. be made to supply on,similat;' terrxjn:
0 such of the firms addressed by the

, 0 other book-

d, Tegard-

Desyatch to the Secretary of State, No. 7
€8 for the

(Public—Dooks), dated tk 97
1897, and enclosures. ‘e ith J anuary

Despatch from the Secretary of §
0 y of State, No,
(Public — Records), dated the 6t‘11 lr\lfzy 18097?

Hand eIn)closure.

ome Department letter to Messrs, T l

Spink & Co. and other Book-sellerimelli\?;’
195-98, dated the 17th February 1898, .

Home Department letter to the Superintendent
of Government Printing, India, No. 149
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urchasers have before them the name of the press at which a book was published,
want of familiarity with the Indian monetary system, and ignorance as to the precise
course to be adopted and the proper person to address, may, in many instances, form
an almost insuperable difficulty in the way of their obtaining what they require.
Mr. Grierson accordingly suggests that we should appoint authorised publishers in
India and also in Kngland and on the continent, from whom official publications
could always be obtained, and who would advertise them in their lists in" the usual

manner.

8. The plan, advocategl by Mr. Grierson, appeared to us to be a good one, and
we have caused enquiries to be made of Caleutta book-sellers as to whether they would
be prepared to assist in carrying it out. Your Lordship will see that, subject to the
receipt of a commission, the precise percentage of which has not been definitely -
fixed but which need not in our opinion exceed twenty, and also to certain minor, "
and in our judgment reasonable, conditions in regard to postal and other charges, the
two principal firms in this eity will undertake to circulate catalogues and to issue
circulars from time to time, and whenever specially _requlred to do so. We believe
that as regards English book-sellers somewhat similar arrangements to this have
already been made by the India Office, and we would propose to place on our lists
whichever firms Your Lordship may recommend. For continental establishments,
Mr. Grierson has suggested MM. Dulan & Co. 1n Paris and Otto Harrassowitz in
Leipzig, and the Government of Bengal would add _to' these F}*ledlander & Qo. in
Berlin. Another firm which appears to make a speciality of oriental works 1s that

-

of Karl liersemann of Leipzig. :

" List of Enclosures.

(1) From the Government of Bengal, No. 348, dated 28th January 1896, and enclosure.

(2) To Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. and Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Nos. 198-199,
dated 23rd June 1896. N ‘

(3) From Messrs. W, Newman & Co., dated 15th August 1896.

(4) From Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., dated 1st December 1896.

S—

TFrom C. E. BUCKLAND, Esq., c.LE., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
General Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home
Department, dated Caleutta, the 28th January 1896, No. 348.

T am directed to submit, for the consideration and orders of the Government of
India, the accompanying copy of a letter, dated the 13th December 1895, from
Mr. G. A. Grierson, C.1.E., Magistrate of Howrah, in which, with a view to facilitat-,
ing the purchase of such books by students and other persons who require them, he
suggests the ®appointment of publishers in India, England, France, Germany and.
America, specially authorised to sell useful works published by Government.

2. At present all books published under the authority of this Government
are advertised for sale in the Caleutta Gazette, and the Lieutenant-Governor would
now propose to send every month direct to the four publishers named by Mr. Grierson
in paragraph 8 of his letter, and also to Messrs. Friedlander & Co. in Berlin,
copies of those parts of the Gazette whick contain the advertisements, and to inform
them that the books named in the lists may be had so-long as there are copies-
available. The publishers would be asked to insert these extracts from the Gazette
in their sale catalogues. They might be allowed a discount of 20 per cent. on the

ublished price of the books on all orders coming from them—_—a'concessmn which
is at present given to Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co.—and they might be left to charge
their customers any price they think proper for the books they sell.

3. Iam to enquire whether these proposals have the approval of the Goveroment
of India. "
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From G. A. GRIERSON, Esq., P.D., c.e, M

agistrate of Howrah, to the Secretar
to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Depart ) ! y
December 18995, , partment, dated .Howrah, the 13th

I venture to address you on a subject which has
for some yeals. ' I am encouraged to do so by the fac
tion will not be unwelcome. -

2. The Government of Bengal has printed a number of
benefit of the public. Some of them are, to specialists,
ance, which would never have seen the light had it
generously undertaking the expense of printing them.

3. The Government has also with signal liberality distributed th . »
cost amongst persons who are, at the time of printing, likely to be inf:feaz(éksiiriﬁegi

pressed itself upon my attention
t that I believe that the sugges-

useful works for the
wérks of the highest import- -
not been for the Government

matter of works dealing with philology ; and I believe that I am entitled t

Bengal Government in the name of all I;hilologists for what it has drl)ne,to (;t?;snktst h(;
Indian languages and antiquities, more especially during the last few years, 0
4. Under these circumstances I make bold to offer a .Su"gesti‘on in th h “
making the publications of the Bengal and of other Governme t ¢ hope ot
students all over the world, ° ‘ ents more accessible to

5. The fact is that nobody out of India knows how “‘or wh
is really a great scmnn{ile %oss. To take one work, ab
guestion, Dalton’s ¢ Ethuology of Bengal.” Itisa work which is fre
after. It commands a high price, sccond-hand (possibly higher thanqltlgg%}rrisg%%h:
- mew copy at the Bengal Secretariat). It is the interest of second-hand book-sellers t
restrict the supply. 1 believe that copies are (or'were a few years ago) available f .
sale at the .Bengal Secretariat Press, but no one knew it, and poor sgholars to wh o
every shilling was of importance, were compelled either to 2o to librarics. o by bom
second-hand cﬁptes, n&s alvs;g%rs. (iOmplete, at prices not calculated on the orio*ir;lzﬁ
selling price, but on the artificial restrictions which second-hand <. g
able to impose, . S nd book-sellers were

6. To take another example, for doing which I would ask to b o
T have a personal knowledge of the facts. My own « Bihar Peasalft -‘E‘;:S,?%} })ei(;ﬁﬁfe
- published by the Bengal Government, has for some years sold second-hand fo% m0r)e:
than the original selling price, advertised in the Culcutla Gazette. Asits author. T
frequently received letters} from Turope, asking where it could be got. My ans;ver
was  the Bengal Secretariat Press.” DBut this to a student in England or German
meant sending money by unaccustomed channels in an unusual currency to an official
whom the purchaser hardly knew how to address. This may seem a small difficulty
to you or to me, but toa poor young German student, who is not certain of his
English, whom the Accountant, Bengal Secretariat” is a being as mysterious as
Koot-Hoomi or Prester John, to whom the Indian monetary system is not familiar, and
above all, who does not know how much to send for packing and postade to El;m ’
_the difficulties, even if he knows where to write, seem almost insuperabtie But ase’
rule, people in Burope do not know where to write to ; and so when any one wants .
book published by an Indian Government, he has to wait for the chance of purehasina
a copy from a second-band book-seller. I may say that, here in India, I have ex 4
"enced similar difficulties in finding out where to get books Pubh',shed b Peﬁ‘l-
Governments, such as Mr. Crookes’ excellent ¢ Agricultural Glossary.” y other

7. The cause of sll ?his.is that the Government
a publisher who made it his business to dispos
advertised in the .Gazette, but in Lurope no
India the Gazette 18 not the‘place one would na
scientific work. "
, would suggest that the Govery: . N | -
In_,diag"EIngland, Fr%x%me, Germany and- Arfne;‘ti:hould appoint authorised publishers in

. 4, from whom Government lications
could always be ob_tamed, and who would advertise_a them in their lists iﬁﬁ;‘ﬁsual

ere to got them. Thig
out which there can be no

publications are not published as
e of his books would do. They are
one sees an Indian Gazette, and in

turally look for an advertisement of a |

contents. I myself know by grateful experience how liberal Government is in the o

L;«}\

-
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manner. In this way purchasers would know where to get the books they want, and
would obtain them without difficulty. The publishers best known for oriental works
are—Thacker, Spink % Co. in Calcutta, Luzac & Co. in London, Dulsn & Co. in
Paris, and Harrass itz in Leipzig. I am persuaded that these or other firms would
gladly undertake t} sale of Government works for a small commission.

9. In concly .on, Ibeg tobe exceused for troubling you in this matter, and I
should not do s6 did I not know the difficulties to which many scholars are put, and
did 1 not feel acutely what a pity it is that so many valuable muterials, whose existence
1s'due to the enlightened libera!” |~ ~ * ~ GGovernment which I am proud to have the
honour to serve, should lie uscless in une cellars of the Bengal Secretariat, merely
because those who would most appreciate them are unable to obtain them.

—

From A.T. PRINGLE, Esq., Oﬁ‘iciatiﬁg Officer in charge of the Records of the Gov-
ernmert of India, to Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. and Messrs. W. Newman
& Co., dated Colcutta, the 23rd June 1896, Nos. 198-99. :

With reference to the conversations which we have had on the subject of the
arrangements for the sale of official publications, I write to say that I shall be obliged
if you will favour me with any observations that may occur to you in regard to the
general question of agency. _— ' :

2. The case may be put as follows :—

The present arrangement under which all but a very few official works are sold
by a Department of the State is open to objection, and it has been pointed out that
authors are at times injured by it, books which might otherwise command attention in
Turope or America being left idle in the shelves. On the other hand, the limited kind
of agency which is at present in existence seems to be little better than the depart-
mental ; the percentages of commission are arbitrary, in some instances apparently
excessive, in other cases insufficient, and there is no inducement for private firms to take
pains to push sales. If this partial agency were to be replaced by a more extended
agency—if recognised agents were to be appointed in Calcutta and other large towns in
India and elsewhere, and entrusted with selling not only works of special sorts, but
also official publications in general,—it is possible that the change might benefit both
parties, the Government and the agents. If, however, such agencies were to be
established, it would probably be on the understanding that every reasonable endea-
vour was made to push sales, and that such publications as were likely to command
the attention of the general public or of certain large classes of it, philologists or men
of science, for instance, should be freely advertised both in India.and elsewhere. It
would be useless for Government to extend the system of sale by private firms unless
this were done. On the other hand, assistaflce could be given to the agents in certain
matters. Catalogues (to which the names of the firms of ageney would be appended)

_might be printed at the Government Press, and storage room would always be afforded

80 as to relieve agents from any expenses in that connection. The rate of commis-
sion might be made fixed in respect to all publications without exception and be
placed at 20 per cent. ~ I

* 3. I shall be glad if you will regard this discussion as quite informal; nothing

I have written has at present the authority of the Government of India, and nothing

that you may say,in reply will be regarded as committing you in any way. But if
in communication with you or other firms, some arrangement which is likely to
answer can be worked out, it will be placed before the Government of India for
consideration, and a formal communication will be made to you in due course.

——

Demi-official from Messrs. W. NEWMAN &{ Co., to the Ofﬁcidfing Officer in éharge
of the Records of the Government of India, dated Calcutta, the 16th August
1896. : : ' . ~ )

We are sorry we have taken so0 long to reply to your favour No. 199 of 23rd June

last, first owing to the absence of bim by whom the matter was under consideration,

and secondly owing to the difficulty we experience in replying to your letter.
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9. We shall be very glad to undertake an agency for the sale of Gove_rnment
ubliez'xtions and would freely advertise the same in our bouk catalogues and circulars
and include them from time to time in our regular newspaper advertisements.

3. We should be willing to keep in stock a certain quantity of each publication to
be gc;x;erned by its probable requirements and would draw our further supplies from
the Government stores. o | S |

4. Taking all the points suggested in your letter, we cannot see anything but
what is quite feasible and which we should be very willing and glad to carry out.

5. We think the rate of commission might be made 25 per cent. as there would
be a great deal of extra work entailed on this special account.

6. As regards foreign agencies, we have ouragencies in London and America,
and can command the same in Paris and other cities in Furope and, where advisable,
we could send information of such books as it were thought would be saleable in those

laces. ' ' o
! 7. In all matters we are quite willing to take up the matter on the lines proposed
by you, and in case of any arrangement being proposed we shall be very glad to goiuto
the details with you. -
N in charge of the
Yrom Messrs. THACKER, SPINK & Co., Calcutta, to the Officer in charg
® Records of the Govern;nent of India, dated Calcutta, the 1st December 1896.

With reference to our several conversations and your letter of 23rd June, we
beg to offer our sincere apologies for the great delay in complying with your Wlsh1 and
placing on record our opinions on the subject of a more extended means of making
Government publications known.

9. Speaking for ourselves we have for many years made it a practice to include
in a list of local publications issued nearly every month all the Government publications
that have been brought to our notice, and this list is posted specially to our agents
and to known dealers in such books in London, Leipzig, Berlin, St. Petersburg, New
York, Paris, and it is included in the very large issue of a general list posted 311
Tndia, and we think looking at the question all round that it would not be wor

“while to attempt any advertisement in any local paper or magazine outside India not

even in London. The cost of advertising is very high in proportion- to realization by

sales unless the book is very popular and carries a large margin beyond cost. -

: ' ; , full justice we

3. To do authors of special books, published by Government, :
should advise that a circular be posted to those who may be thoug htkt(l){ be 1::‘::?::3
in the subject, and we think this is the best means of making the book xnow y

4. Asto retaining and reviving the, attention of the public, that we think can

only be done by catalogues and by the present system of advertisement 1n the
Government Gazettes. : :

. . » the

5. We regret we do not see our way to offer any special means of keeping t
books on viewbin our library—beyond tht is done now toa certain extent 14n keepmg
on our shelves one or more copies of books likely to be askled for. . .uy oae

6. With regard to the issuing of circulars and catalogues occasionally, ‘
prepared to oﬁergour services to Go‘gremment in 'this manner, giat th:tgzvgn:;x:: ;;;1;
supply the circular or the catalogue and wrapping and pay he p? stag el
——that we will do the addressing and sending to the post, the so fﬁ con: Ltions being
that our name is printed on the circular or catalogue, and that a sufficiently r
ative discount from the published price be allpwed. ‘ SRS S

T. Tt is impossible to define what may be 00nsidereq g 1'easonzatb.le1 enr s;g::ror
to push a book, and we are very unwilling to enter into .any SPBCI& promis
agreement.. _ ' , o -

? 8. Ttisto our interest to sell all books we can and we have ct:ilt;;'ateld z%:
knowledge of Government publications so as to be able to know an : caIt)g)lggueS,
want of our constituents, and we think that this coupled with the 1@;2 0 e g el
ete., as mentioned above is all we can offer to Government as an aid 01 :
publications known, ‘ e

.

-custom of this office to allow 831 per
‘to make any change in that respect. " -
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9. With regard to the discount allowed, the Bengal Government have lately
increased it to 20 per cent., but with the Government of India it is not uniform but
practically 10 per cent. (ten per cent.), and this we beg to say is not sufficient to pay

for any work even in buying and supplying a plain definite order; it leaves us no
‘margin for the inevitable correspondence in India between customers and suppliers,
the time spent in looking up and reporting books and prices—for the equally unavoid-
able credit that-has to be given and the chances of bad debts—for the certainty of
errors which are always thrown upon the supplier for the general cost of advertising,
postages, etc.—for the heavy rent, establishment and incidental charges unavoidable

in India.

10. We would beg to submit that the Government should allow to the trade at
least 25 per cent. (twenty-five per cent.) on all their publications ; it is only a fair

working rate, and in many instances does not pay for the time of an assistant taken
in selling a book. ‘ :

11. In conclusion, we beg to express ouriwilh'ngness to assist the' Government in
doing what is possible to make their publications known, and we shall be pleased to

give our advice and help whenever any publication is about to be issued if the officer
in charge desires to consult us. S

—

‘Desparca from the Right ITon’ble Lord GEORGE HAMILTON, Her Majesty’s

. Secretary of State for India, to IIis Excellency the Right Honourabie the
Governor-General of India in Council, dated India Office, London, 6th May
1897, No. 9 (Public Records). ' I :

- On receipt of your Excellency’s letter, No. 7, Home Department (Public—Books),

dated the 27th January last, communications were addressed to the several publishing
firms suggested by Mr. Grierson as agents for the sale of Indian Government publica-
tions on ‘the continent. MM. Otto" Harrassowitz and Karl Hiersemann, of Leipzig,
and MM. Friedlander & Co., of Berlin, have accepted the offer. ‘There is no firm of
‘MM. Dulan & Cie of Paris, and I have, therefore, appointed M. Earnest Leroux, of.
28 Rue Bonaparte, Paris, as agent in France, and I have also appointed M. Martim
Nyhoff, of The Hague, as agent in Holland. A copy of the letter addressed to the
‘above named firms is enclosed for the information of your Government. :

2. The agents in this country are a§ follows :—

T. A. Arnold, 37, Bedford Street, Strand, London.

Constable & Co., 2, Whitehall Gardens, London.

Sampson Low, Marston & Co., St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, London.
Luzac & Co., 46, Great Russell Street, London. . _
Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., Charing Cross Road, London.

B. Quaritch, 15, Piccadilly, London. 1 - ,

P. 8. King & Co., 12 & 14, King Street, Westminster.

L S.‘Kiug & Cb., of 65, Cornhill, are also agents for the sale of the Indian Army

List.

o
*

" 8. With regard to the rate of commission to agenfs, it has been the general
ccent., and I do not propose, as at present advised,

4. Iﬁ fixing the English prices of books published invIndia, fhe plan adopted is to

_convert the rupee at 1s. 4d. so as to give a small ‘extra amount to cover cost of freight,

ete., from India. In order to avoid fractions in the English prices they will increase

‘between ls. 4d. and 28_., by not less than 24. at a time, and above 2s. by not less
.than 6d. . In all cases it will be as well that the prices of books issued for publication

jn India should be printed on the title-pages, both in rupees and in English currency. :
: 3 ‘
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e Govemmeut of India more
18 proposed to establish agencies on the con-

India and Englang am aceordingly to
n ' :

From A. T. PRINGLE, Feq, Assistant g,
" Depattment (Bodks), to Mase Thacker, § ; 4
& Co., Caloutts Thacker & (. Bombay ; a5iq Higginboth y
dated Calcutta, 17¢h Febiruary (898, No, g5, - 88ibotham & C, Madras,

T am directed to nform you that, with the yioy of making the sovesy] publica.
tions of the Gove,r_nment of India more ‘generally accessible than ip the past, it i
proposed to establish agencies for ‘theip di Eo ) 16

accordingly to inquire whether You are willj

Cal gent for thig purpose
aicutta,
11 BomMay |
Madars : :
2. "The ébuditions of agency are, that the agents ‘shall be allowed g discount of
33} per-cent. Gh the tiarkeq Price of each book solq Y thém; that Periodicul Jists
of new publicitions shall be supplied to them gratuitously ag they are . prifited

© 8. T dm’to request sn early reply to thgse"prdpqsals,land to add that'the pub]iea.
tions of the Legislative Departnient of the Government of Ingj, will be_ excluded
from the Proposed ‘arrangements, P | :
‘From A. T. PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Secretary to'the Government of India, Home
Depdrtment (Books), to the Superintendent’
Calcutta, 17th February 189:‘3, No. 199,

Tam'directed to forward, for your information, g €opy of the despatch from

‘ ), dited ‘tho ‘6 Mgy . 11O Secretary of State pug ally not
© No. b '(Public—Revisrds), dated “thie ‘6l My - J ginally noted,

regarding the appointment of agents for
o the sale of Indian official Ppublicationg,

2, TE will Be'séen that ‘periodical lists of 16w’ Government ‘publicationg ape to be

' ch will ‘be printeq by ‘each

; th ed by'the Secretary of State,

Messrs, Thacker, Spink ‘& Co. ‘arid. certain other ‘firmg have -been addressed by the

over of which I ain -t enclose’a eopy, It 4 understood
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6. Messrs. Higginbotham & Co. are appointed Agents in Madras for the sale of
the publications of this Government (except those of the Legislative Department),
subject to the following conditious :— :

~ (i) They shall be allowed a discount of 331 per cent. on the marked price of
each book sold by them; - .

(i) Monthly lists of new publications shall be supplied to them by the Superin-
tendent, Government Press, gratuitously as they are printed, and selections from
these shall be printed by Messrs. Higginbotham & Co. in their advertisements and
circulars, etc., free of all cost to the State. On receipt of these lists they shall, as
early as possible, intimate to the Superintendent, Government Press, what publications
and how many copies of each they are willing to keep in stock ; '

(iii) Annual accounts of sales shall be rendered to the Superintendent of the
Government Press and the Accountant-General, Madras, in January of each year, on
forms to be supplied by the former officer for the purpose ; and

" (iv) All payments on account of the sales of the preceding year shall be made
to the Accountant-General, Madras, before the st March following.

7. Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., Calcutta, Messrs. Newman & Co., Calcutta, and
Messrs. Thacker & Co. (Limited), Bombay, will be requested to report whether they
will undertake the sale and advertisement of the publications of this Government on
conditions similar to those offered to them by the Government of India.

8. The following letters will be despatched : — :
[Here enter Letters Nos. 461, 462, Financial, dated 1&th May 1898.]

(True Extract.) |

q- o Clief Seerctury.

To the departments of the Secretariat. LR«W’ *
s the Accountant-General.
» the Buperintendent, Government Press,

' de C. M. Thumbuswamy,

B e e S e

B

e (LS

4

g e l.a.cv:«-:va:-'m*::'~‘f"*~:5.= "

|

H

s

e

—

o T o e S gy, ey T 0 T T A i, 9 Sy i

P

|

i .

" When given for cepying
When copied
When examined
When signed.

189

Rz seniy @&.0., Ke, ' ATED
189 '

T

Exevoswzas ve O, No,

Ox»par or GovexyxaNT . " ™

Lurren or GovemsaaxT.
N
woly

. STATEMENT WITE DITTO.

Parazs NOT FILED UP, BRING MBANT FOR DESPATOH
IN SRIINAL.

. ~

. NB~—
A = Copy in full.
B == Not to be copied. .
P == Copy abstract only.

. Q== Copy heading only.

N
[T W

-
S,

° . ° »
e o o el e el i s i o m e Ean M g emr el e v o e e A

o e e e e )

S S R L T T A PR PP Y - o 4 .

B S P T . 2




	Copy_of_Image00010
	Copy_of_Image00011
	Copy_of_Image00012
	Copy_of_Image00013
	Copy_of_Image00014
	Copy_of_Image00015
	Copy_of_Image00016

