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[ Confidential. ]

No. 842 8. R.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
MARINE DEPARTMENT.
Calcutta, the 17th February 1898,
SIR,

1 Ay directed to address you in continuation of the correspondence
ending with the letter from this Department, No. 1551 8. R., dated the 6th
April last, in which you were requested to inform the Superintendent, Penin-
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, with reference to the provi-
sions of section 83 of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890 (Bengal Act IIT of 1890),
that the application of the Company for permission to extend their jetties on
the Hooghly at Garden Reach below high-water mark could not be granted.

2. The ownership of the bed of all navigable rivers where the sea ebbs and
flows, and of all estuaries and arms of the sea, up to the ordinary high-water
mark, is, without doubt, by law vested in the Crown for the benefit of the subject,
and the Governor General in Council is of opinion that this right should, in the
interests of the public, be strongly asserted. Grants of private rights in respect
of the foreshore, if made under the authority of an Act of an Indian Legislature,
would probably never be disputed. ~Apart from the sanction of an Act, questions
as to the validity of such grants might be raised. But whether it be so or not—
and the question may be left to be determined by the Courts when it arises—
such grants should be made by the Government, as trustees for the public,
with extreme caution, and I am to express the hope that the Government of
Bengal will be guided by this rule.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

W. 8. MEYER,
Offy. Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India,
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
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Dated Caleutta, the 17¢h February 1898,

Ruling that grants of private rights in respect of the
foreshore of navigable rivers should be made_with
extreme caution. '
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