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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

%

Rrap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S.,, L.R. and
Agri.), Mis. No. 807, dated 5th February 1898 :—

Read—the following letter from D. D. MURDOCIL, Esq., Acting Collector of Chin-
gleput, to the Famine Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement
and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated
Saidapet, 2nd February 1893, Ref. on No. 149-Gl. :— ’

As desired in paragraph 8 of the B.P., Mis. No. 10144, dated 22nd December
1897, I have the honour to submit a further report on the condition and prospects of
the district.

2. The following statements are appended, bringing up to a more recent date the
information furnished in the similar statements appended to my letter disposed of in
the Board’s Proceedings referred to above :—

" A. The rainfall at each Tahsildar’s and Deputy Tahsildar’s head-quarter

tation.
B. The supply in the tanks at present.

C. The cultivation in each taluk in the current year as compared with the
average for the past four years.

D. The prices of rice (second sort) and ragi at the different reporting stations
in the district.

3. From statement A it will be seen that the further rainfall in December was
only 1-44 inches (on an average for the district), and there was no rain in January.
In the Tiruvallir and Ponnéri taluks the rain in December was particularly light, being
only 0:05 of an inch at Sattiyavedu, 068 at Tiruvallir and 0-88 at Ponnéri. ’ °

4. From statement B, it will be seen that about four-fifths of the number of tanks
in the district were empty before the end of January.
_ 5. T.he_following table, extracted from statement C, shows the total eultivation
in the dls’grlct up to December as compared with the average of four years for the
corresponding period :—

Dry. Wet.
First crop. Becond crop. First crop. 8econd erop.
Acs, .
Total cultivation up to December . 217,483 32.543 3:5‘323 5 233860
Average for the corresponding period .. 207,591 14,303 355706 2809
g ? )

The cultivation of first crop up to December in the current year is thus seen to be
in excess of the average by acres 9,892 under * dry ”” and acres 20,039 under * wet.”
The second-crop cultivation- under ““wet ”’ is also in excess of the average by acres
1,925, but under “dry ” it is less than the average by acres 4,560, °

e o,

Q

A~

Doarp oF Revenue (Rev. Sert., L. Rps. axD / :‘;RI.), No. 76, 141m Fes. 1898, 3

i

6. The average cultivation from January to March (vide statement C) is—

ACS,

) Dr 12,413
First erop WZ;: ] 30:991 .
D ase aee wne e Y] 11’060

Second crop ... Wrgt . 49,517

In the total cultivation for the year there will, it is now found, not be much
deficiency in the first crop on dry lands, but a considerable decrease may be expected
in the sccond crop on dry lands. The deficiency in the first-crop cultivation on wet
lands will not exceed 10,000 acres, and may be considerably less. The estimate
already made of the deficiency in the second-crop eultivation on wet lands, viz., acres
40,000, does not require alteration.

7. The probable remissions for withered crops on wet lands may be estimated at

about—

RS, RS,
Ponnéri 45,000 Conjeeveram e 18,000
Saidapet 21,000 Chin glt’aput 30,000
Tiruvau{lr 36,000 Madurantakam 30,000

These amounts aggregate Rs. 1,80,000. The remissions in respect of wet waste
(other than mamul waste) may amount to about Rs. 40,000.

8. T have not considered it necessary to bring up to <ate the information given
in the last report regarding the crops raised in each taluk and those on the ground, as
the cultivation subsequent to November has not been important and as the crops are
now being harvested. Particulars up to the end of this month (February) will be more
useful and will be obtained for a future report, and it will then also be possible to
give more exact information regarding the outturn of the crops. :

9. From statement D, it will be seen that the price of rice (second sort) is still above
the scarcity rate at Saidapet, Poonamallee, Chingleput, Sattiyavedu, and has risen
slightly since my last report. The price of ragi has not yet reached the scarcity rate

anywhere.
1 report will be submittedin two or three days, in which the
10. A supplementa’ Fep ith in greater detail, and the questi’on of whether

situation in each taluk will be d_ealt’ with 1 Lest
any special relief to the ryots will be required by way of further remissions of revenue
or postponement of collections will be discussed ; also the question of whether any

measures for the relief of distress are likely to be required.
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ExcLosure No. 4.

D.—Prices in seers of 80 tolas.

Sattiyavedu. Ponnéri. Tiruvallér. Baidapet. Poonamallee.

Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Raszi. | Rice. Ragi.

-3

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 11

8rd July 1897 .. | 982 | 1781 | 1095 | 16-44 | 1095 | 17-81 9-44 | 1439 932 | 14-39 -
25th September 1887 .. | 906 [ 1644 982 | 1439 982 | 1781 944 | 13-02 868 | 1267
80th October ”» e} 906 | lé44 982 | 17-13 | 10119 | 19-18 982 | 1507 868 | 12:67
27th November ,, .| 831 | 1439 868 | 1507 944 | 1507 830 | 13-70 830 | 13-02
25th December ,, oo | 831 | 1370 9-:06 | 15-07 944 | 1644 831 | 1370 8-68 | 13-70
2¢th January 1898 | 793 | 1233 906 | 12:67 868 | 1267 793 | 1370 812 | 13-03

Sriperumbédir. | Conjeeveram. Chingleput. TUthiramerur. | Madurontakam,

—_ Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. [ Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. Ragi.

12 13 1t I 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

ard July 1897 .. ..| 1167 | 1472 | 982 | 1368 | 984 | 1391 | 1216 | 1454 | 1192 | 14-54
25th September 1897 .. | 1066 | 14:72 | 11117 | 1472 943 | 1272 | 1122 | 1368 | 1029 | 12-83
80th October | 1090 "} 1610 | 1117 | 1656 | 1006 | 1590 | 1122 | 1710 | 10756 | 1625
27th November ,, . 887 13-80 10°15 1472 8:06 12:72 9-35 13:68 888 14-54
25th December .| 1015 | 1472 | 10066 | 15718 875 | 1312 935 | 1454 935 | 13 68
29th January 1898 oo | 964 | 1472 964 | 1472 7-88 ( 1312 935 | 1368 935 | 13 68

Rice, Ragi.
Warning rate . . . . . . . . 11:20 18-00
Scarcity rate v s e e e e .. 84071200

Resolution—Mis. No. 807, dated 6th February 1898,
Recorded pending receipt of further report promised in paragraph 10 of the
letter. )
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

Copy to Government, Revenue, Department, 0
with copies of four statements.
»  Collector of Chingleput.

Reap—also the following letter from D, D. MURDOCH, Fsq. Acting Coll
Chingleput, t_o the Famine Secretary to the Comm%ssio%ér of I?e%enzeegteotilgf
ment and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture
dated Saidapet, 4th February 1898, Dis. No. 270 :— ° ’

I have the honour to submit the supplemental report promised in th ludi
paragr_aph of my }et{er, dated the 2nd instant, Ref. on Ii‘?o. 149-G1,, r:g(:a,?(lﬁnuo }clllx%
condition of the district with reference to the prospects of the season. °

O
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9. As remarked inmy letter of the 17th I_)ecember 1897, Dis. No. _3707, ‘“though
the rainfall in April, May and June was deficient, the average was slightly exceeded
in July and August, and the rainfall was specially heavy in September (10-49 inches
acainst an average of 4-94 for the district). In ()ctgber,rhowever, therfa was little rain

ly 2-21 inches against an average of 8:55), and in November also it was deficient
21.10%7 inohes against an average of 11-64).” It has also been remarked in that letter
Sc(I)lat the stand?n" crops “‘on dry lands and on wet lands (unprotected by_ wells) u'nder
the large numbe? of tanks which contained little or no supply of water in the middle
f N vzzamber and under the high level sluices of other tanks (Wlth a few exceptions)
o ffer d considerably from the deficient rainfall between the middle of October and
suﬁ?.r: hc§nb ember. Good rain (4:73 inches on an average for the district) from the
the]ftt oy O§Oth l\fovember was in time to prevent or postpone total failure of crop
(251:0613; ineVery few cases); but the yield, particularly of the crops on dry lands, has

been greatly affected.” |

ition in the middle of December. The subsequent rainfall in

Sli(;h :?;Z t)};ﬁ;) (isﬁ inches on an average for the district. In the Ponnéri taluk

]216(;’2:;1 rbilll'uv;dl\ir %t was less than an inch, and at Sattiyavedu it was only 0-05 of an
a]

inch. In January there was 1o rain anywhere.

op (11,000 acres), grown chiefly in Tiruvallir and to a less

?;._Th&;‘;‘eggr;f. I:m(d ﬁladuréntakam, had already beep harvested ; and also
exten }in two-thirds of the ragi erop (42,000 acres), grown in all taluks but most
more than Tiruvalldr, Conjeeveram and Madurdntakam. Of the industrial crops, the
l.arg'ely 1 0100 cres), arown largely in Tiruvallar and to a considerable extent in
indigo (19,00 acres), & (8,000 acres), grown on fairly large extents in

i ingelly-oil seeds iTge
%mmﬁfﬁuésgfee%ler?lm 5':md Madurantakam, were also harvested earlier in the year.
rav )

it er 20,000 acres had been harvested up to the end of
Of the paddy, Ol;lyagd)l’ltgllzps V011 864,000 acres were still .on the ground, as also
Novemb}fl'- h lo 0% the varagu (49,000 acres)—a very important crop in the Madu-
nearly t e*“i i and important also in Tiruvallir and Chingleput—and the cholam
réntakem iy rown chiefly in Tiruvallir and Madurintakam, These, together with
(7:09‘0 acreb%, gd-nrains including pulses ” (18,000 aqres) and the ground-nut (4,100
the ¢ other &‘: rops liable to be affected by the failure of the North-East monsoon
acres), were - t}fat have been seriously affected are the paddy crop and the varagu.
rains. The croPSt kam taluk, the slight rainfall in December helped on the latter
In the Madurinta will be po’or, but the extent of failure or very short crop will not
crop. The -Ogttlflrr:he cultivated extent. In the Tiruvallér taluk the proportionate.
exceed a third 0 that will yield little or no outturn is about the same (one-third), but
area of this crogc’he remaining area is not expected to be much more than four annas on
the outturn Or'_lphe failure has been almost complete in_the Varadayyapalayam firka of
:.}111 ag:{é?‘;-v edu division, as might be expected from the faot that, with the exception

e

£ a slight shower on the 31st December, there was no rain at Sattiyavedu in
0

December and January. G |
. t, however, is the paddy erop. the very large area (864,600
acres])m;;’G ;?n}ﬁz;tai?his crop W;s standing at the end of November last, about 62:000_;

acres are dry land, distributed as under:—

ACS,
Ponnéri ... oo . 12,888
Saidapet o . e ‘s 2,000
Tiruvalltr e . ,
Conjeeveram . ... e e e e 20,000
Chinglepllt ane “re ' eoe aen cow ces ose YY) 5,000
Maduréntak&m ces ey sae e s YY) ave sea. 9,000

The failure of the crop on this arca has been very extensive. On more thap halt
of it the crop has either failed entirely or will yield a very poor outturn, and on the
rest the outturn will be poor. Im the Sattiyavedu division and the more eastern part.
of the Ponnéri taluk, the failure has been almost complete. : :
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Coming to the Paddy crop on wet lands the extent of w;
crops of which the outturn will be nominal, z'.7e., under OHGOaUIV;lthered ero
60,000 acres, distributed as follows :-—

) TP (including
) 18 estimated at about

Ponnéri ... ACS.
Saidapet e . 15,000
Tiruvalltr see 7,000
Conjeeveram o 12,000
Chingleput . 6,000
Madurantakam .. : soe -« 10,000
N . . 10,000

The figure given for Said; t m: . . )
comorpe, figt hig%. aldapet may be found taq low, and that

The ratio of the estimated area of withered
lands is nearly 1 to 6. It is highest in the Ponne?ri et;(}ﬁlso t}he
3. It is specially high in particular tracts, namely ;.

(1) the northern and eastern parts of '
v t ".

Kattur, Vayalur and part of the Nayar It)agils)o; he  Ponpsrs taluk (the Seganiyam,

for Tiruvallgr

a few villages in a western corner negy Senraymp.

Van dah(ii) the Tirukkalukundram firka of the ¢y,

th-west corner of the taluk,

year are compared with ‘those granted ip 1890~ated Temissions for.shavi in the current

Was a somewhat similar fajlyre of the N Orth-Eagtl nf(?d 1892_.93, iu whieh years there

nsoon rains ;—

l 1890-91, , 1892-93, I .

1897-93,

Swidapet [Tt e | e as . Rs.
Copenllr C I | ey | T N,
Cor}Jeevemm o ve .. 53,979 34,62‘3 21,000
hinglepug ,, *° AR 6,672 391 36,000
BIJLdurénta,kam ot ve .o 27,8]5 22‘303 10)000

.o e X} .. 17,971 ]O,‘134 38,’000

11 e
and less) luded remissiong fop short €rop (of two anp
as

5. The parts most Severely affocted i th

tagil of the Avur firka, he v, part nont yearare (1) g, g,

yalur firka anq part of the Ny ganiyam

Shola.
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where the crop has not altogether failed the outturn will, in most cases, be poor; and
the yield of the paddy crop on dry lands and the varagu crop will be very short where
it has not failed entirely. " In the Varadayyapalayam firka of the Tiruvalldr taluk the
ryots are not quite so dependent on these crops as in the Ponnéri taluk. Indigo and
ragi are grown to a fairly large extent ; there is also some cultivation of cholam,
cumbu and gingelly oil-seeds; and there are a good many wells. In the affected
tract of the Ponndri taluk there is hardly anything grown but paddy, and there are
few wells, The difficulty of meeting the Government demand will, therefore, be
greater, probably, in the latter tract ; but it may be expected to occur in individual
villages of the former tract also.

So far as the yield of the paddy and varagu crops on dry lands is concerned, I

~ would have no hesitation in recommending the remission of half the assessment on the

dry lands cultivated with these crops in the two tracts in question ; but T do not
consider that any special concession in respect of dry lands need be granted in villages
in which there has not also been a very serious failure of the paddy crop on the wet
lands, and even in the severely affected tracts there are villages in which this has not
been the case. In some the tanks are larger or have better means of supply ; in some
others the crops on the wet lands have been, for the most part, saved by baling from
wells or pools. Any concession that may be granted will require to be by villages
rather than by tracts. It is, therefore, difficult to recommend any special concession
in regard to dry lands, as it would have to apply to tracts.

Moreover, the paddy crep on dry lands is a speculative oue, and it is not desir-
able to encourage it by granting any special concession in respect of it, In some cases,
1t is true, the dry lands on which it is grown are classed as ménaviri and are assessed
at a somewhat higher rate than the ordinary dry rate ; but such lands are scattered,
and from enquiries that I have made in particular villages in which the extents are
large I have found that no general recommendation can be made in their behalf.

7. The couclusion arrived at is that, if it is necessary to assist the poorer ryots
of the specially affected tracts to tide over this very unfavourable seasn without
selling the grain recuired for food and seed or disposing of their cattle or encumbering
their small plots of land, the assistanco must be in.the form of postponement of
collections. To this form of concession also there are objections, and I shall not
recommend it unless I find 1t to be essential. It is a little too early yet to judge
whether it will be necessary, but I anticipate that it will be in the case of the smaller
pattadars in particular villages of the worst affected tracts.

8. Speciul arrangements have been made for the prompt azmoish and check
inspection of shavi in all taluks, and the jamabandi will be commenced early in Mareh.
I intend to settle the Ponnéri taluk myselt, in the special circumstances of the year,
and it will be possible to ascertain definitely at the jamabandi whether any concession
in the matter of postponement of collections is necessary and, if so, whai the )~ ‘tations

should be. ‘
9. The postponement of coilections in respect of ascertained shavi (present) and
“wet” waste'(due to deficiency of water) has already been ordered.

10. There remains the question of whether any severe distress, requiring relief by
Grovernment, may be apprehended. It occurred in 1891 ; but, as already remarked,
the previous year was an unfavourable one. It may occur in the worst affected parts
this year, and they are being watched ; but the labouring classes, who would be
affected first, have not yet begun to stint themselves and still find empioyment. In
this connection it is important to remember that in the Ponnérj taluk there is not
much cultivation of the earlier crops under the South-West monscon. On the other
hand, in that taluk the labouring classes have recently had, and in some parts are
still having, an unusual amount of labour in connection with the repair of tanks under
the Tank Restoration Scheme and the formation of the embankment for the Madras-
Bezwada Railway line. For the more easterly villages, too, there will be work in the
salt pans ; and the labourers in some of the villages in the north of that taluk find a good
deal of work in excavating shells. There is, however, an interior belt which may

cause anxicty.
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11. There is a small Zemin tract, north-east of Ndcaldpuram (betw i
14puram and the Sattiyavedu hills), Whieh is also being f‘,,arei?ully W%(ltche dien {Ihlc; hN(\.;gua
the valley, on the Varadayyapalayam side, the situation is not so serious but’ in thg
villages at the mouth of the valley (towards Ndgaldpuram), the failure of the crops has
been extensive and almost complete. It is, however, a small traet and 1ab0u1¥) Wiﬁ
probably be found—ifor a little longer at any rate—in the villages higher up th
valley and in the Government villages near Ndgaldpuram where ?he crops are p de
The people are not stinting themselves at present, but the poorer classes sgem % ghoo .
no stock of grain and live on the cooly earned from day to day. 0 have

12. I visited the Sattiyavedu division, including the tract j :
month and also the Ponnéri taluk, and I ix’ltend to m;ke a tour tﬁifxie:}f;or&q, }f;st
put taluk this month. 8 ingle-

Raap—also the following letter from D. D. MURDOCH, Esq., Acti
. . o 2 . t o
Chingleput, to the Famine Secretary to the Cnmm,issign’er OE i’?:vgﬂeecstgtilgf

ment and Director of the Department of .
dated Saidapet, 8th FebmaryPISQS,HDig. le)?fnélﬂﬁef(-)rds and Agriculture,

In continuation of my letter, of the 5th instant, No 1

paragraph 10 thereof, 1 have the honour to state that 1 n0377{)ea?1!11dt}1‘:t1ﬂ'clhleej§ I‘iisntcoe ‘;g
no .man'ufacture of salt this year in the factories of the Ennore and Vayalur circle
"This will aggravate the situation in the east of the Ponnéri taluk betwesen the Ars:
and the Cortelliyar rivers, and that is a tract in which it will be specially difficult zu
meet any pressing de[nand for labour that may arise. Road works cannot be ‘ro;ridedo
the existing roads being unmetalled and there being no quarries anywhere ner;r The
quarries are by the side of the northern trunk road or west of it. ~All the irr.ioatiofl
works have been recently put in repair (under the Tank Restoration Scheme) ° The
track is not su1-tab1e for digging wells, the water in them being brackish and 1.msuit-
able for 1rr1gat.;10.n. In the SOl.lth of the tract there is one work available, the Minjur
channel ; but it 1s a .comparatlvely small work, the amount of the estimate available
for famine labour being only Rs. 2,142. The only other work that could be taken up
in gase o(f1 nece:;snt)(r1 is what dlS knoZVE as the Vayalur project, but that is a work which,
under orders alrea assed, must be reserved f 1 istre
ey 1 doubtf{;l.P ) or a perlod of very severe distress.

2. T think it right to bring this to notice, as the Commission

ring , er of Salt B
was probably unaware that it will not be possik,)le to provide labour on ordinary i:f:l::ae
nor even on useful relief works, for the large number of labourers (the Tahsildar of

Ponnéri estimates the number at 2,000) who will be deprived of thei
the next few months by the stoppage of salt mamufactul}")er.IVC of thelr usual work for

ResoLvrion—No. 76, dated 14th February 1898.
Submitted for the information of Government.

2. The rainfall of the district has been untimely and defici

' _ eficient i

g:)xsuA 1111 th: tf}i}rst o(‘fi tlEeDColleetor’s letters read abo):'e. Four-lf(iaz'lthzls‘osfh(EI;W(:l tl«‘:llln]ais }fzrxlci
. 4 .

suppﬁ};}; y at the end o ecember, and the majority of the remainder held but small

3. Cumbu (11,000 acres) and ragi (42,000 acres) were harvested chiefly in Tiru-

vallir, Chingleput and Madwidntakam taluks before November 1897 and were not

adversely affected by the season. The Collector gi i iti

. gives details of the
!ater crops, of‘ which paddy (364,000 acres) and varagu (49,000 acr:s(;n;l;;ma)eofntohsi
important. The outturn will be very severely affected by the bad season, and th
Collector anticipates that at least Rs. 1,81,000 must be remitted for withered cro .
The Board approves of the action of the Collector in not extending the azmoish of 'p;‘
lands to short crop, under the eircumstances explained. o h

O
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4. The Doard is, however, unable to accept the arguments of the Collector for not
recommending any remission on dry lands in the affected p:art.s of the Tiruvallir and
Ponnéri taluks. There may be no necessity for such remiscion, but the reasous put

do not appear sound. The reasons assigned are (1)

forward for not recommending it ' ; i
that no concession seems called for in respect of dry lands in those villages which have

had a fair wet crop ; (2) that many of the villages which have lost their dry crops have
had fair wet crops ; (3) thaty in consequence, any concession will have to be granted
by villages rather than by tracts; and (4) tbat, as concessions fer loss of dry. crops
have under the rules to be made by tracts and not b_y villages, 1t 18 difficult to make
any recommendation. The only question to be considered 1s whether there has been
a general failure of dry erops : it is immaterial what has become of the wet crops. It
is 1o be remembered that, in villages where both wet and dry cultivation are found, it
is generally only the poorer classes who cultivate the dry lands ; at any rate, they
cultivate but very little of the better lands. Mapy pattas, of course, do 1{1(51.ude both
wet and dry lands, but this is no reason for re‘fusmg the benefits of the remission rules,
to which the ryots otherwise have a claim. The Collector’s opinion as to the specula-
tive nature of - the rainfed paddy crops .al.ld the undesnab.lhty of encpuraging such
cultivation, should not snfluence the decision of the question : for, according to the

’ hich the lands were settled, Government is not concerned with the

inciples under w
prineib & cultivated. The Collector suggests a postponement of collections,

: the crops ; ” : .
Iﬁ?ll;utrlgi: fpro%abl}f) will be insufficient 1n the Seganiyam tagil of the Avur firka, the

ik the Nayar tagil of the Sholavaram firka of the Ponnéri taluk and in
Xl?%lglrzi:}lﬁa?;liaiyam ﬁzka of the Tiruvalldr taluk where 1"emission of assessment on
dry lands in whole or in part may be necessary. The Collector will be requested
to report whether he wishes to recommend any remission of assessment on dry lands,
bearing in mind that his decision should not be mﬂgenced by the state of the wet crops
and that for purposes of dry remission, the ¢ tract”’ may be of any size, and ordinarily
1 illage—wvide paragraph 2 of B.P., No. 2610, dated 2nd November

it of area 13 a V1
;g%-lzmig(; aillfaGiO., No. 1302, Revenus, dated 22nd November 1832,
’

5. The Collector’s action in ordering postponemeat of collection in respect of
asccrtained shavi and web waste is approved.

6. Since writing his main report the Collector has become aware that the Salt
Department does not propose to continue operations this year in the Ennore and Vayalur
circles. This decision very materially _affects the question of the neces§1ty for employ-
ment being provided by tke State. It is understood, however, that the Salt Department
can, in the event of no other guitable work .b_emg available, give a certain amount of
employment by fencing factories and repalring patrol paths. These Werks would,
however, be taken in hand only as famine reliet works, on the understanding that the
cost should be debited to 33." Famine and not to the depart_ment. The orders of
Government are solicited whether such an arrangement is permissible.

7. The areas in which relief may become necessary are now well known and the
Collector is therefore requested to report at once Wh??.t works he intends to take up
in such tracts in the event of relief becomung imperative, so that the plan of campaign
may be fully considered. All rehef works in the}r 1nitial stages will be conducted on
the intermediate system, a description of which will be found in G.0., No. 430, dated
3rd June 1897, herewith tarnished. The rate of wages proposed should be reported.
A fow large central works should be preferred to a number of small scattered works,

8. The price of rice is in some stations above the searcity rate while the price of
ragi is approaching it.

(True Copies and Extract.)

. Famine Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. ‘
,» Oollector of Chingleput with copy of G.0., No. 430,
dated 3rd June 1897,

Exd. A. F. Eccleston.
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-Abstract of Season Report for the week ending 5th February 1898,

) CHINGLEPUT.
Water-supply insufficient for irrigation. Ploughing, sowing, weeding and transplanting in parts.

Standing wet crops have failed or will fail; dry crops generally fair, but paddy on dry lands withered. .
Paddy, varagu, ground-nut, maize, ragi and sweet-potato harvested ; outturn bad to averagg. 4‘
Pasture sufficient, fodder available. Condition of cattie generally good. Deaths from cholera 22.
Season generally unfavourable especially in Ponueri, Tiruvallur, baidapet and Chingleput. Demand
for employment being loqallx ‘met._ ] e s et
RAINFALL AND PRICES OF THE STAPLE FOOD-GRAINS.
RAINFALL IN INCHES. Prices IN Serrs (or 80 ToLAs) prR Ruper
Ut, :0 ::eie[?g;r Rice. Ragi. Cholam. Cumbu.
18t April
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\—Abstract of Season Report for the week ending 12th February 1898,
CHINGLEPUT.
Water-supply insufficient for irrigation. Ploughing, sowing, weeding and transplanting in parts
Standing wet crops good or fair under wells river channels and large tanks but have failed or will
fail on large areus elsewhere; dry crops generally fair, except rain-fed p: _.y. Paldy. varagu, ground-
nut, cholam, ragi and sweet-potato harvested ; outturn bad to average. Pasture sufticient; fodder
available, but getting scarce in parts. Cndition of cattie generally goud. Svason generally unfavour-
able espedially in Ponueri, Tiravallur and Saidapet.
‘ %
RAINFALL AND PRICES OF THE STAPLE FOOD-GRAINS.
RAINFALL IN INCHES. »~1cE8 IN Szrrs (or 89 ToLas) PER Rurkr
Ut 120 wngeekef::g£ d Rice. Ragi. Cholam. Cumbau.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Reven
Records and Agriculture), No. 76, dated 14thu§e(b1§2::;ul‘38§gtfliment, Land

Read—again the following Proceedings of the Board of
Agri.), Mis. No. 807,o dated 5th Februa(l)'y lfgggfff (RS, L.R. anq

Read—the following letter from D. D. MURDOCI, Esq.. Actine .
gleput, to the Famine Secretary to the Com’miss(ilo,nerczlfnr’»e(\{(éﬂicet(g ?tfl oin
and Director of the Department of Land Records ang A ricult ettlement
Saidapet, 2nd February 1893, Ref. on No. 149-GL ;. - &' cuture, dated

As desired in paragraph 8 of the B.P., Mis. No. 10144, ¢ t
1897, I have the honour to submit a further,report on the COild]'ii?)i 31213(1 pGCember
the district. ‘ Prospects of
2. The following statements are appended, bringing u]i to a more recent date th
e

information furnished in the similar statements appended to my letter J; .
the Board’s Proceedings referred to above :— y fetter disposed of in

~A. Th infall at h Tahsi ;
Cation, e rain at eac ahsildar’s and Deputy Tahsildar’s head-quarter
B. The supply in the tanks at present,
C. The cultivation in each taluk in the current vear as ;
average for the past four years, d compared with the

D. The prices of rice (seeond sort) and ragi at the different report] :
in the district. ) & porting stations

3. Frpm statement A it will be seen that the further rainfall in December was
only 1+44 inches (on an average for the district), and there was no rain in J anuary,
In the Tiruvallir and Ponnéri taluks the rain in December was particularly light, being
only 0 05 of an inch at Sattiyavedu, 0-68 at Tiruvalldr and 0-88 at Ponnéri. °

4. From statement B, it will be seen that about four-fifths of the number of
in the district were empty before the end of January., o of tanks

. 6. Ihe .following table, extracted from statement C, shows the total cultivation
in the dls.trlct up to December as compared with the average of four years for the
eorresponding period :—

Dry. Wet.
First crop. 8econd crop. First crop. ’ Second erop.
Acs. .o
Total cultivation up to December . e . 217,483 $,0'7843 3:50,88'35 23%%0
Average fur the corresponding peried ., . 207,591 14,303 825,796 28,’ 035

——r

. The cultivation of first crop upto December in the ¢urrent year is thus seen to be
in excess of the average by acres 9,592 under * dry ”” and acres 20,039 under « wet.”
The secoud-crop cultivation under ¢“wet ” is also in excess of the average by acres
1,925, but under “dry * it is less than the average by acres 4,560,

L ——————
—t
.
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6. The average cultivation from January to March (vide statement C) is—

ACS.\
DIY v eve e e e . 12,418
First crop ... {Wrgt U1 Y13

Dry ase see ese s [y X 11,060

Second €roP.es  +tt ) Wet oo wee eee e wee ... 49,517

Tn the total cultivation for the year there will, it is now found, not be much
deficiency in the first crop on dry lands, bl}t.a considerable decrease may be expected
in the second crop on dry lands. The deficiency in the. first-crop cultivation on wet
lands will not exceed 10,000 acres, and may be considerably less. The estimate
already made of the deficiency in tbe second-crop cultivation on wet lands, viz., acres

40,000, does not reguire alteration.
7. The probable remissions for withered crops on wet lands may be estimated at

about— .
RS, BA.
¢ e e e e 45,000 Conjeeveram ... 18,000
g:i?ig,;gt ves v oo veo 21,000 Chivgleput . oo 30,’000
Tiravallar . vee e .. 86,000 Madurantakam .., «. 30,000

These amounts aggregate Rs. 1,80,000. The remissions in respect of wet waste
(other than mamul waste) may amount to about Rs. 40,000,

8. I have not considered it necessary to bring up to date the information given
in the last report regarding the crops raised in each taluk and those on the ground, as
the cultivation subsequent to November has not been important and as the crops are

. now being harvested. Particulars up to the end of this month (February) will be more

useful and will be obtained for a future report, and it will then also be possible to
give more exact information regarding the outturn of the crops.

9. From statement D, 1t will be seen that the price of rice (second sort) is still above
the scarcity rate at Saidapet, Poonamallee, Chingleput, Sattiyavedu, and has risen
slightly sinee my last report. The price of ragi has not yet reached the scarcity rate
anywhere. ' :

. 10. A supplemental report will be submitted in two or three days, in which the
situation in each taluk will be dealt with in greater detail, and the question of whether
any special relief to the ryots will be required by way of further remissions of revenue
or postponement of collections will be discussed ; also the question of whether any
measures for the relief of distress are likely to be required.
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e
Encrosure No. 4. )
D.—Prices in seers of 80 tolas.
Sattiyavedu. Ponnéri, Ti P ——
. iravallr. Baida;
pet. Poonama)
lee.
- . - - . . \.
Rice Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi, | Rice Ragi Ri
. . co. | Ragi
i 2 3 4 .
1 6 7 8 9 10 T

3rd July 1897 .. | 982 | 1781 1096 | 1644 | 1095 | 17-81

25th September 1897 .. | 9 : . ) '
27th November 831 | 14 982 | 1713 | 1019 | 1918 | 982 | 1ogy | o8 | 1267
25th December ,: :: 831 1;?3 ggg igg; ooy 160 8.3(2) ig% ggs 1509
20th J 189 . : ' 944 . . 30 ‘
wembor i | S| BI | s weor | ek | dewt | own o | Em |
70 | 812 | 13-02
Briperambéddir Conj
. jeeveram. Chingleput Uthi
. iramerur. | Madurntaka
m,
—_ Rice. i ico. i i ’
Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice. | Ragi. | Rice Ragi. | Ri
. . 1ce, Ragi.
12 13 14 15
16 17 18
19 20
: 21
3rd July 1897 .. 1167 | 1472 ¢
Jrd July | I 982 | 13-68 : .
TiT etk BRI RCE L AR R
27th November 887 0 | 1117 | 1666 | 1006 | 15-90 29 | 13768 | 1099 | 1283
y e 1380 | 1006 | 1672 | 808 | 1272 | 9z | b0 | 1076 | 1625
. 368 | 888 | 145
4

25th December ,, 10016 | 1
. 472 1066 .
29th Jenuary 1898 964 15:18 875 | 13 5
. 1472 | 964 | 1472 | 1 12 | 935 | 1454
88 13-12 935 9-35 13:68
13-68 936 | 13
68

Warning rate Tos. Ragh
Scarcity rate - N ' o ° -+ 1120 18-00
‘e .o s 8:40 1200
. Resolution—Mis, No. 807, dated 5th February 1898
Recorded i i
letter. pending receipt of further report promised 'in paragraph 10 of th
1 Y e

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
o Famine Secretary.

Copy to Government, Revenue, Department
?

A b oo
, Collector of Ching‘]?:;)ut'copws of four statements,

Read—also the followin
. g letter from D, D. ¥
Chineleput . . D. MURDOCH, Egq. { ‘
mentg a"é’&l ’Dti(;:(ii rF 3;1121}112 Sﬁc:e;atrgl totthe Comm’issisoqn:arA c?ft liilegve?lillegfeﬁlgf
. r )
dated Saidapet, 4th February 113898, %lis. (iroLg?((l) .138_cords and Agriculture,

I have the honour to submit the supplemental re

paragraph of my letter, dated the 2nd instant, Ref port promised In the concluding
Y

condition of the district with reference to the pmspec‘t SOOI; tlg g.sifs%-(}l., regarding the
n.
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9. Ag remarked in my letter of the 17th December 1897, Dis. No. 3707, though
the rainfall in April, May and June was deficient, the average was slightly exceeded
in July and August, and the rainfall was specially heavy in September (10-49 inches
against an average of 4:94 for the district). In October, however, there was little rain

only 2-21 inches against an average of 8'55), and in November also it was deficient
(503 inches against an average of 11-64).” It has also been remarked in that letter
that the standing crops “on dry lands and on wet lands (unprotected by wells) under
the large number of tanks which contained little or no supply of water in the middle
of November and under the high level sluices of other tanks (with a few exceptions)
suffered considerably from the deficient rainfall between the middle of October and
the 24th November. Good rain (4'73 inches on an average for the district) from the
95th to the 30th November was in time to prevent or postpone total failure of crop
(except in very few cases) ; but the yield, particularly of the crops on dry lands, has

been greatly affected.” _

Such was the position in the middle of December. The subsequent rainfall in
December was only 1'44 inches on an average for the distriet. In the Ponnéri taluk
and at Tiruvalldr 1t was less than an inch, and at Sattiyavedu it was only 0-05 of an

inch. In January there was 1o rain anywhere.

3. The cumbu crop (11,000 acres), grown chiefly in Tiruvallir and to a less
extent in Conjeeveram and Madurdntakam, had already been harvested; and also
more than two-thirds of the ragi crop (42,000 acres), grown in all taluks but most
largely in Tiruvalldr, Conjeeveram and Maduréntakam. Of the industrial erops, the
indigo (19,000 acres), grown largely in Tiruvallir and to a considerable extent in
Ponnéri, and the gingelly-oil seeds (8,000 acres), grown on fairly large extents in

Tiruvallir, Conjeeveram and Madurdntakam, were also harvested earlier in the year.

Of the paddy, only 2 little over 20,000 acres had been harvested up to the end of
The paddy crops on 364,000 acres were still on the ground, as also
whole of the varagu (49,000 acres)—a very important crop in the Madu-
r4ntakam taluk and important also in Tiruvallir and Chingleput—and the cholam
(7,000 acres),; growi chiefly in Tiruvalldr and Madurintakam. These, together with
the ¢ other food-grains including pulses ” (18,000 acres) and the ground-nut (4,100
acres), were the crops liable to be affected by the failure of the North-East monsoon
rains. The crops that have been seriously affected are the paddy crop and the varagu.
In the Madurdntakam taluk, the slight rainfall in December helped on the latter
crop. The outturn will be poor, but the extent of failure or very short crop will not
exceed a third of the cultivated extent. In the Miravallér taluk the proportionate
area of this crop that will yield little or no outturn is about the same (one-third), but

. the outturn on the remaining area is not expected to be much more than four annas on
an average. The failure has been almost complete in the Varadayyapalayam firka of
the Sattiyavedu division, as might be expected from the fact that, with the exception
of a slight shower on the 81st December, there was no rain at Sattiyavedu in

December and January.

Most important, howeve , is the paddy erop. Of the very large area (364,000
acres) on which this erop - as standing at the end of November last, about 62,000

acres are dry land, distributed as under : —

November.
nearly the

ACS.

Ponnéri ... ... 15,000
Saidapet sne e 5,000
Tiruvalltr et s 8,000
Conjeeveram ... 20,000
Chingleput o . 5,000
MaduIéntakam see ase aee ven see » 9,000

" The failure of the crop on this area has been very extensive. On more than half
of it the crop has either failed entirely or will yield a very poor outturn, and on the
rest the outturn will be poor. In the Sattiyavedu division and the more eastern part

of the Ponnéri taluk, the failure has been almost complete.
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Coming to the paddy crop on wet lands, the extent of withered erop (including

crops of which the outturn will be nominal, 7.e., under one anna) is estimated at about
60,000 acres, distributed as follows :=— aat
ACS,

Ponnél'i ose PN ses eee’ LYY ‘e e ses cen ]5’000
Saidapet . - ?’000
Tiruvallﬁr .ee eoo cos ves see ves ae vee 12’000
Conjeeveram ... £.000
Chingleput e e e 10,000
Madurantakam ... . . . 10,000

The figure given for Saidapet may be found too low, and that for Tiruvalldr
o high. .

some\r?;ﬁ:t :;)tio gf the estimated area of withered crop to the cult@vated area of wet

lands is nearly 1 to 6. It is highest in the.Ponnéri taluk where it is as much as 1 to

3. It is specially high in particular tracts, namely : —

(1) the northern and eastern parts of the Ponnéri taluk (the Seganiyam,
Kattur, Vayalur and part of the Nayar tagils) ; ' )

(2) the Varadayyapalayam firka in the north of the Tzruvallqr taluk, and also
the tract (east of Vadamadurai) that juts into the Ponnéri and Saidapet taluks, and
a few villages in a western corner near Senrayanpalayam and

(3) the Tirukkalukundram firka of the Chingleput taluk, and also a tract near
Vandalur. - ‘ ‘

" Adjoiuing the last tract is a specially bad part of the Saidapet taluk, west of
Pallavaram ; and another part of that taluk where the crops have suffered severely is
the tract between the Madras-Poonamallee road and the Madras Railway line, extending
also north of Avadi towards Kilkundiyar in the north-west corner of the taluk.

4. In the following statement the estimated remissions for shavi in the current
year are compared with those granted in 1890~91 and 1892-93, in which years there
was a somewhat similar failure of the North-East monsoon raing :—

— 1890-91. ] 1892-93. I 1897-98,
RS, RS, RS,
Ponnéri . . . e . 69,355 27,984 45,000
Saidapet . .e o .e .. 49,848 8,804 21,000
Tiravalldr .. . . . . 53,979 84,623 36,000
Conjeeveram e .. .. ‘e 6,672 3,916 19,000
Chingleput . . . . . 27,815 22,303 30,000
Madurantakam . .o . . 17,971 15,134 30,000

_ In drawing ‘conclusions from this comparison it must be remembered that the
remissions in 1890-91 and 1892-93 included remissions for short crop (of two annas
and less).

5. The parts most severely affected in the current year are (1) the Seganiyam
tagil of the Avur firka, the Vayalur firka and part of the Nayar tagil of the Shola-
veram firka in the Ponnéri taluk, and (2) the Varadayyapalayam firka in the north of
the Tiruvallir taluk, which extends south nearly to Uttukottai. In these two tracts
the season must be nearly as bad as in 1890-91. That year, however, followed on an
unfavourable season in the previous year, whereas the last four years have been fairlv
good ones. For this reason I have not considered it necessary to extend the shavi
azmoish to short crop, and this was the less necessary because the extent on which
the crop will be more than nominal but not more than two annas is not large. It is

also most difficult to estimate with any accuracy a crop of between one and two annas,

and the concession would have opened a door to fraud.

6. It has now to be considered whether it is necessary to grant any other special
concession in the two tracts above mentioned, and, if so, whether it should take the
form of partial remissions in respect of the dry lands on which paddy and varagu
crops were raised or of partial postponement of collections of revenue. Not only has
the failure of the paddy crop on wet lands been very extensive in these tracts, but

t
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where the crop has not altogether failed the outturn will, in most cases, be poor; and
the yield of the paddy erop on dry lands and the varagu crop will be very short where
it has not failed entirely. In the Varadayyapalayam firka of the Tiruvallir taluk the
ryots are not quite so dependent on these crops as in the Ponnéri taluk. Indigo and
ragi are grown to a fairly large extent; there is also some cultivation of cholam,
cumbu and gingelly oil-seeds; and there are a. good many wells. In the affected
tract of the Ponnéri taluk there is hardly anything grown but paddy, and there are
few wells. The difficulty of meeting the Government demand will, therefore, be
greater, probably, in the’latter tract ; but it may be expected to occur in individual-
villages of the former tract also. :

So far as the yield of the paddy and varagu crops on dry lands is concerned, I
would have no hesitation in recommending the remission of half the assessment on the
dry lands cultivated with these crops in the two tracts in question; but I do not .
consider that any special concessionin respect of dry lands need be granted in villages
in which there has not also been a very serious failure of the paddy crop on the wet
lands, and even in the severely affected tracts there are villages in which this has not
been the case. In some the tanks are larger or have better means of supply; in some
others the crops on the wet lands have been, for the most part, saved by baling from
wells or pools. Any concession that may be granted will require to be by villages
rather than by tracts. It is, therefore, difficult to recommend any special concession
in regard to dry lands, as it would have to apply to fracts.

Moreover, the paddy crop on dry lands is a speculative one, and it is not desir-
able to encourage it by granting any special concession in respect of it. In some cases,
it is true, the dry lands on which it is grown are classed as mdnavéri and are assessed
at a somewhat higher rate than the ordinary dry rate ; but such lands are scattered,
and from enquiries that I have made in particular villages in which the extents are
large I have found that no general recommendation can be made in their behalf.

7. The conclusion arrived at is that, if it is necessary to assist the poorer ryots
of the specially affccted tracts to tide over this very unfavourable scason without
selling the grain required for food and seed or disposing of their cattle or encumbering
their small plots of land, the assistance must be in the form of postponement of
collections. To this form of concession also there are objections, and I shall mot
recommend 1t unless T find it to be essential. It is a little too early yet to judge
whether it will be necessary, but I anticipate that it will be in the case of the smaller
pattadars in particular villages of the worst affected tracts.

8. Special arrangements have been made for the prompt azmoish and check
inspection of shavi in all taluks, and the jamabandi will be commenced early in March,
I intend to seftle the Ponnéri taluk myself, in the special circumstances of the year,
and it will be possible to ascertain definitely at the jamabandi whether any concession
in the matter of postponement of collections is necessary and, if so, what the limitations
should be.

9. The postpone‘ment of coilections in respect of ascertained shavi (present) and
¢ et waste (due to deficiency of water) has already been ordered.,

10. There remains the question of whether any severe distress, requiring relief by
Government, may be apprehended. It occurred in 1891 ; but, as already remarked,
the previous year was an unfavourable one. . It may occur in the worst affected parts
this yearaand they are being watched ; but the labouring classes, who would be
affected tirst, have not yet begun to stint themselves and still find employment. In
this connection it is important to remember that in the Ponnéri taluk there is not
much cultivation of the earlier crops under the South-West monsoon, On the other
band, in that taluk the labouring classes have recently had, and in some parts are
still having, an unusual amount of labour in connection with the repair of tanks under
the Tank Restoration Scheme and the formation of the embankment for the Madras-
Bezwada Railway line. For the more easterly villages, too, there will be work in the
salt pans ; and the labourers in some of the villages in the north of that taluk find a good
deal of work in excavating shells, There is, however, an interior belt which may
cause anxiety, '

Leh}
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11. There is a small Zemin tract, north-east of Ndoalinur,
14puram and the Sattiyavedu hills), which is also being g:‘:gﬁﬁ;;[?va(m??}tw(fen the N4ga-
. the valley, on the Varadayyapalayam side, the situation is not so secri:)3 : ngh_er up
villages at the mouth of the valley (towards Ndgaldpuram ), the failure I}S, but in the
been extensive and almost complete. It is, however, a small tract 0 dtbe crops hag
probably be found—for a little longer at any rate-—in the villa elsaT}ll. labour wip
valley and in the Government villages near N4galipuram where %}1 1gher up the
The people are not stinting themselves at present, but the POOrér ol € CTops are good,
no stock of grain and live on the cooly earned from day to day sses seem to

have

12. 1 visited the Sattiyavedu division \ including th 3 ;
month and a}lso the Ponnéri taluk, and I ix,ltend to mZkez zgﬁttﬁaﬁeﬁl"ne@» last
put taluk this month. 8 e Chingle-

—

R - e ow . om Do D- ) U E -9 or 0

ment and Director of the Department of .
dated Saidapet, th Februaryplsgs’n])i; lexgi%_ QPZ?E)rdS and Agriculture,

In clfl)nlt(i)n:;tionfoflnﬁy letter, of the 5th instant,
paragrap ereof, ave the honour to st i
no -man.ufacture of salt th_is year 1n the facto?it:st(i?ttklxenanl:Ilmaltl}éa% thelre P be
This will aggravate the situation in the east of the Ponnéri taluk bet o urhcnc]es_.
and the Cortell.lyar rivers, and that is a tract in which it will be s eci'wlel}end'f“ﬁe o
meet any pressing de{nand for labour that may arise. Road works czz)mnzt% : cqlt P
the existing roads being unmetalled and there being no quarries anywhe A
quarries are by the side of the northern trunk road or west of it. - All ?}ine'alt.' e
:voris‘ have bgen recently. put in repair (under the Tank Restor;ltion Sch:mlgl)lga%}gn
axi)ai(; 3 ;i iiti gs;tlitoﬂ)le %)11' t]il(legsgsggl W:(E“'fl’l tl;e Wat<19r in them being brackish andll'msujtt-3
] tion. uth o e tract there is one work avail: inj
g?ﬁ:;li; ebilatblt 18 l? comparatively small work, the amount of the g;;?}g;ttjl ZVIZtIiIIZbI;g
for famin our being only Rs. 2,142, The only other work that could be taken
case ol necessity 18 what is known as the Vayalur project, but that is a work Whi(:ilp
7

under orders already passed, must be r i
T wiibinr 1 doubtfﬁl.P » must be reserved for a period qf very severe distress,

2. T think it right to bring this to notj
was probably unaware that it will not ben;o;gflgl

nor even on useful relief works, for the large number of labourers (the Tahsildar of

Ponnéri estimates the number at 2.000 i
: b . A
the next few months by the stoppage 021’ :;lt(;) gsllllu}f):cgfxpel:wed of thetx uaual worls for

No. 270, and with reference to

as the Cpmmissioner of Salt Revenue
e to provide labour on ordinary works,

Resolution—No. 76, dated 14th February 189s.
Submitted for the information of Government,

] a

no supply at the end of D jori
gl ecember, and the majority of the remainder held but small

3. Cumbu (11,000 acres) and ragi (42,0
) imt , Te g1 (42,100 acres) were h i in Ti
Zgg;’egh;%'éﬁgztbﬁ% Madurénte%(;m taluks beforza N m?enfgg: stlegiq;h;ggy ﬁr’glﬁt‘
e season. C iv j condit ’
later crops, of which paddy (364,000 zcrgél)e(;tgg %':risvietaﬂs 00 ooy tion of the
:}mﬁoriant. The outturn will be very severely affected
ollector anticipates that at least Ry, 1,81,000 must be remitted for withered ¢rop

The Board approves of the action i
of the Co! i i
lands to short crop, under the circumstan(cjf(:)sI?eit;ll‘;tilrlxleg.O Fextonding the azmotih of wes

O

£
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4, The Board is, however, unable to accept the arguments of the Collector for not
recommending any remission on dry lands in the affected parts of the Tiruvalldr and
Ponnéri taluks. There may be no necessity for such remission, but the reasons put
forward for not recommending it do not appear sound. The reasons assigned are (1)
that no concession seems called for in respect of dry lands in those villages which have
had a fair wet crop ; (2) that many of the villages which have lost their dry crops have
had fair wet crops ; (3) that, in consequence, any concession will have to be granted
by villages rather than by tracts; and (4) that, as concessions for loss of dry crops
have under the rules to be made by tracts and not by villages, it is difficult to make
any recommendation. The only question to be considered 1s whether there has been
a general failure of dry erops : it is immaterial what has become of the wet crops. It
is to be remembered that, in villages where both wet and dry cultivation are found, it
is generally only the poorer classes who cultivate the dry lands; at any rate, they
cultivate but very little of the better lands. Many pattas, of course, do include both
wet and dry lands, but this is no reason for refusing the benefits of the remission rules,
to which the ryots otherwise have a claim. The Collector’s opinion as to the specula-
tive nature of the rainfed paddy crops and the undesirability of encouraging such
cultivation, should not influence the decision of the questio_n: for, according to the
principles under which the lands were settled, Government is not concerned with the
nature of the crops eultivated. . The Collector suggests a postponement of collections,
but this probably will be insufficient in the Seganiyam tagil of the Avur firka, the
Vayalur firka and the Nayar tagil of the Sholavaram firka of the Ponnéri taluk and in
the Varadayyapalaiyam firka of the Tiruvalldr taluk where remission of assessment on
dry lands in whole or in part may be necessary. The Collector will be requested
to report whether he wishes to recommend any remission of assessment on dry lands,
bearing in mind that his decision should not be influenced by the state of the wet crops
and that for purposes of dry remission, the “ tract ”’ may be of any size, and ordinarily
the unit of area is a village—vide paragraph 2 of B.P., No. 2646, dated 2nd November
1882, read in G.O., No. 1302, Revenue, dated 22nd November 1852, -

5. The Collector’s action in ordering postponement of collection in respeet of
ascertained shavi and wet waste is approved.

6. Since writing his main report the Collector has become aware that the Salt
Department does not propose to continue operations this year in the Ennore and Vayalur
circles. 'This decision very materially affects the question of the necessity for employ-
ment being provided by the State. It is understood, however, that the Salt Department
can, in the event of no other suitable work being available, give a certain amount of
employment by fencing factories and repairing patrol paths. These works would,
however, be taken in hand only as famine reliet works, on the understanding that the
cost should be debited to 33. Famine and not to the department. The orders of
Government are solicited whether such an arrangement is permissible.

7. The areas in which relief may become necessary are now well known and the

" Collector is therefore requested to report at once what works he intends to take up

in such tracts in the event of relief becoming imperative, so that the plan of campaign
may be fully considered. All relief works 1n their initial stages will be conducted on
the intermediate system, a description of which will be found in G.0., No. 430, dated
3rd June 1897, herewith furnished. The rate of wages proposed should be reported.
A few large central works should be preferred to a number of small scattered works.

8. The price of rice is in some stations above the scarcity rate while the price of
ragi is approaching it. :
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Famine Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

., Collector of Chingleput with copy of G.0., No. 430,
dated 3rd June 1897.
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dry lands, the Government desires to point out that no such claj
by the rules. The general principle is that “no remission of assessment on ypjppq.
gated land will be granted.” Where “in very exceptional years or under ye,
exceptional cirecumstances ” g concession in this respect may appropriately be consj-
dered, 1t should be understood that 1t 18 not to be admitted unlesg in such Yery
exceptional eircumstances as are sure to attract the attention of the local officers.
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(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. 8. FORBES, |
Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,

Land Records and Agriculture),
Copy to the Board of Revenue, Land Revenue.
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