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6.0, No. 937, 12th November 1897.
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Dept. of Rev. & Agri.
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- Simla, the 237d Oclober 1897.
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NOVEMBER.

SIR,

) In paragraph 14 of the Government of India’s Circular No. 89-A., dated A
the 25th July 1884, which dealt with the preparation of forecasts of crops, it was
pointed out that in estimating the probable outturn of crops, there was no objection
to the employment of the American systerh under which 100 is used to denote an
average crop, or if preferred, that the system of anna notation might be adcpted,
provided that twelve annas were takento denote am average and sixteenannas a -

[ b s —

American sjstem of notation for estimating the outturn of crops.

Communicating to the Board of Revenue, for information and gnidanoe, letter from the
Government of India suggesting the adoption of the — in the forecasts.
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. Indeed there is reason to believe that apart from the formal iodi g
» estimates of cr tt furn ) mal periodical forecasts, all A 3§
R | : op-outturn furnished to the Government of Indig such for instan ,
, have been reported in connection with this year’s famine,’ are sub; e “
R uncertainty of standard ; and I ’ et Lo the samo |
R SRR c ainty of ird ; and Iam therefore 1o request that in future whenever
L " 1 GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. outturn 1s mentioned in such cuses, either the American notation may be,used or, if )
y O, 4

the anna scule is preferred, the standard on which it i
: 1t is based ma ‘ ' L
parcnthesis (so many annas=normal) is quite sutticient.’ Y be stated. " 4 brict ;

5. 1t will be noticed that in the above instractions. th « »
substituteq for “average.” ' The normal crop “has beezi deggz(:irdas 1‘1‘0 ;}?ﬁlc has IIJ‘e'en
past experience has shown to be the most gencrally recurring crop in a seriesrg W 101%
the typical crop ?f the I_oeal arca, the erop which the cultivator has a right (as it) vero)
to expect, and with which he is (or should be) content, while if he ge?s more hweﬁ‘e)
reason to rejoice, and if less he has ‘reason to eomplain.”’ This will not neeessz .Ias "
correspond with the average crop of a series of years, which is indeed an arithm tl:l )i i
abstraction, and muay possibly never occur. 'For it is obvious that in g tract in ehliei “
the agricultural standard is low and the harvest precarious, the yield of the 'ea‘: fll
fall below the normal as above defined more often and more largely than wi%l be "tvhe . A
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Reap—the following letter from” F. G. SLY, Fsq, I1.C.S,, Under Secretary. io the
" Govermnent of India (Department of Revenue and Agriculture—Agricul-
ture), to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Revenue Department, .
dated Simla, the 23rd Qctober 1897, Cir.-No. 9--27-4 :— . o
. In paragraph 14 of the Government of India’s Cireular No. 89-A., dated the 25th
July 1884, which dealt with the . preparation of forecasts of erops, it was pointed out
that in estimating the probable outturn of erops, there was no objection to the employ-
ment of the American system under Wh].ch 100 is used to denote an average crop, or if -
preferred, that the system of anna notation might be adopted, provided that 12 annas
were taken to denote an average and 16 annas a bumper erop.

2. It was, however, presently brought to the notice of the Government of India -
that the latter system was unsuited to the North-Western Provinces, where ordinarily

is used to denote a good avcrage crop and 20 to 22 annas a bumper crop.
16 annf'xsll -u : 8 t .-z .o Asit was considered essential that the sys-

Circul:;,r N; 85. _tem of notation should be uniform for all
, ! provinces, local Governments were asked
whether there would be .any objection.to the general adoption of that in use in the
North-Western Provinees. . The replies received shqwed that in some part or other of
he whole of some provinces, 16 annas 18 used to deno.te. an average erop ;
and all local Governments, with only two exceptions, were willing to adopt this %
standard in framing their crop forecasts. Accordingly, the (xov?rnmoqt of India, in ;
their Resolution No. 129-A—-7-197 of the .6th November 1885, pou}ted out the :
absolute necessity for the adoption of one uniform standard, and prescribed 16 annas }
ag the standard to be used in future to denote an average crop.
3. Since the revision of the form of crop forecasts in }89‘2, anna estimates are no
longer usedu 1fn the tfimal folrecagts; but
Revenue and Agricaltare, they are still frequently employed in the
Dogiiﬁ?:: ;To?is of 21st Decemberg1892. ﬁrs{and ‘second forecasts. It bas, how-

‘ ever, been strongly and repeatedly urged
upon the Government of India that the adoptionof a scale which is at variance with
that in local use necessarily tends to confuse the estimates; and it has been pointed
out that the result of this confusion is that in some provinces the estimate has never
yet been pitched 50 high asa sixteen-anna or average crop.

4. The Government of India have therefore decided that in future it shall be left

ernments and Administrations to fix the scale of notation for themselves,
being to secure that the returns are in

R T T

case in a highly cultivated and well irrigated tract, and that in the . f.

' L ‘ -former ¢
average will probably be considerably below the Ifxormal, while in the forme(;'aistta wt'ilﬁ
probably approximate yery closely toit. . + .. - Y
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Orprr—No. 937, Revenue, dated 12th November 1897, a

» -~ Communicated to. the Board o‘it‘t
o Revenue for information and guidance.

.1 (True Extract.) ' IR
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to local Gov mi :
in accordance with local conditions, the object be ‘
terms of a normal crop. To secure eonformity with local usage, 1t may even be neces-

gary to use different scales in different parts of the same province. This being so, it 13
obvious that the anna standard will no longer possess any fixed or uniform value, an

will therefore be unsuitable for use in any published forecasts, Iam therefore to
request that, in all future forecasts that may be furnished to the Government of India
or the Director-General of Statistics, the use of the anna notation may be entirely
discontinued, and the American notation used in its stead, 100 being taken to represent
a normal crop, and the estimated outturn being stated as a percentage of that erop
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