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Continuation of the Printed Précis, dated 10th August 1889.

157. The Government agrees with Mr. Winterbotham.—The Government con-
sidered that any idea of abolishing the

G.0., No. 452, Political, dated 4th September  coir monopoly against the wishes of the
18%9, in Board’s Proceedings, NO- 6070, Mis,, jslanders must for some time to come be

dated 23rd September 1£92. abandoned.
158. Orders in regard to Minicoy were deferred pending the return of the

Collector from the island, the inhabitants

G.0., No. 452, Political, dated 4th §epte¥nbel‘ of which had resisted the amin’s autho-
1889, in Board’s Proceedings, No- 6070; Mis., ity and disobeyed the orders in respect
dated 23xd Septembor 1892 to the clearance of the jungle.

159. At the same time, the impractical')il.ity of devising any scheme of
: , administration, which, with intentions
Local Government’s letter to the Government however good, the Raja would be able
of India, dated 4th September 1ﬁ§9, i(‘l‘séde to carry out, was ponted out to the
Board’s Proceedings; HO- 6070, Mis,, dated G vermment of India with the request
93rd Soptember 1892 that, as the necessary preliminary to the
the islands might be permanentl transferred

. troduction of an im roved system, . ;
zztrt(;leu Blritish rule, E malikhana calculated at liberal rates being a lowed to the

Raja. As ‘nstances of the difficulties inseparable from existing ar;angements were
noticed (1) the difficulty in abolishing the mgnopoly system 'whlch was all along
condemne and (2) the difficulty 1n introducing the alternative system of a tree-
tax owing to & large fall in the price of coir, & difficulty wylnch could have ]oeen
faced if the islands had all along been subject to the British rule. In Minicoy,
cortain elementary reforms, such a3 the clearance of _]ungles, the opening out of
fresh careers for the sailor popu]atwn .and the breaking down ofx' fch_e mono oly
under which the food supply was entirely Eie endent on an 1ndw1dua1. resident,
were Neeessary ; hut the{l could not pe carrie out so long as the fiction of the
Raja’s proprietary rights ad to be maintained and the Government, a8 t}le trustee
of the Raju’s interests, had to raise as m_uqh revenue as the 'Ra]a ever dlfi, for the
yeople were discontented with an administration vthh differed from 1ts prede-

cessor only in interfering with their ancient customs.

160. Disturbances n Androth.—An unr}ﬂ_y faction had disturl_)ed the peace and
defied the amin’s guthority- Mr. Twigg v1_euted the islands, prmsbed a few of the
oftenders and brought back some to the mainland to undergo ¥ ~isonment.
161. Administration 0 criminal justice.—The above punis. nts led to an
<amination of the legal position as regards the criminal administration of the
?'1 3a. The islands had been declared a scheduled tract and the Code of (riminal
i Procedure was applicable; but the Dis-
Mr. Winterbotham’s letter in G.0., Nos. 52, 53, trict Magistrate pointed out that the
dated 81st January 1890, 1n %035513 Lgro- rovisions of this law could not be made
coodings, No- 6070, Mis,, dated = °P*  {o fit in with any practicable scheme of

tev:ber 1892 administering the islands. In practice,
he said, it had been assumed that the islands were beyond the operation of the
Biitish "India Acts. 'I'he amin magistrates exercised jurisdiction by virtue of a

0 ot - Goyernment order and were guided by
« pide page b of the G.0. in BoATE S FOCEORY wh sob of simple * rules framed under the
ings, No- 3257, Mis., dated 30th May 18935 instructions of Government and cop-
the spirit of the Indian criminal law. It was desirable that the am’ s
ghould continue to exercise the same jurisdiction and powers under the orde of
d in aceordance with the custom of the islands and that the C~ nal

X qmment and 1 € ! :
g;)::;(;‘ure Code and certain other enactments hould be declared imapplic?
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162. The inclusion of the Laccadive Islands in the schedule to A
) § ule to Act XIV of

Page 8 of G.0., No. 52 Political, lated 31 1874 impli
g gt ] ik 1 t )10(1 ‘
Jgnuu.ry.l&ft), in Board’s P'rcceedings, Nf), part of Bl!‘itish }1:3; the islands formed
6070, Mis, dated 23rd September 1892. between this view 1za,ar.ld ;I;]le discrepancy
: 1at,
I }?mte'd Qutltodth:«;xt _Govemment, and penditrlxlé3 o(jfevrzrament of India izd{)g;gd Ry
e criminal a ministration were held in abe 1€ questions rais i
catiaatlt aised recardi
Y N the Local Governnle%trdlng

163. Future management of the islar
wds.—The Gov
ernment of In

G.0., Nos. 46, 47, Political, dated 26th January the Local Government’s Sglgaggiigggtid
B 0

{892, in Board’s Proceedings, No. 6070 declare the 1

3] y . ’ Slan 1 e

Mis., dated 23rd September 1892. tory and Submittgs ittof(l))l(‘3 tthtlSh Lt
e sanction of

time, tl - the Secretar
, the Local Government was asked to consider whaz D(r)(f)vis tate. : A% the satis
sion should be 1
nade

for the Raja either by way f |
ay of an annual malikhan
164. The Secretary of State, in w 80F P19 PETARL of & ™
, in reply, forwarded a mer TR Sl
norandum drawn
up b

O \ oy E its leos =
6.0, Nos. 46,47, Dol e o, 6070, o st o heid dhatybetom
Iy ‘ eedings, X6 . : Pt
Mis., dated 23rd Se tember l%92 0: G970, tive rigl o " exercise adminis -
P : S gblts in the islands, t} 1stra-
S ar Ly £ either obtai o y they n
b e e or by o A of sy s
5. The Local Government submitted a reply to the Z’l‘et 1e islands,
I morandum Of
the

G.0, N H le -
ikl eedings, .6 e
Mis., dated 23rd September 1502, 6070, doubts as to]ath(:t ;)v(? uld remove any
S8ess10n by th

e

over the islands. At the same time, i i it i

4 : e same time . nt of sovereign ri

Rs. 6,000 per annum to the Cannanor,e lfgtii;;li,flg;’;ested the grant of a mallirlwgrll;;light;
é 0

166. The Government of India, i
ia, in forwarding th
g the above to the Se
cretary of

G.0, No. 54 iti State, /

18?92,0in Aiéczglfgc?}r’oiﬁi?ﬁnlg?h lgf,pteé’(‘}%‘ar Sllbji,CtS t&ﬁ:((ll E]Ifgl 1ts own views on the

Mis., dated 231 Soptember 1892. ' that it was no lon(gegroge 4 01? it
repared either to

were British terri S RSP .
sh territory or to propose their annexI;tion eég?itletllllt;on i
n. arrears of peshkash

were cleared off, the existin
g system of administrati
ion should be in forc
orce. When

release from cequestratior

°8 y 1 became possible Raja mi be offered an

rent-charge 1n consideration of the Eession :);}:fle ialJa d bt i
slands.

167. The Secretary of St
e : '} State accepted the re :
f India. The latter desired to be informed O(fzotr}r:?;;l(()i::;g: Sn1Ofdth? Gﬁvemment
gress made in the liquida-

t'ion Of tl]e arrears Of 4 1
g SES : peshkash. Ihls d(}(',]'s.()n scttled t[ e quest OnNs ]
lng the admlmstratlon Of crimina.l '|u%tice 1 X 1 > : ; )

g . © E)r(l.

168. Mr. i :
b ththe : Slapég':f;‘gule’gg {zszt to the islands during 1891.—Mr. D
ot b, MY etiosd s ]f:’»e1s1de§ redressing such grieva;nc.e umergue paid a
e following improvements in the adsli?]sf :Vefe brought
1stration :—

(@) For the sharing sy
g system, under which the i
padhi-padhi (half
-and-half

Board’s Proceedings, No. 656, da crown lands i
Ngs, 0. 696, ted 18th ¥ anas in Kav .
gmbgr‘lﬂ’é)l, in G.0,, No. 150, Poliﬁg,:i was substituted a qaf:tthl b
P{;tooceezlgth F;}Jruary 1892, inside Board’s ?f assessment for t\’aen(:m .
Marolh‘llggs’ o. 1991, Mis., dated 30th Ject to the condition y}ye
’ Elots] assigned to the tcl
years and that at the end of the cowle peri e planted with cocoa
aid for each tree in bearing. wle period a rent of 10 palams .

e managed
cowles free,
ars, but sub-
oatvl'the SEVeral
u? d:m's should
¢ trees in five
Of cowr Shou]d be

5) Th ane :

A tgg i :t f:g“el;ﬂinlltlb‘ﬂef of four islets attached to the ig]
one of twenty ye b'a{’e any attempt to replace dyi 1sland of Agathi bei
y years subject to the condition that tl ying trees was o, 1 being
number of trees annually. 1e lessee shoul( 1‘4 anged to

plant a g
Malayaflca?mlxilg‘aﬁggﬁgﬁt:xmeﬁ Eﬁgﬁ:gr&{he .te%(l’hi“g of Hindust wii'
$0 I Minicoy stani in addit;

; ition to

Xt

Mr. Dumergue observed that
that consumed by the poorer ¢
was kept
probably defy
also kept down by the fear of lynch

except ©
ment interference woul

3

169. In regard to the monopoly in respect t0 the supply of rice to Minicoy,
the rice supplied by the monopolist was as good as
lasses on the mainland and that a hetter quality
for those who could or would afford it. The monopolist’s prices woul

foreign competition and his expenses wWere great. T he prices were
law. There were no obstacles to a free trade
al way of Govern-

he isolated position of the island, and the only effectu
This step

d be for Government t0 play the merchant itself.

was, in his opinion, not called for.

170. As regards the clearance of the jungle and the creation of a class of culti-
vators in Minicoy, there were less jungles there than in the other islands and an
abundance of cocoanut trees growing in and towering above the jungles. There
was no decrease in the cocoanut produce, and, in fact, owing to the shallowness of
tho soil, the serewpine was absolutely necessary for the protection of the young

he heat of the sun. The necessity for the clearance of the jungle on

palms from t . ! .
sanitary grounds had not been established, and there was no justification for

attempting t0 transform the sailors into agriculturists.
171. Mzr. Dumergue thought that WO of the three special Minicoy taxes—that
on fishing boats and that on vessels trading with Bengal——could be abolished as

being undesirable restrictions on trade.

172. The above views and recomin
Board and the ‘(yovernment.

endations were generally accepted by the

173. Lz’quidatz’on of the arrears of peshlsash and further correspondence with the
Government of Tndia and the Necretary of

49, Political, dated 12th August  State.—The Government of India was
o Board's Proceedings, 7O- 674, informed that it was impossible that the
arrears of peshkash due by the Raja
should ever be cleared off and was requested to move the Secretary of State to
reconsider the Jdecision already communicated regarding the sovereignty Over the
jslands.

174, Subsequently; the Collector

G.0., No. 5
1893, insid
Mis., dated 10th February 1894.

of Malabar suggested, as a means of reducing

the ever-growing arrears,

@.0.. No. b4, Political dated 30th January (1) that the peshkash should be
1804, inside Boards P"”c“%%’fgs’ No. 674, gpportioned between the islands which
Mis., dated 10tb February 189% were under sequestration and the Canna-

nore property which was not under sequestration but was held by the Raja as a

gubject of the British Government ; an

(2) that the arrears found due on the latter should be collected by the
application of Act 11 of 1864. He pointed out that the Raja bad 2 quantity of
sed extensive lands on the mainland. The Grovernment,

Jed wealth and posse?
e oonh aof t.]he princl.ple of the Collector’s proposal, desired the Collector t0

while approvin " Ui, desiTt
report \}vEethergche allegation that the Raja had means of liquidating the arrears was
' the (tovernment observed, it would determine Govern-

borne out by facts. true:
ment in taking coereive measures to recover as much as possible of the arrears,

fivst, b threatening to sequester the Cannanore lands and, next, by proceeding to
put the threat into execution.
y of State refused to reconsider his decision regarding the

status of the Laccadive Islands, but

175. The Seeretar
fed 10th March acreed with the Madras Government 1n

G.0., No. 164, Political, da o
1894. considering that the temporary character
s bar to the introduction of an appropriate system

sequestration was a seriou
1t had been stated that there was no prospect of the arrears of

dministration.
e i it was therefore improbable that the present seques-

yoshkash being liqmdated and 1 herefore
tration 80 far as it depended on such liquidation would come to an enc. In these
circumstances: I a report as to whether any equitable arrangement

Could be come to by ight be ‘nduced to cede his sovereign rights.

of the
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The Government of India, in co
mmunicati
in

G.0., No. 164, Politi :
1894. , Political, dated 10th March decided that int
chargtdd on the rarost ighould. not by

the arrears due o Soas
n ace .. called rears of ;
ount of the principal only. f(gh?)ﬁl *uended aCCgi?}ltk:}fh i
! owin

a voluntary settleme
y nt by L

of malikhana fail, a repo‘z-tt:l & ?ﬁel of a liberal remiss; d all efforts to by g
to the terms to be allowed to this effect was to be 155100 of arrears a dl ing about
177. The Governm to tfhe Raja if mmexatio?]]iile ;Zlith recomn?eniihg. grant
ent of India was furm should be decid dations as

G.0., No. 510, Politi s furnished with cided on.
L .510, Political, dated 2 ar g a8 ‘rovi
in th : fa e yd 24th Jul rears in ; vised s
368/80331%.1111\?(1) (26 Bcfair(g%f roceedilrlgslégg’ aICCOImt of ':Vh{:l(;h] thde amoz;iiemdent 3
and the Papers; r: ; de Blst August ’1‘*94' the last sequ slands fron ue on

A Od4a, e e 1 th
i R L PR i o iy
8Y0. prOperty on th ue on acco epa-
€ mainl unt of the

sation due to the Raj I w
; Fiiaa charoed and.
credited PFOPOrtionatily towa(;czlunt of the Ami%]di\?inl')"l on thelatter tl}nteresntx >
the revenues of the island rds the two class islands of So y the compen-
ands of a year, after mef’f’ of arrears, and thuth ARG, aRs
*ting the @ surplus lef
t of

credited towards the mai
g 5 the mainland arrears, . outstandi
, 1292, 1293, 1299 and 1300, i thﬁ ::trlilu’i was thu:ﬁf’a‘ﬁ;ﬁ peshkash, was
al of sums thus " Only in fasli
aslis

yeshka 5
l ];E,ifil (all‘lle on the mainland property was R credi
i s e St Ll as Rs. 53,935-1000, 0 towards th
of the(’) ' —1-8 was due on accou fhata at the end of ooy ¢
annanore lands.  Revis nt of the islands and of fasli 1302, 4 p
fmd le. 22 349-10-4, Tes vised up to fasli 1303 thn Rs. 18,909-0_8 alance of
23,632-10-6, the value of tll)ne stively., . Crediting ’Eowe i(llrrears were Rs 20{? gt
Ovel‘palfl Rs. 550-0-9 on a‘ e unsold coir on hand i:r s the island ;111‘);082—9_9
Rs. 21,792-9-7 on his em;’fOum of the islands and E’as found that tl,:;{ Rupees
arrears was not, as it wa e estate. Thus. th ikt Bt 5t e aja had
y s once supposed to iy v‘érl;rospecf of a liqyui d;:;)' pay onl
) remote, ion of the

. An e i i ’
e

g ]

Pages 6 and 7 of B
oard’s P : X 3
Confdl. No 46, dated 3155‘X9edmg5, No.36g 1Slands were under
ugust 1894, an average a sequestration she
nnual surplus inc(n)lmwe 3
ne of

for the cost of idi
r f providing st only Rs. I: i
SR estab]igs eamers for the )eri(,)(’i, 8. 12,589 without ;
1 1cal visits or th(_,I ullowlng either
2 )ay Of the ViS' .
1tmg

L shment or the cost :
shment on the mainland. r]?ﬁesupel’lntendencg by tl
he Collecto
r

moreover, form no safe basi

realised under an in‘ ’& N o tho’rovaned .
L‘:as:lonly e acreslp;?é et(]il esystem of admit:?;'ﬁ-ﬁighe rfayerluesy wxl‘ﬁiéksed could,
deni increase. For these r 4 i e Wh'lg o cos f adn : an.ds
LT et Aoy oy aless casons and in view fl e the cost of admi y 4,767,
dead it ey ove r;‘éli_mce e ) d nh the fact that t] '3ll.lstrati011
Revenue considered t}?rat t?mred.to undertako theF “sbiagation, s il
ket o2 ie Raja might be allo ir subjugation, t} neither the
po s (e o 6;9 A e wed a malikhana ofle Board of
the Cannanore lands and th’gtaflapportioned withlfl?eof RS.'5’250), thatRl?. 12,000
1e arrears of Rs. 21.79¢ e nent) on
. 91799-9-7 over

should be remitted
yet due fronlll Itlien% i
1€ a,ja

180. In due
course, the Local Government add
ddress

G.0. in Board’s P . g
T if;%egdmgs, No. 3506, Mis, India which acaj
Nl » tary of State. gTaE; addressed the §

sidered as due on ace
! L ) obsery
being thus materially diﬁge/rl:: ;slands il dsi} t}f]at 93943 i 1 bo con
was underst(_’od that the tribut e fhio statao; aﬁo' 1893_94; thafou]d Seiion
.the il L e in respect of the j awrs alread the positio
oyt o :Hzgda could not be supf; lsltar(xlds was llg’pil)Ofted, when 12
ed inoompeten orted on th essly in
i, arrears,

the islands WOllld no ] i aja to X aja
| ¢ justify the ce of the Rai score R
eir annexatiOn; Jja to e ercise aufth?r?ty J .
over

was to definitely set asid i
e the Raja for life and tgh:zstt he proper cour
ore the natj se to foll
: : 1ve rule aft b
er his

ed the GOVe

mment of

5

should be competent to administer the ;slands ; that during 2
eviod of temporary British administration laws cou e and constantly were
imposed by the authority of the Governor-General in Council and faulty systems
were superseded and the same course could be followed in the case of these islands.
181. The Secretary of State accepted the views of the Government of India
except in one respect. He was not

G0 Board’s Proceedings, No. 3506, Mis., catisfied as to the necessity for settin
4
dated 15th July 1892 aside the present Raja for lite. In recent

cases of disorder and mal-administration of Native States, it Was found sufficient to
guspend the chief’s powers until certain requisite reforms were introduced, restoring

them after 2 limited period on specified conditions, one of which was the mainte-
nance of the reforms introduced under British authority. This course would be
licable to the present case. The Secretary of Siate accordingly suggested

me of administration combined with

. into the islands of such a sche
i 1d be continued under the Raja’s

litical supervision a3 cou
Local Government should be required within 2
to report on the progress made in the intro-
dministrative system and on the conditions on which the
islands could be transferred to native rule. ‘he special question of the personal
ise of sovereign rights in the islands

competence of the present Raja for the exercl

might be then considered.

182. In communicating the above orders, the Government of India directed
3 ~ that the Raja should be informed of the

No. 3506, Mis.,  decision arrived at and encouraged to

regard the restoration of his authority as

clf worthy of being tentatively entrusted

1led for should be submitted within

arrangements for po
authority, and directed that the
iod, say, of three years,

G.O. in Board’s Proceedings,
dated 15th July 1895.

a ossibility if he hereafter P

with the adminl
three years.

roved hims

<tration and that the report ca

A

B

— =
A

”-—‘:ﬁ—.w"f,d_«';: —
e
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pr. No. 9, 8TH JANUARY 1897.

PROGEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(LaND REVENUE)-

T et

READ—"Dh/G following letter from M HEWETSON, Esq., Acting (lollector of

Malabar, to the Secretary to the (Clommissioners of Land Revenue, date

(alicut, 18th July 1896, No. 10/Confd1. —
o reply 0 Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3506/Contdl.

1 have the honour t
No. 64, Jdated 15th July 1595, calling o me to submit detailed pl'oposals for the

ni son of the Laccadives on the lines approved of by the Right
Honourd lo the Secretary of State for Tundia and to furnish information as to the
osed to be introduced into the islands. The schem® of administration it
e continued ander the Raja’s authority and is to be com-

bined with arrangements for pohtical supervision:
neipal question in connection with the four northern islands is the
e or otherwise of the monopoly system. This question has been often

gicable. vernment Order Government approved of a tree tax
qyable in coir and based on & complete gurvey and regular land assessment. This
gystem was ordered t0 be introduced 88 soon as the (ollector could arrang® to have

it carried into effect. ;
3. Nothing sooms to have been done o1 this Government Order, and the subject
rbotham in 1eragraph 14 of his report for fash

ig next alluded to by M. Winte hars
1296 embodied n Board’s Proeeedmgs, No. 362, dated 13th April 1888. 1t is

there po'mted out that the fall in the price of coir had made it more difficult to
abolish the monopoly system, and the (lollector seld he did not see his way to intro-

ducing the system approved by (Government 11 the Government Order quote

m d’s Proceedings, No. 208, dated 20th March
Winterbotham discussed the matter and pointed out that any improve

itself tO the islanders a8 advantageous and fair and that it
which the islanders as @ body would actively
also guid that the islanders Were “as determ'med as ever

0 i re .
to ha pothing to 8 to” the Raja and would « gppose every change they think

ded to facilitate his restoration to power(.i” Finally, be said that when the
| ecl

of the Malabar gettlement were d ed on the same system of land tax
3 a 1d be :ntroduced into the islands Unfortunatel
inciples are still unsettled. In another Jetter, embodied in Board’s Proceed’-

T ege prin re sti !
Eags, NO dated 1 th June 1889, Mr. Wmterbotham repeated the same V1eWs,

: u
d in , N 452, Political, Jdated 4th September 1889, quernment concurred
ishing the cOLr monopoly aga,r’nst the wishes of the northern

‘Ae’l.*‘.(“_‘-__,‘_'. S
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5. In 1891, Mr. Dumergue visi e s it e : i i s ‘
Mgl G que'stigns g’flSlted ‘the islands, and paragraph 54 of hi figures shown 1n the administration reports so as to arrive at the real condition of {
have already been tem <;ra1'il dc?r(itmumg t}‘e monopoly ?md of tlo A affairs for the ten faslis from 1295 to 1304 The figures show that Rs 2044 ok ‘ k
discussion of them in t}Il)iS rep};rt ecided and it appears to me that 3 Sett;mnent been derived from Pandaram coir in the t ! ?i that tl t ﬁt. ;2’328 th ;

i % i i 18 unnecessar 1 . an 'ur’(_} een erive Trol ¢ I colr 1n the ten yCul‘S an 1a 1€ ne p]’.‘O s from the | b
ander attachment. The two questions are, hoa\gv:: til;zeISIangf‘ are stil}{ mer(ile; monopoly in the ten years have been only Rs. 27,604 or an annual average of ‘ M
) parably connected “i' Rs. 2,760—a result which has considerably sur rised me. Appendix B shows that }
'y ) - th . ) y p €. pp 8
13,726 !
i

each other, and at present the islanders are strongl
are also resolved never again to submit themselgezz)
of Canannore.”

6. It has, however, now been decided
A that the is
handed back to the Raja, and it has been alway:beoilbltaréds are
system would not work in that case as the Raja co{)lld“ni : gfl;t t
or

the annual revenue from the islands is only Rs. 1751

12. Appendix C shows the present establishments which I practically propose
as will be seen later on. The total cost of the island establish-
Rs. 1,014 a year for Qultan Musa Ali Raja’s ¢

the total cost of establishments I |

pposed to any change
ange, T
o the rule of Sultung Ali R];;'a

) A

' ¢~ retain unaltered
: S 0B e i g

ments is Rs. 5515 a year, and allowing

ma.nland establishment and expenses of inspection,

to be eventuall
hat the monopolzf

in bad years, when he could obtain in t} d to st
. / he open market onl A8 and the loss s
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