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Famine Tools, &c.

Requesting the Consulting Engineer for Railways to make the enquiries proposed by him
with regard to stone-breaking hammers and baskets and to communicate the result to ‘the
Chief Engineer, Public Works Department ; referring to the latter officer the suggestions of tha

ondence with the Madras

C AN
| ‘o
,-‘ ,? C Consulting Engineer with regard to handles; stating that corresp ‘ . A
Railway Company in view to pushing forward arrangements for the doubling of the railway 13
undesirable ; and considering 1t undesirable to anthorize District officers to_enter into direct
ollection.

communication with the agents of the various railways regarding ballast ¢
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. squect to the Revenue Department, °

' South Indian Railway is absolutely the property of th ‘ : nt
" in and do anything of this sort, with th:p frigngl}r © State, and Government can step

P 2 No. 717, Revenuz, 25Tn Aq(;csi' 1897.

R

e
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

- i REV.EN.UE DEPARTM ENT.,"

"

W T

Reap—~the following memorandum from the Officiating Joint Secreta t G
Public Works @epartmeyt, Rail : etary to Government,
Nl:). ?1,%00 ari eparvme.?,‘ allway I%raneh, dated 13th Auggst 1897,

" Had Revenue Department No. 604, dated 21st July '1 i
this department instead of the brief egtracts commun};eatse?;;(;b et(;:li'ssfitt alx-.;mf:xﬂ tg
that date, my memorandum No. 3481 C., dated 10th August 1897, wmﬁd not ha?re
been written. That memorandum is hereby cancelled, and jn lieu of it I sub titut
the following remarks :— L JUDSHERe

(a) Famine Tools.—1 have to-day written a sepamté memorandum on this

(0) Doubling parts of Madras Railway.—It is possibl his o TIRTS
as a seemingly desirable famine work. _Tfljer'e are sI:arionseditill]lztutlfil:sm]?gw()ﬁer }t:elf
at present, the works of that railway are the actual property of the old G?xver at Ol:i
Company, and Government have noright of entry for sucha purpose as douI)l:draIlt}i3 o
bank. Then even, if the Company desired that this bank should be doub} l(i]gt :ﬁr
cogt of their own‘capltal, it would only be with a view to getting a larpel 'e l?a g
price for that capital ten years hence, and with a view of getting°5 per gen}t efn zlhce.
money meanwhile. In making the proposal for the acceptance of the (~O’m0; QEZ
would be necessary to put things very clearly to them. They should be tgl(;] H 1t
Government does not see any immediate possibility of the doubling beine d dad
in the interest of the working of this railway ; but that the propode douglinema,n uid
serve as a useful test-work for relief purposes, and Government would be lad% “10
Whether the Company Wogld have any objection to .the work being d Onegm tl?e e:_r ’i
tinet understanding that its cost is to'be kept entirely clear of the capital acco 1st
of the Madras Railway Company and will be paid for by Government Ip confess tlllmt
I see great difficulties and delays and I would not advise this being t;)uched. :

(¢) Widening South Indian Railway.—-This is

a very much simpler case. The

! ‘ ) 1 consent, of course, of the les
company, provided that the cost of the famine work is kept ,entirelyrzi,t %f th(;3 czgis:;

accounts Which concern the Government and Conipany, as lessor and lessee

(d) Ballast Collection~1t would save a great deal i -
tion if the District authorities could enter intog;irect corr?rf]urifgc;:igza;? t%l;sc u;:}l)q;gt
with the agents of the various railways. "It is very probable that all agents wc']uld‘
gladly agree to take over all ballast from time to time, provided that the; were onl
expected to afford eredit for it when actually tuken over. y

(¢) Hammers.—The Madras Railway Company have been asked to make the
hammers referred to in paragraph 1 of G.0., No. 604 of 21st July 1897.

" The undersigned is preparing a note cn the subject of Railways on which a grant
from the Imperial Famine Charitable Fund might advantageously be spent. This may
be of use to the Revenue Department.

I will make enquiries. .

" No. 717, Revesve, 251a Aveusr 1897. '3

Reap—the following note by the Officiating Joint Secretary to Government, Public
Works Department, Railway Branch, dated Madras, 13th August 1897 :—

Action is being taken in this department upon puragraphs 1 and 5 of the
Government Order. Meanwhile, a few, suggestions of mine may, perhaps, be found
useful to the Revenue Department: .

a) Stone-breaking Ilammers.—There are sometimes very large quantities of these
in the stores of the various railways. There used to be a lot on the Southern Mahratta
Railway at Nandyal. If Revenue Department wish, I will make the necessary enquiries
from all likely sources. R A ,

(8) Baskets.—Over large areas of India a very excellent light sheet iron basket
is used by earthwork people. - It is made in two or three sizes, and is simply stamped,
no rivetting. 1t is imported from Europe, but large stocks are usually kept in the
Calcutta and Bombay markets. There are sometimes to be found large stocks of
second-hand ones in the stores of 'the various railways.. If Revenue Department wish,

?

© i (e) Jlandles~It is important, ésp‘eéi.ally;if large stocks of ‘hammers até to be

kepf, that there should be an agreed size of hole for the handle, .in order that District

officers who set the forest and jungle people to make handles in large numbers should be
able to feel sure that they will mearly fit.. I suggest that for the three sizes of hammers
ordered, there should be three standard sizes of hole for the handle (perhaps 2", 2" and
17, but. that must of course be decided on an inspection of a lot of the usual size of
hammers). Then, when the length also of tke handle is decided on, the District
officers can confidently order that bandles of the standard sizes shall be made.. The

hammer end of each handle ought to be 1" larger than the standard hole, so that it may

“be driven' in with some force. Then a lot of taper nails (not wire nails) should be

kept in stock for driving into the middle of the end of the handle as it emerges

“through the hammer.’ Male bamboo is the best for handles, but there are usually

‘have to be laid by for many years,
‘other of the usual methods, = -

“when absence of
}I?Po ;‘tapce; S

many sorts of forest wood that the jungle tribes know of. If large stocks of handles
they mightbe « kyanised or preserved by one or
" "2, These details seem very pefty; but in dealing with things by the million; and

E effective tools means waste of relief money, they assume a speclal

[

o

‘Ohnnk—No.‘.717, Revenue, dated 25th August."1897“.l X B

- The Consulting Engineer for Rail-
.. ways will ‘be  requested to make .the
enquiries referred to in paragraphs 1 (e)

" Miscellaneous. = '

and 1 (I;)tof‘ his note and communicate the result to the Chief Engineer, Public Works

pany

Yot

Department.
remarks. .. e R

i 9 The Government is of opinion that, in view of the circumstances set forth in
paragraph 1 (&) of ‘the memorandum, correspondence with the Madras Railway Com-
in view to pushing forward arrangements for the doubling of the railway is
undesirable.  With reference to paragraph 1 (d) of the memorandu, the Government
docs not consider it désirable to authorize District officers to enter into direct com-

Paragraph -1 (c) of the note will be;referred tothe latter. officer for

munication with the Agent. " L T T
T I ~(True Extract.) . . . - ..o
ool ..t (Signed) G, STOKES,-- S
coene o A, Seeretary to Governmend.

PR T

To the Cousulting Engineer for Railways.

. ,, the Chief Engineer, Public Work; Department.. . . - BT o . o

,, the Famine Commissioner.

¥'xd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar..
70 Copies.
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