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Reap— the following letter from H. A STﬁART

] Esq- 3 4 Ctiﬂg

Collector of Bellary,

to the Famine Secretary to the Board o

Ref, on G. and B. No. 1313 :—

T have the honc it the ‘
Boara. ODOI’II‘ to submit the following remar

- 2. Prior to the issue of G.0., No. 216. R

evenue,

the practice i is distri v r
P ice in this district to make allov ance for the di
e distance

f Revenue, dated 14th June 1897
‘ ’

k i ‘
8 for the contideration of the

dated 30th March 1897, it was

which relicf-workers

had to walk to the work on the followine scal
g e.

no allowan i
ce was made, while for [)OOI)IG whose 1
1

For auy di
Jor 21‘); 1desta.nce up to three miles
¢ more than three miles

awa
y, the excess over three miles was allowed ¢
we or

this concession being granted both for coming apd
g ap

at
the rate of three miles an hour,

for returning,

Th : i
us a gang coming

from a village, five mi
, five miles from the si
ite of the work
y WO

i 2 i 1 \y
tW() m l( 8 11 coming ﬂnd t i
b}

uld be allowed o deduction for

or four miles

valent to 14 hours, and the working day bei
‘ J being one of 8 hours
. ’

by 13- 8 or one-sixth,
3. Dut in G.0.,No. 216, Revenue
?

dated 30th Mar

ordered a deduction at the rate of one h
ou

walk, which is equivalent to a reductio
tion

Thus in the case gi i of

‘ L glven 1n the ¥ H t]lo tusk‘i)

~half. It is true that this concgggicc;i lir;gcgﬁﬁggaph th o
ed with

in all. Thisis equi
s equi-
the task was rcdl?ccd

r for cach 21 milce}; tlhistnt’htho G;{memcnt
8 that ¢ o workers had t

. ta<akm _twontu'th for each mileo

o ;:o \(}01}“ be reduced by one:

udition that shelter for the

lab i i
ourers coming from a distance 1
communicating th

or, the Board omilied al

| . h
mention of this condition and ndenfae

aralively Ic '
p y 1ew of the workers are willing to )j
D

128 not been

rovi
provided at or near tho weork, but in
o

provided, and as it would }
pre 1av ite 1
;’% it :m.(} be_ep demanded, I thilt):tCe?i %Mte -
ect of raising the task of a large mafi)oi;(iltnp
y

1ve on the w
Works even when shelter is

possible for us to

t a chango which

of the workers

i ’ 40

_thore than three miles. Ilad I
while in othe; cgscez;ttleland they must return to ‘th Ir vi
they aro obliged to 2o b the women with ono or tivg ciuiee
. any case, be ?mwilli;g toogllge?)tirxlilght to C(I)Ok the ":‘021:2;3]']5(‘“
grass hut in the ul;S( nee of
'neo of

it have been

the further deductivn
y tivns ordered i
b _ in the same resoluti
T e o,
. : -our works who st of mocossity,;
. could w
arrative for the sccond fortnight of J;Ipzi(inl{g?}’}rdl o
D : m

on 1n all cases,

provide shelter £
would have ha:ir tlfll;

comi : i
ng from a distance of

some increase in the

ave been i \
} Inconsiderable for, many of

ily to attend
to them
;‘()xnp fo the work and,
ﬂ“n'nly and would, in
ieir malo relatives,

coupled with

on s
...--Ll.(?,hg reduetion of the

In my
arding the people who

relief works, ] may

an who

Ysand Iam ‘afraid the .
sapport f}lemscl:::l that we

Tahsildar, which was full i
lly supported by the village ofﬁcoelf.:tl:::'d he cpinion of the

came to the Kowtalam work ;
maay of ; and my personal inquiri
men'tvion tgrl: orf)pi(;;r)lq were not forced pby wantli?)umes went to
e wstances that came to my notic;?szrzfeto the
. was the wife
: ofam

[ 4
V-

O

o y
onfirm the view that Ye
-~

¢ s

L}
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was receiving a
another was 8
time of my Visi
hesitate to work
the cart-driver
but theyareo

.and Divisional

| a proportion of

PONIDRIRRIWRREIT (o

5. There is, b
~“Since November 1896, we have

silver and copper ¢

able value.

rupee a day for

whole family who

the hire of his cart and bull
ocks £ ingi
ﬁad Rs. 600 worth of cotton in theoif- %?ss;g;ngxater’
ay—the heat was terrible, yet these peopfe di; :1}(::

t—the middle of

in the sun for a w

£ little value as evidence,
retort that ib,ese,are,exce,pﬁgnaL__aaggwg

« AS rega.rds that
0

the relief-workers are 1o
,w‘wwx- PR L R Lt
iece of indirect evidenee to which I attach consider

general condition,

howerver, one p

had an infant at the breast.

for

fcers and myself have bee
t in need of relief.. - ..
e o e o an ety and ¢

oins,

age of less than two annas a day, and the wife of

I could give many n

. more such inst

it would be easy, and on the whole rig‘,(:lhtc etsc;
‘Y

d_not _indic

preap el

I can only give the conclusion to which the Taluk

n led by observation and enquiry, viz., that
‘)

PO

sent to the Addéni and Ald

¢ Adonl_an t

The whole of this has B‘é”éﬁ"ﬁl‘l;éoigledks
)

tive of the.general.condition,

Rs. 3,1 6!0
and thoug

0

0 of small

h such coin is not only receive

aste

rs and taluk officers

d freely at the taluk treasuries i

. ries in
go out_ into the villages and tzs:;x;paf;)a'
of Tahsildars on the bank here continues

0. recover

it; yet the demand

. endeavour t

ments,

I am sorry to say,

are occasionally delayed owing to the want

unabated and pay

of the small denominati

on. I have in consequence been obliged to

of SUfﬁCient

coin

the Treasury o

] ? 1
fiicer’s estimate of our requirements in

, mak

e heavy in

dents on Madras,

June a
Now, if all the eopper

nd July being B
and silver which

it must 1n & chort time come

s. 3,05,000 of small silver and Rs. 61,000 worth of copper

have been paid to the worke
' L \ rs passed 1
back again to the treasuries, 'fo{'J thg g::it:

7M

[

dirculation,

per,

or even in two and four anna bits, nor does

ort is not paid for in eop

keep his pI‘Oﬁ

ts in that form. I can onl
] y conclud ‘
t they have grain at home and ca,ne :tilflfa(‘)&'dﬂ:z

om starvation.

* the village shopkeeper X
people 46 not spend their wages, tha
ded to save them fr

- hoard what is inten

doubt the existence of a: éon-

6. T wish i

tto be clearly
istress in

anderstood that I do not

this district, distress requiring relief works on a large

giderable d

egree of d

in nec

d of food will be willing to do a day’s work for

gcale, but those
a pittance, and
It is for thi
' allowances

formerly in

who are really 1

o reason that I SUron:
force in this

gtor
strongly re

district.

evert to a task which will be a f
ull day’
commelrlrd a return to the scale oz;ytfi;{:;f;
he task based ‘upon them was found

fair one, and the reductions consequent on the altered classifi

to be upo

n

the whole, 2

12 and

16 and nursing mothers,

‘together with the liberal

" eation of boys
allowances that
the cooly’8.

power- of
| and May.

between
are Now

made for old 23
k .in the, prese
I do not advoc

nt..£0o0

March, A

*when shelter” is'prpv_xde
ble or unwilli

are una

prt

d, for this
ng to

Jeave t

would

Leir homes and reside on the works.

ge and weakness, render it an easy one, while
ler..weather 1s much,,greater-—tl’aan in
ate the abolition of all allowances for distance -

cause hardship to' thé really distressed who

7. The Ex

ecutive Engi
that the pres

peer and eve
ent reducedt

ry officer whom I have consulted agree with |

d the wor

ask is wholly inadequate.

On many works |

kers either go home or resort to the toddy

me in thinking

9 or § o’clock an

Workers from vi

llages close to the work complain

it is finished PY

. pitterly WB
discipline 13

¢ patural, but .
hi

to leave the

the Nundavar

cn they sce oL
o maintain.

inue to be Je
" ihe agricultur
ite a reference to P

ks for
I beg

to inv

am road.
thers going away

in. During t
Jenient now i

cction :
i ,t ofthe N orth- West Provinces,

Governmen
dated
June
in many P

ersons, uni

only the m!
but greater

the favour' of ear

97th N ovember
« to induce
Jaces an
ble to
pimum wage.
strictness i

1y ofderq

8 qertainly requ

§96. . In those provi

the people to return to their or
on those that “remained
at to the poor-houses,
I do not _advocate proceeding to these extremes
ired and required at once. mes at present.., ..

ry moderate propoeal I have put forward. :

upon the ve

al Gpitatio
aragraph 12 of the Resolution . of the

-

whie

)

at 3 P.M., as at Aspari,
he heat of April ‘and May leniency-was -

for example, and

t will ‘be difficult to inducé tHé' people
s that are pow commencing. Ilile(i):ll)lli:

h is printed in G.O., No. 678, Revenue, '
)

nces rigorous measures were taken last

dinary avocations,” works wer

0 e sto
tasks were strictly exacted, all wel;%g
and the workers were paid

I accordingly request

- ¢
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fasli, and most of this must have come from the non-affected taluks,
~ therefore nothing in the circumstances

3

4 Boarp or Revevue (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. Axp Aqrr.), 28t Juse 1897, No. 469.

ResorurioN—dated 28th June 1897, No. 469,

. The Famine Commissioner docs not altogether accept Mr. Stuart’s view as to the
unfairness of allowing gangs from ditanit villages to leave the works before other
gangs which live nearcr to it. The coolics themselves understand the reason very
well. They may grumble at this distinetion, but the cooly i3 a chronic grumbler.

2. Mr. Stuart’s inference about the coin not returning to the treasury is utterly
wrong. Coin returns to the treasury, as a rule, in two ways: in payment of Govern-
ment kists and in remittances by abkdri renters. The fall in abkdri rents hag been
general this year. During April and May of this year, the ?eceipts,from this source
have fallen off by 30 per cent. from last year’s figures; the difference would probably
be even more striking, were figures available for the district, exclusive of Bellary town,
The grain-dealers, too, do not want to make lurge pl}rchases, as the trade is either dull
or fitful, and has not recovered the shoqk to S[)C.(:l.llaflon caused by the November rains,
Many dealers were ruined, one committed smcxd'e, and some fear to replenish stocks,
lest the monsoon should prove a good one and prices further fal.l, leavjng them with
stocks dearly paid for on their hands. The Collector of Bellary is not in a position to
draw inferences from the transactions of his own treasury as to the mode in which
the grain trade is financed. Such financing as is not done with the money-lender is
done through the Madras Bank, and the merchants remit for consignments either by

Hoo oot

Lﬂm{%"’b:“

7

hundis or by bank notes. If the Bank keeps to its traditions, it will not issue the

latter for trade purposes, exccpt .under special orders from the Collector. If the
merchants want to buy drafts from the Brunch Bank, they will bring their mone
there and not to the Collector. There is a third way of remitting moncy, whicg
is becoming- somewhat common, viz., scnding the actual cash, with a messenger, by
train to Madras. One merchant sent Rs. 2,600 in this way last weck, Tho imports
to Bellary are year by year in excess of the exports, and the Collector reported an
eXcess importation of 22,000 maunds in the last fortnight. If the workers are hoard-
ing their wages, it is not clear why these imports were made, or who paid for them.
As to Government kists, they were generally suspended for months, and Rs. 8,32,918
were remitted on dry lands. The jamabandi demund cannot even now be fixed, and
collections must thercfore be small ; only Rs, 9,83,704 reached the treasury hetween
December and May, as against Rs. 15,45,361 in the same months of the preceding
There is
of the district to call coin into the treasury,
The Collector has 101,035 persons on relief works. If, then, in eight months
Rs. 3,16,000 have been absorbed, it is a trifle not worth notico As a fact, the amount
of small silver sent into circulation was wanted, and moro jis wanted, for small silver
in the villages is the exception, while copper is common,
recover the small silver sent out and need not count on it,
a factor at work which Mr. Stuart has not allowed for, viz., the extreme trouble
which the receipt of the coin causes to the taluk shroffs, who frequently discourage
the return of the coin and make all sorts of difficulties about counting it. This W?zs
actually ascertained to be the fact in one taluk of Cuddapah, There is gno well-known
way of recalling coin to the treasury, but it is not becessary to mention this to./

Sl

8. Regarding allowance for distance and tasks, th Collector i
No. 473, dated 15th June 1897. » the Collector is referred to G.0.,

As to the copper, there is

4. That the wife of a man, who got Re. 1 per diem for his cart and bullocks
should go to the works, is nothing extraordinary, To feed a pair of bullocks and,
keep them fit for hard work, would cost now, in many places, 12 to 14 annas a’day
As a fact, indicative of the terrible straits to which tho people are reduced, the karnam
of Yéthar, himself a Brahman shrotriem/lar, paid last week, at ,Coondupoor
Rs. 16-8-0 for six head-loads of cholam straw, the ordinary prico of which would be

-~

{ .
wa | S

1/

Mr. Stuart is not likely to .
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about 12 annas. If is hot only fodder and food-grains which have risen' in value, but
all articlés of consumption, except salt. Prices in Jammalamadugw have risen as
follows :— ‘
* &/ Dholl from 12 to 4} local measures per rupee.
/ Green-gram ,, 12to4 ’ T .
“ Bengal-gram ,, 121to 4 ’ w '
N Wheat - -, 12to4 » ' )
vl Horse-gram ,, 16to 8 . ' " ‘
N Ulundu » 8tod ’ Ca .
o Coriander , 82to4 ’ ”
N J Castor-oil  ,, 16 seers of 20 tolas to 7 seers per rupee.
N N Gingelly'oil ” 8 ” 9" 3 ’ o
X ' Tamarind » 8 annas to Rs. 1-6-0 for one maund of 48 seers of 20 tolas.
. J Chillies » Rs. 1-2-0 to Rs. 4-8-0 " ‘o " ”
Ghee » 64 seers to 4} seers per rupee. :
Jaggery ~ » Re.1to Rs. 1-14~0 per maund.
Cotton-seed ,, 8 annas to annas 12-9 per maund.
Cholam fodder,, Rs. 8 to Rs. 20 per bandy-load,

It is necessary, therefore, to be exceedingly careful in coming to conclusions a§ /3'
is destitute and Avgfho is .not.

who ' |
' (True Copy and Extract.)

Fax;;c;—Secfetary./%‘ '

tor of Beliury- . . . .
To t}gog;lizot;e Secretary to Government, Revenue Depaxtmepti
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CoNep e gl J

Esd. A. Rungasswoy ‘Aiyangar, '
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"'E?""""""""lmr[.',’e',,; T e e i - , o
R CL Ll Sieir o L 7 was receiving a rupee a day for the hire of his cart and bullocks for bringing water,
i T S T R T NI e M ST i M 3 another was & whole family who had Rs. 600 worth of cotton in their house.” At the
I RIS T N R S TR AR s RERE time of my visit—the middle of May—the heat was terrible, yet these people did not
T L gt e e P e P hesitate to work i3 the sun for & wage of less fhan two annas & day, and the wife of
e e b S 2R BRI IR E AT ! the cart-driver had an infant at the breast. I could give many more such instances,
p N S C L . A A ‘ but theyareof little value a8 evidence, for it would be easy, and on the whole right, to
IR ate ' ,?‘ s Laa L o retort that these 8re exceptional cases and not indicative of the general condition.
R SN T T GOVILR&M U ST I PR S DI S OO ~ As regards that general conditlon,Ican'only give the conclusion to which the Taluk
L L ENT OF MADRAS o SR T and Divisional Officers and myself have been led by observation and enquiry, viz., that
RE SRt lE e e, A . g proportion of the relief-workers are not in need of relief. ' \
,,. REVENUE DEPARTM LSRR S : s e ide R 5
A B e SR R ENT. . ‘ 5. There is; pLbwever, one piece of indirect evidence to wbich T attach consider-
St T e Dt o H_______.____ TR Sl N able \:alue_ Since November 1896, we have sent to the Adéni and Aldr taluks
> Reap-~the following Proce S Loy R e ' ; Rs. 3,16 000 of gmall silver and copper coins. The whole of this has been absorbed,
b IR g Proceedings of the Board of SRR RUNE &) d t,hox,wh guch coin i not only: received freely at the taluk freasuries in return for
R ef:qr(iis and Agriculture), dated 28th evenue (Revenue Settlement - O Ny M e at pa; ma'steré‘and'taluk “officers, go out into, the villages and towns and
. Read—the following'létt;r trom. H. A. STU, 3th June 1897, No. 469 d_gm}epp, Land ’“ﬁeesv’our to recover it, yet the demand of Tahsildars on the bank here continues
i " to the Famine Seoretl:r~ t-‘A- STUART, Esél.‘ A; ot e . en %:ted and payments, 1 am sorry to say, are occasionally delayed owing to the want
‘Ref, on G. and B. No '{3°-the Board of :Revénue lgg Collector of Bellary. 3 ?a. foient coib of the small depomination.® 1 have 10 consequence een. obliged to
* . T hav ‘ th R 1,3 et CVDES H U N ated 14th June 1897, 0 Eu heavy jndents on Madras, the Treasury officer’s’ estimate of our requirements 10
Board. " le« he honour to submit the" followine re; R S R P TI RERRL ! Ll W peing Rs. 3,05,000 of .small .silyerhand Rs. 61,000 worth, of copper.
Pt Py SR AT B 1ng ;re;ng;kg for the considerati : ,Junc ¢ all the ‘coppe’ and silver which have been paid to the workers passed .into
;¢ 2. Prior to the issue of G.0.. N Dot L by T praon of the Nowy 1. * "+t must in .2 chort time come back again to the treasuries, for the grain
the practice in this district to’ moke '01.1 216, Revenue, dated 30th March SR : cnqulatlop"m ort 18 pot paid for in copper, or evell in two and four anna bits, nor does
e allowance for ‘the distanc arch 1897, it was ) .,Whl.c}}lfv gé‘ slﬁo?keépérvkéep’ his,proﬁts‘in‘ that form, .1 can ‘only conclude that, the
tho villsge ShOPECRYy iy wages, that (oY bare. grain st home and oanaforS 19

" had to the work o

 had to walk to the “on’ the. O eliewuthnl
no allowance was m":g;k Qﬁi{gef followu;g scale.”. For any di f;,, which ‘relief-workers ); i
away, the excess 0 ’ for people whose homes stance up to threo mi ‘ people €05 nem from starvation.
ver three miles was auOWed fOl‘ at telsléwe:e Y than Ath’r‘ee' m;%g: | d w 1 1,9ten;ded: t()ISLaV? Yt=;:e Nk st e T pACIRTENTUR P SR A R SR RIE
Ta ' re 1 " ! ' "“"““" ! - o + ot P ' Co noty AR T A . \"54
e of ‘three miles an hLour, o v 3bto be clearly ypderstood that Tdo "ot doubt the existence ofa con-
s this” district, distress requiring relief works on a large

T

this concession bein
YOREATY g granted both o
e e T R e T s :
" , omine and two miles in W would hé ' oming _ Y ss in
valent to 14 hours, and tht: "(;",‘:rlll{?s o returning, or four niilee:l §0ngi 4, deduction for ﬁ?dem’ble ~ dggre'e;}fbd;gieany in need of food will be willing to do 'a day’s work for
by 13-+~ 8or onc-sixth,” * """ ing day, being one of 8 hours, tﬂeatl' This is equi- ’ scaley but ¢ O?my*oﬂy'desire is to revert t6 o task’ which will be a full;daﬁjr’s‘ work.
... 8. But in, G.o. No“élb’ T W50, ask 'was reduced ; s pittance: & 0as that 1 strongly recommend a refuri to the scale of distance
)., No. 216,. Revenue, dated 30th M b 1897, ¢ S : Tt is for B8 X0 S foree in thie district.” The task based upon them was' found
arch 1897, the Government i ‘allowan e formehole. . fair‘one, and the reductions consequant, on the altered ‘classifi-
: ‘§o be upont the whol®, -5 '4nd 16 and nursing mothers, together with the liberal
- dor it an éasy one, while

1 tweenl - o
t boys b -made for old age and weakness, render ] gy.one, W
ater than in

ordered a deduction at |
red a deduction at the rate of one hour for cach 2& miles th:
3 iles that the work
ers had to | ot
.cation O

br' is much_gre

walk, which is equivalent i
B nbialy it b o
X h in ‘ ‘ ora ‘ or ea : ‘ ) )
e 1 con‘;}‘nf’g"?;’;)tﬁfhlsd‘}?nccsm011,15 couplgd gli]t ltlhteh task would be reduced cb};,rﬁ;}:- i alloWwances that :rr’eono '\ in the present; cooler ' weathe ] ,
e Seeting b ond & distance has not been proyi de?i condition that shelter for the | . the coolY’® PO ad May 1o mot advocate tho abolition of all allowances for distance
commuie fewo e ?r’ the Board émitted ol ded at or neer the work, b 10 : /Marchy AP an ‘ded, for this “would cause hardship to, th really d;stireqsed who
prsivel f a(; i’; :r::l%k}?rs are willing fo livemoelllnttll;? of t}ll{ls condition and ’asuc‘tbéln -when Shg%t—eoi- 3&1‘;{{%% to leaveé their bomes and reside on the wot . T
£, . a . o wo ron - . anable g Pt ey OTHE [an s 2FeT L e 1125 bal yoskaTong
it it had been demanded, T e becn quite impossible for us to provide hen shelter is are WELkns bt ?ﬁﬁiine;f 1 overy offiobr Whom I'bave donsulted agres With
moro tha ralf,lng the task of a large ma'o,-toPt, & change which would ; elter for all I Th";Exem}h‘vg rosent reduced task is” wholly inadequate. . Onmacy works
moro n thres miles,. Tlad I done s oJ thl y of the workers coming f ave ‘had the ' o in thinkitd that the P 1 ok and the workers either go home or resort to the toddy
mur Wgrrls{éres;]dmg on the works, but it -fwoexfledmlght, have. been so{;ner.(;‘gl a distance of £ is finis ¢ ‘?1:13 0;;1 road. ’ Workers from villages, ¢lose to the work complain
thowor 0';5}’]. e oo o e %o “have been inconsiderabl crfease in the ‘ ghop, a8 0% ° h“‘n g6 'othefsfgbixié,;r{;way"at "3 paf, 88 ab Aspari, for example, and
they ar bl-e r cases only the women with rn to their villages daily to e for, many of pitterly w};en" ¢ e){t*t(, maixitain."’ During the heat of April\"and May leniency was.
an y are obliged to go home at night to one or, two children ¢ attend to them, disciplive 13 difficuts i e 0 be lenient n0W it will' be difficult to induce the people
: 5 case, bo wawillieg to slecp in% to cook tho meals of . the fom% to the work and l ,‘ pural, bob if we contlt“ agricultural operations that are now commencing.” 1o this
O e romlt, Tovenen ot grass hut in the absenco of'ﬂ;l mily and would, in ~ ) to leave for e.lagg refcrence :to_ paragrap 12 of the Resolution of the
e Faotior denetions oo ef, of, granting this concession i A eir malo rolatives. . (> connection, 1 beg 'co‘lli1 1West' Provinces which is printed in G.0.; No. 673, Revenue,
tack that it 1o Toogar aﬂ'oe(ried in the same resolution '.honbm all cases, coupled with Govern t of the Nort 396, » In(those ,provinces rigorous measures were taken last
now have many on our w; 12 an’ adequate test of:ne’cesas-t cen such a reduction of the dated 27th: over! . poople to return to their ordinary ' vocations,” works were stopped
Dow liave fany on our A -fr s.who could well afford t sity, and I am afraid that w ‘ ' June'® to induce the,P Pthose that:rémained tasks were 'strictlyvexacted’~ all weakly
pemtivo for tho e ni ortnight of Aprl 1807 I o support themselves,! - In e ‘ jn many P ces & ’21!:9 task gent to o poor-houses, alt the workers were paid
Tuedar, which w 7 supportad by o villens mentionod' the opinio my ersons, unable 10 d °1 do not, advocate proceeding 0 these extremes at present,
alam work ; and m ilage officers, re . pinion of the jpimum wage.'!! I do nOL; *7 i 71 dingl t
by o vilugo o0 Honad the opiaion f the | oply the DI\ ess 18 certainly required and required at once- - ° accordingly reques
ers, eguding o paoplo who Dut greatef ;trfrtll;eordcrs upon the very moderate Proposa.l 1 have put forward. ciris”
she favour Of ©

many of the' peopla were
montion two of tIFe insfal.‘gc;o: h;orcedx by want ‘to resort t :
| t came t6 my notice - ono :V ::1? hrehe.ff works. - I may

¢ wife of a man who

.



n

4 No. 608, Revenve, 22xp Jury 1897,

)

Resolution—dated 28th June 1897, No. 469. -

The Famine Commissioner does not altogether accept Mr. Stuart’s view as to the

unfairness of allowing gangs from distant villages to leave the works before other .

gangs which live nearer to it. The coolies themselves understand the reason very
well. They may grumble at this distinction, but the cooly is a ehronic grumbler.

" 2. Mr. Stuart’s inference about the . coin not returning to the treasury is utterly
wrong. Coin returns to the treasury, as a rule, in two ways: in payment of Govern-
ment kists and in remittances by abkdri renters. The fall in abkari rents has been
general this year. During April and May of this year, the receipts from this source
have fallen off by 30 per cent. from last year’s figures ; the difference would probably
be even more striking, were figures available for the district, exclusive of Bellary town.
The grain-dealers, too, do not want to make large purchases, as the trade is either duil
or fitful, and has not recovered the shock to speculation caused by the November rains.
Many dealers were ruined, one committed suicide, and some fear to replenish stocks,
lest the monsoon should prove a good one and prices further fall, leaving them with
stocks dearly paid for on their hands. The Collector of Bellary is not in a position to
draw inferences from the transactions of his own treasury as to the mode in which
the grain trade is financed. Such financing as is not done with the money-lender is

- done through the Madras Bank, and the merchants remit for consignments cither by
hundis or by bank notes. If the Bank keeps to its traditions, it will not issue the

latter for trade purposes, except under special orders from the Collector. 1f the
merchants want to buy drafts from the DBrunch Dank, they will bring their mone
there and mot to the Collector. There is a third way of remitting money, whicﬁ

is becoming somewhat common, viz., sending the actual cash, with a messenger, by

train to Madras. One merchant sent Rs. 2,600 in this way last weck.® The- imports
to Bellary are year by year in excess of the exports, and the Collector reported an
excess importation of 22,000 maunds in the last fortnight. If the workers ure hoard-
ing their wages, it is not clear why these imports were made, or who paid for. them.
As to Government kists, they were generally suspended for months, and Rs. 8,352,913
were remitted on dry lands. The jamabandi demand cennot even now bo fixed, and
collections must therefore be small ; only Rs. 5,83,704 reached - the treasury betwecn
December and May, as against Rs. 15,45,361 in the same months of the preceding
fasli, and most of this must have come from the nom-affected taluks, There is
therefore nothing in the circumstances of the district to call coin into the treasury. |

The Collector has 101,035 persons on relief works. If, then, in eight months
Rs. 3,16,000 have been absorbed, it is a trifle not worth notice. Asa fact, the amount
of small silver sent into circulation was wanted, and more js wanted, for small silver
in the villages is the exception, while copper is common. Mr. Stuart is not likely to
recover the small silver sent out and need not count on it. As to the copper, there is
a factor at work which Mr. Stuart has not allowed for, viz., the extremo troublo
which the receipt of the coin causes to the taluk shroffs, who frequently discourage
the return of the coin and make all sorts of difficultics about counting it. This was
actually ascertained to be the fact in one taluk of Cuddapah. There is one well-known
ﬁayszf recalling coin to the trcasury, but it is not necessary to mention ihis to

{r. Stuart. .

3. Regarding allowance for distance and tasks, the Collector is referred to G.O.,
No. 473, dated 18th June 1897,

4. That the wife of a man, who got Re. 1 per diem for his cart and bullocks,
should go to the works, is nothing extraordinary. To feed a pair of bullocks, and
keep them fit for hard work, would cost now, in many places, 12 to 14 annas a’day.
As a fact, indicative of the terrible straits to which the people are reduced, the karnam

of Yéthir, himself a Brahman shrotriemdar, paid last weck, at Coondapoor,

Rs. 9-8-0 for six head-loads of cholam straw, the ordinary price of which would be

e e et et ettt .
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about 12 annas. It is not only fodder and food-grains which have risen in value, but
all articles of consumption, except salt, FPrices in Jammalamadugu have risen as

follows :— .

‘ Dholl from 12 to 4} local measures per rupee.
Green-gram ,, 12to 4 ” " :
Bengal-gram ,, 12to 4 ’ ’

Wheat , , 12to4. " ”
' Horse-gram -, !'6to 8 " ’
"~ Ulundu o v Sto 4 ” »

Coriander 9 32 to 4 ) 2
Castor-oil  ,, 16 seers of 20 tolas to g geers per rupee.

Ing ll -Oil 8 9 ’»” ” A
GingoLy ” 8 annas to Rs. 1-6-0 for one maund of 48 seers of 20 tolas.

’ " Tamarind ’
O Chillies :, Rs. 1-2-0 to Rs. 4-8-0 » » " ”
. Ghee .y 64 seers to 4} seers per rupee.
Jaggery , Re.1lto Rs. 1-14-0 per maund.

t{on-seed 8 annaa to annas 12-9 per maund.
8?101(::11 fodder:, Rs. 3 to Rs. 20 per bandy-load.

p-4

Tt is necessary, therefore, to be exceedingly careful in coming to conclusions as
to who is destitute and who is not, - |
| (True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
\ Famine Secretary.

he Collector of Bellarye . |
ot gom(r) to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Orper—No. 668, Revenue, dated 22nd July 1897.

r Miscellaneous. ~ Recorded.
' (True Extract.)

(Signed) . G. STOKES,

Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Famine Commissioners
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