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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVEND‘E'I‘ SETTLEMENT, Lanp REcorps AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Esq., Collector
of South Arcot, to the Famine Secretary, to the Board of Revenue (Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture), dated Cuddalore, 5th June
1897, Ref. on No. 376-Ver. Sup, :—'

Adverting to the last clause of+paragraph 8 of Board’s Proceedings (R.S., L.

R. and Agri.), dated 10th May 1897, No. 362, I have the honour to submit the
following report.

2. Immediately on receipt of the Board’s Proceedings, which reached me in
camp on the 18th ultimo at Vriddhachalam, I put myself in communication with my
Divisional Officers, the Executive Engincer, District Board Engineer and the District
Medical and Sanitary Offcer. The Divisional Officers were called upon to report—

(a) The particular Iocalities, if any, likely to be seriously affected sbould the
south-west monsoon fail ; - .- ‘

(b) which of the relief-works in’ the famine programme should be first started
should necessity arise ;

(¢) what village relief circles they would propose ;

(d) what localities and sites they would select for poor-houses and kitchens ;

"(e) whom they would designate as officers for the various circles poor
kitchens 8o far as esisting establishments are concerned ;

(/) what number of extra hands may be required for these purposes, silould
such a contingency arise ;

() what number of persons are likely to require relief under section 75 of
the Code, the information being supplied in the forms preseribed for the ¢ first” and
“8ccond ”’ pages of the register referred to in that section;

(k) what the general condition of each taluk was and what, if any, cause for -
anxiety in the event of the south-west monsoon proving a failure.

Copies of the eircular to the Divisional Officers were communicated to the Exe-
cutive Enginecr and District Board Kngineer who were asked to furnish informa-
tion regarding the number and description of tools available in the district for relief
labourers and the places at which they are stored. The Executive Engineer and the
District Medical and Sanitary Officer were furthér asked to furnish a list showing the
present strength of the subordinate staff working in the district and the strength to

which it should be augmented should it become hecessary to open famine relief works,

a

'

-houses,

3. I have now received replies from all these officcrs—

: : 1 . the last was received
to-day, and this explains the few days’ delay in submitting this

report, which T wished

west monsoon totally fail in this district this
of at Teast a normal monsoon, it is highly improbable that any part of the distriet
would be 8o seriously affected as to necessitate the starting of relief works

year and the indications are all in favour’

anywherd
-west monsoorn

A € _ essary in a few
places would be the expansion of ordmary Local Fund and M;nor Irrigation works. !
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ort of this view, which is held by all the local officers, the following
facts i;a£nbiu€1§)entioned_ The ’distriet has I?een in_a. flourishing condition since the
last north-east monsoon, which, though late in coming, was abundant and in some
arts almost superabundant. No trouble has been experienced in making the collect-
P Owing to the great demand for food stuffs in the affected districts, prices have
i‘;ﬁf{ somewhat high, but grain has been exchanged for money, and the holders of
rain have largely benefited. ~Stocks have, however, nowhere been depleted owing, I
think, to a prevalent relief that famine in other disfricts is likely t.o la§t and. that
rices may, as they probably will for two or three months, range still higher in the
y future, than they have done in the past.” At the same time the following figures
;ig:re that the range of prices in this district affords no just ground for anxiety.

The ¢ normal,” ¢ warning ”” and “ scarcity " rates fixed by the Board (B.P., R.S.,

L.R. and Agri., dated 2nd November 1896, No. 308), fox" the sta?le ff)od-grains of * UP

this district in seers of 80 tolas per rupee are— . - ,

‘ — - ! ‘¢ Normal.” l ¢ Warning.” | ¢ Scarcity.”
’ i | N .u | 14-0 112 84
\/‘ %;cgi, second sort .. .. . . Jao 1 g };g
. . . e 21 .
Cumbu . .o . . .. ‘ 260 /

» The following table shows the variations of prices in the district for the last ten
weeks, For week ending :— T |

l’rica; in seers of 80 tolas per rupee.
7 : 7
) April 1897, ' , " May 1897. bres
srd. | 10t |. 17th. ’ 24th. ’ ot I 8th. | 15th. | 22nd. | 29th. | 6tn.
1tz | 1366 | 1301 | 1277 | 1281) 1281 1265 1201 1205] 1205
Rioe, second ot 2089 | 2103| 2040 | 2024 | 202¢| 1973| 1966 | To92| 1961 190,
Ragl 2100 | 2079 | 2023 | 1981 2025 | 1933 | 1932 1876 | 1904 1587
Cumbu , ) ) i )
:_:_'__.

Tt will be observed that, in spite of the drain upon the distriet in consequence of

the large demand for food-stuffs beyond -its limits, prices though slowly rising, as. .

means alarming and. they. are fully explained by the

must bo %Xpectgﬁ;?g:titc))}r;sngl this district which enable the ryots to-drive satisfactory.
facility of com foreion traders in grain. The hot-weather conditions of the district
have been excellento the late north-east monsoon'kept water in the tanks much later
avo 1 pud cultivation was generally late but the harvest was reaped and theres
than vSu dt,l.stock in the district. In the week ending 20th February 1897, there

is ample foo stations :——

an unusual rainfall which was gauged as follows at the 17 registering
AWIB-S’ o ’ © " ixemEs. L ' . . INemES.
L ’ w. 161 | Tiruvapnémalai ... ... 1-06
h‘(‘ferka?am s - : C 0 349 o C?lengam' 020 .
Cudda o_re.r.i-- Y vve e .. 340 Tirokkéyiltr ... e e 1°69
Bh‘uvantgl m . 246 Ulundtrpgttai ... . '3"1_5
C!ndz_zm ara . . . 182 Kallakurchi ... e 271
- Tindivanam = ere om0 " 9.87 | Vriddhachalam .. . ... 087
&ﬁ“};’u’mm'" Gt .26l | Tittagedl .. L 379
illa er o _ , | ‘
Pﬂ:nruti do.oo aee I (14 . &tol‘ g.g; ; ‘ . . Total . 39 63 '
Ma‘unirgu 1 ., 0‘0-. ooy sy - o - . A o
Gingeo . ... wwei se wee 071

oo ‘ norally distributed %over the district which received in
fvlz“:kmgg%g ﬁ:h;ergrggn ave{age .of 293 inches at each registering station.

that wards ‘the end February 1897 following upon the late north-east
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brought upon the sanctioned list immediately. The Divisional Officers have made
their suggestions on the various points noticed by Government and are quite ready to
start works and form village relief circles should such become necessary except in regard
to fo0ls. 1 am of opinion that this district is well prepared for any contingency that "
may arise. The detailed enquiries prescribed in section 75 of the Famine Code are
being made and will, I hope, be completed by the 15th instant. As regards staff, the
Revenue officials are ready with men, but again the Public Works Department are
found-wanting. The Executive Lngineer reporfs that the existing and normal
strength of the Engineering staff is as follows == ¢, . ' ,* a4

;To;mu‘i. 'Y '
One Executive Engineer.
Four Sub-Divisional Officers.
Four Upper Subordinates.
Two Sub-Overseers.
Three Temporary Upper Subordinates.

Existil.)g.
One Executive Engineer,
Four Sub-Divisional Officers.
One Upper Subcrdinate.
Two Sub-Overseers.
Three l'emporary Upper Subordinates.

‘% 9. It will be seen that the Engineering staff is at present lelow -its mormal

strength,-and the Executive Engineer in reply to my.question as to the strength by
which he would: consider it should be augmeunted should fumine relief-works become
necessary, writes: ‘“The answer to this question must of course depend on the )
number and magnitude of the famine works started,, .As a commencement, however, °
it would be sufficient if thé normal strength was increased "by the addition of one
Upper Subordinate for each taluk. There being eight taluks, the ezisting strength
would then have to be increased by eleven Upper Subordinates.”. Tt would therefore
appear that should famine relief-works become necessary, the Public Werks Depart-
ment would have to find eleven Upper Subordinates in addition to their ezisting staff -
which is already below the normal strength sanctioued for the district.

- 10..'Asregards the Medical staff, there are, besides the District Medical Officer and
the Assistant Surgeon, seven Civil Apothecaries, twelve lst-class Iospital Assistants,
four 2nd-class Hospital Assistants, three 3rd-class Hospital Assistants-and one. Reserve
Civil Apothecary ; all these, except the last, are employed in the existing hospitals and
dispensaries and if no fresh ‘men were available it cuse of famine being declared,
some of “these institutions would probably have to be closed emporarily and the
apothecaries and hospital assistants deputed to famine duty.. The paucity of Publio

j Works Department and Medical subordinates and of famine ésls is, in my opinion,
1 - tig"prominent defect in this Presidency. As already observed, practically so far as
f\ “this district is concerned, I do not bolieve that we sball require either tools or addi-
tional Medical or Public Works Department subordinates; but if we did, I fear wo
should have difficulty in having these-wants readily supplied. :

/ :
" Resovomon—dated 24th June 1897, No. 4645{?.;‘ e

* " Recorded. B o .

9. The Board concurs in Mr, Stuart’s opinion that prospects in his district are

encouraging, and that there is no probability of relief-works being required unless
both the south-west and north-east monsoons should fail, ’

‘ 3. Colonel Campbéll and Mr. Winterbotham ndw‘ on tour will deal with the
question as to the proper stock of famine tools for each district.

" 4, The task of ascertaining what persons are likely to require gratuitous relief need

) ,léuz@wyj

not be pursued at present. .
‘ (True Copy and Extract.)
Famine Secretary,

i

v Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revonue Department,
Collector of South Arcot. :

” ”

(IO

Exd. P, Seetharawm,
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Famine Prospects.

' . . . . ’ . tho
i ’ i curring in Mr. Stuart’s opinion that prospects in ¢
Rfordt.miisli:i?i‘;d :rengl(:czzifggizgognd thgt there is no probabxh{;{ of relief works being
S:(;:lil;edr:gless both the south-west and north-east monsoons should fail.
by
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Resp—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), dated 24th June 1897, No. 464 :—

Read—the following letter from A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Esq., Collector
of South Arcot, to the I'amine Secretary, to the Board of Revenue (Revenus
' Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture), dated Cuddalore, 5th June

1897, Ref. on No. 376-Ver. Sup. :—

Adverting to the last clause of paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings (R.S., L.
R. and Agri.), dated 10th May 1897, No. 352, I have the honour to submit the
following report. .

2. Immediately on teceipt of the Board’s Proceedings, which reached me in
camp on the 18th ultimo at Vriddhachalam, I put mygelf in communication with my
Divisional Officers, the Exccutive Engincer, District Board Engineer and the District
Medical and Sanitary Offcer. The Divisional Officers were called npon to report—

(a) The particular localities, if any, likely to be seriously affected sbould the
south-west monsoon fail ;

(5) which of the relief-works in the famine programme should be first started
should necessity arise ; ‘

(¢) what village relief circles they would propose ;
(d) what localitics and sites they would select for poor-houses and kitchens ;

(e¢) whom they would designate as officers for the various circles poor-houses,
kitchens so far as existing establishments are concerned ;

(/) what number of extra hands may be required for these purposes, should

such a contingency arise ;

) what number of persons are likely to require relief under section 75 of
the Code,.the information being supplied in the forms preseribed for the * first” and
¢ gecond ”’ pages of the register referred to in that section;

(%) what the general condition of each taluk was and what, if any, cause for
anxiety in the event of the south-west monsoon proving a failure. '

Copies of the circular to the Divisional Officers were communicated to the Fxe-
cutive Engineer and District Board Engineer who were asked to furnish informa-
tion regarding the number and description of fools available in the district for relief
labourers and the places at which they are stored. The Ixecutive Engineer and.the
District Medical and Sanitary Officer were further asked to furnish a list showing the
present strength of the subordinate staff working in the district and the strength to
which it should be augmented should it become necessary to open famine relief works.

8. I have now reccived replies from all these officers—the last was reecived
to-day, and this explains the few days’ delay in submitting this report, which I wished
to make as complete as possible. It may at once be stated that, even should the south-
west monsoon totally fail in this district this year and the indications are all in favour
of at least a normal monsoon, it is highly improbable that any part of thoe district
would be so seriously affected as to necessitate the starting of relief works anywhere
within its limits or the giving of gratuitous relief, should the south-west monsoon
totally fail, or be extremely light, the most that would probably bo necessary in a few
places would be the expansion of ordinary Local Fund and Minor Irrigation works,

©

e |

O
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4. In support of this view, which is held by all the local officers, the following
facts may be mentioned. The district has been in a flourishing condition since the
last north-east monsoon, which, though late in coming, was abundant and in some -
parts almost superabundant. No trouble has been experienced in making the collect-
ions. Owing to the great demand for food stuffs in the affected districts, prices have
been somewhat high, but grain has been exchanged for money, and the holders of
grain have largely benefited. Stocks have, however, nowhere been depleted owing, I
think, to a prevalent relief that famine in other districts is likely to last and that
prices may, as they probably will for two or three months, range still higher in the
pear future th- .ney have done in the past. At the same time the following figures
prove that. se.range of prices in this district affords no just ground for anxiety.

The ¢ normal,” ¢ warning ”’ and “ searcity ”’ rates fixed by the Board (B.P., R.S.,

 T.R.and Agri., dated 2nd November 1896, No, 308), for the staple food-grains of

this district in seers of 80 tolas per rupee are—

— : I ¢¢ Normal.” I“Warning." ¢¢ Scareity.”

Rioe, second sort .. . . . 140 1142

84
Ragi .. .e . .o ae ve 2840 , 21-0 14+0
Cumba .. . . . . 260 19°5 130

The following table shows the variations of prices in the district for the last ten

weeks. For week ending :—
Prices in seers of 80 tolas per rupee.
April 1897. May 1897. June
_— } 1897,
c% 3rd. l 10th. | 17th. | 24th. | 1st. f 8th. ‘ 15th. | 22nd. | 29th. | sth.
" Rice, socond sort | 1412} 1366 | 1801 |, 1277 | 1281 | 1281 1265 | 1241 . .
Ragi e e we| 20891 2103 | 2040 | 2024 2024 1973 1966 1999 }gg? 138?
< Cumbu .. .o . f 2000 | 2079 2023 | 1981 | 2025 | 1992 | 1932 | 1876 | 19-04| 1387

. It will be observed that, in spite of the drain upon the district in consequence of

the large demand for food-stuffs beyond its limits, prices though slowly rising, as
must be expected, are by no means alarming and they are fully explained b}? the
facility of communications in th.is distr_ict which enable the ryots to drive satisfactory
bargains with forcign traders in grain. The hot-weather conditions of the distriot
have been excellent, the late north-east monsoon kept water in the tanks much later
than usual and cultivation was generally late but the harvest was reaped and there
is ample food-stock in the district. In the week ending 20th February 1897, there
was an unusual rainfall which was gauged as follows at the 17 registering stations —

. . , INCHES. . INCHES,
Merkanam ... .. 161 Tiruvannimalai ... e 106
Cuddalore ... v e, 2ee 349 Chengam. e L 020
Bhuvanigiri e 8740 Tirukkdyilar ... ... . 169
Chidambaram ... .. .. 240 Ulundbrpéttai ... ... .. 815
Tindivanam ves e e 182 Kallakurchi - e 271
Vanur v 2037 Vriddhachalam ... .. 087
Villupuram - e .. e 2061 Tittagudi e 379
Panruti ... v 2°67 . -
Mannérgudi e 903 Total ... 39 63
Gingee oee ase oo vee’ 0‘1 ‘ ) —

This rainfall was véry generally distributed over the district which received in
that week 89-63 inches or an average of 2:23 inches at each registering station, '
This heavy rain towards the end February 1897 following upon the late norih-east
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monsoon, together with slight rain in some places in the succeeding ‘week, viz., 0°25
at Ulunddrpéttai, 0-20 at Vriddhachalam and 0-07 at Tittagudi, materially helped the
district. Water and pasture and late crops were plentiful, and the total absence of
rain during the month of March nowhere caused difficulty. The drought of March
has been followed in April and May by unusual rain. In fact, more rain has fallen
in the district during these months than in the corresponding months of any year
since 1893 except the year 1894, as the following figures prove : — -

. Total for
: Total rainfall. - the two
. months.
’ : INCHES, 1} HES.
, Tn April 1893 ... e . 86 .
: I ﬁ{ayﬂ 1é’94 ase LX) e LR .ee sae 19-27 27 88.
” Pr LR e see oee .o ese 35'76 .
. May T gsed 0232
- » Apnl 1895 see ven oo oo ves sen 20'81 36 82
» Aayﬂ \Boe . .« 16 01%
» Apr . )
oMy oo DT 57 | 1427
’, . e a“ne [ XX} LN} LY XY oo 6.94 .
" May . e 3801

The following table shows where this rainfsll was gauged in the several wecks
of April and May 1897 : —

Week ending
Place. April 1897, May 1897.
3rd. 10th. 17th. 24th. 1st. 8th. 15th. 22nd. 29th.
Merkanam . ve . . 0-54 . . . . .
Cuddalore . .o . . 043 .o . .. . .
Bhuvanigiri v, v ve 0-97 . . 032 . .
Chidambaram .. . . . 018 . . o o e
Tindivanam . o .e 0-41 . . 0-60 . .. ve
Vanur . . .e v .e .o . . 030 .
. Villupuram . . ve 0-10 . . 0-62 . s .
Panruti .o, . . 0-18 . v 009 . 0-32 .
< Mannfrgudi .. ... 017 o 038 . " 076 v . 017
Gingee .+ . | 020 v 0-20 e . 0-19 . . .
Tiruvannimalai ,, . . . 0-02 .e e 3'63 0-91 1-62 .
Chengam .. .e . . . .. . 1-64 2:70 1-30 ve
Tirukkéyildr ,, . . ve 0-70 .o . 080 . . .e
Ulundfrpéttal ., . o . 0-28 0566 ve 040 .o 098 .
Kallakurchi . . . . .o . . 2:12 0-86 3:66
Vriddhuo_ha.lam .o .o 010 1-07 . . 014 . 0-82
Tlttagudl »e ve .e e . 095 .o ‘e 036 1-92 040

For the week ending to-day the rainfall gauged has been as follows :—

Rél}ilnfall f:r : Rainfall for
Btations, end?nvéegth . Btations, 9:1}‘11?";6;51
June 1897. . June 1897,
. INCHES. INCHES.,
1, Merkanam ., e 1-25 10. Gingeo -~ ... e 242
2. Cuddalore ... Gor 093 11. Tiruvanndmalai ... 381
3. Bhuvanigiri ... ‘o 2:05 12. Chengam ...- ,,, 0-90
4. Chidambaram ... voe ese | 13, Tirukkéyiltr e 024
5. Tindivanam ... oo 0-78 14, Ulundbrpéttai 064
6. Vanur ‘oo 0-46 15. Kallakurchi ..,
7. Villupuram ... 0-15 16. Vriddhachalam . 274
8. Panruti ee 0-31 17. Tittagudi ... . ...
9. Mannfrgudi ,., ... 052
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5. Tt will thus be seen that the district, which is not very depondept upon the
south-west monsocn, has up to date fared well and that even a total iapure of.tbat
monsoon, which geneially benefits only the western portions of the taluks is not likely
to necessitate the opening of reliefew orks or the granting of gratuitous relief. A
noimal or even moderate south-west monsocn is likely to keep the district in a very
prosperous condition. The following rcmarks of the different Divisional Cflicers are

recorded for the Board’s information :—

The Sub-Collector writes : ¢ There exists no cause for anxiety r_especting my
division, nor 1s it likely to arise in the near futme.” As regards the Txruvann‘ém'alal
taluk which, owing to the failure of the north:east ‘monsoon last year, gave slight
cause for apprehensicn’ be writes, “.Tlruvannamalal .has now been specially fortunate
and has had good showers aggregating about 9:30 incles from 1st to 31st May and
the country arcund is faring well. Yesterday there was a heavy fall of 3-15 inches
there which, I believe, has considerably improved it and cumbu has been andv is being

sown largely.” . _ - ‘ )
The Head Assistant Collector reports : * Even if the south-west monspo‘n.faﬂg
entirely, I do not believe that severe distress will prevail in any part of my division.

. r T . i ks

The Deputy Collector, Tirukkdyilir Division, writes: Qf the two taluk
comprising the I:iivg,:sicn Kallaimrcbi fares better than Tirukkdyilir, and neither 1s
likely to be seriously affected by a purtial failwe ¢f the couth-west montocn.
There are already indications of a favourable monsoon, the 1ainfall registered at

" Kallakurchi in May 1897 was no less than 7 inches and as many as 100 out of 302

i taluk are reported to hold a fair supply of water evennow.” e is of
?)Ix}lxiiso:lntilgi even shouldpthe south-west monsoon fail * there will be no need for
opening relief-works or affording gratuitous relief in that taluk ”; but asregards the
Tirukkdyildr taluk, he thinks that if the south-west monsoon should fail, «there may
be need for extending ordinary works with a view to provide adequate labcur for the

cooly classes.” '

* The Assistant Collector reports, as regards the Cuddalorg .taluk (which rarely
recejves much of the south-west mongoon) : Thg general conditions of the taluk are
exceedingly fair and ought not to cause any anxiety even if the south-west monsoon

proves a failure.” .

6. Such being the present state of the district I proceed to deal with the other
matters upon which the Board requires }nformatlon, assuming that the south-west
monsoon will fail — an assumption for which there are, at present, no valid grounds.

7. As regards tools, I beg that reference may be made to my letter of this date,

No. 377-Ver. Sup., dated 5th June 1897, in which 1 have expressed my opinion that
“the stock of famine tools in the district is totally inadequate should the necessity for
starting relief-works arise. 'This I do not think ean possibly happen unless both the
outh-west and the next north-tast monsoons fail. There is no justification for such
Sl omy anticipations, but at the same time I am of opinion that the Public Works
lg): ar{ment should be required to keep a stock of tools sufficient for 1,000 persons in
thepdistrict. The District Board Engineer reports that he is not able to spare any tools
for famine works but proposes to submit an indent to me as President of the Dls‘trlct

or additional tools. ' .
BO&T(; : As regards works, the Board will be pleased to observe from‘the list I furnished
to it with the map which accompanied my letter, Ref. on No. 430-Ver. Sup., dated
09th January 1897, that the works are well distributed throughout e,ach taluk so that
they can afford ample employment wherever nepded. The Board’s review of the
y o for the current year was received only the day before yesterday.
The additions suggested therein fortunatelx refer to the Chld:ambaram t%.zluk, the whole
of which is protected according to the statistical atlas. . It is a taluk 1u_wh19h it is
difficult to anticipate scarcity in any year. The atter_xtlon of the Exei?utlve l‘x_lgmee,x;‘
}1 been drawn to the small proportion of the sanctioned ” to the uns}anet}oned
iy ks of the Public Works Department and he has been requested to bring in more
‘?fhe latter under the former class at once. The District Board .Lngm,e,cr has also
‘geen instructed to sce that such of the Local Fund still ¢ not sanctioned ” works are
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brought upon the sanctioned list immediately. The Divisional Officers have made

 their suggestions on the various points noticed by Government and are quite ready to

start works and form village relief circles should such become necessary except in regard
to tools. I am of opinion that this district is well prepared for any contingency that
may arise. The detailed enquiries prescribed in section 75 of the Famine Code are
being made and will, I hope, be completed by the 15th instant. As regards staff, the
Revenue officials are ready with men, but again the Public Works Department are
found wanting. The Executive kngineer reports that the existing and normal
strength of the Engineering staff is as follows :— .

Existing. Normal,
One Executive Engineer, One Executive Engineer.
Four Sub-Divisional Officers. Four Sub-Divisional Officers.
One Upper Subcrdinate. Four Upper Subordinates.
Two Sub-Overseers. Two Sub-Overseers.

. Three Temporary Upper Subordinates.] Three 'I'emporary Upper Subordinates.

-9, Tt will be scen that the Enginecring staff is at present below its normal
strength, and the Executive Engineer in reply to my question as to the strength by
which he would consider it should be augmeuted should fumine relief-works become
necessary, writes: ¢ The answer to this question must of sourse depend on the
number and magnitude of the famine works started. As a commencement, however,
it would be sufficient if the normal strength was increased by the addition of one
Upper Subordinate for each taluk. There being eight taluks, the existing strength
would then have to be increased by eleven Upper Subordinates.”” It would therefore
appear that should famine relief-works become necessary, the Public Weorks Depart-
mont would have to find eleven Upper Subordinates in addition to their ezisting staft
which is already below the normal strength sanetioned for the district.

10. Asregards the Medical staff, there are, besides the District Medical Officer and
the Assistant Surgeon, seven Civil Apothecaries, twelve Lst-class ITospital Assistants,
four 2nd-class Iospital Assistants, three 3rd-class Uospital Assistants and one Reserve
Civil Apothecary ; all thesc, except the last, are employed in the existing hospitals and
dispensaries and if no fresh men were available in cuse of famine being declared,
some of these institutions would probably have to be closed temporarily and the
apothecaries and hospital assistants deputed to famine duty, The paucity of Publie
Works Department and Medical subordinates and of famine #0ols is, in my opinion,
the prominent defect in this Presidency. As already observed, practically so far a9
this district is concerned, I do not believe that we shall require either tools or addi-
tional Medical or Public Works Department subordinates; but if we did, I fear wo
should have difficulty in having these waats readily supplied.

—y rt—

Resolution—dated 24th June 1897, No. 464.

Recorded.

) 9. The Board concurs in Mr. Stuart's opinion that prospects in his district are
encouraging, and that there1s no probability of relief-works being required unless
both the south-west and north-east monsoons should fail, ,

8. Colonel Campbell and Mr. Winterbotham now on tour will deal with the
" question as to the proper stock of famine tools for each district.

4. The task of ascertaining what persons are likely to require gratuitous relief nced
*not be pursued at present. ,

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

- Famine Secretary.

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
’ ,, Collector of South Arcot.
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Ozpsr—No. 589, Revenue, dated 19th July 1897.

Miscellaneous.

Recorded.

To the Board of Revenue (Reveunu

Exd. Shaik Karim,

50 Cogiee.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) - G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

o Settlement, '
Land Records and Agriculture).
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