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His Excellencl The Right Hon'ble
Sir Arthwr Elibank Havelock, c.'c.'u.c.,v ¢.C.1LE
GOYERNOR ;\l\l) PRESIDENT IN CO.E]NCIL,‘ '
| FORT SAINT GEORGE.

May 1T #LEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

With reference to the proposals mad
re the Revision Settlement of the Uplan:
of the Godavari District Association, respec

follows :— )

9. The annexed statement (f
‘that the Upland portion of this Distr
quently liable to vicissitudes of s'easou‘s.t :
irrigation is 60,437 acres. These tanks depend solely upon rainfall
for their supply. As wiil be seen‘from the/:gb'qw}té statement, crops
fail in times of drought and, in illustration of, this, we may speci-
ally cite the disastrous condition of the erops of the current year:
Government has, no doubt, improved sd_m._é' of. tl_lveée,'{a‘ri’ké ander
the Tank Restoration Scheme, but, we ate not aware of any new
tanks of importance having been undertaken in view of conserving
the mecessary. supply. And further, Government has “not, since
the last settlement, undertdken any irr'ivgation' p;x'éject; as that con-
templated in connoction with the Yerrakalva called Anumullankas
Pothavaram project, save a few minor ones to conserve the flow of.
hill-streams in the Upland Taluqs. Further, the tanks in the
Upland tracts are not capacious enough to, irrigato’any consider-
able arca, while, in unfavourable seasons, they are practically
_valueless. Under these circumstances, we submit that the proposal
of tho Board of Revenue to incrcase the existing assessment by
on the assumption that ‘improvements havo been
to unduly increase the burdens
w in force in the Upland

¢ by the Board of Revenue
d Talugs, we, the members
tfully beg to state as

rom Fasli 1274 to Fasli‘1305) shews
it 1s, above all othérs, fre-
The area under tank

333 per cent.
effected in tank irrigation, is sure
of the ryot, Morcover, tho wet rate 1o
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| Talugs is Rs. 4-7-2 per acre, a rate evidently higher than the rates

obtaining in the Upland portions of Ganjam, Chengleput, Madura,, ¢ -

Tanjore and Trichinopoly Districts, (vide para 79.0f Mr. Clerk’s.

scheme report.) We submit that the character of the soils in the.
.UPla?d tracts of this District is in no way. superior.to that of the

sogs in the Districts above referred to, On the other hand, the.
soils here are so poor that they are pr:;cticaify~ unfit for cultivation
except where. they are adequately repleni_she'd_with manurg at cdno

siderable expenditure of money.

‘ 3. The only ground urged for- raising-the rato. by 30 per cent.
in the.case of dry lands is that the prices have doubled, since the.
last settlemen_t, according to.the statistics furnished by the Revenue.
Defz‘artment (vide para 48 Board’s Proceedings No. 43, dated.
12-2-1896). We regret we cannot agree. with the view of the.
Board that “so far as regards’ white paddy, the prices in the.
Uplands work out higher. than in the Delta, and that the. prices.
of the ryots’ selling months arce higher than, on the average of the
w.hole yea.'r.,’-’ In, this connection, we. beg to point outothat the.
hlg]lf)l‘ prices that rule in the Upland Talpgs are due more to the
deficiency: of, foodl storks therein rather thanvté anything else, inas;-.
. much ag t.he produce.of the Uplands. is barely enough for local
consumptlon.,.- We beg leave to question the agccuracy of the state-.
m,ept t}mb prices. ha,\.re, glouble_d’: the 'prices re;ported by the Reve-.
vljl:?'ompers are retail ones at which old paddy is generally. sold in,
; ;e‘gf;;fﬁs:ﬂﬂnfl Gfannot be. reTiod o1 I6F Purposes of determining-
ey he: ‘overnmefxt sharo of the produce.  As in the.
elta’ Taluqs, the mcrease.in, prices. since.the.last settlement may

be put at 25 per cent. Itis to be remembered that nearly one- -

‘ ;?if of this i.ncreafe -is tfiken‘away\from' the.ryof; for 1pcal taxation.
: sub:?:f]:’ ,zvlltlh the rise.in t%x,e.prices of the agricidtural produce, we.
1t that the cost of cultivation and: labour, and the cost of living

have enormously, risen, leaving to the. ryot little. or np margin of

, profit-due to increased prices. And as regards the statement that

. ‘Zhe prices of .produce'i,n' the. ryots’ selling months are higher than
1;1 :;saaitzra%f). oft t}g whole year, we. beg to invite yéur ‘Excel-.

e attention to the remarks contained in 2 mo-
rial rega.rdi_ng‘the_]_)eltajc tracts,- ned in para 52 of onr r,nenTo

4. Tt is said that improvements effected in coﬁmunications, and

the construction of the East Coast Railway justify an ipcrease in,

Ouasidgged at the time of the set

- furlong and 1

€3)

the land tax of the Upland tracts. "We submit that in the Upland I

Talugs, except the Agency Tracts, all roads have been copstructed:
by the Local Fund Department, and, as already explained in the.

memo. submitted: in reference to the Deltaic tracts, we submit that.

ivate improvements effected by the.

they are to be regarded as pr
at have been recently constructed,

ryot. Morcover, the roads th

bave not appreciably a
tlement. As to the East Coast Rail-

ly a line of demarqation between the.

way, we sabmit that it is simp 1
£ the. District, and runs alongsido.

Deltaic and non-Deltaic. tracts o
the Ellore and: Cocanada canals and serves, 82 far as the - convey-.
ance of the Upland produce is concerned, no better than the.canal
system which runs parallel to. the railway- line at a distance of'a,

xeference to the. traffic returns will, we believe, confirm our state-.
ment that the East Coast Railway carries very little. produce. belong-

ing to the Upland Talugs. As a matter of fact, the.people of the.
Upland tracts have generally & good crop only every two or three. '

'years, and any surplus they may have after meeting local demand,
they generally carry to, Rajahmundry, Gokavaram, Peddapur, and,
grain-selling centres in the Rumpa tracts. .

5. The proposal of the Collector to raise the rates of all villages
within a radius of 12 miles from the Railway line by 35 per cent.
will surely causo great hardship to a number of the Upland ryots,
as observed by the Board of RRevenue. In his supplemental report'
the Deputy Commissioner abandens his proposed re-grouping in
favor of the Collector’s suggestion that the dry rates in villages

" within 12 miles of tl}e Railway line should be raised by 335 per.
cent., as against 25 per cent. in the villages beyond this limit. The.
Board of Revenue, in view to rclieve a minority of the Upland

opulation from the. rigidity. of Mr. Clerk’s proposals, suggests that
in the Upland Talugs, the *dry” and “ wet” rates should be raised

by a third in consideration of prices having doubled, thus reducing.
" the taxation on the villages within 12 miles from the. Railway line. -
by 2 per cent. and increasing the. taxation on all other villages by. -

g} per cent., against the uniform ;increase .of. 25 per cent., pro-
on§ed by Mr. Clerk. One importanﬁiconsiclération to be Borhe

in mind is that increase of taxation in theﬁUpland portions is likely.
~ to affect the people of the Agency Traets, who consume a portion,

’

dded to the facilities of' communication that

s comparaiively a cheaper means of conveyance. - A
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Xeeps a_large percen
_venting them to the Delta ryot for grazing pur
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. grazing fees now levied from the Delta ryot.

. pasture. Wo submit that, exc

L

* Doard of Revenue in its Proceeding

D

_ mostly poor goils, and crops

ek

VST

| (4)
of the produce raised in Upland Talugs. ‘Again, the Upland ryob
tage of his holdings fallow, with a view to &, -
poses, and any -
t necessarily result in the increase of
And the Board of
Revenue in its Procecdings No. 77, dated 21-3-95, Appendix B,
says that the Upland Talugs of Raja,hmlindry, Ellore, Peddapur
and Yernagudem constitute about 51 per cent. of the land left a0
Jusive of the unoccupied waste, 2

tage of the area under ryots’ occupation is kept fallow,

Jarge percen
because Upland soils do not -pay the expense of cultivation. The
s under review declare that the

dry lands of Rajahmundry, Ellore, Yernagudem and Peddapur arc
‘thereon being -precarious and less

remunerative, ryots prefer leaving them fallow for pasturage. The

Board of Revenue now proposes to raise by 83 per cent. the dry

rates levied on this poor soil and we apprehend that the conse-

quence of this sudden increase will be the immediate relinquish-

ment of this-land by the ryots.
we yespectfully submit that there has been no
material improvement in the condition of the ryot of the Upland

Talugs, such a8 to justify the enhancement of the existing assess-

‘ment as proposed by.the Board, and that the adoption of the said

proposals would bring about .agricnltural deterioration. ~ We,

thercfore, pray that Your Excellency in Council will be pleased to
reject tho Doard’s proposals, and allow tho existing assessment to

stand, «

increase of taxation mus

6. In conclusion,

Ve have the honor to be,
o .Sir,. ,
Your most obedient servanis, .« - Lo ,

o o 8 Ypesbiati R

- Vice-Dresident. -

Tk GODAVARI DistrICT -
AssociaTioN, COCANADA,
December 1896,
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.itracted from the Zamabandi‘ Reports of 'the
Godavari District. s -

s

" .. ',
Memo. of information €

1274. The scason was on the whole not favourable..
T . % . * : . *
talugs has been greatly

SRR ' The web cultivation in the Upland
rains and the tanks not

jmpeded owing to the scanty
having been filled with water.
1275. The season on the whole was unfavourable.
* . * . * :
‘ ) ‘ ~ For want of rain, the wet cultivation in the Upland talugs
o " was not- commenced q.t’the.usua,l time. The dry paddy
: E was injured o some extent. - ‘ _
'1277. In the Ellore, Yernagudem ~and.Rajahmundry Talugs, cer-
tain tanks having received little or no water; 4,300 acres
of wet lands were left uncultivated for want of water.

1278. The season on the whole is unfavourable.-
* ‘ *

-+ .
t. crops under rainfed tanksin the

rally failed for want of rain.
uqs did not. receive a full supply

Dry crops a8 well as we

: Upland talugs have gene

‘ 1279, The tanks in the Upland tal

- .. " _till the latter part of September:

. . 1280, Some tanks in the Upland talugs did not receive a sufficient
b '  supply of water. o S

1281. The season Wwas anfavourable, especially for the Upland

talugs. There was not sufficient rain in the early part of

. 1
‘ X o ' . the year,and the little that fell was partial. The tanks

;

{

did not receive a full supply of water in the Upland
. talugs. Both the dry and wet crops suffered. heavily.
For want of water, 2 large extent of land was left waste,

cason was not, on the whole, favourable, . e
anks in the Upland talugs received only a small supply
o early rains were insufficient and partial,

breached the bunds of the tanks

oo 1282, The s
1283, The t

: ’ of water. As th
subsequent - heavy rains

o in some places.” - ‘
\ 1284, A great want of rain was felt in the Upland talugs, where

tanks did not receive @ sufficient supply of water in many
. cnses till September. .
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1226. The season ina,'y, on’the whole, be said not to be so favouf‘a‘ble

 1289.
1290.
1293.

- '13b3

. The season may be szud on the Whole, to have been as nnfa-

. The season was more or less unfavourable. . . .

.. The general effect of the eabon, which began and ended so

Tm: Gommm D[STRICT {/
_ ASSOCIATION, CocaNADa,

[
A4 .‘.v ' ']
a , .
.
ot
A .
. L
. . i
I - ~ ,_/
J -
; N
{
i VTR W ok
, -3 Wi N I
-
"l

as in last year.
The supply of water in the Upland taluqs fell below the
_ average.

vourable as in last year.
Want of rain was much felt in the Upland talugs.
Want of rain was felt more m the Upland talugs. :
Some of the rainfed tanks j ;n the Upland talugs were per-
- fectly dry in the cultlvatxon season, and the lands under
them were left waste in the majority of cases,

The tanks in Peddapur and Rajahmundry talugs were mostly
~ dry. The failure of rain affected the Upland portions of
. the Ellore, Yerna(gudemt and Ramachendrapuram Talugs.

" unfavourably was most; manifest in the Upland-talugs—
Rajahmundry, Ellore, Peddapur and Yernagudem—where
the cultivation of wet erops depends on -tank irrigation -
but.where the tanks were, as a rule, all dry (uring the

” season.

The out-turn of all the crops, except that of cotton and sagar-

cane, was middling. Sugarcane yielded the average (13
-~ annas) while cotton yielded a bad (6 annas) crop on
account of heavy rains in November, which dwmuged the
- other dry crops also, to some extent.

/43f¢(/¢ ézg; A¢2i4>;4QL

Vzce-Preszdent

‘ December 1896, Secretary.
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