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Boarp or Revenve (Rev. Serr., L. Rps. anp Agry), 11TH Jav. 1897, No. 24.
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L

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(ReveNue SE1TLENMENT, LaNp RECORDS AND .AGRICULTURE).

Reap—again the %ollowing Official Memorandum of the Board of Revenue (Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture), dated 10th December 1896,
No. 6409 :— :

The Collector of Bellary is requested to report whether, in calculating the wages
allowed to relief-workers, the price of ragi or cholum is being taken as the standard.
From the last weekly season report it jappears that, wherever sold, ragi is the
cheaper grain, and wages should therefore be regulated by the price thereof.

.+ (Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

To the Collector of Bellary.

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revénue Settlement,

Land Records and Agriculture), dated 15th December 1896, Mis. No. 6570 ;:—

Read—the following letter from R. H. CAMPBELL, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to
the Secretary to the” Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 12th December
1896, Dis. No. 4623 :—

In reply to Board’s Memorandum, No. 6409, dated 10th December 1896, I have
the honour to report that, though ragi is the cheaper grain, it is nowhere in the
district, the staple food-grain except perhaps in the southern. parts of Rayadrug.
Wages are therefore calculated according to the price of cholum. Copy of my
_Cifrcular No. 4230, dated 20th November 1896, on the subject is enclosed for Board’s
information.

‘ EXCLOSURE. S :
Proceepines of the Collector of Bellary, dated 20th November 1896, Dis. No. 4230." ,

, Read Ref, on Cur. No. 44 of 1896, dated 19th November 1896, from Divisional officer,
Adéui, requesting to be informed whather the rates of wages for relief-workers are to bs based
on the average price for white and yellow cholum or on that of yellow cholum only.

[ .
Cirgular;\No.’,@%O, dated 20th November 1896, .

Under section 121, the wage is to be calculated according to grain of medinm quality and of
the description in ordinary use at the time of payment. If ragi is cheaper than cholam, and is
eaten by the people, it may be taken. Otherwise the average of white and yellow cholum where
both are available, should be taken. If only one kind of cholum, viz., either white or yellow is
available, the price of that kind alone should be considered.

(True Extract.) _ _
(Signed)  E. 8. LLOYD,
To all Tahsild for Collector.
o ars, |
» Divisional officers. _ . ‘ . -

Copy to the Executive Engineer.
» to the District Board Engincer.
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) _.not- the average as’ stated by the Collector.
cheaper’ than cholum, .‘ﬂ}e wages should be calculated on ragi.

. o : T S

2  Boarp o Revexve (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. ‘AILI}-)‘ AcRL.), 111n Jax. 1897, No. 24.

:;; - [ad

esciationdated 15th December 1896, Mis. No. 6570.

Recorded with the remark that, when cholum is taken as the gfain fdr' réguiétiﬁo :
D

wages on re].\ief—works, the price of the cheaper sort, if available, should be tuken and
It ragi is freely available and is

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

' _ Seeretary.’
To the Collector of Bellary.

r—————

Reap—also the following letter from J. F. SOMERS-EVEL, Esq., T ‘ve Frnol
Bellary })ivisic?n, tothe Collector of Bellary, dated A&iﬁ,ﬁ? };‘]fuggoi%eoq,
Il\Téwé_55 C.,and endorsement thercon by the Collector, dated 4th Jhnua;-}
7 — - .

I have the bonour to inform you that I inspected the Bellary-Moka relief work
two days ago. The coolies complained that they were paid at ragi rates which“for(i
they could not eat. I examined numerous bundles of the prepared food that the co (1)'0
had with them for their midday meal. In no case did 1 find ragi in use, but as a0 l(]m
yellow cholum, and in some cuses white. ! rue
“tated that they were only able to'buy .three-fourths of their proper supply.. As on
intelligent native expressed it, this system is leading to the ¢ slow process of 'sfhrk;atiog
by degrees”. Ragi is not the staple food of these people and I do not think wage
should be fixed on its price. - : 808

»

on———— e

- Endorsement by the Collector of Bellary, Ref. on C. No. 40, dated 4th January 1897

" Submitted to the Board of Revenue for orders.

Tnder the rnles as they stand, wages have to be calculated in the cheanest orai
(in this case ragi) which happens to be freely available in this locality. Raéi is :ijvailn
able in Bellary taluk, but it is an undoubted fact that it is not the grain which th-
relief-workers are accustomed to eat. Mr. Somers-Eve’s letter shows that the workef3
are actually living on reduced rations because they are not accustomed to eat ravi "
ui.

It is surcly not the intention of the Famine Code that relief-workers should b
compelled to eat a grain which is not the staple food of the district and which thee
prefer not to eat and it seems to me a very mistaken policy to allow them to go oy
from day to day buying and eating a reduced ration of eholum which is not suﬁ;:fci nr’t
in quantity to keep them strong and well. This difficulty does not occur in the thiee

other famine taluks as ragi is nct freely available.. I most earnestly arge on the

Board the'neces_sity. of altering the existing rule and allowing wages to be calculated
in the grain which is the staple article of food and not in the grain which happens to
be cheapest in the market. :

»REsomnox_-—dagf.-d'llt»h January 1897, No. 24.

The 9rder_ “to caleulate famine wages on ragi should not be enforced when the
Collector is satisfied that this grain is not in ordinary use amongst the coolies employed
on the works.

There is, also, another reason for not pressing the ragi standard, viz., that the experience
of our own jails has shown that ragi is a very difficult grain to prepare for food, and,
if the workers have not tke liabit of preparing it, they are likely to reduce it insufficiently
in grinding. In fact it is very possible that, in a cholum tract, the necessary appa-

ratus for husking and grinding ragi may not ‘be forthcoming. The preparation of

‘The ration appeared small and the coolies .

The enforcement of the ragi standard might, as shown by the Executive .
Engineer and the Collector, lead to a process of slow starvation amongst the coolies.

RN

[ PR

et e
- NP, S ——

o

e MA Db Tonnbiens

A

Bo:xr;n or Revenve (Rev. SEIT, L. Rus. Axp Agsr), 1178 Jax. 1897, No. 24 8.

'

ragi flour for food is a slow and laborious process on which jail labour is much
employed. 1f the particles of husk are not properly removed, a ragi diet is certain to
cause intestinal irritation and other tro'ublles.. - ' :

[
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To the Collector of Bci]ary. ; | ) o ‘ ' )
' Copy to Collectors of other affected districts. | ;. R
. t.7 .- the Secretary to Government, Revenue D‘cp_arimelnt.’f‘ et
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