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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVEXNUR

(SeparaTE Revencr),

Reap—the following letter from 11, 0. D. ARDING, Fe
tor of Malabar, to the Secretary to the ¢
Separate Reveuue, dated Calicut, 30th A

an T have the hor_lour_to submit my proposals for the better working of the next
» abkdri lease beginning in October next. - e

‘2. My Divisional officers and Tahsildars, the Assistant Commi
Abkdri Inspectors in the district with one exceptionare o
?k tree-tax. 1 fullyagree with them. Toddy is th ;
i of them do not drink it to excess. It
{man.  Moreover, the season has been a bad one and prices are higl,
. therefore to increase the price of toddy will produce an increase ofgili' i
possibly another strike.- - ‘ : : LHa

8. 1 would recommend that the date of payment of kists of ‘
~ toddy shops shoul(.i be altered to the 10th of theymonth ins:ea‘?looifbﬁl}; ?E {:tlfk am};
present.  Steps might then be taken in the month e

‘ i to realise the arrears | t
4. 1f this proposal is approved, I would recomme ot

: . . . ommend that nef; ssale &
be allowed to issue immediately on occurrence of the defuult, [t oo of zesale should

be all e A t present the t
1ssue before the 25th of the month in the case of arrac ; L y cafno
has occurred on the 15th, = - . )ack shops dlthuugh the dcfault

5. The arrack-renter of Cochin is YI']OW aliowed rt i is 10
Native Cochin, and the renter of the i calyioy bis 1i
is no necessity for this restriction,
from Native Cuchin or Travancore,
of their license should be alte

6. Condition 3 of the independent toddy shop ficer ,

to make it clear that Government ig not bou%d tg) grzilxtm;wi}xlr?ilgdtgesﬁn oilﬁed 50 08
transport toddy frqm other shops. . A toddy shopkeeper in the Erndd tOIP keepers to
claimed compensation because the Abkdri Inspector and the Special Assisa at ety

had refused, assigning their Teasous, to give him transport permits tant Collector
7. I now come to the arrack supp] i .

: ! Ppiy system which prevail

except 1 Wynaad and Cochin talyks and the Attapa(?i v:u

y ¥8q, IC.8, Acting Collee-
ommssioner of Salt, AbLk4ri and
pril 1897, No. 802-Key. :—

Any attempt
t tapping and

quor only from

red accordingly. hat conditivn 5

$ througlout Malabar

€. L donot thigk j¢
as suggested by the Assistan

‘increase in the price of arrack, anqd Ih 1 .
in my letter, dated 28th' Mar ave already brought to the notic

; arch 1847, No. 615. :
. cousidered to be very dear at the price., 0. }8 Sev., that the arrac

8. 1 bave also brought to the ﬁoticé of the Board i :

‘ » Nave aiso broug ard in the sam

arrack now supplied 1s objceted to by the public beeause of the mefal%?étifxstthatl !hg
1t acquires by .dlstxltatlon 10 a copper still, the Malayali having been accusto e‘d\\fnc

time Immemorial to arrack made in earthenware stills, " 1f i 1 absolute] nocese

to use copper stills, I would Suggest that they should be J Tiocessary

9. I am sure that abkéri crime could b

enamelled, _
would pay more attention to the wishes ¢ by xeduced in Malabar if we
successfully with the illicit sti]

mers, ]frwe are to eompete
i ' worse — :
people ‘consider to be worse—t ’ 0w offurine . the

. We are now offering to the

corresponding
e of the Board
k now sold is

® Yery grea
f our custo
l, we must not suppl
han the illicit distiljer

b Commissioner. This woulq result in ¢ "obped by bim -

. the present system I

' contract from M.RRy. T-
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BoARD OF RevesvuE (SEPARATE Revenve), No. 209, 28ta May 1897.
0AR :

N / therefore only keep down illicit

‘ ; do not approve. We can . tinal classes.

g one prsons with ppl vl do ot rong o tho eriminl e

distillation by dosirable to imprison such people wholesale. : , the

i i esirabie itional preventive establishment whic

It is obviously und :qil as well as of the additional pre s hmens e

f their keep 1 J¢ : are set off acainst the nomina :

o 7 ent(}l(;rl‘sﬁxi;ct(ils:?lge :re not much to the good. Of the discontent

a

. can be no question. - .
which we 2r¢ causul;lg: -ﬂxl::ecould reduce the share of the stxll-hez(mid clhax’;gs w;':ugilsi;lgx
10. As to whet elI understand that Mr. Woolley, a Wynaad plan :i,t ot re; duced
ocs to the contractg':';act but I doubt whether he would ag(;ete tgoasgep / .
of takinigfun%:htehzopreseﬁt contractor can hard'y b:hez(ﬁflcte re:ent co.ntrvactor’s profits
rates. y O tiesioner estimates that the p .
11 Theh A:m;t%{nst ??(;) r(7[)1([)%1 szlgrnannum. If it is thought that they are too high,
cannot fall short 01 143, 94,

. : hat

be reduced by insisting on greater efficiency. For instance, I am told tha
they can be reduc ant is old an : ict th
much of th_(ﬁ ex}llsmll&g géd:rf;;e({led. The contr;tcto(li :mghttalstf)‘ Bea;]peaﬁe :ﬁ;:i%;crtd'icn;
that the stills snou operations. ~He now is believed to go tvo Ia ’< Tiquor bv the

. ¢ operations. . . ce he has to pay for his 11qu01 y .
area of his tapping OPC. and increasing the pri S A :

illicit distillation o
scope for ill :

cost of carriage. o
12. T am not 1n a POsi

revenue, we shall I_)rob

tion to say whether it would be desirable to transfer the

ffer more advantageous terms. It is, however, only fair to

Mr. WOOl.lP’yY ig re;l;l qu,o t(;lat he has never given any cause for compluint of failure of .
Ratnasami Nadar to £

PP . o] y ’ ike in
Y i 18 uet durine the toddy-drawers’ stri
radle euloglsed his con h
,and that Mr. Bra d d
supply,

, g this 0 J o . ]
North Malabar (vzf‘g'on I roerct the delay in the submission of this report. The
18 "In conciusion, o

Assistant Commisslo

| inggi ived from
just taken © js drafted. I am forwardinggit as receive
hadngn]gyjl;mm the preszntth;.ip(l);:;l;s ;ot seen Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 1583,
MUt oint ou

fhice letter, dated?oﬂl‘ Febliqary 1894, N(?. 224-Rev. Genl.).

: 13th instant. "As I -

, ‘ 4 was received only on the L e

nlfr ) f z?lt};: P(;ilstyr‘ilvct.' I sent the papers to Mr, Dance at Oofaca- <
arg

d should be replaced. I have also recommended

Ratnasami Nadar to Mr. Woolley until I know whether . -

i iews herein set
bim, and should_ p1897, in which the Doard does not agree with the vie

dated 16th April

t enough experience of the district to form an opinion of my own.
not ¢ D 2 : ‘ .
gorth. I bave | o™

\
|

\MI NADAR, k supply contractor of 'Mala-
NASAMI  NADAR, arrac con r of Ma
BFAD.-—petition from. T. 1%)2:‘ dated Madras, 8th Mfty 1897. :
s - oxt ‘
Asmm.-—l’r&y‘“g foéctgbor 1897. .

ing 1st
yeors commenein from 18t

et e

obq dafe(i 28th May 1897.
pPAVRS]

ResortTioN—NO-

In the 1et1:eli1 réf{)‘]ii:gorv‘;enue of the district during the year 1897-98.
' t of the ab :
managemen

i . r of minor suggestions
" Pealin . t system, but makes a number o ) ;
.‘j‘cgﬁ% clgmge n ﬂ{; E}fnez?art"icle which will be more popular with consumers
conslucTs to the supply,
with a View

4 so reduce the ten,ngitltzee-tax is inexpedient owing to the present state of the
an on -tax 18 Inexpedient ‘

r hancem
that anpy enba™ *

y

ension of . the fé.rraick ‘supp‘lyv contract of Malabar for th;ee ,

the Collector of Malabar submits his proposals for the .

he arrack revenue first, the Collector does not advocate any .
with the

n toillicit distillation. 'As regerds toddy he considers

L in formulating proposals for this district
scasoll. d fecls considerable difficulty in formulating propo

e i this branch of the
3. The Boill" so. There is 10 doubt thta\t tl;ieignnﬁ}ﬁg?g&ge%e of tasation per
1 el . a res . , N ; L
for tr}:::ec?rllni‘?gl‘ bar is veryl:)l‘?zztt;lsifgclt?;gra’s \Ehile the number of prosecutions which
reve i

head of POP uldtgpntig;dt]lf%r breaches of the abkdri laws is exceedingly high. Asa
& . tu
have to be 108l

S ‘WJ ‘{i
et



- taxation. Jtis however satisfactory to observe that both prosecutions an

. proposed would cause a sensible diminution in

B T S AR e gy b e, - ey

o o, ~
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Y A A

natural consequence the money spent on rewar.ds is out oﬁ all proportion to the reve-
nue, the percentage being by far the highest in the Presidency, T aking both toddy
and arrack revenue together, the figures ;e}atmg to offences and rewards for the last
four years have been as shown in the subjoined statement :.—

Drosecutions during the oelendar year. | Rewards paid during the official year,

Percentage of rewards to revenue,
—
1893—94.‘ l894—-9-').!1895—9ﬁ.! 18968-97.

———

1893-94. 1895-96. ' 1896-97,

1803, 1894-95,

1894. \ 1895. ‘ 1896.

B8, RS, RS. RS,
8,340 7,504 | 5,98 | 5868 | 50,513 | 81,795 | 25372 | 20,680 | 11-g 64 | 48 3-8

=

The number of cases of illicit distillation ang kindred offences for the last four
- years 18 shown in the margin. Duripg

th 1 1
Wit | coo e(}l last three years of the series 154, 93
—_ distillation | ozl Total. and 111 persons were punished by impri-
cases, - sonment forillicit distillation respectively,
These figures speak for themselves. Te
o - . 423 Board cannot avoid susvecting that a
1895 .. 4o Ti1 gos system which entails prosscutiong on such
1895 .. i 123 are ¢ ]
o5 . 251 12 a7 a wholesale. scale cannot be well adapted
|- to the locality and population and that it

should be possible to devise

: L one which
would produce a larger revenue by less oppressive means and at the same time enhance

Jorl d rewards
show a steady tendency to decrease, and the Board is inclined to hope that the fault

may prove to rest more in the habits and conditions of life of the population than it

now supposes and that these will in time accommodate themsclves to the system of

abkdri management which has proved so successful elsewhere. It however feels that

great caution must be exercised and that the introduction of any extensive alterations

in the present system is to be avoided until the number of prosecutions has reacheq

reasonable limit, unless there are very strong grounds for believing that the change;
erime,

4. The Collector is inclined to attribute the present unsatisfactor i
to the unpopularity of the spirit supplied by tﬁe contractor, whicl{ Sitsatlemoif':rzgi;s
considered to have a taste of copper owing to its being made in copper stills. Th
Board has no hesitation in saying that this is pure imagination on the part of the
consumer. The spirits are not what he has been accustomed to. Probably they g .
considerably purer than what the old earthen still used to produce and he doo,; ri
gej; a8 strong a flavour as he would like, There is no more reason why the Ma] {10
spirits should taste of copper than English whiskey or gin, which are invariable o 2F
1n copper stills, and the volatilization of any copper salt at the temperature of a still §
the Board believes, a chemical impossibility. ~ When Excise Spirits were first int;:-

istillery there was a similar outery, but there
ism—a theory whj
lieved in for a considerable time, hoch was

complaints regarding the coppery taste do not ap T
cgar : pear to the Board to ha
of a foundation in fact there is no uso in ignoring their existence or tve the shadow

tillation and connected offences are startlingl pat Micis di-
. : gly prevalent and may 1, i
butqble to the unpopularity of the excised spzi)rits. That the spiritsynosv Sﬁggﬁeffﬂ"'
nl;laklgg tg(lalr way Wltfht}t]he public taste is however clear from the followine oo
showing the 1ssues of the past few years when d 11 i the b

prices of the current season ; ’ o owance is made for tho high

Proor
1893-94 . . ) GALLONS,
1694‘95 o - ..o s sty Y ‘e 31’397
1895-96 oo ess n-: . o o N e 42:’433
1896-97 cos . . ::: e e oy wee gg,g}zé

)
i

ot

—

= ez 1, g
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- change in the ensuing year.

Boarp oF REvENUE (SEparaTE Revenur), No. 209, 28t May 1897, b

The progress is however slow, and the Board thinks that it is necessary to proceed
with extreme caution in introducing improvements in the arrack supply or raising the
rates of duty until the outery has subsided and the people have become accustomed to
spirits manufactured after European methods.

6. It appears to be out of the question to contemplate the introduction of jaggery
arrack within any reasonable time considering the violent antipathy which even toddy
arrack made in modern stills hag aroused and the district must consequently remain
under the contract supply system for a series of years to come. The spirits consumed
being toddy-arrack it follows that the supply must be obtained from local distilleries.
Tt is here that the great difficulty in introducing any mmprovement lies. The four
local distilleries all belong to the present contractor, Batnqsmm Nadar, who hus heldt the
contract since 1891-92, and no one can compete with him for it in consequence, " It
would not be worth the while of another caplta}lst to erect new distilleries unless assured
of the contract on favourable terms for a_series of years, nor could he do so even t}3en
unless all arrangements were made with him a year before hand, as the work of erecting
fresh distilleries would be impossible during the monsoon month.s which 1m{ned1ately pre-
cede the abkdri year in Malabar, CUondition 26 of the present license provides that Gov-
ernment may acquire the premises and plant used by the contractor at thq termmat.mn
of the present lease, either for itself or for any other contractor, at a fair valuation,

-but how this condition is to be put into practical effect sufliciently expeditiously to

allow of another distiller taking up the work is not apparent. The Board considers
that this fault should be set right at once, and to enable this to be d'o.ne proposes that
the lease be extended on existing terms for another year, this eqndltlon bel.ng at the
same time amended so as to allow of Government taking immediate possession at t.he
end of the term if it thinks fit to do so. Ratnasami Nadar .has,. on the whole, carried
out his arrangements fairly well and the Board sees no objection to the extension of
his present three years’ lease for another year. :

6. As regards the terms and conditions of the contract, the following suggeqtions

have been made in addition to the one above referred to regarding the acquisition of

the buildings and plant :—

(1) To abolish the system of allowing trees to be marked for distilleries free
of tree-tax.

(2) To restrict the area from which the contractor is permitted to draw the
toddy required for distillation.

(3) To insist upogln(lluch of the existing plant, which is old, being renewed and
on the stills being enamelled.

7. The first proposal is made by the Assistant Qommissioqer, Calicut Sub-})ivision,
but is not approved of by the Collector who con.s1ders th_at 1t would result in an in-
crease in the priee of arrack which is already too high.  This difficulty could, of course,
be met by reducing the duty proportionately . ar}d raising the contractor’s portion of
the still-head charge if necessary. The Board is aware of the danger to the revenue
resulting from the present system and .c'ons1ders that it shogld be amended as soon as
possible, but in the absence of competition for the contract it would not advocate an
It must also be remembered that the supply of toddy for
distillation from.tax-paying trees is not ‘altogethe.r free from the objection that it
enables consumdry of toddy to get it free of taxation. In the ome case Government
loses tree-lax by untaxed toddy getting into consumption. In the other the lps;é falls
primarily on the distiller but it is a mistake to supj ose that he really bears it in the
long run. "It may safely be assumed that he takes it into account (at probably a good

deal above its proper value) in settling his contract with Government,” The change is -

consequently not of such importance as might appear at first sight and, possibly, if the
idea suggested below proves practicable, may not be advisable at all.

8. The proposal to restrict the area of tapping operations is made by the Colleetor,
but it is observed that under condition No. 3 of the license, the object in view can be
secured by the local officers exercising proper discretion in the matfer of selecting the
localities from which snpplies are to be drawn. The license does not, therefore, appcar
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to require amendment in this respect, but the attention of

-drawn to the matter especially with a' view to reducing the number of toddy depits
which are, more of loss, a source Of danger to the revenue, In this connection, the
Board is about to t1y some experiments with the aid of the Abkdri Deputy Commis-
sioner, rogarding the possibility of increasing the strength of toddy wash by the
addition of jaggery during the course of Termentation, witheyt at the same time

 affecting materially the flavour of the resulting spirit. ~If thege experiments prove
successful it will. it is hoped, be possible not only to reduce the g :

the number of distilleries and so restr

t the f \ 1pply area but also
i ir i - e ree tapping operations to & minimum.
-+ The experience gained during the ensuinz

S T Year will enable th .
definite suggestions on this point for 1898?.99. ® Board to make more

the lncal officers will be

9. The thitd proposal emanates from the Collector who i - . -
" tractor’s profits are possibly too high in add; » W0 1s of opinion that the con

1gh 1n addition to the arrack suppli : R
liked by the consumer ; ic taste which si:PPth by him not being
in a copper still, the Malayali having been a .

ccustomed f acquires by distillation
i €d Irom timei . :
made iun earthenware stills.” The questio me Immemorial to arrack

n has been dealt with ahoy
. the manufacture of arrack in earthenware stills ig out of the fluesti(:m 111:;1 {ll)?{nfvaiqni
L “tompativle with an Kxcise sy stem _and consequently with efficiont adrainistration.
. The proposal' to enamel the stilly ig impracticable, buy gl stre

condition 26 of the license (with regard to the acq“isiti(mu%)d ggz’earuncnd?wfntt }fg
distilleries and plant at the end of the year) be approved, the B};nrd thimlr;lent}(,)t the
+ contractor might reasonably be required to renew op rep’lace son{ £ 1? 31 1a e
' would be averse to doing t 8 it woul ° ok his plant.

his otherwise d give hi 1

- 1 1im sking

exceptional treatment when the terms of the followingg contract %x(;?x\:: %2 lfgrd?:g:sl:e(flor
the distiller fro

requiring the establishment of four distilleries b
supplies at some of them where work eanng
iy necessary to amend the present license b
\taiued at each distillery, At present the
- and not for an inadequacy of supply. T

10. 'With a view to prevent m defea.tl.ng the object of the orders
b Y heglecting to provide for adequate
b 2o done ag cheaply asat othors it appears
Y preseribing minimum gtonkg 4o be main-
Contractor is res

: ponsible only for fu] f
his amendment hag the Board’§ a;;vr:l\!:{e ’

rdineo rk ((I)f the fish-curing yard
8y recommends th; Insne

ge of the deptt, ang th};t h s that a Sub-Taspector
a day to work in the fish-cur;

o o € may attend for a few hours

-ar . g . N
-considered sufficient. Thege progogals areozp;}:gvglcllarge o which o Potty officer is
todd_y revenue t
h. prices, an enhg ]

13. The Collector recommends

that ¢ s
and toddy'7 shgps may be altereq from ihehigiﬁtet (;)ft hgayment of kists of both arruck
resale notices in the case of a

10th of the month and that
Varrack shops may be allowed to § i i
oceurrence of t}}e df:fault 1nstead of atI;er tge 25th as at ;gelsisx‘xlt? m'ﬁgdrlxely o tll:ﬁ
tions do not meét with the approval of the Board. There is ne reason to | ?lrx'nn'm:hat
the rules now in force Impede the prompt collection of the revenye is dou
if any real advantago will be geined by the chan

» 8nd it is doubtful
80 proposed by the

Collector,
14. With reference to

and the outlying

or Travancore, The Collector will be
accordingly.

\

1 e o, Pk

- ovrm e b a4 .

v n

e 1897. 7
' No. 209, 28tx May |
" o (SEPARATE REVENUE), NO
r Revexus (

PoARD O

ition 3 of
is letter that condition 3
i)eofmgxslded so as to make it clear

; . ooh
' osal in paragrap
_ The Collector’s Prop or the transport of toddy from other

, ’g license may
ddy shopkeePors, its 1
the indepliggggz (fgnﬁgt claim as of right perm?
t.htlt):}i(s)ipprove ' ('1‘rﬁe Copy and Extract.) . ‘
- | :oned) ~ C. G. TODHUNTER,
(Signed) Acting Secretary.
PR

Pl et T

(True Copy.) 4

Assistant Secretary.

A .

tment
Malabar. A s and Customs DgPar ’
" gzgﬁ:?l(‘}ginm?ssioner of Salt, Abkér ® Southern Division.

” .

Abkéri and Customs -

i Salt i -Division.
ommissioner of falt, Department, Qahcut SFb D

Assistant C

4

f;xd A. F. Eccleston.
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- Gobernment (18971 of dHlaveas.
REVENUE.

e

Reed, : ) Enclosures
} 1897.

Spare copies

' @.0., No. 552, 10th July 1897.

JULY.

Abkari Revenue,

Approving, subject to certain remarks, Board’s proposals for the management of the — it
the Malabar district during the year 1897-08, :



sy

9 No. 652, Revexue, 10mn Jury 1897,
WM’ i

R O

NM"JM‘~—~W

. GOVERNMENY op MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPJAR’_I.“ME‘NT.

~the followin Procecdings of the Board of Revenye (Separafe Revenge
Rasp—the ahh No, 205, dated 28th May 1897 :— )»

i '_ f ll-uwinﬂ"letter from H. 0. D. HARUINGZ Ij]sq., I.C’.S., Acting Collec-
Head ﬂ'lio: of Maﬁibar, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Salt,
‘ Scparate Revenue, dated Calicut, 30th A pril 1897, N

I have the honour to submit my py.
abkdri lease beginning in October next

»

man.  Moreover, the season has been a bad
thefefore to increase the price of toddy will
Possibly another strike, - ~. , o | |
A would recommend that the date of payment of kists of boty arrack and
tbddy shoi)s should be altered to the 10th- of the mont

h “insteaq of the 15t} as at
present. . Steps might then be taken in the month to realise the arrears for the month,

. 5. The arrack-renter of Cochin’ is now allowed {o
Native Cuchin, and the renter of the out)

ore. Therg
IS Do necessity for thig restriction, - Fgef might be alloweq to get hig arrack eithep
from Native Cochin op Travancore, T would therefope Tecommend thyg condition 5
of their licenge should be altered accordingly.

¥ying pattoms only from Travane

‘ . 0 not think it

g iractor tree-tgx for tho trees tapped by him
38 suggested by the Assistant Commissiopey This wouiq result in g rosp
increase in the price of arrack, ang | },

lready 1 } corresponding
S¢ 1n 1 Tack, ave already broy 1t t0 the notiee of the Boarg
in my letter, dateq 28th" March, 1897, No. 613¥Re 8 i
considered to be very deqr at ¢

#

- 8. I'bave also })rbught to the notjee of the Board i, the same Jotter th
arrack now supplied 18 objeeted by the Public beeayge of the me
1t acquires by distillation in g

‘ [ opper still, the Malay)i having beep accustomeq frop,
time 1mmemona} to arrack made {n earthenwspe stills,  1f ;¢ is ahsolutely Decessary
to use copper stills, T woulq suggest that they shoy] :

d be €namelleq,
9. Iam sure that abkdri cripy

Malabar if wo

e are to Competg
' 8upply worse liquore op what 1},
er,

© are now offering the

.,._.\
PUs—

import his liquor only from

> V.y that the arrack now golq is
the price, : ' |

at the .
tallie taste which -

N ° . 3
897. . . . :
.,,MWW«;;O; 552, Revenve, 10ta Jory 1

| ‘ do not approve, We can therefore only keep down illicit
WM;M 0 no .
which they

iminal classes.
. do not belong to the crimina Y
ic liquor of ith people who do no - Moreover, when the
ublio l_xqu‘)b" filling our meogfngrison such peop lo Who}eﬁil:e establishm,ent which
distillation sl); undeS{l'*}ble "ell as of the additional prgv:t the mominal inereass o
It is ob"};"fr keep in jail as Wnecessary are .set, off agta“;he ood. Of the discontent
cost of geit system !ifnlfll;rsﬁnd that we are not much to the g
re a . .
the é’u e, we shall P:; there can be no question > of the still-head charge which now
rcl‘l’,e h we are causl }?’ a could reduce the s{l)‘z;l_relf ¥, & Wynaad planter, is desirous
wae whether w d that Mr. Woolley, ¢
10. Asto I understan

t it at reduced
‘ T he would agree to aceep it uced
ontractor, doubt whether o ace

Oeslfiontghslf the contr&gg’tzﬁzgractor can hardly be expected to

of tak t, the pres

o8 tor’s profits
. he prescnt contrac C

] 0 . estlmates_ﬂ}att , re too high
rates. 'lg.‘lllle Assistant F m(?(!)r(l)lsgle(;‘n;;num. If it is th.o%f‘gh-ti;}sl:zfngéeji‘aam told tiaf’:
. 1% 11 short of Ra. e')O’iastino' on greater efﬁ01en(13)’. ; OII have also recommens: 1
cannotmﬁbé reduced b)l’ Illntsis 013 and should be trepxi?ih't also be made to restrict fche
they ¢ xisting pla . The contractor mig o thus affordine
mucl o7 ils should be e m believed to B2 1o pan e i liquor by the
that g;ehis tappiqgt-(ﬁféﬁoana increasing the price he has .P‘,y B :
ared licit distilk . . . ‘ ) \ - fer the

for il e c : : 3 e desirable to transfe ,
zgzgif carriage. tin ’a pOSition to say Vglegilfl;oltl\zouégogﬂey until I kDOWIWIfle.thg,
‘ aa: i . only fair
12, lam n\(I) R.Ry. T. Ratnasami geous terms. It is, however, only f
; m M.R. ore advantageou ) somplaint of fallur(?f)
contrz%;’ﬁoﬁ?y is ready tfo t‘fgﬁrh? has never given any c(}uset }fgrtgggl})_ ;raw ers’ strike in
Mr. V Omi Nadar to say. dley eulogised his conduct during 1894, No. 224-Rev. Genl.)..
“‘”‘t"ﬁfqand that gr.ﬂlfglo fﬁ};e letter, dated 20th F ebruary ;
BUPD ) b r (vide '
falaba

North N

: ission is report. "The
ion, I regret the delay in the Su?mlsilziéog.‘;th}:sinstfnt. As ]
18 Inm conql‘l?lon”s fimal report was received on ; 18 to Mr. Dance at Ootaca-
A éistafxt Cmilmlzsgqc%e;rue of the district.f I dsentI t::; I%iffvarding,' it as received frél'gl
s just taken charge ot t is drafted. ings, Mis. No. 15
had onlg' J:’Iwm the p resintmpﬁi has not seen Board’s Prorfetagdl&%&v ilravlvs ‘hetein sob
mundz;ndysh')uld ploéégt?miln‘ which the Doard does not agree wi :
him, h April ) ‘
dated 10t

istri inion of my own.
t enough experience of the district to form an 0p1n11 y
' “noug Aol - o
‘ " T bave not e ‘ ‘ .
fOl‘thj T

" of Mala-
m T. RATNASAMI NADAR>“’a°k9;upply sostetor o s
sp—potition from . Bt 4 vted Madras, 8th May 1897." Malabar for thres
o L 2 for an extension of the arrack supply contract of e -
'—.- 0ng o 3 ‘ , ] } . ) .o
AR
years ¢ )

s

Sole

iuton—No. 200, dotod 2568 ey 1807, o
on—No. 209, d,ated? ‘ ’ bmits his proposals for the
Resolution—20. &7 ‘the Collector of Malabar subm for th
v d a,bOVe, the
In the letter rea

oe]“e [) i 1 1 ; ) 98. '

o  Collector does’not advocate any
ine wi ¢k revenue first, the ) omy
2 Delal & no:%nt?lfe ;resent system, but makes a number of minor sugges
idorable chang
considora

iew to the supply of an article which will be more Popular with'eonsumers
* With av YleW 0

icit distillation. ‘As e ds “toddy he considers
: illicit "distillation. ‘As. regar : the
and . so reduce the ?ﬁpit;gge_ttg; is inexpedientwoymg' to the present state? of the
. hancem : '
that any en o SR L ing proposal for this district
s Bl sl Sy i o i e s i ot
~ 8- The . ere 18 1o doubt that the . s of taxation per (
for tho coming loso. v{fergnsatisfaetory at present. - The %2:1gfep§i(;gecntions which -
revenue in Malal dri? the ylowest in Madras while the nui;n exceedingly high, Asa
head of I;)OP‘??S‘&O{I;( ed for breaches of the abkéri laws .
have to be ,

i
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4 No. 552, Revexve, 10T Jury 1897.

A ot

natural consequence the money spent on rewards is out of all proportion to the reve-
nue, the percentage being by far the highest in the Presidency.  Taking both toddy
and arrack revenue together, the figurcs relating to offences and rewards for the last
four years have been as shown in the subjoiued statement :—

Prosecutions duriné the calendar year. | Rewards paid during the official year, Percentags of rewards to revenue.

1893, 1894, \ 1895. \ 1856. 1893—94.’ 1894~95.‘ 1895—96.} 1896-97, 1893—94.'l894-95.il895—95. 1806-97.

8,340 | 7,664 | 5,398

RS, RS. RS, RE,
5,868 60,513 | 31,795 25,372 20,680

i1-8 \ 64 l 43 3'8‘

The number of cases of illicit distillation and kindred offences for the last four
. ____ years is shown in the margin. During
. ' the last three years of the series 154, 93
Iltieit Kindred '
offences. Total. |

— distillation and 111 persons were punished by impri-
Gases. - sonment for illicit distillation respectively.,
. These figures speak for themselves,” The

1895 - 216 833 Board cannot avoid suspecting that a

1804 .. o 446 7. | 603 system which entails prosecutions on such
18956 ., . 251 123 ©3T4 ‘o :
S-SR B 41 e | a wholesale scale cannot be well adapted

. 1o the locality and population and that it
' » , . should be possible to devise one which
would produce a larger revenue by less oppressive means and at the same time enhance
taxation. Itis however satisfactory to observe that.both prosecutions and rewards
show a steady tendency to decrease, and the Board is inclined to hope that the fault
may prove o rest more in the habits and conditions of life of the population than it
now supposes and that these will in time accommodate themselves to the system of
abkédri management which has proved so successful elsewhere. . It however feels that
great caution must be exercised and that the introduction of any extensive alterations
in the present system is to be avoided until the number of prosecutions has reached a

reasonable limit, unless there are very strong grounds for believing that the changes
proposed would cause a sensible diminution in erime, ‘

- 4. The Collector is inclined to attribute the present unsatisfactory state of affairs
to the unpopularity of the spirit supplied by the contractor, which is universal]
considered to have a taste of copper owing to its being made in copper stills. The
Board has no hemtgt}on in saying, that this is pure imagination on the part of the
consumer.  The spirits are not what he has been accustomed to. " Probably they are
considerably purer than what the old earthen still used to produce and he docs not
get as strong a flavour as he would like. There is no more reason why the Malabar
spirits should taste of copper than English whiskey or gin, which are invariably made
1n copper stills, and the volatilization of any copper salt at the temperature of a stil] s
the Bourd believes, 2 chemical impossibility, ~ When Excise Spirits were first intro.
duced into Vizagapatam from the Aska Distillery there was a similar outcery, but there
the fault alleged was that its consumption produced rheumatism—a theory ;vhich was
invariably adopted and Implicitly believed in for a considerable time, Although the

complaints regarding the Coppery taste do not appear to the Board to ha
of a foundation in fact there is no use In ignoring their existence or that illicit dis-

: : gly prevalent and may be part] ttri-
‘butable to the unpopularity of the excised spirits.  That the spiritsynow guppges arrle
making their way with the public taste is however clear from the following figures

showing the issues of the past fow years when due allow i i
prices of the eurrent season ; J e Im»w e i made for th? hlgh

=

Proor
1893-94 . . e - Gglllxi(‘);i&
1694-95 D Ty
1895-98 T PO i 41
1896‘97 ' ebe bor N ;|| (21 L X1Y o - . 0t

e [22]

e 43,068

o

i e e <,

&

AT R TGE

but it is observe
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‘ is however slow, and the Board thinks that it is necessary to proceed

The PrOgrzzsﬁl:nhgn introducix’lg improvements in the arrack supply or raising the

with ext(;'e;neucntﬂ the outery has subsided and the people have become accustomed to

ra§iist§ fmaigfactured after Luropean methods. : o
* 5. It appeafs to be out of the question to contemplate the introduction of jaggery

cp asonable time considering the violent antipathy which even toddy
arrack Wlt(}}l;ni:‘go:]‘ee.;‘i stills has aroused and the district must consequently remain

BIIﬂCk ma

under :hded(;ogrrack it follows that the supply must be obtained from local distilleries.
being toddy-

at difficulty in introducing any improvement lies. The four
1t is here that th(ﬁ %ﬁg;mdi?tche gresent eontracto%, Rainasami Nadar, who has held the
Jocal d‘stl!lerlefl! 391-—92 ?md no one can compete with him for it in consequence. It
contract &IN¢O th the while of another capitalist to erect new distilleries unless assured
would not bo vzorn fav;)urable terms for a series of years, nor could he do so even then
of the contra’c 00 ments were made with him a year before hand, as fche work of erecting
unless ?H.arrd-n"fvould be impossible during the monsoon months which im mediately pre-
fresh distilleries’ arin Malabar. Condition 26 of the present license provides that Gov-
cede the abkar )euire the premises and plant used by the contractor at thq termination
ernment may a‘;qase either for itself or for any other contractor, at a fair .v.aluatlon,
of the present edit’ion is to be put into practical effect sufficiently expeditiously to
but how thlshcondistiﬂer taking up the work is not apparent. The Board eonsiders
allow qf anot e‘il ould be set right at once, and to enable this to be done proposes that
that this fonlt St ded on existing terms for another year, this condition being at the
the lease be €x an so as to allow of Government taking immediate possession at the
ame time armexn 'f? it thinks fit to do so. Ratnasami Nadar has, on the whole, carried
end of. the termx;e nts fairly well and the Board sees no objection to the extension of
out his aﬁiﬁe years' lease for another year. Lo -
his prescht ds the terms and conditions of the contract, the following suggestions
. f,ib As;:%zrin éddition to the one above referred to regarding the acquis;thn of
have cen '

1 dings and plant :— o ‘ , o .
the bull( 11) i o abolish the system of allowing trees to be marked for distilleries free

of tree'tg)x'To restrict the area from which the contractor is permitted to draw the
" : istillation. o S i

toddy re,gmrllﬂ%dii‘gsg 1151pon much of the existing plant, which is old, being renewed and

on the stills being enamelled. ' .

| is made by the Assistant Commissioner, Calicut Sub-Division,
. 7..The ﬁri&%gopésfylthe Collyector who considers that it would result in an in-
but is not aPP r.ce of arrack which is already too high. This difficulty could, of course,
crease in the P({l ing the duty proportionately ‘and raising the contractor’s portion of
t by ¢ uﬁm-%e if necessary, The Board is aware of the danger to the revenue
cthe %resent system and considers that it should be amended as soon as

ing from the absence of competition for the contract it would not advocate an
posmbleg ; llr:ensuing' year. It must also be remembered that the supply of toddy for
change 10 the m tax-paying trees is not altogether free from the objection that it
llation fro ers of toddy to get it free of taxation. In the ome case Government
untaxed toddy getting into consumption. In the other the loss falls
loses tree- Xthe distiller but it is a mistake to suppose that he really bears it in the
rimarily oxit may safely be assumed that he takes it into account (at probably a good
ong run. ts proper value) in settling his contract with Government. 'The change is
deal abovell ,};t of such importance as might appear at first sight and, possibly, if the

consequefgs{ed below proves practicable, may not be advisable at all. ‘ "
iden 858 ronosal to restrict the area of tapping operations is made by the Collector,
8. The P d that under condition No. 3 of the license, the object in view can be
by the local officers exercising proper discretion in the matter of selecting the
Bee:lriggas %rrom which supplies are tobe drawn. The license does not, therefore, appear

loc :

tract supply system for a series of years to come. The spirits consumed .
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to require amendment in this respect, b .
drawn to the m: ' pect, but the attention )
which are, mo r:tgsﬂe::pgm:(}}ly Wlth. a view to reducing 2lflet }xlleuri?bcal officers will be
Board is about to try sé . e‘(rce ‘ot dange? to the revenue. In tﬁ? of toddy’ depots
sioner, regarding the possibﬁﬁgmﬁeggscr‘zlt}_l the aid of the Abk:iri“})(?;nu?fcgon, tho
addition of jagg : asing the y Lommas-
affecting ma‘gel?i;fl?r t%gmi?fv:he course of 1'exjgmentat?g§n§:ﬁh0f toddy wash by the
e eseful it will it is hoped ui of the resulting spirit. It th cut at the same time
the number of distilleries a 'y e possible not only to reduce tESe experiments prove
nd so restrict the froe tappiu(; Ope: S‘;Ppl); area but also
] ations to & minimum.

Ihe expelience gained duri o e I ] I

- L nb th en u.ny vea V.

deﬁnlte Suggestlons on this POint fOI’ .18858—9‘9 a 111 l ard to mak
). e more

9. The third propos
posal emanates f
tractor’s profits are possi tes from the Collect : . .
liked by the consuxgerslglgez;%hlgh 1n addition to thg :L,rr‘zv;lcll? 1? . 1(_)p1mon that the con-
in a copper still, the Malayali lf:v?]f t%e metallic taste which Si.;Pfcfllf“% byll:m:} not being
2 been accustomed £ acquires by distillation

made in earthenware sti T'h

stills.” ue .OI] . r ti ' i

rtd o st s e q stion has b . dpomlt ]:liltle lmmemorlal to [i!‘l‘ﬁ()k
the manutfactare of arra n een dealt with Q-bOVO.

compatible with an Exciso. earthenware stills is e. Inany case,
The proposal to enamel ‘S}(iosgtsitﬁm‘aqd consoqllen?;l; ?vfitt}}lle ﬁt}l{estlon a3 being in-
condition 26 of the license ( 'ti 18 impractieable, but he iend adrainistration,
distilleries and plant at the e“('ll regard to the ac “ts ould  this amendment of
contractor might reasonabl {)1 of the year) be appljgvézl ion by Government of the
would be averse to doing t}{is ¢ required to renew or 0 the Lioard thinks that the
exceptional treatment when thgt}(];r“”%f as 1t would gifrip}?ice rrou Sf bis plnt. |

'ms of the fol] m grounds for asking for

10. R S O‘Vin“ ¢ . .
With a view to prevent the distiller f § contrat come to be diseussed
r

requiring the establishme

: nt of fo T e

;%(p;gg;es at some of them where W(I)Jlfkdmtmcrms
o ary to amend the present I cannot be
ained at each distillery. A 1cense by
and net for an inadequacy

or :
b;'n n(i?f'liattl‘ng the object of the orders
done at:; cc} 1'ng to provide for adequaté
t Y preseribine 10_‘1p_1y as at others 1t appears
of Slt)lr;‘s]e at the contractor ?sb r;n inimum stocks to be main-
. . 3 $ Tesponsi .
uen]}. The I?eput'y COMmisgiI;ny This amendment hast th;“gia(ﬁl,g éor rfat.:{re of
gndeie ({f. tﬁe_ increasing trunsaetisr has represented to the I3 pproT
fish which 1t 1s supervised b t}llls n the Calicut exeige Y 1103“1 that in conse-
fish-curing yard cannot be conti y the Sub-Inspector in . s¢ depit, the present systenm
ﬁenegle?ted' . The Deputy 00;1?;-6(1’ unless the i o charge of the Calicut north
a dﬁ;p pointed to f‘he sole charge Olfsilloner accordingly reco ork of the fish-curing yard
con yd to work in the ﬁsh-cﬁrino ne depdt, and that h;m mends that o Sub-Inspector
sidered sufficient. These proz) 03 all'd. for the chan,; ;}my ﬁt.tt{lmd for a few hours
Sals are approved ° which a Petty officer i8

. 8, a1 enhanc
o X ppin . ement of .

Boaljd agrees with the Eoﬁ? d possibly another sth'e rates of tree-tax will lead to
continued for another yea ctor and reco rike among the tappers. The

: L. tnmends that ¢
13. The Collector recom he present rates may be

and toddy sho

y shops may be alt dat -

resale notices in the case of :;sd kf"-Om the 15th et: fthpﬂ_vment of kists of both arrack

occurrence of the default insté’;% 0;‘}101)8 may be allov?led1 Otth‘Of the month and (¢
o issue immediately on the

tions do not meet with : ¢ 25th as a

: ith the g after tho 25¢

the rules in fores imme I;ptrovﬁl of the Bog as ltp'resmxt. The recommendi-
@ rules now 1n lorce impede the prom ¢ Board. There is no reason to helieve that

if any real advanta i
2o will be gaine) pob; Coleeti
be gained by the c{;;‘l‘g:;’é ;lz)e r&‘\};&*nuﬁ, and it is doubtful
roposed by the Collector.

mends that the

or Travancore. The Collector will be re

T 81 s .
 accordingly. 1pply of liquor cither from Native Cochin

quested i1 it
to modify the conditions of their liceuse

I U

IS e Ranal

: aragraph 6 of his letter that condition 3 of

\ tor pleepe! ; ay be amer%ded 50 xa»sf ’:odgla]g it cliar

the independcn :gnnZt claim 88 of right pergmts for the tr ansport oI 10 y from other

that ghopkecpers

ghops is 8PP
(Signed) C¢. G. TODHUNTER,

' , Acting Secretary.

. to
To the Sceretary o 1abar. 3 Customs Departument
» %cg\fﬁ;rco mmiSSioner of Salt, Abké.l‘l a e e Div,is.mn. ‘
’ Abkéri and Customs

n
: sioner of Salt, D epartment , Calicut Sab-Division,

. t Gommls
" Assistan
e

550, Revenn® dated 10th July 1897 \
0 unER“‘M‘/’/ The Doard’s proposals are approved,
o. 60. ‘ gubject, to the following remarks :— ‘

‘ geparate Revenu® N
(§) Tn paragraph 9 of the Froces i

that, if proves of its proppsal to modify condition
s Board states . - might reagonably be required to renew of replace
26 of tho 1icens® iy oy remark 18 not uﬂde:rstood. Even under the existing condi-

o of pis planb & ¢ over the plant it will be at a valuation, the amount of which
BOI0%. ¢ & Ternment tgt plant The Board may of course require the contractor to

will deppnd on ?rso 2 if the pl::mt is ix_xefﬁeiem, but it is not clear on what other
CRY an be forced to do it. . _
gerence t0 paragraph 11 of the Board’s Proceedings it is observed

soub fsh-curing yard have been over 3,000 maunds ;

n . ) . .
operations 1nets :a,le prescribed by the Commissioner in 1884 the yard must be

n considers' {hat this scale should be qdhered to and that a separate

The Governme5 * ald bo appointed to supervise the Calicut excise depdt. A proposi-

Sub-InsP(;clg;ft should be cubmitted. for the additional Sub-Inspector required. :
a{e 3

‘om 8 t ,
1o ‘ (True Extract.)

(Signed) G. STOKES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

of Revenu® (Separate Revenue).

'j_‘o the Boara

| Exd. Shaik Earim.
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