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5. Fewer persons were charged during the year for offences against the Towns
Nuisances and the Madras City Police Aects, but prosecutions under the Municipal
Acts were considerably more numerous than in 1595, (ases under the Hackney
Carriages Act also increased—a result mainly attributable to the extension of the Act
to Vellore in 1895. Convictions for robbery and dacoity and for offences affecting
human life decreased. Owing probably to a rise in the number of compromises filed
in court or inferred from the absence of complainants, the percentage of convictions
fell also in cases relating to marriage, defamation, and criminal intimidation and insult,

6. The total amount of original and appellate work received by all courts taken
together was slightly less than in 1895 The decrease in original business occurred
almost entirely in cases coming before the Presidency Magistrates, and that in
appellate work in the appeals presented to the Sessions Courts. On the whole dis-
posals and arrears remained much the same as in the previous year, but there was a
general improvement in promptness in the disposal of original work. The reverse

occurred in the case of appeals.
7. The operations of the several classes of criminal courts are noticed below.

8. Village Magistrates’ Courts.— Instititions in these courts r.se from 10, 39 to
11,402 cases. As usual the extent to which these courts were resorted to varied
largely in different districts, the cases coming before them ranging from 4 per cent.
of the total original work in Bellary to 116 per cent. in North Arcot. They appear -
to have been most popular in Tanjore, Madura and North Arcot, which taken together,
contributed more than 40 per cent. to the total of the eriminal business dealt with by
them ; but in no district had Village Magistrates a larger average file than four cases
per court in the year. The work seems, on the whole, to have been satisfactorily

performed.

9. Denches—The number of Bench Courts varied but little, but the cases
filed in them advanced considerably, All except seven districts showed increases and
these were more marked in Madura (3,424) and Malabar (890). A further decrcase,
on the other hand, occurred in Tanjore. The outturn of work by Bench Magistrates
showed an improvement. A larger number of cases was disposed ‘of; a higher
percentage of conviction was obtained; and business was transacted with greater
promptitude. TFewer cases were pending in South Arcot at the close of the year, and
Gdéddvari improved in regard to the detention of witnesses beyond three days ; but, as
in 1895, these districts were agaiu at the bottom of the list in these respects.

10. Special Ilonorary Magistrates.—Thero were no Special Magistrates in Ananta-
pur and Vizagapatam. In the remaining districts these officers numbered forty or
two less than in 1895. The statistics- of the work dealt with by them show very
similar results to those relating to Bench Magistrates, viz., an advance in institutions
and disposals and an increase in the proportion of convictions. C(ases were disposed
of expeditiously, except in Géddivari again, where the average duration was no lesg
than thirteen days—a fact which calls for the attention of the District Magistrate,
Among other districts the transaction of business was most prompt in the Nilgiris,

11. Stipendiary Subordinate Mugistrates.—The number of these Magistrates rose
from 471 in 1895 to 458; but, owing to the diminution in the number of offences
under the Indian Penal Code which were brought to trial during the year, the cases
coming before them were cousiderably less in number. The decrease oceurred mainly
in Malabar and South Arcot, in both of which districts, however (and also in Tanjore),
the files were, a8 usual, very heavy. Disposals continued to advance. Witnesses
were in fewer instances detained for more ‘than three days. The average duration
of cases and the proportion of successful prosecutions did not greatly vary from the.
results of the previous ycar. An apparent reduction was effected in arrears; but
this scems to be unreal, being due to the fact that, owing to the incorrectness of thd
returns furnished by the District Magistrate of the N ilgiris in 1895, more than 700
cases -were wrongly shown as pending in that year. Arrears were particularly
numerous in Madura, and, excluding the Agency tracts, where the circumstances are
peculiar, the average duration of each case was also the longest there. In Tanjore

and Malabar witnesses were detained less frequently for more than three days, but

the proportion in these districts was still excessive.
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dealing with offenders.
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J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Honourable the Chief Justice, with C.L.
’ all Distriet Magistrates.

ssions Judges. .
" :ﬂeslex;:;)elgor-ﬁgneral of Police.
1

., the Inspector-General of Prisons,

the Commissioner of Polico, yadms,
1

Department.
:’ tke 'Egzg?i%d I\}?unicipal Department.
” :hg Accountant-General. rote
v the Chief Presidency Magistrate.

istration.
:: the Inspector-General of Regis
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