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The Chamber of Comaerce,

lfadras, 3rd August 1897.
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The Hon’ble G.G.Arbuthnodt,
Chairmen, Chaimber of Comerce, ITdras.s .
* , A%
TO o e o
i ’ ,{
The, Secretary, 1k
)
The Board of Revenue (Scparate Ravcnue): i
Sir,

I have the honor to ackndowledge the receipt of the Pro-

cerdings of the Board of Revenue, No.29076, dated thé 9th July, to-

gether with a letter fron the Governaent of Ihdia, Financial and

Conierce Departicnt, N0.2738 S.R., dated the 24th June 1897, re-

questing an-early expresdion of the Chanber’s views regarding a

proposal that customs dvuty on aineral oil should be levied by -

welght instecad of by measurc.

In reply, I beg td inform you that the Cliannber sees no

reason for making the change suggested, but rathcr the reversc &

-

in support of its opinion I havé the honor to bring the folladwing

N

N

facts to the notice of the Board:-

_ 1. Mineral oils arc sold to thec consuaers in this Presidency

el
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and o¥er the greater part of India, by voluiie, and not byiweight.
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2, Although American and other light gravity oils under the

S
T e

present systen pay on’ import, weight for weight mnore duty than —-

s
L,

¢
Russian and other hoavy oils, the volume occupicd by those is cor. )
3

T - 2~

rospondingly larger and the duty therefore per unit of sale

a%faaxthncylii; 4 Same ),
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3. The statenent made by the Calcutta I

anager of tho Standard
are
0il Co. that importers of their oil in a w it,d
A A Worse position than zf. im-

s,
. e

porters of Russian oil by reason of their oil y
. < eXpanding rmore i
> & qQuickly

than Russian - or, in other words, thravgh the co

-efTic ient of expan—

sion of American oil being greater than th
= € co-efficie
nt of Rusni
Slan -

only applies to sales made in places where the average t
enperature

T e
10CY

is 1less than that of the place of imporﬁ: )
7 . ¢ the avers ‘
ge tcapera-

ture ofﬁthe pslacr of sale excecds that of tl
( . 18 Plaae of i
1port, the

g disadvantage lies with the importers .of heav& oils

L

E/ 4. The specific gravity of Asx

, ) P , ‘ . o
Russian at 62 F. is very approximately as .800 ig 1,

unit of weight be adopted <« Which duty is to e calculat,
: : llated

AiﬂCI‘iCa,n

e ,Ay Volvmo for volune of Rus31an
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in thCSP pro
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Portiong

- - L

an ad e of i
vantage of' 3 % on the duty in favot of ilaporters of A,
‘ , 1erican oi]

/

(Duty is levied at present at the rate of 1 ann 4
- A per imperial galign
A gallon of Arerican oil wei

ighs approximately 8 Ivs. and a gall
on

of Rus:ian 8% 1bs. ‘i S ‘
TR T . 1f therefore duty is levied by weight at say 1
. y a,nn

NG

£l
v

per 8 1b. TR - :
» laporters of American oil wil: Pay 1 anna
| 1 anna per gallon
p 1, as

,

h retofo ¥ i i :
6] Q thls‘b ln’lDOI’t@rS Of RU.S Sia,n Oil X‘Till - [)ay 3 1 i t Ve
- i ) ‘ 1 T;le (@] T

1.05 annas per gallon.) °

I3

Sq. 1o y
,9{ ng, therelfore, as the custoil continu

3 Gs Of sell lflg 0il

-

1o . consuncrs by volume
Lv,

the AbsT dopre '
1 Chamber deprecates the change suggestod
ggestoed,

-
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bounty on tl
I the duty im levied in many case
' 28" of approximately 3 %.
' In d | F
. Iax ras and Bomba, T
Aol el Vs 1”P0*tcr~ of nineral oils are atf{a
Q&G;ahﬁgaavant e i
age in the rayment of dutyj compared with importer

EY

in

aerice i
erican oil compared with that of . .-

.

Pt ¥
; IS R
1 in Calcutta, by reason of the average temperat&?@}qf‘tTe foraer

places heing cons
the latter. placec; ond,

cutta in the hot weather

TR XY A

. 1)

dvty compared with importers in the

N1 F I ALY KRS

[
a range of teaperature of, say, 2<

BRI TP DD FI K

i
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PR

't o measurenent of ninerval oil for duty
. .

-n

valent measurencnt at a stand

.

T~

] can easily be done by tak

raturc at which it is measured, and

those teiperatures.)
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nt of expansion Kesosine 0il as,000&

[ The Chaaber would thercfore su

. (24
+d temperaturc of say 62 F.

standard temperaturc the volume occupled at the aifrt

E raturcsbeing inversely proportional to specifiic grav

iderably in excess of the average temperature of

similarly importers of mincral oills in Cal-

are at a disadvantage in the payment of

cold weather amounting, in
F. to as nuch as 13 % (Ta-

then -

012f, equivalent to a gain in voluae per unit of

g%est the desirability of the

being reduced to their equi-

king the spccific gravity at the tempe-

the specific gravity at the

nt ‘an’lp(‘*-—

itics at —-
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Ordered that the following letter

e despatched 1O the Govt.of Indla.

&

W
AT %

LLTTER. ZoO- 255
Jeadiiddagian

. oo Ty

To the Secy.to the Govt.of India,

Dept.of Finance and Commerce.

Sir,
. %

With reference to the letter

trom the Govi.of India Fo.27 gz%f 21st ?

June 1897 enquiring whether any protcsiléfi
have been received from importers of g%g;
pineral oil in this Presidency against {;?%

o duty by actusl peasur

.@—ww
X

its sgssesspent 1

-pent,I am.directed to forward a cOpPY

of the Proceedings of the FRoard of FReve

g N -

nue marginally noted and 1o state &s ;}2$
. - 19

fodlows 1 i
%3

o . il
2 %o protests have been r6031ve3 Qg

ggainst the

neral oils.0On the ¥

of Commerce which was consulted by the

A Bré& Vﬁ 6lupoudxk——
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o % fenT ey ~

r  cprecates the proposal that custonms
/\'Q' 3

£ . . : :
f '3hity on pinerel oils sheall be levied

5f veight. o )
! (E;;ggicts adduced by it in support

i,f its opinion &arei-

(1) W¥ineral oils are sold to consumers

in this Pres 1d°nc¥7and over bthe greater

by

part ot India,by volume,and notmweight.

My
(2) Although American and light gravity

o~
'under the present system pey on im-

cort ¥eight "for weight‘more duty then
)

cussian and other heavy oils, the volume

+

ocoupied by these is correspondingly

k]quer and the duty therefore per unlt of
!

ﬁsale approx1mately the same.

1 . . e
1{3) Tne statement made by the Calcutte

mgnégef;of the Standard 0il Company that

importers of its oll are in a worse posi-
}iidn than importess of Russian 0il'by rea-
o

son of its oil expanding more ouickly thean

R -

‘hussian only applies to sales made in places

‘A

.nere the average tenperature is lzss than

nperature of the place of sale excseds

iies withithe imp portars of heavy oils,

[

/4) The specific gravity of American 0il

«

i,h‘t of~tﬂe place of import,the-disadvantage
4

ompared with that of %Qf Russian at 6%?F

s very epproximately as .800 to .82%5 ang if

L
=

z unit of weight be adopted as the basis of

XatIO% American oils will en]oy an advsasn-

i '_~ T mw‘u:,.._téh_.
<5
[

va2e of a little over 37 on ‘the duty as com-

‘

vared with Russian oil,

e

- Yessrs.Best and Co.the principal impor-

sers of oil in bulk,who were consulted by the

)
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tazt of the olace of lmport Where the average

5 7 i

o
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Jbllector. of Sea Customs Madras,state precise-

O

<

y
[P

T sy

N f

1y the same thing and are of opinion the

the bresent method of levying duty is mo

! -l

equitable than that of levylng it welgnt

The proprl etor of one of the native merce

!

tile houses which 1mports oil in cases on{
a large scale was also consulted on the z
subject and he 1is indifferent yhich mebnoo
is.adbpied,

3, ﬁis Excellency the Governor in.Coun-
cil‘aérees with the Board.and the COllGCDO‘

1
of Sea Cusboms,madras’ln considering thsa

g 0 e

o m—r
e N

the existing method of assessing duty by

i 5 ble and should be contlnupr
volume 1s equita i
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