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Gobermment 11897} of $Wladeas,
REVENTE. -

, e
Recd. -+ Enclosures | .
- 1897,
Regd. ; Spare copies
G.0., No. 530, 3rd July 1897.

.,

\o

J ULY. o

¥ i

" Pamine-rolief Estiw tes, Famine'Tools, &e.

Recording report from the Secretary to Government, Public Works ‘Department, and

the Third Member of the Board of Revenue ¢ 1 — in the South Arcot district ; requesting the -

Chiof Jngineer to favour Government with Lis opinion on certain works referred to in the
report ; and stating that the Famive Commissioner should note the remarks and suggestions

made therein regarding the plentiful supply of stone near the Tirukkdyillr railway station.
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2 .+' No. 530, REveNve, 3rp Jury 1897 _ No. 530, Reveue, 8ro Jurx 1897. 3
q———— . N s < S "’j’» VA . .
i Prices in Imperial scers of 80 tolas per Tupee of
Rioe. Ragi. Cumba.
) o o ‘ w0 . 80 . 20 .
' ‘ Con ) ‘ Stations, EE 25 £8
. . " s 92 29 5_‘
N D o« @ . -
: s ; s i % i
: 1 o % v o - w B 4 v °5° 5
: Fo | 2 3 2 |pe| 8 A s | Fe || B
s g g g g E g g g| € g |8
! [ 8 ] g.: 3 & E 8.5 2 5] 3
r IR L Al B lg | & jé°) 2 lsi @ la”] = |B|d
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, . O O
| ' f ' Tindivamam _ge oo | 114 ] (| 167 (| 169 |
REVENT E D ‘ ‘ ‘ o ) - Tiruvanné{lﬁxaloi . 122 %{;% . igg
4 . M 1 ') X - ’ N
E‘ PAR TM EN T. %li{rukplfgmr o oe | 123 ig? ;g?
‘ A - i L e 128 : .
5335‘:?3,6 U 106 (b w0 | 12| sed) 179 |p 280 | 2001 1409 178 | 5 260 | 195 | 13:0
| Tiruppapuliydr ee | 114 176 isg ‘ ,
Reap—the following letter £ h ) ' - , Porto Novo .. | 118 1;:‘:‘ oy
he Ko Enq etter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. McNEIT, CAMPB T ' Chidem Mo wall i oes , 216
andeH ﬁglﬁ?ﬁ% Becretary to Government, Publie Work ];E LL, R.E,, ‘ alabaricli .« oo | 19010 L 223 | U 216 ) °
the Sesref. RBOTHAM, Esq., Third Member, B ds cpartment, Districkaverage . | 118 | o | . | .o 1837 . ‘ 182
e Secretary to Government, Revenue » Board of Revenue, to istrict ave ‘

Depart
292nd o partment, dated Cam i
) Ju.ne 1897, Letter'H. R . b Cuddaliore7 The district average price of rice has not yet reached even the warning rate,
In continuation of our letter G, dated 19th June 1897 we hav, ' : . Rice is rather dearer than the warning rate in Cuddalore, where its price is highest.
submit the following report on the district of South Arcot,.. o fave the honour to o Great quantities of rice are being exported from Cuddalore to Ceylon by sea, and this
We reached Cuddalore on June 20th, and were m t ho , .gomehow keeps the retail price above the district average. We learn that there are

‘ b : t b '
Executive Engineer. Owing to June 21st and 22nd be o Y the Collector and the still large stocks of rice in the town. .

also ?\ll)le %’ m{eet all the Dlv}slonal officers. e .Publxl‘c holidays, we were - As regards the price of dry grains the parts farthest from the railways are best
dictr tr.f ast eituart Stuart, the permanent Collector, has been conti L off. Tn two taluks prices have not reached warning rates. In Tindivanam, the worst
lel rict for nearly four years, and is well acquainted with a]] art m‘.lous}y 1 the ‘ art of the district, prices are about half way between warning and searcity rates,
:.1,10 lector, Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan, has been in charge of h?s PdE? of it. The Sub- , In the taluks of Tindivanam, Tiruvannimalai, Kallakurichi and .Vriddhachalam the

ree years and knows it thoroughly. A | 171§1on for nearly ' area cultivated with varagu is greater than the areas of both ragi and cumbu together.

2. General condition of the district.—In 1896kth C ' g ‘ d ins, is thus’ largel d, and we
: g e . e south- . : Varagu, the cheapest of all the dry grains, is thus very largely consimed, and we
very deficient, giving a district average, from April t?)lltslzvzestbmonsoon‘ ons wero . haveg;xo, information as to its price. It 1is .ixsually alleged that. there is no 'trade in
against 20 years’ average of 16:29 inches." prember, of 1292 inches : varagu; that it is not commonly offered for sale in the bazaars; but that the small
) As in Cplpgleput and Nellore, the north-east monsoon wa, ' - : pattadars gell their better grains and keep their stocks of varagu for home use.
1n October giving only an average of 8:18 inches against a 208 ve.ry 71 ate, the rains . , 5. Bzports and Imports. —Since February 13th 3-21 lakhs of maunds of grain have
Ao v rains sof in in fhe mi o (7 yeas average of 8 boon sxpeated by Sco and 286 lakhs by Tail. This is exclusive of exports to
the nortlzeastvxzo o 8 hm in the m}ddle of November, and the district average of ‘ - Pondicherry. From January to May the French Government has collected duty on. -
The heav rains“i‘-’g“ shows 3046 inches against a 20 years average of 22 m%i ° - our behalf on over 54,000 maunds of rice shipped at Pondicherry. The extraordinary
ohih they securedl nodext.ténawe damage, and the wet crops and - late dry croes. ) j‘i AN " export of rice by sea to Ceylon is, we are informed, due to the fact that the supply
Tho carly dry erops wor ehly good. U P A \_  ‘usually drawn by Ceylon from the Gédévari delta has this year been diverted north-
i y dry crops were short and poor, especially in Tindivanam taluk, whi ! Y\ wards by famine prices in that direction. There have been no imports of grain by
is the poorest and most arid part of the distriet. February of . th uk, which 1 \ y L P m ! 50
marked by an unusual fall of ruin, giving a e o ryioz'. the current year was » L sea. The imports by rail since the middle of ngruary amount to 52, 0(.) IPaunds, :
filled up many of the tanks, pr S -average of 2:38 inches. This again ( PO 6. The current high prices in this district are due entirely to scarcity elsewhere
erops. ) P‘ ced pasture, apd beneﬁted the second and garden ( } © Y sounled with facilities for- exportation by sea and rail. All' the -local officers are
Since February to Mav 81st the tro-maisons o o 1o o= . : acreed that the district population can subsist easily on its own resources till the
in three taluks, anciy somewlzat dseﬁtclilgnf xi-z 1?:1;1 Son ialn}i have been unusually heav : . L n%xt harvest, and that the district will present no cause for anxiety unless the south-
been favourable and well distri iers, In the current month the fall has ) wost and north-east monsoons should both fail. * There seems no ground -whatever at
19th being 4-04 inch(vage aa;isngtb;t?? f ,i;ctlil:s %llls:rlct. averaége from Ap?ﬂ Ist to June l; ' 'present'té apprehend the occurrence of such a calamity. -~ 3 o
8. Cultivation —B’otﬁ the d d y 78 AVOTAEO 0 the preceding three years. La : v, Famine Programme—The famine programme includes works, the approximate
the averase of the last five yearsr}; r?(lllthgit culutvatlon }BP to May 31st were well over )& cost of which is Rs. 38,653,447, sufficient to give employment to 24 per cent. of the
© i ™ st R s s T s A P LN e
a large excess over the average. , e Igont ® sowings will probably show ¢ 3 Popu}i‘altil:l;xizirtx}tl?fetrl?eoEztllll(s:'ﬁoned estimates which were laid before us is Rs, 9,84,442.
. ' . i ’ . . L - it . - ~,'.K’«,".‘
%owmg ton a large scale, however, should not be looked for till the middle of July : 1 These are ready for immediate execution and may be divided as follows i~
rospects up to date certainly warrant the expectation that the coming early- ' ST N
Crop season may be more than ordinarily favourable to agriculture e _ Trrigation works, Public Works Department " oo © aee 7 aee” 1,54,755"
4 ‘Pfl'€e8 '—The f n i : ) - “‘ Locﬂil }.;‘und roads con eee . wes 7 ess . ses - asw "ees 1,13,141 S
for the' ook énding ] 1‘1)11 :ngg,hstatement shows _the prices of the prineipal food-grains . _ _ . Minor Irrigation WOLKS e e e . el st aee 516,646, o
fatos O 9th, as compared with the ‘normal, warning and scarcity H ' . Totol ... OPAAL2 :

PRy ’ KRR . ) .
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T . . . M
his will give employment to 131,312 persons, or 63
) ‘o per

for three months. B

10T LA . By far the greater porti

irrigation works. It was impossible f%r :1? 1(;): zlizga}lctioned
Ine each

cent. of the
t populati
estimates are fgr nfillg(l)ll"

fronl a Ilumbel ()f Spe(Z.IIIl Estln]ate 1n deta I
ens Selected l . i 1
a,t random’ we cone ude: t i b bUt .

the calculations of earth

4 ] -work are i " hat 1

estlm%ltlzs tr:twlsed ax;.tl)d corrected. lncorrect.  The Collector hasaznl-:nol‘n zny instances

al number of mi ed to

cost of each. is therefgremgg?r lﬁ'lgatlon works estimated for | o Bave e

mOI}thS and the amount of su y .s'. 4177 which would e Olr 8 }2717; the av

ful if it would be advisable topeirvlsuon necessary would bmp 0y 99 coolies for et}}rf‘ge

Famine Code.  attempt to carry out the woil:: gre; b that it is douﬁe
under the rules .

- es of the

(1) Irrigation works, Pablic Works Department
en

(2) Liocal Fund roads . Ry,
ves ) 8’75,799 %

(3) Minor Local Fund ' . ve-
(1) Misoellaneons 100 5,46,075
: 2,07,725

6,89,448

) ose 3,19 04
Ullde l | | ’

done with the pr
ok purposes,P esent reduced establishment, they shou

The estimates under (2
sanction of the L () nd (8) were lai
sanction of the ?Z;Ll ‘?eiaerds, and this the Collectgr gﬁgore us and onl
Cffces. They are, or s nu;(l))t available for inspeetionposes (o obtain at once. 1T
village relief, but they are o o to e L wrorks, which ,Waslthey o e t lhe
minor irrigation works, viz t%en s e objection aou 58 i i ? o
Eel(lilg (c;)rried out undér thg ruaigstg%ytirel‘too matl andsszg'?:e m&ised iy cssefg;
nder (2) and (3) aro sancti o me Cods oon 18 the eats
e k0 '1oned, there will be wo s soon as th e
N 7,16:546,for %ﬁinl«;’?'s"%g’ available for imxlri;ga: he amount of Rz %stsl;nates
Rs. !0,21,696 or sufficient 1; 58 mer ks be omitted ﬂ? ‘mount vl {f t,h o
consdni e prn tor 6:3 per cent. of the popul ¢ amount available will Lo
considering the pre ate of the district, we beliege ?lt:ﬁ;n tﬁ}r three month‘:{na b:;
§ 1s ample prox;isiﬁn

" 9. There are som
coolies could be masu ; works of considerable magni
; . These are— gnitude on which - ‘
SRR C large bodie
: ‘ 8 of

ation and, as thi
18 can
1d not be depended ?)gt fgi

Y require the

(1) Improving Chidambaram drainace
o (1]

(2) Extension of th
g e Bucki RS,
Kottakuppam .. uc 1ggham.canal from Thambakam to 90,000

(3) Raising the Col

(4) Repairs to Va?l:::‘gon left floed bank :" oo e 416,02

(5) Repai r channel , o 022

5) Repairs to Veersnam tank . oo 1’20,000 +
. Ty 3,137 |

(6) Flood bank of th i |
e G . [ I X XX}
(7) Flood bazk of the P:::,ﬁ.m Wver L. .. . o S6UW0
see : e é )000
- 30,000
Total ... 59

8,06,859

These would all be ! ‘
. . most excell . - ' \
sanctioned. The estimate for No.e(;)}nvt:f]il?g :;(')Ekts : bNO. (1) work has already b

id to y been

get' any information regardi

; : : e e

Circle; however, we asc%;}tg;n gdlt’ as it is under the Srueadx, but we were unable;to

this might eauso delay in fheﬂ;cthaéf the line will pass thfszglfe;dmgh Engineer, bis
xecution of the work rench territory and:

For works Nos. (3
- 4 .
and we were unable (t o),a‘ s(ce)r?;lildl (ii);;]?etestmmates are being prepared by Col

at s age they now a{;e y olonel Smart

* This includes R
8. 4,16,022 for extensi
extension of Buckin
' gham cans].

En ed in 3 -
* tor ] famme pl’o e
th gmmme & RB 43,400 v ves Rﬂ 50,000 as the ap; cost
t : . ) (] but lurther in estlgatlon gl 1 .
. M . pwmt@

e e e e 1o ' .

MMW,......._,
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) have not been prepared, and withou

t special estab*
igation be asked t6 give his opin\ion

Fstimates for Nos. (6) and (7
lishment this cannot be done. .
We suggest that the Chief Engineer for Irr

regarding all these works. -
These seven works with five or six of the larger r

a considerable pumber of persons and would not requir

10. In the—at present unlikely—event of a severe fam
is, we think, another method by which useful employment m
number of relief workers in one place.

No stone for roads i3 procurable in Tanjore, nor throughout the g'rgaf'er part of
South Arcot. A plentiful supply exists in the vicinity of the Tirukkdéyildr railway
station. ' . o ] s .
Rrolief workers might be employed In breaking stone at Tirukkdyildr, and if the
South Indian Railway Company could arrange to transport the I_)ro]_&en stone at favour-
able rates, the stock might be gradually drawn upon by the Distriet Boards of South
Arcot and Tanjore for the metalling of their roads. A great part of the outlay on

lief might thus be recouped. _ C o

rene w ébunderstand that in respect of salubrity, water-supply and suitability for the
£ a large relief camP Tirukkdéyildr is favourably sifcuated.

ools in store that we did not think it necessary to

by the Txecutive Engineer and consists of

oads would give em‘ployment to
o much supervision.

ine in South Arcot, there
ight be found for a great

requirements ©
11. Tools.—The
examine them: they wer

re are 8o few t
e lately counfced

_ the following :— , » ‘ | ,
Pick axes 152
CI’OWb&TS o wse . ses vee o0 ) e e ess } 6

Mamooties R 394
1 transterred to the famine

g hammers and rammers have bee

store is altogether inadequate, and we recommend that
we stated t0 be necessary in the case of

All the gtone-breakin

'he number of tools in
the quantity fo be kept should be the same a8

North Arcot. | : .
12. Establz‘shment.-——Out of a sanctioned strength of seven upper subordinates,
threo have been withdrawn for gamine duty and one more is warned. -

530, Revenue, dated 3rd July 1897.
o _‘Recorde'd. ‘ - .
9. The Chiel Engineer for Trriga-
tion will be requested to favour Governs
referred to in paragrap The Famine
ions in paragraph 10. L

ORDER——No.

‘ Miscellaneous.

ment with his opinion on the seven works
Commissioner will note the remerks and suggest
| ~(True Extract) .. .- .
C (Signed) © @, STOKES,
)  Ag. Secretary to Government.

»

To the Famine Commissionet. ‘
Public Works Department &W.).
) » ) ( ')‘ ‘

T L

Exd C: M. Thuu;b\mvrumy:.
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