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%;éeady, but were rot placed before iescrs -
gap mpbell and Finterbotham for inspection.

B

;ff- Large works on 2z which relief yworkers

; ?ould te masscd.

f

There ere absolutely

(@]
]
=]

— s i o

such works in the progrczze. The wicden-

I

»

3
(&}
[

Fen

o =T
"

the Pengaru chennel is, kowever,

—_—

g
B R A = ]
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o
M

& work exinently suited for femircr

[
(o]
h
.

The work is not incluceg in the famine

u, e

L
[&]
70,
L)
[§V]
=4
=
o

and is estimated to cost Fs 40,000,

ne South Inalan Eeilway uomndny is intending

O)I‘

t

(@]

f double tnc1r line froam ¥edrs Chingleput.
Xﬁ n2is will form 2 gost useful relief work, as

earth-werk end collecting of bezllast will

"Cﬁ

:ploy a large number of coolies for

g2 consi-

Ll54rable period.
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4
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L
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Irrigzstion ¥orks

(P.¥.D.)Rs

koad repairs

¥iscellaneoys
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5, Tools, The existing -
83 stock is es noted on the wergin. The

tools are stored zt the St Thomas Yount

.

and Were not inspecled by Messrs Campbell

ena Winterbothem. The Ixzecutive Fpvi

who hed lstely counted and cxesines t

reports that they ere e2ll sevrvicesble

though somwe ere old. The existing stock i Al

m

ouite inadeguste to meet recuirenents ir -

¢ the Ols

JAb]

se of a fsmine;

heve tools on the scele recommended for. -

figtna, viz, -
Stone nemmers ﬁf;cgg
Yencoties 4,800 i
L . A
Pick—-&xes . Z,E00 :
’ )
Fermers £09D ’
Crow=-bers 4,500
"ledge bepwers 220 |
BFerd exes S50 )
BEill-tecke SEQ !
. !
7 . . . . i
tnetrurents for clecring i
Prickly-peer R0k
55,000 ;
£, fetevlichrmenrt. Owing

to withdrevele orn cccount of ferine, the -

e el

scnctibned'strength_of Upper tulbordinetes ~—j
hesg beer recuced frecuw 9 to F,

.

oot === . hgVE Leer werned for
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¢end trwo of -1

4
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. GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . -

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. *

Rasb—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D.- MNEIL CA! in,n
. Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Publicl-&)%\?o%fflﬁegﬁ;

ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq.,. Third Member, Board of

. Revenue, to the Secretary to Government R j
Goddalove, 19th Juse 1897, lotter G i ety Hevenve Depariment, dated

Tn continuation of our letter F., dated 15th * b Tt fo e
the following report regarding the district of Chiilgll:éuxe'have the hogour to submit
‘ 1. Mr. Murdoch, the Acting Collector, ha i i .
September last, and has over twogyears’ acqﬁain:agzznv:alfgizg(eﬁssﬁf& th%vmlddle of
and the Executive Engineer at Saidapet on J une 18th ; the Superintendi © net, him
was unable to attend owing to illness. PR ,_Per??‘te?d‘ng Engineer
9. General condition of the district.—On an - . .

19 inches of rain in' the south-west monsooiv:ﬁio 62?33 }ﬁ?ezhf d;shtrlct receives
monsoon, total 44-562 inches. In 1896, the district average shows I§'77? north-eat
September 30th and 4224 inches after that date, total 56 inches 111 inches up to
than the average. ‘The rainfall was short till the middle of Nove Olf 13 Inches more
quently excessive.'. We gather that on the whole the géneral ou‘?’cl or ahd was subse-
crops Was probably not much below the average, though, owing t urn of wet and dr
in Uctober, the yield of the early dry crops was poor A ng‘ o‘t:l} e fa:ﬂ“re of rain

3. Ruinfull in 1897.—The district is not at all depend

last ten. © ¢ (. )
There have been good ‘showers in most parts of the di “
| : ; s . :
and, 80 far, prospects are normal and encourrzxgino?f t'i}i tht-nct in the current month
in most of the big tanks. -~ e & there 1s a good supply of water
The wet area already cultivated (15,400 acres) is I

(8,000 acres). The'dry area sown (2,400 acres) i néarly twice ag great as usual
acres), but is in excess of 1895-96, when the 1-aif1;n uch less than the averago (13,
: . e great sowing

months are July, August, September and October, -

4. Prices.—The following statement shows the pri
the week ending June .12th as compared - with tthlzgi?n;{ Fh‘: :hipf food-graing for
\ ; , Warning a

" May and June. In April last the district average v ent on rain falling u’ Aprit,

. ‘ rerage : : S 't AT

0-84 of an inch. Tl}ls latter average has ‘only bjaen“;z?m%ig ;)If itx;ou;ce}: and ltn fMa; -
o ;10 1Wo years out of the

rates i— nd scarcity
-+ Prices in imperiul secrs of 30 tolas of
o " Rice.
Btations. R Bugi
For d:veek 7
ending - | No 3 . For weck
P 12th - rmal | Warning. | Scarcity. ending | Normal
. ' e, L. X June 12th. al, Watning, S(!urcit‘y.
. ] . R
Saidapet .. 98- v . .
Ponnéri . 110 C 151 A\
' Tiravallir’ .. T 113 . 164 .
Nathyavedu .. . 98 192 |} .
Poonamallee 98 . ‘ ; i7'8
Chingleput .. ' S-S £ ORPYI ) EPUIPPIPINS EPRNPOPS § S-S ,
Uttsramerur 131 .o 1 2 844 . 143 S 240 .
Maduréntakam 12 ' ' 16:3 - . 180, 12:0
Sriperumbudfr 11-9 - ‘ 164 - S
Conjesveram 12 T P | ‘ igg : .
Distriot average . -10°9 ; IR — Yoz . a :
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Last year in Chingleput, as elsewhere, prices rose suddenly on the failure of the
October rains, and were highest in the se_cond week of November, when the district
t rice (largely consumed in this distriet) was 9-:37 seers per rupee.

average price oL T} 1 . s
With the heavy rains of November prices fell, and the warning rate for rice was not

again reached till the end of May.
It is now only a trifle dearer than the warning rate. .~
The demand in the affected districts has naturally kept up the price of ragi, but

its price is nowhere near the scarcity rate. _
5. Ezports‘and imports of gmin.——Since the middle of February 1897 up to June

| 5th, 15,734 maunds of grain have been imported by rail, and 125,537 maunds have

been exported.  Fora month past the exports have been about 8,000 mauuds a week.

" There is no record of the exports by road into ‘the city of Madras, which the
Chingleput district surrounds on three sides; nor of the road traffic with the
surrounding districts, and no useful information regarding the flow of grain into and
out of the district can therefore be given. The district 1s so gituated that any quan-
tity of grain can be thrown iato it or carried from it by rail, road and canal in a

very short time. . ..+ . S S \

- 6. We see no evidences of distress in the heart or the suburbs of Madras City,"
and are informed that there is no part of the district where any portion of the agri- '
oultural or artizan classes stands in need of relief, or would engage on relief works .

at a famine wage. : I - . Y

9. Famine programme.—The famine programme includes .works the assumed
cost of which is Rs. 20,85,857, or sufficient to give employment to 92-94: per cent. of
the population for three months, .~ ... oo o UL

The savctioned estimates which were laid before us amount to Rs. 8,21,587, but =

the following deduetion must be made from this—Rs. 10,418 on account- of Madras -

water-works distribution ; this work has been ordered to be held in abeyance pending -

. tbe settlement of the quantity of water required by the municipality. ~ Out of Rupees
11,726 entered for eleven major works in the Tiruvalldr taluk only Rs. 5,359 is avail-

able for famine, the balanoce of the estimate being for masonry works and compensation ; '
and out of Bs. 28,785 entered for.tank restoration scheme .minor irrigation works,"
only Rs. 10,180 is available for famine for the same reasom. In the Madurdntakam
taluk, out of Rs. 7,080 entered for the Kinar tank, only Rs. 2,805 is available for
famine, and out of Rs. 16,200 entered against major irrigation works only Rs. 13,000 ..
are available owing to the omission of masonry works and compensation.” -, - : -
Therefore out of Rs.8,21,587, only . the sum of Rs. 7,78,723 is available for
immediate execution by famine labour; this would give employment to 8:6 per cent.
of the population for three months. T T
' &. The sanctioned works in the programme may be divided as followsi— =«

e

o R K ES, ‘
- Irrigation works, Public Works Department  we oo e - 1,09,214 .

New roads .. vos
Road repairs e - e eee - aee 572,139
Miscellaneous ves | wes aes e oo . 97,370

aa———

'fo£31 - 7,718,723

p— St

The item under miscellaneous is the Conjeeveram water-supply, and it is doubtful

if this is a svitable relief work ; but all the others will do well for the employment of .
famine labour. : ,

There are besides estimates to the amount of Rs. 4,91 ,686 for roads and irrigation
works stated to be ready ; we saw a considerable number of these and they only require.
to be sanctioned. . i : : . o .

There would then be estimates to the amount of Rs.7,78,723 +- Rs. 4,91,686 or.
Ts. 12,70,409 ready and these would give employment to 12-2 per cent. of the popu- !
lation for three months, and this, we are of opinion, i8 ample unless there is a failure
of the north-east monsoon in addition to that of the south-west. e o

timates amounting to Rs. 1,42,698 for simple works are also stated to be ready, -

but we were unable to see them. ‘
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There is absolutely no work of magnitude on which lar
be massed ; but there is one worl.c costing Rs. 40,000 whi
programme and thig would be eminencly suitable for fa
"Bangaru channel.

'We are given to understand that the South Indian Railway Company is contem-
/ plating doubling the line from Madras to Chingleput ; the e arthworkpanﬁ col(l):c teirl?g
! ballast for this work would form a most excellent relief work, and would give empl
1 . . ploy-
ment to a very large number of coolies for a considerable time,

9. Tools.—The famine tools are stored at St. Thomas’ Mount, and, as th
been lately personally counted and examined by the Txecutive Eng,ineer we t?ofxlgi
it unnecessary to see them ourselves, more especially as the numberg ar’e ve sm?xll
consisting of— - ry )

ge bodies of coolies could
hich 18 not included in the
mine relief, that is, widening

Mamooties
Crow-bars
Pickaxes e

see LTY) con

(YY) [T 6,400
LY . (YY) aes e P 980
These agree almost exactly with the numbers given in the st i
. with reference to G.O., No. 3116-W, dated 2nd December 1893 Wsitzlllteglllzn:xlc)erelntged
of the number of mamooties in which there ig an error of g cy,pher in th Ptv‘lil
statement, as it should be 6,400 instead of 64,000. € printe
The Executive Engineer reports that the tools are servi
them are old. The stock is quite inadequate to meet rGQui?eielaeglt‘Z’ tigoltlgh somefof
famine, and we recommend that the scale should be the same as that w e case Of a
the Kistna district. . e proposed for

10. Lstablishment—Owing to withdrawals for fami :
upper subordinates has been reduced from nine to ﬁvléleat;l; i?:t;gnteg strelnfgth of
warned for famine duty. - those . t are

e

ORDER-—NO. 929, Revenue, dated 8rd J uly 1897,

Miscellaneons. . Recorded,

2. The Board of Revenue is re-

' uest, i
in G.0., No. 2655, dated 25th May 1897, regafgiig Egrzﬁ):%;ﬁ:he report called for

e (True Extracf.)

(Signed)  @. STOKES,

Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Famine Commissioner,
»» the Public Works Department.

Xxd, 8. J. Poreira.
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