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o Goobcrnment 118973 of Fladras,
i - b | REVENUE.
(K..a;
Rcc@. | Lnelosures ‘
1897, - J
. ‘ h Regd. ' Spare eopies

- G.0., No. 528, 3rd July 1897.

. JULY.

i

Famine-relief Estimates, Famine Tools, &c. -

Recording report from the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, and the
third member of the Board of ltevenue on — in the Kistna district; directing the Collector to
arrange to have the worst parts of the upland taluks visited at once by the Divisional officers;
and stating that the condition of the famine tools in the district requires the immediate atten-
tion of the Public Works Department.
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GOVERNMENT OF MAD‘RA.S,‘

"REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the folldwing letter from the Hon’ble Colone . '
T s . olonel D, N 7 ,
g et Gl v uenorz,
. . M. . . 8
- the Secretary to Government, %évlzi%é Third Member, Board of

: R
15th June 1897, letter F :— Departmgnt, evenue, to

L June 189 | dated Camp, Bezwada,
" _In continuation of our letter Eda S
submit the following report on the Kis’stna ?i?st}r%g]tm June 1897, we have the hounour to.
Y. General condition of the distric . , D
- e distriet.—We met the Acti
gegexzasatan:ngolée_ctor, the Superintending Engineereangtltlile E !
Mr. Patt ’th iscussed the situation with them on J xecutive Engineer
r. Batten, the Acting Collector, is new to the district une 13th, 14th and 15th,

time at the end of April last. The Sub-Collector is absen’f 33??‘% Joined it for the first

mine duty, and a jun;
un
-divisi nce February last.J 1\110:
nt Col Iy 1s the only European Revenue
nd his acquaintance with his division d:tlz

. Deputy Collector has been in charge
> > of the sub-division si
oAf‘;hi.r gmqgt, tshf {)&ct_l(ilg Head issistante(}scﬁ?.dwmon "
e district, besides £
from August 1806, o e Colieoor,

The Deputy Collector in charze of the N L T
taluks has held his present ge of the Narasaraopet, Vinukond
ta post for about eigh s Vinukonda and Palngq
inspected a number of Palndd villages borgg‘int gn(l)g.ln:ﬁ:']{ At the close of Aprﬁnig.

beginning of June he inspected a number of villages in Vi koo Jistrict, and in the

Kurnool. ; Last year’s floods hav . nukonda, a :
: o mad . also bo o an -
- troublesome, and for this and otllllg' :eat;%gamabandl of N

the current. fasl
‘ . -fasli u
little or no recent touring in those parts of the ﬂle ovier Divisional offcers h;‘?:‘:fglll};

existing high prices is likely to be most felt. pland tracts where the pinch of the
It seems to us Véry im telt. | nere the pi the
aDe DL portant that the worst : N
gg?:csz(}i2&0';11‘2%)0138‘}?;11{111)0@%;3 at once. The C(S)llelgig'sisozfzritis;i tragts should be
aone, and € A e 1nstructed to o ’ inging for this to b
hi AT pen a small test- 0 be
}01; foi%gdﬁf?zg ti};er};el are Indications of real distress. . V%s: l‘:(’)oréc 10 any P}aee where,
end pric és have b shown below.) the last north-east monsoon Pe o such place - wil]
SO en, for some time past, approaching s Car@itywrzze semqusly deficient,
0. RatnfallThe distriot soerane wiml s Ton e it o
' P @ t average rainfall in 1896 wa. AR T
ears’ averag . . in 1896 w . X '
Zble, gi‘;‘i’;‘;oae noi ggr;iﬁelﬁfphes. - The rains of the south-weszsnfgngibglches against a 20
was only *33 of an ingh; in Ol\vle;rezrb)l:rcg‘.’;b In October, hewever, th:vfili(;t‘;fgg afavom--
at all. 'We have at hand no definite infor inches, and in December there was n?ﬁﬁ

of the late ““ dry ? crops in the upland taluks , -
The followmgv statement shows the ra.inf.all'fArcd)ﬁAx AI‘"

)

A = e e ST T N> LG TTReLy T T . T

D‘?Partment, )

g Collector, the Acting

ml 1st tq J une 12thm th;a

Lk i T

S
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e AN A AP NN =
Bainfall Rainfall
Etati from April Dift ind
ations. Lt to May Average. ifferenoe. | in June up Remarks.
318t . to the 12th.

Tiruvur .. . e . 373 1:50 4 2-23 ve In extreme notth, |
Nandighms .. . o . 231 1-79 -+ 052 0-21 '
Bezwada .e .e . .e 036 1-86 - 1'81 2-09
Gunpavaram . .. .e 3-81 1-22 -_t 2:59 232
Gudivada .. .e .. . 248 192 056 083
Masulipatam - ve e v 097 1-39 — 042 006
- 145 903 | — o058 |. 245
Sattendpalli .. .. o e 057 - 174 — 117 3-88
Gurazala (Palngd) .. .. .. 1-80 1-68 +4 012 0-24
Vinnkonda - e . . 2-20 184 §, - 038 2-01
Narasaravpet . . . 3-19 2-09 -+ 110 048
Bfipatla . . e .. L2001 (1778 )+ 025 | -, 338
Tenali .. .. e . 0-39 186 — 147 231
Average . . . . 1-58 1-80 —_— 022 1'66

Heavy showers are reported since the 12th instant at and near Tiruvor in the
extreme north of the Vissannapet zemin, where there had hitherto. been no rain in
June. There have also been heavy storms in various parts of the Palndd taluk. On
the whole, the early rains have so far been favourable, and ploughing and sowing are
in active progress throughout. o U S I SR A

3. Prices.—The following statement shows the prices of the chief food-grains
for the week ending June 12th, as compared with’th? pormal, warning and scarcity
rates :— ‘ P St AN LRI TR T

PR ol st w2 Tt -0 ‘;"‘,“-".,"‘ Sy el et Tad ]
e ‘;’ R Prices in Imperial seors of 80tolas. . iy b - Ll bt
j PRI | .;Rioe' n,'r B e ¢ t -”a ;Cholafnﬁ. R # cu[;]b“_ L
G L o ' B . B .
s - .o - ‘o . a’ . . -
Stations ﬁ ) .. c;é . TR I A _ .
b . . e s ) = s 1, :
%n.:' ! *% 3. _§°.~" s {3 ; ,bgol:' g | 3
B & w3 ‘ K w2 3
1 £%X . o o a® 0 ey % . & -
‘ st | 21 & g2 £ g £ |2 3 a1 8
sg| 3| ¢ (%305 |E| G |8E| Els |G
).0 o o ) o
22l 5 18| 3 g% 2 |8 | & 1B°( % | L
Tiravar..’ e . o] 80F) 140 N
Gunnavaram delts ..} 93 135 .
Gudivada do, ..} 90 .. .
Bandar - .0 4o .. 83 141 .e
Tenali cdo, ea} 107 o . 14+2 i . o .
Bapatla 7 do. 100 L ’ 14 0 . oo .
Guntfir 4o o ee g9 |V 1547 123 ] 9241132 |5 00 | 195 1304] .. |> 260} 196 13:0
Bezwada delta 94 1 12-8 ) . . T ACTE B
Nandighma | 90 154
BattenApalll .+ . e 10°5 ‘ 13-4 ..
Namaraopet COOR B {1 ) 13 12:3 41 .. .
Vinukonda .. - ae |, 89 ’ P 157 . 126 {4« | -
Gurazala (Palnad) * ..} 90 fJ 139 | oy wesl o
_District average .. | 95} Coe | M0 ] . ee ] et et AEE T R IR

Cholam is the officially recognised staple food in the.upland taluks, but the

figures given at page 86 of the statistical Atlas show that in Palnad and Narsaraopet,

varagu 'is much more extensively cultivated than cholam. The total ‘wpland areas

under varagu, cumbu and * others” are very large. ~ The price of cholam rose rapidly

in October. and - November 1896, to a_higher Jevel in several stations than it is at

present. - There was then a gradual fall in price till March, since when the price has
again been rising, notably since the middle of May., ~ * ~ 7. o] '
" Pezwada is the only place where it is dearer than the scarcity rate (13 secrs);
but in the upland stations of Tiruvur, Guntdr, Sattendpalle and Palndd, the price
is 14 seers or dearer. | .. ... % Coo e e e

"7 At Bezwada the high price must in some way be connected with the fact that

I

" . this town is the great centre of export by three Lines of rail. Rice in Bezwada also
has almost reached the scarcity rate. S
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. We can vouch for the fact that no signs of distress are visible in this nei
hood ; ploughing is going on with vigour, and the condition of both m:nn:;gdhli)our;
appears good. Pasture 18 rapidly improving after recent showers. The abseneZaZf

any visible distress in Bezwada secms to indicate how unsafe it would be to
existence of acute distress, merely from the high price of rice and cholam.0 tufer th

4. Exports .and Imports.—Since the beginning of February.1897, 2
maunds ofpgrain have been exported by sca and 3-29 lakhs of ngra,und;7 ,b§ i?il]akhs o
Of the rail-borne exports, 9-41 lakhs of maunds have been carried by the S '
ern Mahratta Railway. The imports by sea have been practically n)zr'l B outh-
27,000 maunds have been imported, 19,000 maunds of which was carricd by rail
Southern Mahratta line. y the
Nellore or from the Kurnoolls;%e,f\\'e have no infornation.
No particulars are available for the exports by canal and b ‘
have, however, been closed since March until a few days ago. y road. The canals

5. Were it not for the extended markets which the railways h -
and the consequent large exports of grain, there seems no reason {o doagt?t opened up,
in Kistna would be little, if at all, above the normal.
The river is in flood=—2 fect over the anicut—and there is thus an a
mple water-
supply for the whole delta, and a great demand for labour for t o
farming operations. SR . i ‘ransphntmo and other
We understand that labourers from the upland taluks in la amb '
seek this field for employment. -, o , Tee Il.ugnbelrs Iegularly
"+ 6. The latest season reports from all the upland taluks agree th o e .
not yet come when the labouring classes would accept work on abfalginea:vetl]i: -tﬁ?i hl?s
| ecent showers are being followed by extensive ploughing and sowing; zn;l t}?att i(;
! )

prospects continue as they now are, the present evil times can be tided i
suceour from Government. : o over Wlthout

that prices

. 7. Famine programme.—The Board’s review of the relief works progr .
usual abstract, Form C, was submitted to Government with Boardf’ sSng)%‘éLﬁms, l‘glth the
dated 22nd May 1897. - The programme includes works, the assumed total cgst’ fo. 395,
is Rs. 20,59,262, which would give employment to 24°2 per cent. of the POPu{;ti?I}i 1fch

or

3 months, but unfortunately most of those wrks are merely proposed ; the preparation
) ion

of the estimates for the greater portion has not been begun ; and i ;

roads the‘alignment has not even been settled.s” The proggraﬁnme stlaltetsh :h(:':s& of many,

of the estimates ready is Rs. 3,983,958 : but very few of them have been saz :tril(l)ougt
ned,

and on examination of those laid before us we find that, under irrigation works to b .
o be

carried out by the Department of Public Works, the sum avai - !
on sanctioned estimates, some of which are in’progress, ai:salo}i});e afl?;‘uia%me relict
Undgr Local Fund roads the total amount of sanctioned estimates is Rs. 1 828' 28,600.
w this includes Rs, 1,42,800 for roads extending to the Hyderabad front.ie; 397, lfllt
~would be usecless unless continued through that territory, and it is not ka and which
Nizam’s Government would be willing so to continue them. Under Minornl?wn i the
works—Irrigation works, Revenue Department,“Forest;-—Fencino' and Mi O(i?‘l Fund
there are no sanctioned works, though estimates (which we were unablesie aneous,
Rs. 82,611 are stated to be ready. It will thus be seen that the total amoux?{ssg)esfgrx
1=

.

mates sanctioned and available for immediate execution is only Rs. 68,197, Th :
» 05,197. The

famine programme was prepared some months ago, and the. present Acti
. T . ¢ tl
being of opinion that the works proposed were mostly unsuitfble, had a 1:133 flnecﬁor
of Toad repair estimates prepared. These were laid before us and ;mo‘;lg :;

Rs. 7,77,620." They will be brought before the District Board at its next meeting on

19th instant and will, we doubt not, be sanctioned.. There are besid i f
amounting to Rs. 2,03,385 for road repairs which we did not see‘?stl)uis,w (lalsiglrlnatem
stated to be ready for the sanction of the Board on the 19th. Assuming (as ma a‘tl;e \
gafely done) that these estimates are passed, there will, in & few days from this gatee |
H

be estimates for Rs. 9,80,90 for road repairs, plus Rs. 68,197 for other works, or
H

. altogether Rs. 10,49,102 ready for immediate execution. This will give employment‘.j

" to 139,880 persons or 123 per cent. of the population, and while this sum is being

worked out, some of the other works entered in the programme could be estimated for N

anﬁd_wovul\d’ be‘ready in case of a failure of the north-east monsoon,

¢ .

Whether ‘these imports were from the railway stations in |

' No. 528, REVENUE, .339 Jouy 1897. - 5

8. We are of opinion that works to the estimated amount of Rs. 10,49,102 are
ample to give employment to all who may require relief before next November ; this
sum, as stated above, provides for 139,880 persons; while in the famine of 1876-77,

the greatest number relieved in any one month was 25,095, .
9. The parts of the district likely first to require relief are the Vissannapet and

parts of the N uzvid zemindaris and parts of the Palndd and Sattendpalle taluks.’ The
ostimates sanctioned, or that will be sanctioned, on 19th and available for execution in
each of these tracts and the percentage of the population they will employ is as

follows :—

Percentage
e Sy Amount of [of population
Taluks and divisions. Popﬂatxon. ostimatos. ﬂ;‘)af canbe| -
! ‘ ' i employed.
. . ‘ ' RS,
Viesannapet .. 61,102 v ..
Nuzvid . * 150,345 28,270 26
Palnad . 141,986 . 82,644 77
Battenapalle .. - 138,617 89,100 85

In Vissannapet there are stated to be no roads to repair and no irrigation works ;
the programme, however, includes Rs. 1,00,509 for proposed works, viz., two new roads
and some miscellaneons works, such as constructing pounds, clearing jungle, &e.
Estimates to the amount of about Rs. 50,000 for the most useful of these works

should be prepared and canctioned at once and the Collector promises to lose no time -

in getting this done. That sum would give employment to about 10 per cent. of the

population.

estimates should be prepared and: sanctioned as soon as possible.

In Nuzvid there are works proposed amounting to Rs. 58,687. The

There will then be

employment for 7°7 per cent. of the population ; this and also the provision made for
the Palnad aud Sattenapalli taluks will be ample to meet all contingencies that may

.

arise, evell should there be a failure of the south-west monsoon. . C

" 10. The programme contains 1o large works on which coolies could be massed,
and we can suggest none except in the delta. - We think that in the event of a famine
in the upland taluks every endeavour should be made to induce the distressed people
to migrate and take work on the river embankments. « The estimate for the right
embankment is 21 lakhs and for the left 2 lakhs. Both are said to be ready and could
be sanctioned in a short time. The work would employ a large number of coolies for

a considerable period.
purposes.

It would be most useful and eminently suited for relief

1L Tools.—The famine tools in store were personally counted by the Executive
Engineer on the*26th of last month and were examined by us on the 14th instant;
the numbers agree with those in the statement prepared in reference to G.0.,

Steel*stone‘breaking hammers |-, e | 716
Pick-axes sos - sev -...ii Ty 164

Tron crowbars ... ees . eee . 1,728
Mamootios .  ess . ses  ews ... 1,806

and children empléy_ed on famine work. < T

Stone hammers .« w.  ses ess 22,000
Mamooties  ees  ees T iess . . 4500
Pick-aXes . eee; ses crewe  ase O 2,500 -
Hammers vee | Leas vo + ees . D00
Crowbars , e, wes . ses Tees 4,500
Sledge hammers o e w7230
Hand axes = ..o see s wme 250
Bill hooks vee | aes ees . 250
Instraments for ¢lowing prickly- - '
pesr. .o 250
Totﬁl YY) 35,000
eommemm—dy

No. 8116-W., dated 2nd Decembér 1893,
and are as shown in the margin, “All the’
hammers are serviceable; but about 20
per cent. of the other tools are unfit for-

* *ordinary work, but would do for women
he stock of tools is altogether inadequate.’

© 12, The popixlation of the district deducting "the delta taluks is 1,110,000, or

about one-half that of the North  Arcot -
district and we consider that the stock of -

"tools to' be maintained should be as per

margin, Our recommendations regarding
the number of tools- which should be at
once ‘provided and beld in reserve in
each district we have visited are based on
a consideration of the wide area already
smitten with famine, and the extent to:

~which the stocks of tools in the non- .
 affected districts have been already drawn '

upon.
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We do pot, however, know what are the exact resources of the eutire Presidency
in respect of famine tools not yet tgrought into use. K

Large numbers of tools, especially hammers, have been recently transferred from
many districts for use on relief-works in the first and third circles. We have
called for a returu of the stoclg of tools remaining 1in 'each no.n.—aﬁected district at the
present date, and on the receipt thereof we shall be in a position to.show how far the
great deficiency in the districts we have visited can be safely made up by transfers

from elsewhere. _ 7
We propose to visit the Public Works Department Workshops on our return to

Madras, and will ascertain what is the maximum_number. of tools which can be drawn
daily from this source. We hope too to have information regarding the resources

of local firms in a day or two. N . | ,
" At present all we are 2 position to say is that the number of tools which we
have specified as required for each district is the minimum pumber with which we

think a pradent Colleetor, responsible for the famine administration of his district,should

be satisfied with as a provision against possible failure of rain in the current year.
13. Establishment.—Out of a sanctioned strength of 37 Assistant Kngineers and

Upper Subordinates there are now only 22 remaining, 8o that, in the event of a famine .

many more would be required, the number depending on the extent of the distress.

Ay

Ozper—No. 52~8, Tevenue, dated 3rd J uly 1897.
\ Recorded.

‘ 2. The Collector should arrange to have
' . the worst parts of the upland taluks visited
_at once by the Divisional officers and submit a special report thereon and on the

Miscellaneous.

success of otherwise of any test works that might be deemed necessary. Estimates

for works in the Vissannapet and Nuzvid divisions to the amounts recommended in

paragraph 9 should be got ready at once. .
‘ 3. The remarks in paragraph 11 as to the lcondition of the famine tools requires

the immediate attention of the Public Works Department. . °
' (True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. STOKES,’
Ag. Secretary to Governmeat.

n b
M
L

To the Famine Commissioner.
-, the Public Works Department,
,» the Collector of Kistoa.

Xxd, éh;ik Karim.

60 Copics.
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