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. i Recording, with remarks, report from the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart- o

. ' ment, and the Third Member of the Board of Revenue on —= in the Nellore district ; stating T 4

. . that the Collector and the Sub-Collector must devote special attention to the relief of the . L

people in the Darsi and Podili divisions of the Venkatagiri zemindari; and that steps for the v

improvement of the Maldivi drain will be taken in the Public Works Department, x
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9 No. 527, Revesur, 3rp Jury 1897.

-~ ~e

' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

 REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

t

Reap—the following letter from the Hon’ble Colonel D. McNEIL CAMPBELL,
*"'R.E., Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
"~ ment, and H. M. WINTERBOTHAM, Esq., Third Member, Board ' of
Revenue, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Camp,

- Bezwada, 14th June 1897, letter E. :— : '

In continuation of our letter D, dated 10th June 1897, we have the honour to
submit the following report regarding the district of Nellore:
1. General condition of the district.—Mr. Scott has been officiating as Collector

“since May 1, 1897. ‘He was in the distriet for about a year ending December 18986, -

and off and on, has had three years’ service in it.

!

- Bainfall—The north-east monsoon in 1896 was late and ill-distributed. Rain did
not set in till the middle of November and a great part of the wet and dry lands were
cultivated after that date. The district rainfall in 1896 for both monsoons was 35°53
inches (average of 22 stations) against a twenty years’ average of 35:60 inches. In
the south-west monsoon 15:74 inches fell against an average of 1267 inches. Dut.

although the total rainfall was not deficient, the lateness of the north-east monsoon.

and the unevenness of distribution were unfavourable to cultivation, and it is believed
that the yield of both wet and dry crops was, on the whole, decidedly below the average. '
The following is the rainfall from April 1 to May 31, 1897:— - -

t
. : Rainfall .
Btations. ' ° ff%’g ﬁg;}} Average. Remarks.
8L ¢
INCHES INCHES, INCHES,
Addanki . . . . . 2:16 Not available,
Darsi . . . o . 291 212 | 4 079
Podili . . . . . 2:85 Not available.
K&Digil‘i se xS .t .e o " ee 454 ' 175 + 279
Udayagu'i . e e . .e 079 223 . — 144
Kanuparti o0  on 00 o . 1-00 . Not available.
Ongole .e . ve v . 1-85 101, — 006
Pakala . e e . o . 104 1-38 — 034
Kandukur . . . . . . 078 1-60 -— 082
Kavali . e . . e . 224 151 0-72
Tckapalle .. . .. . [ 2-87 110 - 4 177
Nellore - -, . . . . . 107 188 . ~—~ 091
Kristnapatam o . . . . 1-87 1-66 + 001
Kota .. ', .. .. .e P T S P ) 057 . !
Dugarazpatam . . . . 071 Not available.
Sulurpet - .. . . . . 078
Toda .. . . . . . . 102 2:27 , — 126
- Monapollem «o - a0 a0 sl «a e 068 © 158 b 090
Atmakér . Y 0-23 2:06 . — 183
Rapur . .- . . .e . 073 2:30 - — 158~
Gudur S TS O 088 149 — 0:61
Vanktagiri e . e PYSEE 'Y e © 008 - 235 — 2427
District average .. .. . o . 143 183 .| — 040

It will be seen that, on an average of 20 years, the pre-monsoon showers only
give a district average of 1-83 inches, and that this has been largely exceeded in the
northern parts of the district, where alone early crops are extensively cultivated. -

Sowings in Nellore are usvally very late. Up to about the middle of August,

three-fourths of the ¢ dry” cultivated area, and more than four-fifths of the “wet™
remain unsown (vide Statistical Atlas, page 189).

—~~ o A
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So far there is nothing whatever to indieate that the ensuing south-west monsoon
rains will be deficient, and in case this misfortune should occur, the local opinion is
that it will not cause immediate widespread distress. If the next north-east monsoon
rains prove favourable the population as a whole can subsist on its own resources till
those rains bring in their crop. Possibly relief may be needed in certain parts in the

north-west of the district, regarding which more will be said further on.

~

© Canal, nor by the Dezw

PRNVRRS

2. We are informed that there is at pfesent no evidence of distress in any part

employments for large numbers ; and the officers in charge of the line inform us that
they cannot obtain coolies in sufficient numbers for the earth-work in hand, even for
the very liberal rates which are being offered.

" '8. Prices.—The foiiowing statement shows the average prices ruling in the dis- .

trict for the week ending June 5, 1897, as compared with the normal, warning and
scarcity rates :— = ot R R

' ¥

g e o e el L LY VP VP Ry

" of the district. The construction of the Madras-Bezwada State -Railway can furnish -

" Prices in seers of 80 tolas of
Rice, second soxt. *  Ragh 0 Cholam., . | . ', Cumbu., , . ',
‘ - W C : to - - a w .} »
Btations. ., ., | F NI R ,5 1| - ’y . _g A é .
§ ‘ 2|8 g . 212818 S8 g [ -1 2
' ] -2 M o — . ﬁ - 3 . = 3 .
X B ol BB ARV I “lE . St - - A
2, ) &0 D & N &0 D . N &0 > 23 A L]
s | = |2l F {81821 3 | E1&8150] 3 g | &
AR R
’Sg . & = 55 B 135588 g4 g wE{ E-1 5|5
AR P Elgia” | = |B |2 “klﬁ w (P lala™] = |B|&.
Nellore . 106 ] 164 N (| 144 I] ' (1122 1 ‘
Allur . . 127 17-3 e J ‘ ..
- Gudur .. . 127 “ e, . v
Kota . 108 178 ' ..
Venkatagiri .." ..} 111 17'3 || 156 13-2 P PR
Polar ... . o 0117 e L . . . : ]
Hapur .. o ) 118 204 || C )] 4 . ,! e
Atmakur . 122 11 j o jw };8 o |oe igg o | = ?< P o lo|eo
e . * * . < Kl > o . o =3 . Py .
%3;}:@{% S e LT R T BRI s {{5 = P '3 lela
K .. ..}108 : . 181 )
5333{1 O ' 170 127 116
Darsi ., we L ee| TB , 16-3 145 131 ,
Ongole .. e | 94 187 : 15-3 13-2
' ddanki . . 89 16°6 162 132 ;
Kanigiri . ol 94 ‘ 170 - 145 132 | .
. District average .. | 106 | L 173 | L 1‘5'3 J L 128 1) |

o \ st

Rico—Rice is cheaper than the warning rate over most of the area’depending
on wet cultivation. It is dearer than'the scarcity rate in Darsi, and touches the
gearcity rate in Podili and Addanki. \ L

These three stations are in the extreme north of the district.

Ragz’.—;P\aQi is dearer than the warning rate everywhere, and in Darsi, where it
is the staple food, is only 1-30 seers per rupee cheaper than the scarcity rate. |

Clolam.—Cholam is dearer than the scarcity rate in Pod}li, and on an average of
the district is only 2% seers per rupee chgapcr.than th.e scarc.lt‘y rate. - -

Cumbu.—Cumbu is doarer than' the scarcity rate in Podili, and is only slightly
pelow that rate in ot Lo

1

her places where its price is quoted.

—We have been unable to gather any useful information
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Tmports. . :
d e: thi’iﬁt(f anghe?g have been no exports by sea. ‘By the South Indian:Railway
ua g

i have been exported since the middle of March, against 2,031
18,510 npaundts Sf g{#g ‘haavzaeno recor(f, of the grain exports, if any, by the Buckingham
maunds 1nFaTEE ada-Guntakal Line, nor by road.:: At the -end of ; 1896, large.-
tities of grain are said to have left the distriet by road 1into Cuddapah, @hroughA
wantitie ) B A R
(tllkle passes in the Eastern Ghauts. o e e
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5. The portions of the distri .
immediate anxi e district which appear to .
xiety are the Darsi and Podili divisions uil tfc)h :u::‘lcsh most ground for
reme north. These

divisions form

ior part of the Venkatagiri zemindari. -

charge. . The area and population is ‘as lf:l‘i];lvtgqa—-m' Fach has a Deputy Tahsildar i

I ‘ : ar in

Divisions. .
| Darsi b Arca. Population, ‘
. Podiii I [Ty ase nee ave e 8Q.MLS. . | "
ese (X2 “se e *ne ove see s 616 ) ), 84 310
eee _ees 064 | 68:390

This tract is 'describ d -
cover';g with serub junglee a.s consisting of low rocky hills, and stony pl |
. The villages ar ! : o ¥ plains, muc
soarco mad bol T(}31 ei?azlzk onr and more or less buried in pricl , much
Government. ut a few rain-fed tanks and Ir;ollfedyf-Pte]?r. | Water is
In this tract the pri of these belong t
since March last ; the Il):s%ei o hall food-grains have been approachi 5
of old that this is’ a region i orth-east monsoon was seriousl I(Jipli'ioqchmg scarcity rates
form. gion in which the scarcity is wont to)::atfsemgpt; and wo know
The Southern Mah . istress in an acut
thqt _th.e railway may ﬁa;itt’;nﬁzg‘;gy passes t.hrough both divisions, and :
ad]ouf’lﬁ : famine}IStricken district of Klg;;iolprwes towards the sam; alI:aVerr:ss?rmtise
ices are, however, still bel R 1o the
opened in this tract ) elow the rates of 1892 . .
e i st e Aving ol s i e ot oo il
In 1392 th . ovember next i - e number lik
e maximum number was nearly 9,0%8’%())1-0;1 short period ’ thely
period.

6. The provision of . :

such as these, is a matfer a:fy Sutltable and useful relief-works i . ‘

want I(x)f provision than to sucreg};slt‘;elli)e d;ﬁi culty ; and it is easier 1tI:) g;’lc:ipl;‘letiry tracts,
P04 the famine mroobest 1O L6 Programm ;. Jault with th

e famine programme included the coniti?lzlggnbgfalfgléged'.l : ,e

,232 miles of new

that it would be bey i
funds. yond its resources to maintain any part of thes d
A : e roads from local

“The road would remain i
. 3 aln 1Mmnas . ,
o v;;(;giz%'lg{ped?l}tmtead of fa(ﬁ]itii?llli i;l;zli?icthe first for want of masonry culy ert
: . Pen iture is ro d > - " . V' 8
the groups of huts a proposed in clearing prickly- .
impeovomont, and the work 2 and poor that the L o out of al) paee S ontes but
not adapted. k 13 of a sort for which the rules of tie %ropt.)rtl(gl o the
It would see . ) e amine Code are
population of Suelrlntilggtsgrefﬁ)mble to declare that, in times of
suitable relief-work can beS ese should migrate to the near z want, the scanty
wo can ceo mo alternative b l{)tr(lc\rlded; but if this is held im oelgt. point where some
of metal which are not require do zn;gloyhx"eiief-workers on bma};{inglcano; tmriqacticable,
, and which will almost certainl stacking stores
y never be used.

7. With these general
of the famine pro general remarks we proceed to giv
gramme, give the result of our .
, ' esamination

Famine Pro
Lami gramme.~—The work . , .
o i e s ok entered In the fami
217 por cont. ¢ ;1 ilé (;11111131?1 (l; st;ﬂ:licllent to give bm;ﬁ?ﬁexﬁﬁ%ﬁ?&f o estimated
. ' of 11 milli '
The estimates may be divided .2 fl:)lllll(l)lv?gs'x for three months. ,168 persons or
S:nétéoned ' ' ABS
ated to be read U e ,
Sialtotoraiy 110U i
orn ove e e ‘ PO 14:33:784

Since the submission of ; '
have been sanctioned on of the programme to the Board
These are ready for ianlllg] t;l.e amount qf estimates laid (l))fefﬁe'vfenue more estimates
persons or 3-4 per cent. of ihlate execution and would give mployme . 3,90,960.
. T 0% per cent. e population for three months ‘erﬁsdoyx?ent to 62,128
' SO ucting the amount

} o he e
R P U PU P fa N
ORI e, <

N ]
(‘;‘r e |
) : : - S -_,4/;“*"

of the estimates since ganct
Ts. 5,69,017. Of these, estimates to the amount o
or taluk offices. All the estimates

for inspection,
gtated to be ready should be submitte

s0 as to be available for immediate execu
the total work available to Rs. 3,90,960 -

for 88 per cent. 0
till November next.
for the proposed works amounting to Rs.

monsoon is known.
in view of a possible

‘ probably have to

| supply-

only sufficient to give emp
' t nearly sufficient and steps should

e
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{he estimates stated to be ready is

ioned, the amount of
£ Rs. 2,37,288 only were available

the remainder being in the division
d to the proper <anctioning authorities at vuce,
tion should necessity arise - this would briv
9,977 sufficient™s

Rs. 5,69,017 or Rs. 9,0
£ the population for three months. This, Wwe believe, to be ample
hould be prepared

We do not think it necessary that estimates s |
14,33,764 till the result of the south-west

Should it fail, they chould at once be got ready and sanctioned

failure of the north-east monsoon.

d estimates amounting to Rs. 3,90,960 are divided as follows :—

8. The sanctione
;:;"’ | | | ‘ : ns; o
. 150,320

Trrigation, Public Works Department weo o .
Irrigation, Revenue . - . e e e © 14,4100
Local Fand Road works e e Y e Lo 2,12,2580
Municipal works —wee om0 S 13,980 -
M
. Total 3,00,960 .
ISR,

Most of the estimates ander Local Fund roads were prepared in 1892 and will
be revised, though they are acourate enough to start work with.
9. As already stated the parts of the district most likely to be affected in the
event of a failure of the south-west monsoon are the Podili and Darsi divisions. In
isi d estimates is Rs. 42,000 which would
68,390 persons for three

division, the amount of sanctione

give employment 0 g-18 per cent. of the population ©
to the amount of REs. 53,528 mostly

months. There are, however, in addition works
for removing prickly-pear from village-sites, and for improving the drinking-water

Jach village ought to be visited by a trustworthy officer, and for such of the
the employment of relief-workers,

works as are tound to be useful, and suitable for
estimates should be prepared and sanctioned as soon 83 possible. . There will then be-
ation for three months, L

sufficient work for 18-6 per cent. of the popul o
10. In the Darsi division, the amo ioned estimates is Re. 13,000 or
loyment o 2-05 per cent. of the population of 84,310 for

be at once taken to

me (amounting to Rs. 63,300)
4 suitable for relief purposes.
nt. of the population which is.

three months. This is no :
examine all the proposed works entered in the program

and to bring under. sanction all such 2s WAY be deeme
This would perhaps make work available for 12 per ce
X in these divisions,

still insufficient. .
‘he Collector represents the difficulty of finding useful wor
and if such persons as require relief cannot be made to migrate to works in other
parts of the district, and 1t becomes necessary to find more work than that already
proposed, the only course open scems to be to employ relief labour on preparing road
material at the quarries. o T
‘11. Of large works costing over one lakh of rupees

) rrassed, there is’ only one ganctioned, Viz., supply
above Sangam anikat to Nellore, Rs. 1,26,000. This woul
work. Thereisalso another work of considerable magnitude es
viz., ¢ improvements to the Maldivi drain? ; the estimate for this wor
returned for the purpose of having the levels checked, but the Exeeutive Engineer 18
upable to do so at present owing to want of establishment, and we consider that.
‘of it might be sanctioned.

in the event of the work being required gor famine reli

gt once. } ) ’ .
' 12. Weare able to sugge
geney might give employment ¢
bed of the Nellore tank and connecting it, by a
1t a small special establishment were sanctioned,

on which labour could be
1 from the Pennair river
d be a most useful relief
timated to cost Rs. 70,000,

st only one other large Work which ‘in case of emer-
o a large number of coolies, V1Zy clearing silt from the:
channel, with the Sangam ' apikat.

an estimate gould be prepared 1

k has been .

R
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-t

a very short time; and we incline to think ‘that expenditure on thig as a famine
work would be at least as useful as on the collection of road materia] ip excess of
_requirements,

2nd

Axes, pick e 21 Cuddapah. The number of each deser;

- L]
Crowbars ommens o 3912 tion is’ shown in the margip The ¢ | -
. : . . 0
Btone-breaking hammers ... . 4,960 are all serviceable, thougﬁ 20 per ceglt8 ’
e Mamooties. - ,,, e e e 3033 the stone-breaking hammers anq crow: ¢

The number of tools in stock is far below what can be regarded gg a safe
provision. '

Taking the population of the district at 13 millions in rounqg numbers we arg of
opinion that the stock should be brought up to three-fourths of that which we recop,.
mended for Salem’

V4. Establishment —Out of a sanctioned strength of fourteen, six mep have been
‘transferred on famine duty and two men are Wwarned to hold themselves in readiness,
~ In the event of an extension of the existing famine arcg to N ellore, the establig],.
ment difficulty will arise in fu]l force ; but, as we write, reports of beavy showers are
coming in from many parts of the district, and there seewms every reason to hope for a

: _—
OrpER—No, 527, Revenue, dated 3rd July 1897,

, Miscellaneous. Recorded.
2. The Darsi and Pod;l; divisions of
, the Venkatagiri zemindar; are the portions
of the district which furnish ground for immediate anxiety. These backward tracts
are very difficult to deal with under the system prescribed in the Famine (‘ode, and
a3 it is impossible to find work there to meet any long continued famine jt will be
- absolutely necessary, in the event of g famine, to induce a large proportion of the
“populatinn 8o elsewh-.e to find subsistence ; some work must, however, be provided
 near at uand, and the Collector ang the Sub-Collector must devote special attention
to the known difficulty of dealing with thege tracts and get estimates ready immedj-.

ately for all possible works, -

Prepared and sanctioned at a very early date. The clearing of silt from the Nellore
tank may also be undertaken ag 5 relief work in case of extreme necessity. The
Government however understands that the capacity of the tank cannot be increased
in this manner at a less cost than Rs. 200 per every acre of extra irrigation, and that
further there is no place wherein to deposit the gil excavated ; the work should got
therefore be put in hand ag long as more useful work is available,

(True Extract.)

. \ (Signed) G. STOKES,
, Ag. Seeretary to Government,
To the Famine Commissioner,

» the Public Works Department (W.),

» the Public Works Department (L). .

»» the Local and Municipal Department,

- the Cullector of Nellore,

¢

Exd, A. . Eoclostos,
" 70 Copieg,
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